
.,, 

' ( Cc.~) 

:i.AY 29TH , 1935 
R3POHT OF SUBCO:. ".:.1ITI11JIB 1.'!f'.I CH IiJV.'" .. STIGATZD T:IE 

DIS7Urt3.irl'CB OF !I.dB.CH 19TH 
' 

To the Ho~1ora.blo Fiorello H. La'.;i.;.ardia., 
i.layor of the City of i:fow York. 

SURPLUS -1 
.Sir: L ORARY OF CONGRESS 

OUDLICATE 
In response to yom· instructions, a subcomr:1ittee of the Corr:mission 

'o:.ppointed by you to investigR.tG t:10 distur'J<tnCOS in n'l.rlem On Jl'"'.l'Ch 19th l!'!.st , 
:1~:i.s held a. numb Gr of pub lie hc'1ril'.l{:;s ru1d e:z.9.!ninod m::m,:; wi tnossos . I.:uch of 
i:J:~ ·~ tense feeling Which ont:;ondored th·J tJ~Oubla 'i,'f'.S C'l.rriod OVOl' into the ho'.lr­
ings, A.t wl1ic:!: the public •ari.s c;iven full o;.:i)ortunity to he'1.r ri.;:ld bo he."l.rd . 
:.!JVGry effort YJn.s m.".dc "co brini:; out tho fr,cts .'l.t t~10so nootings '.7ith tho purpose , 
':.ot a.lwn.ys !ichiovod , o::::· .'1.ll'l.yinc; f .'1.lso conceptions of v1h11t took plr.co r.md b~inc;­
ing out the truth r-i.s to the c~uso of tho disord•3rs , ,,-ihic:t resulted in the loss 
of several lives , the injury to 1.1~1~· ; crsons '1nd t11.o P..rrost of others , tog.::;th'Jr 
viitll m.'1.torio..i d'1.m'lc;o to shops v1~ic.h r%.1 j_nto lfl.rge fic:;uros . iJo arc aow inn. po­
s.L ti on to report, first , t ~-: '.'.t t}:~ 0 outburst ·,-rri.s spontrmoous "..rld unprcr.iodit"l.tod; 
nccond, thr.t it ~-;n.s riot .n. rrwc :·io·c i!1 tho sonso of its boine ll ph:,rsicn.l conflict 
oot·:1een persons of tho -.-1hito r.:'.ld colored erou.ps; third, th::\t it il'.'.s not insti­
,;".t0d by tho Commu.'1ists, thoue;h thoy sought to ')rofit by it <;.nd circulated r. 
false "IJ'l.d misior.dihlz lor.flet n.ft cr tho riots wore v10ll ui1dor viay; fourth, tho.t 
the v1ork of th·::: police \7F.l.S b~r n c moans beyond criticism; r .. nd fifth, th'.\t this 
sudden l;ro.".ch of thu p1iblic order W'·.s the r ·Jsult of 'I. highly emotional situ..'l.tion 
:i.mong the colored people of II:'.rlom duo i1'.'. l"l.r·go part tc the nervous stra in of 
y 0<J.r s of unemployment :'..nd insecurity. Tc this must b o .9.ddod their doo:;i son so of 
'.arong throU[;h discriDin!'l.tion e.g".:i. nst thoir employment in stores which live 
ch ief"ly upon the ir pu:cch9.ses, discriminri.ticn age.inst thon in thu school system 
a.:.1d 'oy tho police, rmd ri.11 the evils duo to dro'\dful ovorcroviding, unf~.ir ron­
t~.ls ri.nd in-!1.de;qu..n.te institutional care . It is prob".blo that their justifiable 
pent-up fooling , thr.i.t they vJ0ro ".nd aro tho victims of gross injustic e '1..l"ld pre­
judice , vie uid s oonor or lfl.tor hri.,,·o l:n.·ou.c;ht F\bout '1.n ezplosion. 

Tho spoci fie ca.uso '. l r<.s in ili it.so 1L.:.um.,.>np.o:ctrmt-.J1t.1.pp.crr!).11g. :tit thEt .:st:ore 
of S . H. Krcss & Compr.ny on 125th Stroot , whicn grossly oxa.gficrri.tod by \-iomen wit­
nosses ·'l.S to pn.rt cf th0 circumsto.ncos , wr-i.s ::i.lmo3t immodi?.t oJ.y twisted by rumor 
into th0 bor. ting .J\nd ki llinG of :~ N e,sro boy in tho bas omcr:.t of the st ore aft or 
ho hAd boon ch".rgocl ~.''Ii th :r;ilforin{.c; . Tho truth is thr1.t at about 2:30 p. m. Linc 
Rivara, c. lfogrc !l.bout sixtoon y o".rs of [1.go , Ylas seen frcm tho b.'\lcony by the 
m'l.na::;or of tho store, Jr.ckson S;.uth, f.nd .,n ."..ssistftnt, Ch:;.rlos Hurley , to stoc.l 
E>. kn::..fe fror.1 '\ c cuntor in tho r o1.r of th o st ere . Mr . Hurluy .'1...YJ.d r.nothor om­
ploy::rn ca.u,:;ht thG boy !\S ho moved to the front of tho build inc , rorJovcd tho 
lmife from n. pocket 1.!l d conduct od hi!:; t c·vm.rds tho door. Bcccminc fri.:;htened , 
:qiv3rc triad tC'· cl.inc to"· pill".r r.nd bit both his cr.:ptors on the hr.nd . As tho 
~rio rer.chcd the sidoYm.H:, Mount P.:.trolraa.n Donahue vi~.s cc..llou , tool: the boy back 
i':lto tho stO"~o and n.sl:ed if a~1 .r:.rrcst wore desired. Mr . Sruith replied th.9.t he 
should be 1.llovrc: d to go. Tho Crime PNvention :aurol'\u"ms , L'1 the meantime , no­
tified "md sent nn of ficer ".nd, u::fortunatoly and. w111ocoss-:i.:d ly , A.n 5.tnbuls.nce 
,-;:;.s c<>.lled to dr0ss the injured h~nds . · 

