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To the Law Craduates of
Velparaiso University

June 1l4th., 1914.

Before I came down here I took occasion to turn to the dict-
ionary to find out whet "Haccalaureate“ meant, and co I know what
the word means. Whether thies will be thet gort of & sermon ie an-
other guestion. I judge from the gize of the audience and its
appearance thet there 2re & good meny people here who are not
" lawyers. I don't know how much I ought to ssy to the lawyers and
about lewyers in the presince of people who are not lawyers. It would
be more or less unfortunete for the bar if 211 the people under-
gtood it, but I will promise’ the lawyers that T won'ttell all
gbout our trade,--just some thinge. The chairmen introduced me eas
heving won distinetion 2t the bor on account of my advoecaey in the
courts for the ceause of labor. In this way I was wisé. Tt is easy
for a lawyer td win distinetion in thet line. 4all of them who
have any braine and have any regerds for themselves are in some
other field. So I would say to this ceclass that if you want to be
distinguished get into the line of defending men who sare = on
trial for offence ageinst the lew connected with lsbor. Pepre-
gent the poor,--you will have no opprosition. Tarebr@sent the
poor im Bourt is to be famous.

Yow, you people of this cless zre reasdy to receive your
diplomas and to stert out into the world. You ere ready to test
what has been t0l1ld you; find out how mueh you have learned at
gehool ie true; how much ien't true. It takes a good while after
one getes thru college befor they cen forgetwhat they learned;
before they can forget those things which they lesrned which are
really not true. I presume thie school is a 1little more up to date

then the ones thet I sttended fourty yeears sgo, and reslly what I
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lesrned 2t college wes 2 handicap. I got so many things fastened into
my head st college, 2nd it took me so lonmg to find out thet those

juet started out without them

T

hings werw not true. If I eould have
I would have been fer shead. I begen to learn those thinges when T
began to write precepts in the corny books--T do not know whether the
books used now are the same now or not-- ¥Be virtous end you will be
happy®; “Honesty is the best voliey"™, end & lot of other antiquated
statutes which have no place in life. If the copy books used now
would write down, "Honegty ougcht to be the best policy™, that perhaps
would be true. PBut then it sayes thet it is the best poliey, then you
have to find e new meaning for life and for success. If you judge
success in life by the money a men hes, by offices he holde, by

the honors he has received, then honesty ie not the beet poliey.

If you esre to judge it by some inwerd contentment and satiefaction
within his own 1life, then perhaps honesty is the best policy. When

I went to law school Y} heesrd a great deal sbout law that isn't $pue.
I heerd ebout greet lawyers, Abraham ILincoln emongst the reet. I
heard that he never took a cesse unless he was sure that he was right.
If anybody has told you that, just forget it; it ien't true. He
was like 211 the rest of the lawyers, nearly gll of them, all of
them who have & gense of preseevetion. He took the cases that came
along, and when he took them he tried to win them. The lawyer who
never took a case without knowing that justice was on his side,
never had but one case and lost that. That ien't why men pract-

ise law., It is not the way that eny of $ou will practise law, if you
succeed. There are certain broad lines that you may ley down and live,
but only a few, not many of them. A lawyer may often investigate

his elient's case and say thst the case ought to be settled, and that
he won't have anything to do with it. He may know what the law is,
whether he cen win of loose, and how much money his elient has; and
he tekes the case or refuses It largely on that ground, generally -1
almost entirely on that ground.

The law is not en idealistic professcion. Perhaps some of you
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o. It is not. when I studdied law at college all of my class
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wanted to be constitutionsl lawyers. After they got out they were
willing to colleet bills er anything else thet came glong. TNext to
eonstitutional lawyere, eriminal lawyers. The reason ﬁas, becauce
they ere talked about mare than others, and every body likes to be
talked about, I don't know why , but they do. I wase told thst it was
an ideslistic proffes%ion; nothing so gremt as to be a lawyer;
nothing so honest, so noble, =0 high as the profdssion of lew. It
was the lawyers that told me this, not the other people. This is not
true. There sre many nobtle men who are practising law with more or
less success, generally lesg. There are many hoherable men who are
prectisging law., There are a considerable number of men who ere phil-
antropie, humen men who are practising law, btut the law has nothing
to do with humanity or any of these idealistie sentiments, Take the
three what we used to call the learnemd profefdions: Theology--we used
tocall that a learned profession, I do not know what they call it now
Vedicine, and law. There is lsee 1dealisin in law then any of

