Physical Planning and Design at the
University of Minnesota

HUGH G. S. PEACOCK Mr. Peacock here presents an overview of the
building and planning underway at the higgest
institution in the State of Minnesota.

The West Bank Development, shown here in a bird's-eye view built will be the Law School Building, at the top of the com-
of a model, is a series of interconnected elements of irregu- plex, the Auditorium-Classroom Building, above and to the
lar shape fanning out from a central green space which left of the open center, and the Student Union, which is
opens toward the river. The new bridge over the Mississippi built across the bridge terminal.

s shown at the bottom of the view. The first elements to be

DURING the past 20 years the University of Minnesota

has experienced considerable expansion in many areas.

. With this continued growth the need for a central planning
—— b office- became evident and about five years ago a small
planning unit was formed. Recently this unit has been ex-
panded to include several other university departments.
The Office of Physical Planning and Design is now com-
posed of a staff of planners, architects, interior designers
and others concerned with space programming and man-
agement. The office concentrates all those involved with
physical planning into one administrative unit. The func-
tions of this unit include the coordination of programming
and design of new buildings, the remodeling and reassign-
ment of existing facilities, interior design, graphics and the

Hugh Peacock, AlA, the director of phy-
sical, planning and design for the uni-
versity.




The Law School Building,
which will be just west of the
Auditorium-Classroom Build-
ing, will contain five levels of
teaching spaces, offices, 2
large library and related fa-
cilities. As the plan is devel-
oped it conforms in general
but not in particular to the
master plan; one of the virtues
of the informal shapes and
radiating configurations of
the master plan is that this
sort of variations is easily ac-
commodated.

planning gf o_utside spaces and related elements
such as lighting, signage and street furniture. In
addmon to tn_ternal concerns the office works ;\rith
public agencies, neighborhood groups and civic
organizations which share common planning prob-
lems. This not only applies to the development of
areas adjacent to the campus but also to more gen-

eral problems such as transit, pollution and housing.

To facilitate planning and design work
of new procedures have been initFated to ean::‘;:?: e‘;
greater participation by faculty, staff and studen?s
In addition wider opportunities are being provided
for the ‘snvolvement of more professionals. One ex-
ample is the method by which architects or con-
sultants are selected for major projects. All inter-
ested offices are invited to respond to the universit
and, based upon a number of criteria including exsf
gsgse:rc]:ef;nq ijes[gn cgpability, a small group is

: _interview by a selecti i
This committee is usually made u;;ogf :gmmlitsttee'
tors, faculty and students and forms the core of tLat;
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advisory committee which works with the architect
chosen. Since this process was first implemented
in 1969 the results have proved to be excellent.

_ The university is involved in many new projects,
including general master planning, the planning ¢
specific buildings and the improvement of existifé
structures. The following are some of the major
projects in process.

The West Bank Master Plan. In January, 1970
the office of Hodne/Stageberg was retained 10 '
study and up-date the West Bank Plan. They were
asked to take into account new requirements dué
academic changes, the adjacent private develop
ment in Cedar-Riverside and the need for accomme
dating new programs of the future. Their studies
have produced a revised concept which includes @
continuous building system developed along 2 series
of internal streets. This system contains student
spaces, and other common facilities dispersed alone
the streets and major connecting points 0 the co™
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« occur at the extremities. The plan also pro-

_ en green space between the street configu-
yides opAn additional aspect of the plan is an em-
ations: n the importance of the Mississippi River
phast> u'ﬁjvantageous use of this natural feature.

, -ﬂ“d_t?ereanzation of this concept will be possible
Paﬁfae of the planning program for the Law
becau;i the Student Union and the Auditorium
gf:géom Building. These three buildings are in

close proximity and it is hoped that they will all be

mmpleted by 1975.

The Law School IS being designed by Parker-
B (ein Associates and forms the western edge of an
b ademic street with the Auditorium Classroom

The Auditorium-Classroom
Building will contain a 1200-
seat subdividable hall. Below
it will be study and gathering
areas and a dining room which
Will open toward the central
green space and the river.