" 
Patrol1:i."\n Dcn.9.hue, in the oxerciso of his best judgment , took a course 

$ich unC:.or nnJ othei~ c ircu.'!lstnnc0s v1oti_id have been co:nmende.ble , but in this 
case wi;i.s mistaken; ho conducted Hj_vera. down tho stairs to tho b~acmsnt; through 
the basement and up to tho str .... et le~rel ne".r the 12<:tth Street ontrnnco where 

/ 

/ 
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the boy was released. ImmGdiately he went to his home . .An hysterical shopper 
cried oat: :rT11ey have taken the boy to the 'o3.sement to 1Jeat him up"--a.nd the 
mischief was done. The arrival of the a.mbula~ce in"':ensifiea the excitement$ 
w~wn the surf;eon reappeared from the store withot<.t ::1. p.s..tiont the rur.ior grew 
thf'.t the boy was dc!l.d. By an odd trick of f<>,te, ~ h •J.'lrse r0gul':l.rly g·i.r'.1.6ed 
opposite the store at 224 ':lest 124th Streat, ".s its drivc-r testified, ·;1as for 
a time left st:mding in front of the Kr-3ss ontr::i.nce on th".,t strcot. This 
s oem.3d confirm11.tion of the rumor th'l.t the boy had been killed. 

Throughout tho ri.fternoon the oxciteuent grew Tu."'lti l th·J m'.'.n3.ger of 
th;; store t':"1ico CF.«llod the police. 1rhe l"l.ttcr '\nd store employees not5. ficd 
t hose persoas in th0 store th'.l.t tho boy h~d been relo11.sed. They were not bo­
liev·Jd . Policeman ShFmnon t estified th 0-t some wonen rrnre allo1;1ed t o soR.rch 
t ho bA.s3mcnt . Other policenen moved from croup to e roup, but Accord int,; to 
somo wi tne:ssos, fr.i.i led to .q,1-;. s•;10r questions !1.d.::iqu<>.t oly •md directed the shop­
pers to be quiet ~nd to le•·v.o: the store. No dGtormined o:r effective plan of 
re '~ssuring tho public boin{; ·:;orked out, tho excitoma1t still incroQ_sGd ~i.nc'l. 

t ho crowds on the stroet '?.s v1o ll . At 5 : 30 ::. t ooc?.me nocessri.ry to close tho 
s t ore . At G:30 rt. small grotl) of nen SOU[~ht to st'.".rt a public moi::;tinc, <i.t o. 
corner frequently used for su c:1 :purposes . '.l'ho police told the group to move 
on . Its r,:embers then set tll'1 El. st ·l.nd in front of th:i Kross <Jtoro. A Negro 
cho.irm.<-i.n i.nt1·oduced tho spoc.Jr./Jr 'il:10 i7CJ.s immedi!'l.tely r Gmovcd from the st".nd 
by polico. Thereupon thoro ':ns ::i. crnsh of c;:ln.ss --on•.:: of the Kross windows 
v1"1s smn.shed. Tho spc~.kors sow:.:r•t to cet on lP.r.ip posts ··.cross t:to streGt 1\nd 
wore ::i.t once ~rrestod Md l~t o r cl:nreod i;1ith "t-ml ·· ~\7ful t1.ssGmbl 0.5 0 ." From 
then on tho:; dis tul'1)"1..YJ.Cos gro\·1 :::·".pi <i iy F.l.'1ci sprEmd l':rom li25th Stroot into neP.r­
by i:i.venucs . !.~my windorrn \'J(Jro broken '1.nd in ::1a.ny c1'1.ses st ores v18re l oot ed , 
dospite tho far;t tint tho polico v10ro soon on tho scene in numbe:.·s r-i.ii.1 'irrcs­
t od !1.llout a dozen man who v1oro chl'l.rg0d -.7i th lA.rceny, burgll'l.ry ".nd other crimes . 
It ves not unt il tho o'.\r ly mc1·ning hours th•'.t tho di sordor ·,-,n.s q•.iGlled • 

In tho lr.to ".ftor:'.lOOn tho rU.'!l.Or tll'\t "" ooy h9.d been m"l.ltren.tGd and 
ldllod in tho Kress Storo r o<i.ched tho office of 'l. Not:;ro Group c 0.lled thG 
"Younes Libe:rntors ," an org.1.nization h~vi!Jb .".s its lci15itims.tu purpose tho pro­
tection or tho rights of' ~Tegroos . It is not <i. Commui1ist group , although i~ 
h.P .. s Communist r...ffiliri.t ions . J os eph T'"'.ylor, tho presioent of the Yeung Libe rri.­
tors , on ho.'1.ring tho story, i;;m1t, "'.ccording to his cln.im , to tho Kress Store 
out c ou.ld get no inforrmtion there or ~.t tho nor.rest poiico st.9.ticn. There­
upo1,, , t ~king for grru1.tod thci.t t h-: ru..nors Y/81"8 b·ue (:!',;!.·. T~ylor denies that 
ho v1~s persona.ll~r rospcnsiblo) t he Yo;mg Libor.<i.tors :i_:iri:nted and cirrmlci.ted 
e. le.g.flet str1.tirlb tl1".t n. lJec; rc boy h ''.'J. been Jl'lf!.ltro'.1.ted 9.r.d wP.s ne[:l.r 0.eath, 
u.s1ng tho ru.'llor :!:'or prcp~•G ·".ncle. fll.ITl)Osos . A.tout tho sA.rr.G time thG Young 
f!cmr:iu..'1i st Le".guo published l'1. l.y,flot to the sa::1c off"..:: ct '.7i thou.t t;,.k i ng the 
t rot-;.b l::: t o v :, ri -::y tho ropcrt . :B~t m:iither o f those pi:-.mphlots , a.ccorrlin.g to 
tt.; t e stimony bofore us , ci.:ppo"l.rod on tr.<J str::cts ur"til '>.bout 7 s30 p.::1., by 
·r, l«ich time tho disord0rs •.-,e re: i :: full swing J1.11d tho brori.Kinr~ of windows had 
begun . It is obvioi.-;.s 0~h".°c t:-:c 1ction of both .:;roups 1•·1as highly censur!\ble . 