them. Boye do study theology so thet they cen perform & serviece in

the world. Ven do study medicine so they can hesl the sick snd 1le

mn

sen
humen suffering. ost of them don't, but some of them do. Most of
them study medicine the same as they do law, so thaet they can meke
money out of it. But some are willing to devote a 1i fetime to re-
geerch and give their services to the poor because they love that
profession, tut almost nobudy stuies law from any idealistic motives.
I have been practising for quite a while--thirty-five to fourty years.

I don't think thet I have seen more than two or three of them yet who

confesced it. They were rather ashamed of it. Ask yourself the guestion

'Why do you went to be a lawyer. Why is it? Some of you would say it
wes for money--if you were honest. Nany of you would say it is be-
ceuse the lawyere have all the politiesl priges in this world,--
fame, glory, or money. OFf course, in soeiety the lawyer is pretﬁy
much the whole thing. Almost all the presidents we have had were
lewyers; all the senators, nearly; I don't mean nesr sengtors, But
nearly all the sendtors were lawyerss;. 811 the members of congress;
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membere of the legislature; governors were lawyere. These men meke the

law. Then of course, after it tk made we don't know what it mesns
exactly, and we have Judges to tell us what it means, end they are
lawyers. The lswyers heve taken pretty much 211 the offices above the
constable. £o the law holds out fine prospecte to satisfy the embit-
ion of youth. The young men sterte out with the embition to be pres-
ident of the United states?j%hey all do,for in this country every
body cen be pregident. You have heard people say so. Man or womaen
cen be preeident. Any body who sterte out to pursue the high pos-
ition of president, of course must fith himself firet by teing s
lawyer. He might get it es 2 business man, but he would have to get
& lot of money first. But every vtody who pursues these prizes begins
ag & lawyer, and the young men who want to be lewyers get into that
profession on account of the prizes which the world #olds out to them.
Lnmbition! Ambition is alright. We could not live without it. If
we didn't have ambition end only believed in feete, we would die,
the quicker the better perhaps. DPut there are 211 kinds of ambition.
I em speegking of ambition in the usuel sense, the ordinery meaning
of the word. The boy starfs out with the idea that he is to sttain
fame,end ' honor, and glory. There is one profession and that is the
law, Or with the idea thet he ehould have money, and with some
turn for books end literature, there ies one profession eboWe the
rest, end thaet is the lew. The prescher does not get rich; he does
not become fameous; he hardly ever gzoes to congresgs; he is never
judge, béceuséihe ean't be; he ray believe in judgrent, but hevcan't
be a judge. I don't think that he could be elected president, tut 2 law-
yer may. So the embitious youth wente to be 2 lawyer. Does he choose that
profescion because he wentes to serve menkind? DBecsuse he wants to
find poor peeple thet he can help? Because he wante to do some greet
work for the world's good? Almost none ever choese the profession
of law for any such resson. And the profession of law has followed
glong the line of the ambition that inspires it.

Lew ie not an exeset science. It is not & scienee at 211. It is

e system of guess work, and force, and intellectuel desire lsrgely.
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¥&-4p méde largely bty legisletores 2né by courts. And if one hssthe
industry he cen find ony kind of law on eny sort of cesse, becsuse
there ere so meny judges, so many different ways of looking at things,
so many inclinetions, that they cen't agree and don't. It is not a
gecience. It is fer from it. It devendes lergely pm the trend of the
times. Irx)( certein eges of the world the law is one way. In other
eges, when other forcés teke posession of the mind, the law is the other
wey, end nobtody thinke of basgeineg it upon science, If we were study-
ing, for instance, the physicien or the doctor is alwaeys looking

for the laet'thing. He doesn't cere what a doctor did fifty years
ego; that ie outlawed. Almost eny veEserintion that is given now
would probably kill twenty yeers from now. He ies looking for the

leet thing; thHe lawyefr*isn'’t; he®ie looking for the firest thing.