Amodel of the performing arts
bilding on the West Bank.
. Rapson, who heads the
School of Architecture, was
#l50 responsible for redesign
of the Guthrie Theater and the
cﬂs Center in Santa Cruz,
: r:Morﬂm. The architecture
lh;ﬂas by its dramatic form
P the events it shelters are
ity ful_l of excitement, vital-
!er'y Variety and perhaps mys-

~hitect: Ralph Rapson

®neral: Naugle-Leck Associ-
ates, Inc,
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Building. The Classroom Building, designed b
Gnsw_foid and Rauma, is now und%r cons%ruction).!
and mclydes a 1,200-seat auditorium which can
be §ub-_dwided to create two smaller facilities. The
a::ld|.tor|um iS a concrete structure constructed
within a brick enclosure. The building also contains

facilities for dining and a number of student related
areas.

The Student Union will be located to the south of
this building and will span Washington Avenue. It
Is intended that the Union will provide a termina-
tion point for the pedestrian river bridge and will
link the north and south sections of the West Bank.
It will also become a major junction of the pedes-
trian street system. The arcnitectural firm of Kall-
mann and McKinnell is currently developing sche-
matic studies.

Another major project currently under construc-
tion on the West Bank is the Performing Arts Build-
ing. Designed by Ralph Rapson, this building will
provide a significant point of termination for the
main south plaza. This project includes three thea-
ters and facilities for radio and television.

The remaining project in planning for the West
Bank is a parking facility which will be constructed
below grade with the roof level developed as open
space consistent with the master plan. Carl Walker
and Associates are responsible for developing this
ramp in consultation with the master planners.

On the East Bank no major overall planning
framework has been developed although the Mall
stands out as a major space to be preserved. A
number of sub-areas have received limited s_tudy
and on the basis of academic planning, preliminary
studies were prepared for the Knoll Area and the




| |
Institute of Technology. Some studies were also

made of the riverbank area adjacent to the testing
plant,

A more detailed area plan has been prepared for
the Health Sciences which involves the largest phys-
ical development ever undertaken by the university,
This project includes major new facilities for Den-
tistry, Pharmacy and the Medical School and addi-
tional space for Nursing, Public Health and the
University Hospitals. This project has been under-
way for several years and the first unit is currently
under construction with funds provided from both
the state and federal governments. The architectural
team involved in this project includes The Architects
Collaborative, Cerny Associates, Hammel Green
and Abrahamson and Setter, Leach and Lindstrom.,
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The largest building project
yet undertaken by the uni-

Architect: T

he
Collaboratiye

Nchiteqs

versity is the Health Sci- Early Steel: Paper ¢
encesy Complex of which son & Co, almep.
the first unit is in construc- Early

tion. Ultimately it will bring Excavation: Car| g
together all the elements & Sons

related to human health in

an aggregate of new and

existing buildings.

Olandgy

The Psychology Building,
now being built, is of con-
wentional height set among
older buildings; the space _
separating them forms sur- Electrical: Batz|j Electrie,
prisingly pleasant and C.-o__ _

varied margins. Mechanical: Healy ys.

chanical Contractors
Inc, /

Architect: Parker
sociates

. General: M. A, Mortensgn
Co

Klein As.
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Other East Bank projects include a new Psychol-
ogy Building which was plan_ned context of the |
Knoll Area study and is designed to take into ac-
count the importance of the river: Parker-Klein afre
the architects for this building. Another ma;grllg.
cility recently completed is a new Chemistry lrlrlIel
ing on the Mall. This project, designed by Ham e[,
Green and Abrahamson, presented an extrelmm:
difficult task because of the special site prob; a
which existed. An area plan for IBlermanl dlge-
prepared by Herbert Baldwin includes detalr?sical
velopment of this portion of the ca mpus for phlitics.
education, intramural and intracollegiate at it
Included as part of the athletic area is a neWMathre
cal Education Building designed by Sovik,

& Madson.