It vms at o:c1 G t i.r.: a '1.lloged thR.t most of the stores wt- ich were 
r ai ded wero ovm8d by Je;1s.. ·vie r.r ::i glad to report thP.t there seems to bo no 
foundation for ·chis st '.',tenent . Nor is it true th9.t store s C\mod by .:fogroes 
wer e spa.red. Them,; is no evidence of e.ny prograrr: or lc<J.dership of the rio­
t ers . T'nose who loote G. tr.c uto:.·os obviously belonged to th •3 :iood lum cl9.ss 
\7ho made use of tho opportun.:. t :,.· . ·:1e repet>.t thr.i.t tho psycho lot;ic?.l condition 
Of the popultmCC \7ll.S SUC~ t h 0.t tt.o scene i"/'1.8 set for r,n outburst , but that 
0i;herc is no evidence of n. c ;ns)i r'.'l.cy tc vi olr.t 0 th..J l".\"JS or of P.ny direction 



-3-

of the mob by Fl.ny individu.."\ls after the trou."Jle 'ue,:-;hn . As i "c \7as, t her e cru1-
not hn.ve beon r.1oro t::.:;.n e. foi.7 thousmid involved, rr.c::i..'1.y of ·,7hom v1ere idle on­
lookers. ':/herv t .:-1cre fl.re so ::;any unec:.1lcyoG. of a.11 !1.G8S st.!\Ildint; on the streets , 
it is not 'Ji fficul t to dr.<i.w nw:i.bcrs of people to~cther i n "' very shor t spac e 
of time. As lonb "l.s concdtiom: i:i.1 H!".rlem rGi.'11'.).in a.s they ':1.re. the danee r of a 
repetition of tho disturbance re~ia.i:!:ls. 

T~10r o n.rc rumors still current in H3.rlcn thA.t Lino River9. was not 
t ho boy i7ho \"! "l.S seized in the Kress Store. 1hny still believe that Rive r9., 
;7ho a.t t he time \78.s under a. police ch~rce iE Brooklyn for ha.vine plnced a 
sh16 in a subway turnstile 1.nd ha.s since t~1en been placed on probation, was 
and is beine uaed n.s a substitute 9.nd tool of tho police. The pro:.;ier action 
of th:.; :;iolice in ce ttint; Riv0ra out of bed at 3:00 9.. m. on the nicht of the 
C:istuxba11co Md h';l.vinc hir.~ photogrr.p!l.eC: ,,1_ th the colored police lieutenant' 
Sri.muel En.ttlu , i;:ho is kno1m to ovorybody i n HJ\rlom, fn.'..ordor to sho·,'/ t hat 
the boy wa.s still c.live '\nd UIL'tiar:-:ied , f-i.ile d of its purpose l\lthough the 
picture ':ms pr int c•.; i n somG of thu morn.inc; p.eymp . .-.pers . 

\'lo !1.rG sn.tisfieC: tlnt RivGr':'. is tto boy in question. He ha.s him­
self so st11.tcd on t ho 11itnoss st<i.nC: a.r.. t\'10 cccnsions and hr.s been identified 
by L.i!'.C oles , 1:1. Ne(;rc resident of E"trle!:l , i'Jho v1?.s in tho store i;i.t tl:).e time 
of th0 i nc i dont, by J""l.c kson Smith , the ::'ln.n'l.c er of the store , Charles Hurley, 
the emp loyee who soizotl. :1im , P:~trolmn.n Donahue, :i.nc1 Officer Alfred \·I .Eld­
ridge of the Crime Prevention Eu.!·uri.u. Ne i:iitnGss r.~ppo'"\red before us to tes­
tify that t he offcnC'.cr \7'1.S somo one '3lse, nor is t here -my clr:i.im th:it .'JXly boy 
resi ding in H'i.rlom is 1:1issinc. Ri·rera 's testimony coincides at every point 
with th'3.t of thci store employee s "l.nc'. ho n.dr.1its not only his cuilt in takine 
the knife, but :Jays th".t ho was noi ther injured nor i qproperly trer..ted by 
any one n.f't er ho wn.s cn.u0ht. 

T'.rL~ COHDUCT OF THE POLICE 

Ha.kine every a.llo\'snco for the fact thti.t no one could ho.ve :fore­
seen t~1.9.t serious results vi.arc to follo-.1 fror.: the "?.pprohension of n ~lilferer , 
somothir>.(S thf:l.t happens not inf::.· ,1quent ly, \70 rer;ret th".t 11G fin•l mucr.. to 
critici3e in the conduct of t he police. Nothinc nore ~lro:minc has ~oen G e~ 
vcloped in t he hea.rine;s h old by this committee thP~1 the intensity of tho 
feelinc ac 0 .inst the ~olico . It is n 0r.wo state of A.ff'l.irs when the inhn.bi­
ta.nts of ·'l. l~rge section of the city h fl.V ...l cor:ie to look upon tho men i n r:i olice 
uniforms !\s lawle ss o:;tprcssors whc stOi:J :i.t no brut~li ty or o.t the te.kin.-::; of 
humM life . This fe0linc is , of course, not tho outc:;rowth of the riots. It 
dates be.ck over P, lon,::: :period :i.n:. the mea.su.ru of its int (:msity nay be judced 
from the fa.ct th:-.t the feeli~; oxpro ssed at our hoc:\rincs vm.s just n.s strong 
a.t;F1.inst the colo:::-ed ::;:olice, of -:-.ho;n therG a.re 110 on duty in Hl'l.rlom, t\s a.­
Ga. inst the white . \1o shoul c be tho l.n.st to question tho difficulty of tho 
:aarlem situation f:ror:i tho police point oi viE:m or "::he inc essant dernands na.de 
upon the b-u.ardia.ns of the ;c~co to preserve their tom~Je rs q.nd to exercise 
their best j udgment . Thoru n.re crir.1inn.ls 8.nC. l~wle ss oh'l.r<\cters in H'lr lem !'l.s 
in every other section of thu city . 