he has got hig face turned baeck, looking to see what csome judge eaid
yeers ago, 1boking to see what some judge s2id in Tngland & hundred
yesrs ago,--a man perhepe of no wisdom, poesitly not honest, certain-
ly telking esbout something that hsd no application'to the dey, but

etill he is to know what that judge s2id & hundred years sgo, becsuse
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that is ppobably the lew of today. eould give one illustration of

g

it. The generel law throught the United ftetee hae been, thet

while & man is injured in en émployment thru the negligence of

some one else, working et the eeame #mployment, the employer ie not
responeitle. Thet is the law of Fellow Servent. I will not say muech
on thig, just & little. This lew hes been repealéd in many of the
stetes within the last few yeers. Thet ie if the Lakefhore Tailroed
which employs perheps twently thousand men, Employs a brekemen who

loses his 1life because & trein dispatcher, 2 hundred miles awey

)

gave & wrong order, then the brakemsn cannot colleet damag from the

Al
@
m

reilroad company beceuse they were fellow servante. How did the

Judges decide it thet way? Way beck in 1815,a long tire sgo, 2bout the

Battle of waterloo, there were two men who started out to peddle meat
on a wagon. They were both working for the same emrployer. One of
the fellows in the morning neglected to serew the burr on the axle,

(5)




R W TR

an& injﬁrgd the other fellow. The judges had never tefore had a case
like this, so theyrpondered long &nd deeply, they put on thier gowns
and wigs so they would know more, and they sat on wool sacks; it made
them teller, likewise an-eecier place for a judge to eit, end they

decided, aftsr a long deliberation, thet where an employer hired two

men or more, and one of them wae injured through fthe neglicence of

Ly

the other, the injured one could not recover dameges from the employer,

v

becsuseiit was the negligence of the fellow servant; and the resson was

te

e

because the working man ought t

O

1 his employer whether the other

o

fellows ere careless, or whether they refused to work. I suvnrose in

England at that time there were not’'e helf dozen people who employed

4

from twenty to thirty men all of them knowing esch other. ZPEut the

judges have followed that precedent down snd eapp ly it *to & corporetion

e

that hires forty or fifty thousendren, where sn employee would not

e

posgibly have e&ny chance to know sbout enother, and if he complained

it

of them it would not do him the slighteset good, anf for 2lmost a
hundred years the greatest corporstions of the country have bern
cutting off lep&, beating out breine, meinming eand killing without re-
cource, because in IBIS threc wise men weering wigs decided a cese that
way, end yet fthe law is & science some peorle eay. It is not a science;
if it was we have no mechinery for it't mensgement. I am telling you
some of the thinggnot so plessant about it. There are still others
whiech I will speek of later. If it was & science the law has no
machinery for carrying if out. 7hat is a2 lawyer to0ld? What ies o

class of lawyers told that they must do when they g0 out to practice
law? He must be true to his elient. Yes. How much more? do they
tell him it is any pert of his work that Justice ie done? That it

is any pert of hies business to look after the poorwho can't look

after themselves? To protect the wesk? To help the evolution of
sockety? He must be true to his client and teke care of him, so that

his elient gets money so you cen get psrt of it; see that he gets

libverty; when he does that his duty is pretty nearly done. TNow
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st that code of ethics? Ie it & high idealj Is that the