A new 1,300-car parking ramp Combmﬁn\gvtg:
commercial facilities located along Was o
Avenue south of Memorial Stadium is in t!weIJeing
stages of planning. Work on this project tIEiS with |
done by Haarstick Lundgren and Associa ?rh'e b
consultation from Carl Walker Asspmates.ememe_
sign questions of this particular project are e
ly important because of the nature of the s o -
and its location along a major approach
campus.

iect has
Finally, a smaller but very successful pr?JngtCo 1
recently been completed on the lower leve

1
NORTHWEST ARCHITEC




The basement of t_:rJ?
series of imaginative
reat deal of charm ¢
sociated with restaura

on the St. Paul
office classroom buil
constructed. This pi
ing a corridor in the
the model suggests
and interesting the

of going to. classes v

pared to that in mo
buildings. Architect
seen as a utlitarian
the weather but as
and humane environn

lectrical: Premier Electric
anstruction Co.

echanical: South Side
'lumbing & Heating Co.

neral:

man Union has a new food service — a

coms which have pleasant variety and a
ithout the phony character usually as-
its.

Campus and

ng is being
ure show-
interior of
w pleasant
experience
il be com-
collegiate
e iS nut
shield from
1 delightful
2nt.

ect: Griswold & Raumc.:
Lovering Construc-
on Co,

On.the St. Paul Campus a new
facility for Animal Sciences is
being built. It is connected physi- Architect:
cally to existing buildings and
this pattern of interconnected
shelters which is being developed
where possible in the new plan-
ning is a virtue in Minnesota
weather. It is related esthetically
too; the new buildings are un- T )
apologetically modern in detail Phase |I: Building Construction
but they respect the older ones

man Memorial Union. Griswold and Rauma
involved in remodeling a number of dining faci[wit?lrei
and the results have demonstrated what is possible
in the renovation of older and less attractive space.
The remainder of Coffman Union is currently being
analyzed.as part of a major remodeling program by
Community Planning and Design Associates.

A comprehensive planning program is now in
progress on the St. Paul Campus. The necessity for
this p_la nning effort was generated by the expansion
of units already located on this campus and current
proposals to increase the present student population
from 4,500 to 10,000 by 1980.

Phase |: Site Work & Foundations

Setter, Leach &
Lindstrom

General: M. A. Mortenson Co.

Electrical: Tony Muska Elec-

tric Co.
Mechanical: Healy Mechanical
Contractors, Inc.

Architect: Setter, Leach &
Lindstrom

in scale and in special and mass-
ing relationships. General: M, A. Mortenson Co.
Electrical: Kehne  Electric
Co.
Mechanical: Harris Mechanical
Contractors
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The campus at Morris consists of a
series of buildings grouped around a
major central green space. One such
group is the Theater and Art Complex
with its informally arranged system of
studios, laboratories, classrooms and
theater. Special attention was given to
the scale of this complex to take into
account existing character of the
campus.

The pattern of the
i unusual Duluth
housing is shown in
i this picture of its
model.

To preserve the good qualities of the St. Paul i inuing Educati
) € St about to begin for a new Continuin Education f&
E?Tep-.:iair':gt%nsure a proper growth anq mtggration cility, Home Economics and Veterinagrv Medicine.
it fo Laginirdy F;'a""'”g framework is being pre- Related to all the campus planning is the proble™
irm of John Andrews of Toronto. Their of traffic circulation, parking and transit. Studies

;‘2;3:'ofiﬂaalgesriir;r:dicates the need for the develop-  for the Twin Cities were started several years %
Sere ot b f_ﬁs;::lme to link the existing campus and are being continued. Bather, Ringrose Wolsfeld,
. A final presentation of their proposals Inc., is working on additional plans to assist the

will be made later in 1971 iversity i 10
o ! 1. ' _ university in the development of workable solution
new fzcﬁ?:;egre\dgfr Eolglsgﬁl.icc?‘:oic:.sﬂicc?whaassda 'f“a;oé that will take into account its short-term needs and
" ! : : esigne long-range goals. ;
ﬂ};\fe(t::}er:{plL::CfT}raTni&:}n?sgo'm‘ The first unit of a Another %najor problem is student housing. This
i 1 ciences is also being has received special attention during the past féf
o Shomg-g assroom facility designed  years. A number of possibilities are being exploré?
SSiF. Plaraing for the Ani;:rcsiiti'eclfcr:r‘:ctt);qn w:jthe ‘idn the hope that additional student housing ca" o
is being done evelo ich i i L

by the Ellerbe Company. In addition Dlannging is pri‘;d?e‘j Which: (vl SEaRRR '
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rsity has coordinate campuses in Duy-

The unive I
uth Vorris, Waseca and Crookston, Minnesota, and

nflmbef of widely dispersed experiment and re-
sarch stations.