Moneth0lcss the existe~cc of intense hostility on the part of tho 
111w-a.bidil1fj e lement 11r.101;.c the c olorod people to1.erd the police is proof posi­
tive that there is somethinc; seriously wren::; in t h-:: <:i.ttituc1.o of the officers 
tow<J.rd the people vinom they we there tc servo .r:md to !:1.id a.nd net to browbe!\t 
or abuse . ··{e Gratefully recor;ni ze tho coope r.'.l.tion Gi von to us by Conujissipner 
V11.lentine, I nspect or Di }:ft'.rtini -.n·l Lieut enci.nt BP.ttle r.nd. are satisfied thnt 

these men !'lore si ncerely des iro u.s of ch"in:1inr.; the present unlrn.ppy c ondition of 

.. _;,. 
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ri.ff;i,irs. But they themselves must hw,:i/ah~8z1c. !:1.t the intensity of th.:i feelirl[\ 
displr.yel'l ~d; every one of the he<J.rincs ;··which h'\s sur:;.Jl~sse C'. m1ythin~; similar 
in our e~erience. '1lit~1 every desire to do justice to the ~olicc, ;1e believe 
th.;i.t n. sim::;ile recital of the fr>.cts brou;;ht out before us will prove that there 
is solid .:;round for tb.e bitter resentment cf the people of H':l.rlem. 

To rGturn to the events of I1171l.rch 19th, it is obvious in retros11ect 
th::i.t the police were slow to sense the drui._1er f'.nd to combat t:µe rumor with 
nuthorita.tivo information. \le havo received the distinct impression tl .'.J.t the 
~.ttitude of tho police indicn.tcd "· dcsiro to su?prcss tho oxcitement r~ther 
th!'l.n to explfl.in tho co.use of it. Poo:;ilo were ordered to set out ·of the store, 
c; roul,)s werG told to dis~)erse, and crowds to fall 'ba.ck. One witness descdbed · 
tho scene in the store a.t .i:1.round 4&30 or 5 o'clock i:.1 the afternoon, e.s follows: 

"There vrore just a. fev1 ::iolicemon. They walked throuch tha store 
to tho b1.ck. Then somethini::; ha:;:i1rnned in the b1J.ck. Some peoJ?lG 
stJ.y l'.l. wo;can screa.mod. All of tho c.;rcu::i sureed to the ba.ck of the 
store. \7hcm I c;ot back there, the~r vJCre driven forvro.rd by the po­
licenm.n vrho ms in front of them n.nd one woman particuli:~rly do-
m .. 'l.nded tho.t they produce th:; tnDnac -~r a.nd the boy and the policeman 
told her it rn;i.s none of hor d~;meJ business. All of this timo I 
hen.rd no ex_: lar1a.tion, nothinc ex.cGpt e.nonc; thG people themselves. 
Indicn1=i.tion :::;row :iic;her. In tho m.:it:mtimo more 1_Xlliceman crune into 
th.:: store R.n''. tho~r said, 'Drive thosG ~ieo::;;le out' <i.n<'i bocamo rather 
row;h rrnd pushed the l'leo:_:ile. Fin[l.lly thGy hn.d a few woiaen out of 
the store. ! sP.id to thi:l :;;ioliconl.".n, 'can't you tell us what 
ha.pponod?' He said, 'i f ycu knov1 rihR.t 's r...: ood for you you better 
c et on home. tff 

We hn.ve sto.ted that Patrolman Timothy Shl\nnon tosti ficd that he a:1pointed a 
corrunittee of three Y1omcn to cs o to the basGment of the Kress Store to sec that 
no 'boy YIA.s there, B.nd thn.t he .:.nd others testified th0.t they g1we information 
to many rieople thr.t no boy ha.d been injured. But the sus:Jicion vii th Y1hich 
:1olice st<i.tement s a.re too often regr.rded stood in the >m.y cf the full accept­
ance of these ti.ssurA.ncos. Vlht:m asked why it h'\e. not occ-.rred earlier in the 
d~y t c £\ny of the police officers that they mi~;ht have stifled the e:xci te­
ment by hrincinc th0 boy back a..'1 d sho\7inc to tho crovJd th,,.t he vm.s uninjured, 
Shannon answered th!\t "such action ;ns up to my su!_)eriors." Not until twenty­
fou.r hours l'l.ter .-1ere prir.iphlots or plMa.rds distribut€d a.t your Honor's di­
rection, which A.uthoritative st~temonta h~u ~ c~lminc eff8ct on the ~oople of 
Harlem. 