5eginning end end of the duty of 2 man who knows what the word

duty means? He may argue to the judge to meke him think that

black is white; and he does. He may cross exemine a2 witness whom

he believes is honecst, & witness who knows less than he knows

himeelf, and carry the impression to the jury that the witness

lies; until the witness almost believes it himself. He may eon-

ceal half or three-fourths of the trueth and bring out only the things
that help him, and he doed&. He may keep back the things that he does
not went and spread out to the jury the thinge that he does want. If
he discoverse a witness who can help the other side, it is not for him
to fell the other side sbout it. It is for him to present hie case,
an@ he was told at school that it wes a fair cese, because each side
was at the expence of 2 lawyer. That made it fair. It was the duty
of each lawyer to look efter his pwn case, and I suppose they tell
thet yet. Now, that is the trueth, and it is the way that every law-
yer must condﬁct his cases. Don't tell me he cen conduct them any
other way. If he did he would feil. First, a lawyer can't know all
the faets. When he gets into the case he cen't stop; if he does, heﬁ
will stop for ever. He finishes it. It is for him to represent his.3
elient, and represent him to the end, what-ever that end mey be; and he
represents him by trying to win. Now let us go a step farther.

they tell ue this is fair because each side has a lawyer to pay for.
Young men will go out to practice law. Corporations will not wateh for
you and come out to hire you. You will first begin working for poor
people who can't afford to hire & real lawyer. Naybe that some poor
fellow in j2il will be part of the laboretory that you can work on. The
jeil is & great lsboratory for the lawyer. You may be lucky enough to
get hold of some man who has lost a leg, gnd if you win it you ecan

get half of the leg. Perhaps you will be lucky enouch %o get hold of
e fellow who has lost both legs and if you win it you will get more.
You will get the poor; and if you get & case against & rsilrosd cor-
poration, as you probebly will in the early game, you will find on

the other side & c£killed lawyer, a man who knowe his trade, who
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end ;;éfy erook, and every BNE Th T bupis
nees. There are lote of them in the business. You will find & mam
who knows thé law and who knows the facts, and who knows the court.
Right here I want to say that almost ell judges are honest; and I
think I know; I spesk from a great meny years of experience. Very
rerely do you find a judge who is cofrupt, but that does not matter
muech a8 I will show you. You will run up sgeinst & lawyer who is well
equipped, against & judge who has been a good lawyer. Now & good
lawyer does nadt mesn s pious lawyer; it means a clever one. He
never can be & judge until he ie a clever lawyer; and he generally
hec been a corporation lawyer; for he is a clever one because they see
him firet. You cen make & man believe almost anything thet he
wente to believe. The sooner you will find this out the better
lawyer you will be. ®Teake one eof you young lawyers and start you out
in a fifty-thousand~déllar a year corporation practice. You would
eome to believe every thing thet they believed after a little while;
honestly believe it. And this class of men who go on the bench
gee every thing from the standpoint of the rich. Naturally; they
only Eknow the rich. They don't get their meals for twenty-five cents
2 day. If they did they would make better judges. Their assosiates
are all of the rieh and their sympathieg are all with the rich. Tow
the young man goes into court. He is not equipped. You will find lots
of things that you have to learn after you get your diploma; you
know thet alresdy. On one side is a young man or a poor lawyer,
because only puner people can hire only poor lawyers. ILike poor food
and poor every thing else, it is for the poér. On the other side is
& lawyer well equipped, end they are set out to fight out the case;
and they tell us that it is perfectly fair because each side hss
e lawyer; perfeetly feir; you may present your case as best you
can, and the other fellow may present his, yogpna& notworry
about the outeome becsuse each side has got a lawyer; so the game
is perfectly feir. You will find it just the same 28 if it was a prize

fight. You let a man like Jeffries or Jack Johnson, well equipped,
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end & little d%é}f,'and'then tell them to ficht it out. It is per-

fectly faif, and the umpire would referree if =2s the judge; upon one
side is the giant, well equippgé, and upon the other the dwarf, and
yet dhat is done every day in every court in America., Every day in
the year a property, & 1life , a liberty is thrown awey on thaet kind
of 2 contest whiech the law says is feir. If you teke 2 lot of erooked
aldermen from Chicsgo, and are able to bring them down hére in Ind-
iana where it is safe to heve = prize fight and you would let out
into the ringz 2 man well equipred on the one sgide and a dwarf on the
other side,and set them to fighting, the crooked aldermenwould not
stand fot it. They would say wesn't fair, amd no one who habit-
uates a prize ring would stand for %t a minute, and yet it is practi-
ced every day in every court in america, and we call it justice,