The Duluth Campus was originally planned to
mmodate 3,000 to 4,000 students; however
ine present enrollr'q::ent far exceeds that number, Ii
i snticipated that :.:-Jlu?h will expand more rapidly
than any other university unit. There are several
casons for this, including the establishment of a
yledical School for vhich program planning is now
n process by the Vedical Facilities Associates. An
ypdated Master Plan is also being prepared for the
nuluth campus witi the preliminary inventory stage
currently being pr=pared under the direction of the
slanning Office. The new planning framework will
nave to accommodiate this expansion and reinforce
the existing conce.! of interconnected facilities.
Building projecis recently completed in Duluth
include a new Acministration Building and high
rise housing for -tudents. A second new housing
dgevelopment is in the final stages of planning (de-
signed by the Arciitectural Alliance in association
with Aguar, Jyrine Whiteman and Moser). Other
major facilities a~out to be constructed include a

new Food Service Cuilding and a Science Classroom
Burld}’ng, both designed by Melander, Fugelso and
Associates.

The present collegiate facility in Morris was
started in 1960 a1 initial planning was undertaken
at that time. After a thorough study of academic
programs to be oficred a Master Plan was developed
o accommodate =n enrollment of 2,000 students.
This initial plan f.4s since been up-dated to accom-
modate a cluster ©ampus concept.

: Major building projects currently being planned
or this campus include a Humanities Building de-
signed by Ralph Rapson and Associates. This build-
;"8 will include = theater, laboratories and studios
or the speech and art departments. Other major
g;mepts which have been completed include a new
Aslslgéqg facility designed by Graffunder-Berreau &
b r:a:ies, a power plant and a Dining Facility, both
tiongt e hby Cerny Associates. A second phase addi-
o 0 the Library, designed by Walter Butler Con-
uction, will be going out for bids shortly.

a; Master Planning framework for the Crookston
s l;lrl‘s was prepared last November. Herb @aldwin
o .tisen to do this study, which .takes into ac-
ships fe place_ment apd. the functional refat[on—
cian WE_J“ the various existing elements. A detailed
h il be prepared which will deal with building
.'angement, circulation and landscaping. The pre-

liminary stydi : i
fevised? tudies are currently being reviewed and

a ﬁ:ggrles Wood Associates are presently preparing
XDerin?r Plan for the new Technical College and
Starteq ent Station in Waseca. This work was

about a year ago and is to provide the frame-
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Winston Close, FAIA, served as the chief liaison between
the university and the profession for many years and gained
the sincere respect of his fellow architects. He is now fully
engaged in private practice with Mrs. Close and their firms.

work for locating proposed new facilities which will
include a Library Resources Center.

This brief description of a few of the major
planning activities demonstrates the extent of the
university's planning program and the need for
coordinated efforts to serve all campuses. With lim-
ited time, staff and funds available, it is important
that the university seeks professional help of the
highest caliber and arranges its procedures to
minimize delays. In an organization the size of the
university planning must be a continuous process
and results can only be measured over a period of
time. It is important, therefore, to establish major
planning goals which respect qualities that produce
a good environment. All design proposals should
then be tested against these standards and deci-

sions made accordingly.

In conclusion, it is appropriate to note the resig-
nation this July of Winston A. Close, advisory
architect to the university for the past 21 years. Mr.
Close is returning to his private practice and we take
this opportunity to express our warm_apprec:at;on
for all his efforts and help and wish him every suc-
cess in the coming years.
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