Reference has been mr..:le to the: ff.ct th~t the polio.o broke up 'll1 

att empt to hold ~ public mo ct i nc in front of tho Kross Store at 6:30 in the 
evcminc A.nd arre sted the speakers, che.rr; int; ther.1 •1i th "unlR.·;1ful A.ssombl .~e •" 
\le 9.re not ~: re:)8rod to say th.1.t, in th'; lit;ht of the Gre~t e:;:citement pre­
ve.iline , the police we re >Trone in :?rev0ntinc the spoP.kiTIC if tho )urpose of 
these meetinc:; -:.ns further to excite tho po:_)ula,ce. The fact is, h0\10vor, 
that tho si_)ea.kers v1aro "1.rrosted bofore the:,· h~d n.n opportunity to say a.n:y­
thinc. Worse than thgt, the evidence shows th..'J.t two of the speakers were ta­
ken to je.il, wer e aeniod the opportunity to communicnte with their attorneys, 
vrere beat en by tho police n.nd left \7ithout food for alraost t-i10nty-four hours. 
The ba.rb~rity ·:1ith w:1ich at 10nst one of thGm '.7a.s troe.ted is shockinc r.nd 
there hq,s been no denial of his statement thA.t the police m~do dorog~t cry and 
thren.teninc renl\rks sue/jlj stine a definitely :prejudiced n.ttitude toward Ne­
groes. 
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.~:;out 12:'1.5 c .• :·.i. on the ~ii : ·:1·c of ·che ric•t thm·c or.:.cu1·r e;i ) erh<J.::s 
the ::iost r ecrott }J lEl e·rnnt of t.:::o entire r~'. isor~or. T·.·10 hi ~;h 3Cl: ool students' 
Llcyd '.nJ Hu.ssoll Ho "ibs , 1lrothers, 'ilero stcu1::.inc i n i'ron"': of Grecn~)eri:; 's 
:i.u.tomo1)ilc ·~c cessory she) ca Sevent h .n.vemle 11'..Yl.r 128th Street . l i:'10y r1ere 
t he s o~lS of "'• ff!.r.!ily of , ~ o o~'. stn.nd int:; ~~ nd UJi.' i:':;ht ch".rr.i.ct e:c . ':'hm' e is net 
thr~ sli [;htost eviC.cnce th .t Lloyd Ho'.;b s, v.ho ·:n.s 15 y ears of '-'£0 , oi· his 
brother, h·~ .. ~ over hoen en : ·~ .:.;.::c1 i n ".IlY i;npro ~:or ~·.ct i vities . The o oys h'1'.". 
0cnu tc -9. motion :1ictu:to :icuuc i n the ovonin:'. , v1ero .:tt r :-_ctcd hy '.< crcv1d on 
30v•.mt:1 . .\.v onue in frtnt o:. thi s sllo:·, ;.nu 1;:e::'.'c st-:.m~ i n,_; ·~here, :-.ccor~irl:"; t o 
the st1.t e:,mnt o f nu.ssoll Hoi;bs ·:md sevor.'1.~- ·,r.l. tne ssos , w:i. ::m '1. :;_:;cl ice c~.r c on­
t:lininc; tvw :.;iolirrnmer,, one of vihc1::1 ;r.s P<i.trolmn John F . Hcine::.·:ri..y, dro v.; u;::i . 
l\:c i norn.r ci.li(;htct: , 1Jr•ndis~1inr: 'I. c;'..lll. 1"110 :1ec~~· le st :l.llC:: in:.: at th .... t ;::>oint i r.1-
mc c: i ,t oly bec-:m to run , r~non::_: tl~om thJ Hol)'JS i}1·o thcrs. Llo,yC. \X~S ::iini:_;lcC. out 
r or tho ?ur·suit by Mcin,"J rny. Tho 'boy :".' ~.L1 to 128t:O. Stroot, crossin~·; it diP.t:_~·~ 
~11::. ll,'l• j.s ho r .ncl1.e ·) the :~·iu·tho!' siCev1:-.H: , tho :;.o licomnr: fired, the ::mllet 
~;-:..ss int:; tl:lro1l[·r. th0 ;1 0.:r's !:; ody ·1.11:} intG h::.s 'iirist . Ho vns im:wt.i'\tely -!:~ken 
to the H?.:clora Hos:,>i'.;-~l vlhore he •., i oc.l 'l. f .3 -,-1 (\ ''.ys 19.ter. I,~ is tl:w te::.rt.imony 
of s 0ver? .. l r o:mt '.'.tle vii tno ss-:;s th~~t l~cL:.J1·i1y C.h. -::ict e ".11 u11on the ~JO.Y -co h··.lt 
1rn fore firin:; ~6. t ~1,-:i.t his fi :;:.·st >m'·. onlJ shot hit the: ijo;r . 

011 behalf of t ;_~ ·J ~.:o lie ...:rJot: i·t is cl :.i~oC. th '\t ;.s ·~~ 11cir c ~r '\l')~:ro~ched 

l28tb St1-.3et, th .::J J: •... ,:-.r (". -,. ~·:o cr".shinc of 'l. windcv: in the C~reonber:; st or 3 v1:10n 
they we:.·s ~'erl'v· .. :, s 175 :"..:0": -,~.7P.Y. I t i s R.ssortGC thP.t i n tho short s ,<i,ce of 
time in whi ch th.,.,t -~ist·'.11c0 \·n s tr·wcr sed, Lloyc Ilo'b:;; clirn~e( 5.nto the '.7in1ow 
oi the 8t o:ce ·,n~ :: "\sse:.: s~' me of H s co n"~e:nts -C o )co:.· 18 be low; th~t whcm t he 
)O lice c~?.r sto~ :1e(: , ho jur.1:•ed out of t !:e 'i1L1C:.ow 11ith some 0f -Ch•::: loot; th'lt 
!\1CL10rny , i;;.iho •an.s ~. t t ho curb, ·Viwn:.. tc c:1ctsC'; Hobb :> ·~.s h.; jui'."l~ed frOE1 the win­
d ov-1 "U-.d tJ.1at he c·,lle 'l u:;oL hir.1 -~o h n.. l ·i;, :ni.t th:.t lio':bs continued to ru.n, 
cr>.rry L1::; in his h".nrl s evi'.~0nce o:t' his . :~il.t. Cert ;·.in ".utor.w">-ii l '.J <;r;cess orie s 
c onsis t inc of e. ·;1r e::.1ch ' -..n::; c:·,rt of '. hori.1 r.ro ci.".imG'.1 to h•:.vo :ioen foi..md in 
the stroet r..O'"'• r v:h01·0 ·'i; hG 110;;• fu ll. I-tis si{~;nif'ic'.nt, hovia·rn r, t~1«.t th.::se 
<tccesscries soom to :.:w0 :;ocm 2:1rcclu~o(: hy P..,_-tro:!..mm :t.Icincrny , <tnd they v1cre 
fo:r tlrn fi rst ti mo st:Jcn ~JY Dot0ctivc 0 ' 3rion i:1hc i-;1.s i nvG st i, :">tin.::; t he C9.SO, 
ir:.. tho 0f f5. ce of tho Dist rict Attorney en .A:):i.'i l lst. 