and the law ies & noble profecseion. It does not mean that one ecase
e2lone, but when & Jjudge decides a case he not only decides that cacge
but a2ll the cases like it that follow. The strong man is alwayé
pushing the decisions one way; one wey; everlestingly one way; in
fevor of the powerful, end the weak are pushing against them with
their puny hends the best they can. o it makes all the law lopsided
because the great strength of society and the strength of the law |
has slways been on that side. Now this is what you will gcet; it is
what you will meet when you go out into the field. It is what you
young men will cecomplain of bitterelly when you go out intd the field.
T 48 not 'fair -y it is ngsystem of justice a2t the best; it is a prize
ring in which each side hires somebody to fight out their ceause.

It ie just like the o0ld fellows in the tounnsménfs in the novels of
welter Scott. Two fellows get into trouble and each hired a warrior
to ride a horse and carry & lance and fight it out. The fellow who
won wes in the right and the other fellow wae in the weong. Todsy we
hire a lawyer to fight it out with another, and the cause of the one
who wine is just and the other is unjust, thet is about what it comes
to. TNow it ien't entirely the faglt of the lawyer. It is herd to be

in
a suceessful lawyer and nor followﬁ*he line, elose line, of the
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pPofession that has been marked out for you. It ie herd. I listened
to a epesker the othegnight, 6ne of the‘éblest lawyers in Chicago.

It wee on an eceesion like thie. This lawyer wes trying to impress
upon the cless the importence of studyiﬁg; how much you would owe

to industry; end hé said yhaé;he came to Chicego years ago and went
to one of the ablest lawyers in Chicego for adviee. The lawyer said
“Young rman, work; that ie the maine thing; remember thispthat if you =
work herd enough you cen win. any cese.’ His lawyer ggid he found that
wee true, end I found that it was true. If you put a coneiderable
smount of brainee and eny amount of énergy into the prepaeration and
trial of & case you can win neerly any cesge. DBut what does it

megn? T asked hir the question, wheat does it mesn. It means that
there ies meither 'seience nor justice in the prsctice of law. It
meene thet the men who cean hire the sblect and herdest workigg

lewyer, whether his ceuse ie just or mot, will win, and that the
result in court does not depend upon justice, but upon the abil-

ity end industry of the lewyer thaet is employed; that is pretty
neerly true. The lawyers who are femeous in the world are famous be-
sgnse dhey have won their . 0as8&e...the othere who have lost are not
famous. It is just like & baseball player. The man who makes the
most beée hite is the one they are looking for for batting. the
lawyeres who are famoug are femous Lecause they wonj; if the case they
won was not good they are stiil more famous; if the:mtage was harder
they are still moregfamous; now that is the law. Thet is the pro-
fession you are going into; that ie the ethieky you sre going to meet.
But what about it? It is idle to sey it is 2 noble profescion. It

is not. It ie idle to say it is en ideelistiec professibn. Tt is not.
There are some idealicstie things in it, but the whole tendency is to
teke the idealism away from you whatever it ig. If you have it today
you will loose i¥. Every inducement, fame, money, honor is offered

-
thet you win., Win! Paint this black thing white; meke this in-

L)

ustice seem right. Win! there is money, there ig glory, thers

W GAA
is office, there is fame. It is s strong,who can stand against it,
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Sometime befor very long our “hone system will be reorganized..
I used to a@sk sbout this 2 good meny yecrs whenl never could find
any body to agree with me, yet they a2ll knew it wag true. They all
knew it. I found it out as soon as I got out of school. Tow more and
more people understend it; more and more people are learning that the
law provides no way for justice. %Why it is sbeured. The constitution
of Illinois saye in-the Bill of Rights: "Every man shall have a rem-
edy in the lew for eny wrong suffered; he shall have it speedily and
without cost.®™ And yet & poor men may gel run over and loose his legg
He cannot get into court without hiring g lawyer. the best he can db'
ie to get & lawyer who will teke his cese for one third of what he gete,
It will be two or three years befor the case comes to triel, and
then if he wine it is carried from court to couet, emd then to the
Supreme court, perhaps five or six yeers after the injury, and then
fter he has struggled along to meintein his family the beet he could
having spent the money that hie lawyer gete, and then after five or
eix years he mey get something or he ray not, almoet regardlees of
he ehall heve