ProcGe.'.:il\ :s '.·10.r..:1 1:·rOUt_'.ht ·,c f o·c .:, tho G:.:." .::1.'1 Jw:y 1.ftor th0 M9.yor 's 
Co1nmitt0e :1···.l: ~ or 0r;s0d the J)is tri~t A.tto!'i1dy. H~C t~ic .'.:ill..: r been cth,Jr t1'.t>.n 
an off i cer , c .whusly ll(' ·.:~··:.issur·) -.; .. ul( h'\V.J ';..;;3i; ;rnc uss"..ry . 'i1h.c Gr 0.nd Jury 
failoC: tc rctui·n ··.n indictnont . ,;o th .m "~cc·1: u~ t J.10 ::r:7; tor \-Ii. th tho Commis­
sioner of ?oL.co :-.nrl ..,_ lL;..;~,rin~ ; :-;ufo:::·0 ·cho Dcy~r·cr::cmt :i.s )tm.: in:; • 

lt :.i oe::is to t~~.o Cc,Jnit teo t:1r.t tho sh0ctir...__; ;;;-:-. s in-Jxc u.s'.\'Jl .) . Tho 
re c ord oi' Lloyd Hob;is c,nC th :t of hj.s '!': '.:::ily ci.rc )r0sur.1~:tive ov id Gnc e th~it 

he ·:11:1.s n ot tht:: k i n e: of i .. o~· v1ho \'IC·uE enc;:--.,:;o in lootin.~ . :.:Jvc n : :r ''Xltin'.~ th".t 
the boy w."'~s ,_;u.il ty '\.S chr~rc:c;ri by th ·~ ;)'- liecr:::i.n, it mu.s t ·,o note d th,.~t there 
1r~ .. s nc )ubl ic G. is · r:~E-r ·,t t.~:~.8 tiuo tc· e·'. ll for vicl:·rri; .ci.cticYi , ..... lifo shoul d. 
not 1·1!',ve 1;0._.m t"..i:cm fc::.· "i::b.u o; fcnsG , '"'.rn: t::.:.o cffic Gr shoU: C. cert~inly h 0.ve 
fire::: one shot i :1to the ~.i:.-:- , .'-f n0cessf'.ry, rr>.th·.::l' thr •. 1 h•vo shot t 0 icill im­
moC. i :'\te ly. B0tt...:r st ill, ·.1(1uld h':.v :: ',c:on tho ccnt inu:vr,ion of the ,.1ursuit rmCt 
:,t l e '.l.st 'l. -::ar<uino o :'fo1·t tc ::.·uri th" 'rny ~oy;n. Thu _:_:rw i-Cy cf i;h·. s c :so "i.nJ 
thG c;rwe e .:. foct it h<Ls h~~i u:_ .. O!l thv H'.nL.n 0rr:;;1un ... ty mr.lws it, in cur ju•~:}­

mont, esscmti 9.i not !1ly th".t Cormr.i ss i c n..; r Vl.L .. n.'cine shou.:..:. !o.imsolf invcsti-
5 :1.t G the h:>.~: ponLy: , :ni:t tl1<).t : rcj}er v1"!1.:..~n inc, s shc i..-..1. l\ b:i issucc1. tc tte ~1o licc 
not tc U3e their ravolv-:.irs UYlless tl1orou_ hly justif ied ':y thv er.~r.,ency 1.1:.C. 
t he chn .. rn.c t or Of the n1~11 ttuy ar"3 rn:~csuin:-; . «:.iO o..r :J \';e ll El.Vr1.rC tI'~" .. t Jr,. .. VO 0..ll~~ 

hUJP_'l,r;.8 o~fiC O:C S h ' .Ve r 0 : :e"'.."'c t.! .' ly lost t:.8i:!.' li VOS bOC"l.USC [;Ui11:1E-~l ".~ld ._ <mt;stcr s 
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and other oriminala have shot first. We submit, nonetheless, that the risk all 
police officers run does not justify indiscriminate shooting, nor the killing 
of young boys. A policeman who kills becomes at once prosecutor, judge, jury 
and executioner. 

In view of the enormous importance of this question your Conunittee 
did not limit itself to hearing the events of March 19th, but investig~tcd 
other cases of alleged police brutality reported to them. we cite some of 
them here in order th!l.t this part of the background of the riot nay be clcsrly 
und erstood a.nd the st~to of mind of the people as well. For ex.ample, on 
~!arch 23rd Patrolman Zabutinski was called to arrest one Edward Laurie, a 
Negro 32 years of age, who uas charged with disorderly conduct by another Nagro. 
There is evidence th~t Laurie had been drinking and th~t he struck the officer 
a slight blow. Zabutinski struck him in return with such violence l\S to knock 
Laurie to the sidewalk, fracturing his skull so b~dly th~t he died in the hos­
pit.'.1.l shortly thereafter. Accepting the story of tho pstrolnm, it is obvious 
that he was in no jeopardy whatever, that Laurie was unst 0ady upon his f eet and 
was totally unarmed. Good police work v.ould have dictated pinioning the m&1's 
arms '.1.!ld then leading him away. In this case, if the story of other witnesses 
is acc epted , there is no excuse whatever for the policer....an's blow. This same 
officer in August, 1934, shot and killed a sixteen year old Porto Rics.n boy 
because he r!l.n, after being surprised in a burgl.'l.ry. 

Equally shocking is the case of Thom.tis AH:cn, a young colored m~, 
who on March 13th w~s standing in line in the 369th Regiment Armory awaitirJG 
his turn to receive food from the relief bureau est!l.blished there. He had been 
there for more than M hour 'llld w~s at the rear of the line. Behind him v1as 
a space of three or four feet; then came a...11othcr line of a.p~~licants. Some men 
stepped forward and filled this space, contrary to re6Ulations. The police 
cleared it, putting out not only the newcomers but likewise Aiken, who prote s­
ted vigorously. Thereupon he wa.s seized by Patrolm~n David ~an and !\nothcr 
officer. Aiken was beaten to the floor, was mercilessly battered so t l1"-t it 
was necessary to remove him to a hospit~l vhere the doctors were compelled to 
take out one of his eyes. Aiken's story w~s confirmed by a. strs.ichtfari'mrd 
witness and the facts speak for themselves. There wns no riot and no disorder; 
it was merely a question of keepirl{; two lines ap~rt. To add to this grievous 
wrong the police have ch!l.rged Aiken wi.. th felonious assault, on which ch~rGe he 
was held for the Grand Jury. The Gr<.md Jury refused to indict ~iken. The Dis­
trict Attorney's Office has been urged by your Committee to institute proceed­
ings acainst the patrolmen invclv0d, rui.j we h~ve likewise communicated with 
Commissioner Valentine asking that he t~ke action. It is inJefensibly bad 
police work when two srmed police office rs cannot arrest an unarr.iod man in 
bro~d daylight in a public building without beating him up and gouc::;ing out an 
eye. 