whether he ought or not. But hhe constitution says

L ;|

2 reme@dy. for £ll his wrongs.speedidy and without cost. .and that is

e

the constitution of most  0f the United Statesg; thet is the practice

of all of the states of the Unuion. Whet ie a poor man to do? He hae
no money and few frjends; end he ig called in to fight the strongest
combinatione that there sre, and he ie lost. If & man were to fall
desperstely ill in the street ne would be taken *o the hospital mhd

probeably the eblest surgion in town would give hig services.

But if 2 man ie teken to $heé jail on & cherge af murder, where his
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life is in just as great a desnger, every good lawyer would turn hie
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back on himp b
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cause he didn't heve the money. There is no question
about it; true in every big eity, true the world over. Nobody ex-
peets to get a good lawyer unlesgs he hag moneg.

Now I know moet of the young men are ideaslistie. I was once

myself; strange,it may seem. You heve chosen &he profesgsion of

lew. After you get into it you don't know how to mske & living any
other way. This, then, is the question which will eome toyou, the
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same ag it does té some preacher. while I am at it I heve got to
gtick to it anyhow. A good many people who heve sterted out preach-
ing would not dovit now because their views heve changed. A good

many lawyers who get into $he game would like tormake an honest
living, but they can't do it. Now what can you do? Of couree a law-
yir is of no use to himself.or to hie client if he thinks of noth-

ing but law. I might give you a general idea. The rore books you ean
read the better it will be for you. You ought to have some side

line. Litersture is gbod; you ecan work it into your cases wherever
you are, buf above all things to learn is human'nature. Any body cen
do that. Even some college proffere understend it. Human naturel
Thet ies what 2 lawyer needs to know first of 211, and the more:feel-
ing he has the better lewyer he will be, if he gets it rightly devel-
oved. Another thing--The #aw profdesetreare =2pt to point out what
wonderful logicieng those 0ld judges were. They are sbout like the
0ld ecclesiasts who argued the question how meny immortel esouls could

e on the point of cambrie needle. You can read some of thes
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ce long since dead and they almost sound ac if thev were learrned;

5
nQ

but they are not, and we get the idea that greaf‘lawyers muet be
logicians. When you talk to a court or Jjury you must be logieal.

¥You will learn after you have been out a little, if you are wise,

eand if you do not learn it you'will not stay in it very long, thet
logie never interested sanybody. Tobody is moved by logie. Men are
moved by feeling. The great movements of the world have come by feel-
ing. The lawyer who wins & esse does not bothér so much about tbgie

or facets; he surrounds it by eireumstances, tecasuse the jury wants to
do it a certain way;.andii¥f he Ffinds that-theojury wante t6 o0 it s
certain way he will do it. He need not give them the reagon; they will

find it. And if e jury don't want to do a thing you may give them all

thie reason on earth and they won't do it. It's just like leading s
horse to water you cannot make him drink. You eanft meke a jury be-
lieve a thing they don't want to believe. The wise lawyer surrounds e
court or jury with statements, circumstances, paraphernslia, con-
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ditions, conditions of'individuals, of things, until they say;"yes,
this is What we want td do.™ Then they will do it. Ten are moved thet
way,and more and more as you 2o on in the profession you will find
that these are the things to appeel to; and thaéfinfluenees juries

end it is right that you should. The instinets of men are more primal
than reason. They are more to be relied on than reason. TResgson does
not btring you toftthe truth; it shows you & million miles away; it is
the primal inetinect thet brings you to it.