Another illustr~tive case is thnt of Robert Patterson, a Necro. The 
records of the Police Department show tha.t on May 5th an anonymous telephone 
call was received st~tinb thnt this m11.n was \V&nted in Philadelphia on the ch~rge 
of murder and that he h1d concealed weapons in his hous e . Several hours l~t er 
two detectives entered Patterson's home vr.i. thout a. warrMt, rout ed him out of 
bed, searched fer concealed we;i.pons, found nc!le 'lnd br OU£;~t him to the police 
stt>.tion. Patterson stated th~t he h::i.d come from Philadelphia, th.,..t he h!l.d 
knovm the msn he v1as '\Ccused of mtU'dering , that the deceased had died in Ha.r­
lem Hospital in New York .!md th.!tt he had been rel .JS.sod ~.fter an earlier bquiry 
into the same matter . Still the police did not rcle~se him but communicated 
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with tho Philadelphia police who then &sked for his fingerprints. ~fter they 
were received in Philadelphia, the police there declared that Patterson was 
not wanted as there \·1a.s no record of 11.ny such murder. After two days in jail, 
Patterson was released. It thus appears that the police arrested an innocent 
man on an anonymous complaint, in spite of the fact that the law requires 
that a citizen be not arrested, Vlhen charged with a f elony, withgut a warrant 
or unless the arresting officer has definite lmowledge that a. felony has been 
ccmmitted and re~sena.bJ.eC&use to believe that the person charged or suspected 
committed the felony. In this case the police went beyond the law in arres­
ting Patterson and searching his home, fer the detectives had neither the 
warrant nor the knowledge required by the statu. Your Committee a.sked In­
spector Di 1VJ.rtini, Lieutenant Battle and the detective who made the arrest 
for their interpretat ion of the l~w. It ~as not in accord with the statuto 
and your Committee feels that the large audience was justified in shouti!lB 
that the law is not being applied in co:i;mection with the arrests of Negroes. 

In this connection, the insecurity of the individual in Harlem a­
gainst police accression is in our judgment one of the most potent causes of 
the 1;xistinc hostiiity to authority. Various witnesses testified as to ille­
gal searches of their persons and property by the police in quest of policy 
slips. After one witness had t estified to such an illegal search in Harlem, 
the chairman o.sked those in the audience who had had similar experiences to 
stanc up. More than twenty-five people arose, of whom only one would admit 
that policy slips had been in his possession. Still another witness testi­
fied that he was arrested and taken to the police station merely because he 
was : ·1kinc with a colored worno.n. He was held at the police station for some 
time until he could prove to the officer in charee that he was & colored ma.n1 
There is, of course, no law llhAtsoo.verto pr.event persons of different sexes 
and races from walkine together. 

We &re reluctantly compelled to beli eve that the instances cited a­
bove arc not exceptional snd th9.t nothing is needed in Harlem more than a 
return by the police to the attitude that the first function of a police 
officer is to win the eood will of those among who r,1 he is stationed by un­
failing courtesy and kindliness and that "best friend" attitude which was so 
stronely urged upon them·~ by Commissioner Arthur Woods. 'i:e believe that no 
people viould respond more readily and quickly to such a. changed attitude than 
the people of Harlem and that changed ~ttitude on both sides would ma.ke for 
far better police efficiency and morale than is possible under existing cir­
cumstances when ~oth parties view one another with apparent hostility. Above 
all, every officer stationed in Harlem should be instructed th.at the rights 
of Negroes, no· flouted, a.re as much to be respected by the police as are 
those of more fortunate citizens vmo reside on Fifth or Park Avenues. We 
think th.at tho police should be made to realize primarily that they a.re the 
servant of tho public, whether white 0r colored, and that they themselves un­
der no circunistanc~s whatever have the right to violate the laws they are 
sworn to uphold. They must be t8Ught that their right to make arrests is 
strictly limited by law and that the necessity of obtaining warrants b_oth for 
arrests and searches applies to them and to all citizens. 

It is the o:..,1inion of nany that the police could not properly protect 
society if they adhered strictly to the law and \78re observant of technical 
const itutional r estraints. There is little doubt that if the police act with-

ii 
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out r estraint, the job of catching criminals is render ed ~ore simple. On the 
other hand, it must be reirembered that even though violations of law may occa­
si ona.lly r esult in catching a criminal who ~uld otherwise escape, yet the 
general effect of this attitude is to anta.e;onize a community, to arouse a 
spirit of resentment and to make ~eople re6&rd the police as enemies rather 
than as helpful friends. In the long run it is better to face the situation 
where an occasional criminal may escape than to have the community in so appre­
hensive a frame of mind that they feel they have n o ric;hts which the police 
a.re bound to r espect. A friendiy and sympathetic attitude toward the police 
with a willinG?less to render assistance, would gain more for the police in 
connection with the ap~1rehension of crimina.ls tha.n they can gain by illeea.l 
tactics. 

The Bills of Ri5hts i n our Federal and State Constitutions were put 
there as curbe on arbitrary power. Je.zoos Otis in his historical a.r{)ument a.­
Ga.inst writs of assistance, referred to apperently u.nim~ortant acts of oppres­
sion as placing "the liberty of every man i n the hands of eve ry petty officer." 
Blackstone said (Vol. IV.p.350): 

''However convenient thes·e" (.'.:.cts) "Ma,y appear 
a t firat (as doubtless all a.rbitrs.ry powers well exe­
cut c'i. ere t he most convenient), yet l et it be a.gs.in re­
md~:ha·~·~-.~ i.hci.t dE:lays a nd little inc onveniences in the 
fo .1:.s d justi ce are the p r ice that all fre e nations 
Il'.1.:_-_..~ iJD.J for t heir li::iertyin more substa.i1t.:_ .q,l matters; 
·t tic.t ·~:no se i nroads upon tl].is sacred bt:.l ·.;i•.,/~;c of the na­
ti :;n a.re fundamentally opposed to the s:-::· '<'-: of our 
c ~stitution and that though begun i n trl.rles , the pre­
cedent may g radually increase am sprea d,,***" 

~e r ecommend that polic emen be given t h oro1J6h i n struction in the law 
s.s to the limitations of their rights and the f ew occasi ons on which they may 
use violence; that all advice t o the police to "mu~ s 'em up" be coupled with 
an admonition t hat if a.ny policeman "musses" up an i nnocent citizen, however, 
poor or whatever his color, he will lose his job . 