What is & new clsss of people going to do? ‘Fhet would I do if I
were to staert out with the ideas thet I hewe today; igﬁwere starting
out to be & lawyef? Firet, you must relate yourself to the rest of
1ife, in some way; being a lawyer ien't anything. You might as well
be a street car conductor as to be g?{:wrer. There is no occu-
petion for the mind; it furnishes no oceupstion for the imsgination.
There is nothing except tools to get & living with. One muet ally
nimeelf with a cause. One is lucky if he ean. Any young man ies lucky

who allies himself with some good-work. It'gives him gomething to live

Vhy

m

or; something above the sordid every-dey life. It is a lueky person

l” mko_gan kbelieve strongly in some grest cause, even if that cause tekes

him to his death. A lewyer should study the great causes and the grest

movements of the dey. Thies world is changing, and men sre questioning

what were once the most fundementsl idess.

v

They are questioning thelr
politicael feith; their religiong faith; their egonomiec faith; they are
questioning esecience; they are+%destioning everything. We &re cutting
loose from the old moorings o%/:ociety of the world. It is ever
forming and reforming. But never have I known it gs today. Teople
are groping to find something. All about us we can see weakness of
all ingthtutions. I have shown you something of the weakness of ours.
The clergymen's. What of theirs? The physicans! What of theires?

And the business men's. Ve, allof us,know something gbout business

and if you think your profess ion is not honest you can not better

. yourself by going into business, any better, that would help youhout.

Every where you cen find mén:s 'getting rich by force, the instinets for
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‘making mﬁﬁey, aﬁd the forece of cerrgine everything before it, no
matter whet it is. You can not impro¥e your condition that way. What
will we do as it is? You have got to teke up this life. 7Youare ready
for it, most of you will do it. ZEverybody ought to carry a2 side line
or maybe severel of them. You can't avoid the ereat strucgle of fhe
working people ftodey; not that jf ig the struggle of organized labor‘
elone, but it is & pegt of the great movement of demoeracy since the
world began, the great effort of the working man to get more than he
has ever had before in the history of the world, tecause the etrong
have elways rule& the world. The week have been slaves. However the
common man has been growing and struceling to get more, and more, and

more. Today he is demanding his shei@i and ever demanding- -more and

tol}

more, which hae ceuced en infinite confliet the world over, and this

never  will be sefttled &g long =2s the world laste, for nothing is ever
$

2d
settled, ahd no syeftem will ever be ideal. You have got to te & vart
of this great movement, of this confliect. Nost of the lawyers of eny
consequence are ageinst the poor; almost all of them. They are againgt

the poor because all of the prizes of the world are with the rkeh.
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ie money, there is leisure there is fame, there ig honor.

! ]
-

?ﬁgyrdwn tte pféss; and whaéu%hey sa& bf the man thest helps the rieh

ie good, and what they say of the men that helpe the poor is ébuse,
tecause of the position thet he oceccupies in the world. The strongest
ere with the strong. MNoet of the lawyers neturally drift to the strong
most of those who have the chance. Here snd there are a few who might
be offered all of the prizes of the world, end still, within them ies a
feeling that ie stronger than anything else thet makes them do eome-
thing else. These few are growing stronger and stronger. YNore and
more lawyers are seeing this work. WYore and more are getting in toueh
with the great epiret which todey is moving the world to something
higher, comething better than the world hae ever kamewn. There is =
wide field here; there is a wide field for lswyers with some ideal-
ism. Unfortunate men failin@ are personsg, meny of then?ut*erally
innocent of any charge made sgainet them; al1ll of them without the

rmeans to defend themselves. All over the land there ie = grest field
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for any lawyer of ability aﬁd of character who deres to etend out
for the poor and for the week. All over the land there ie need for the
1awyef who ie willing to take up the cause of the weak. You caﬁ get
some pay for tt. You cannot get the greet rewerds of the world, but
if you are thet kind of a man you can get rewardie gerater then glory,
end greaterrthan wealth. You can get the satisfaction of your own soul.
There is a greater fiesld fot this today than there ever wag before.