You, lh'. 11a.yor, have long been a leade r a.~ong liberals, and have of­
t en expresse d your devotion to the i deals of ci vil liverty. You, as well as 
the police Cornr.iissioner, have r ece ived a heritage of wrong police psychology 
and a. r e sulting resentment by peopl e vrh·o have suf fered injustice for r.1a.ri.y 
yea.rs. The acts of individual policemen who a re t iscourteous or brutal re­
fl ects on the enti r e police f or c e . Kindly decent ~.ud well-disposed officers 
a.re injured and hand icapped in their work and stnnding by the actions of those 
whose c onduct i s censurable. The actions o f . s on~ ·pol i ce officers (a.s shown 
her e ) will sure ly rouse i ndi gnat i on amonc; t housands of policemen in our city 
who carefully r e spect the rights ef citizens and rea l ize that their duty is 
t o protect rights as well as to curb wrongs. The r esponsibility for a sys­
tem and psycholo~y which has developed in the C O'IJ.~<Je· of years, cannot be 
placed on any i n dividual. The opport unity hewever t o correct present condi­
t i ons is t o a large extent in your hands, and we f eel confident that you and 
Commissioner Valentine will seize that opportuni ty eagerly. 

• 
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RECOMMENI>ATIOUS 

In addition to the above reconmendations we make the followine: 
~e urge that tho Commissioner of Police arrange for the appointment of a 
Committee of from five to seven Harlem citizens of both races to v.hom colored 
people ma.y ma.lee complaint if mistreated by the police. The Commissioner prop­
erly points out that he can do little to bettor conditions if complaints are 
not made to the Department. But to this the reply is that citizens arc feo.r­
ful of ma.kine complaints lest there be unpleasant consequences to them and 
they thereby ca.in the ill-will of the police. It is contended also th~t com­
plaints are ordinarily referred b~ck to the precinct where tho incident arose 
and there pigeon-holed. We feel sure that tho situation would b0 greatly im­
proved if there were a body of citizens to sift all complaints nnc to to.kc 
up with the Commissioner, personally if necessary, such cases as merit ntton­
tion. ~e suc;gest that this connnittee mic;ht well also be an advisory comnittee, 
so that the head of the police may know exactly how his men are ro13a.rded by 
the citizens and what ca.n be done to improve relations between citizens a.nd 
their police guardians. The manbe rs of this conmitteo should ho.vo the con­
fi dence of the people of Harlem, and they should include in their number one 
or more men who a.re diasontors fron- est•.'.'!Jlished institutions :nd also men who 
are likely to have contact with victims of injustice. °'bviously the committee 
should be quite free of either political or police domination. 

We recommend further that officers of tho law who violn.te the ln.vr 
should not only be subject to investico.tion and punishment by the Police De­
partment, but that action should be taken by the District Attorney, v.here it 
is warranted, just a.s vicorously as where any other ::_Jerson is cha.reed with 
a crime. It is too readily ~ssumed t Dat an officor whc kills or ero.voly in­
jures a. citizen is actinc in the line of duty n.~d nust be upheld at any cost 
lest the authority of tho police a.nd their power be weakened. Ue recommend 
t~t in every case of a shootine; by the police a most careful investigation 
should personally be ms.de by one of the hii:;hest officials in tho Department 
and the resuit of thP.t investigation be cornmuniccted to the entire force, 
whether the result of the injury be censure or corrunendation. In either case 
the efficiency of the force would be im:Proved. 

We advise further that a system be devised by which, in the event of 
a.ny further happening likely to cause grave public disorder, the Police De­
partment would be in a position to set forth the truth by distributinc leaf­
lets and placards.besides civing the public authorativ8 information from hich 
officials in the Department as soon as possible. \"le have no doubt that radio 
stations ovmed by privat e int ere sts would be clad to hel~ in an emerGency, 
in ac~dition to the use of the city station, ·: .. 1rrc 

It is idle to deny that the situation in HD.rlem rennins serious 
a.nd will continue to do so not only until the depression ho.s passed but until 
the ca.uses for tho unhappiness of our fellow citizens residi11£ there are remo• 
ved. Until they are, Harlem viill be a. ·fertile field for radical and other 
propaganda.. It is futil e to condemn tho propac;ru:dists or to denounce them for 
fishinis in troubled mters. The only answer is to elimino.te tho evils upon 
which they ba.se their argu.~ents. The blar.io beloncs to a. society that toler­
ates inadequate and often wretched housinc, inadequate a.nd inefficien~ 
schools and other public fe.cilities, unemployment, unduly hiGh rents, the 
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lack of recreatio~ grounds, discrimination in industry and public utilities 
aGainst colotred peo~le , brutality a.nd la.ck of courtesy of the police . As 
long ns these conditions remain, the i;ublic order can not Md will not be 
safe. 

The present economic conditions may make difficult the ca.rrying 
out of ma.r.y recommendations concerning Harlem, but here is one problem that 
can be solved v~thout the expenditure of money. 

Respectfully submitted, 

SUBCOMMITTEE: 

OTHER lIBMBERS OF GENERAL COMMITTEE ARTHUR GARFIELD HAYS 
Chairman 

CHARLES II. ROBERTS, Chairman JOHN W. ROBINSON 

COUNTEE CULLEN OS\'!ALD GARRISON VILLA.RD 

JOHN GRI::1LRY EUNICE H. CARTER 

mJBERT T. DELANY CHARLES E. TONEY 

MORRIS L. E3NST 