You een have some rutes of conduet. From what I have eaid it
might look gs if you couldn't heve any; but & lswyer mey have some.
If you are on that gide, if you really went to do good, you can heve
gome; I have had a few but not meny. T once thought I never could
prosecute anyvody no matter what the ceircumstances might be; some
of you might not go gg far as that. But I know thie =g 8 lawyer.
Fhen I get into a cace I try to win that case, and I wouldn't trusé
myself to fight against the liberties of any man. I wouldn't dare to
do it. I would rather trust myself to fight for hie freedom, snd then
if I win when I ought not to win the consequences are not go great.
I would not take a cage againét g poor man. If 2 poor man gets run
i over snd looses & leeg and suee the reilrosd compeny and happene to win

when he ought not to win, the railroad company can stand it. They will

)

meke it up in some way. DBut if he heppens to loose when he ought to

heve won the poor man can't etand it. I wouldrnot trust myself to
misrepresent his casge and try to make bleck seem white. I would enter

into it with the spirit of a running horse in & race, &nd if you don't

b
get that spirit you can't win.
There is not one of you young men that can trust yourself. If

you have sny feeling you ean't trust your judgment: snd if you haven't

4

any feeling you aren't of any eomcequences. t ie feeling that moves
the world. the lawyer tries to win; if he doesn't try he doesn't win.
sokdor those who have & feeling to yelp the world you will find some
work. You will have the prizes. What ere they? loney. Of what velue
is 1it? We need a little of it. TFame, honor, glory. Can a man get

enough of them to fool himself? 1If he een't it is of no value. It
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must have a hollow soundto those ho kﬁow how little.if means.-

There ies something that beats all of that, and that is your conscience

k that you heve done your duty as near as you could. If T had to do
something over agein, I presume I would choose as I choose today,

y follow in the line of courts; always for liberty, never ageinst it,
always foz'the poor, never against them. Of course if two corporations
get

af

into trouble either one will hire you. It doesn't ma¥e sny diff-
erence. But the corporation wont hirelyou. They want you to work

nights 28 well as days. They want your convictions ag well sg your
cervices. There ieg & great deal sbout the lsw that is satisfying to = Han
of emotion and feeling, who loves justice. 4 lawyer cen get the con-
fidence of any man that comes to him. There is no man so week, &0
eriminal, if you want fo use thet word, who would not go to a lawyer

end tell him hise story. He is the only person on earth to whoms he

dsres tell hie story. He cen tell it to hie lawyer and tell it %o

hir with safety. He is the only refuge thet he has in hies misfortune.

and it is g high trust that the lawyer takes when he takes the con-
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lient, It ig & high trust. One must forget brother,
ieter, wife and child, and self. He must p#t aside all ambition on
earth, to serve him. That csuce is first, and he has no right to think
vf enyhting else but that céuse. Mo man can be & good lawyer unless he
ie his client's friend. He should be his friend befor he ieg a
lawyer. He retes it as a sacred duty, and every man should feel thet
this man is not my lawyer, he is my friemd. He would go with me to thé
gellows, if need be; there is one friend on earth. And the man who is
not capable of the deepect and gincerest friendeship never can be s
great lewyer. The greatest lawyere of the world are men who are humen;
men who are part of all the universe; men of emotional feelings.
These are the men who influence juries; who influence courts; who
influence men. These are men of greast personeslify;imen that stir the

world with their convietions, with their feelings, and with their words.

Unless you have it you can't succeed. And if you have it, cultivate it.
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runan & men is the strongzer he is. If you have
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it, cultivatqit as far as you can, The grest thing in this world

that mekee men and womsn kin ts imegination. Imagination. If your
imegination ic strong, then you can plaee yourself in the place of
any other person that ever lived. Kverybody is good. Hvery person
can be exeused for every aset. Put youreelf there and you sre like
them. Imeginatiom and craelify can't go together; and & ocruel man
cen never be a great lawver, thou he might be s successful one, in

*he narrow meening of the word cuccese. There is 2 lot of work for

& lewyer to do; a lot of work thet ig Letter *han money. But after
all, the great thing, while we are here, is; what is the meaning of

f@ 7}

1ife? All we cen do is to work out our own being.  We muct stay.

‘e are here for & time and then we are gone. We.must be interested

; Work out the deep instinetive feelings of our life.

he meaning of 1ife igliving it. The more you are interectéd in a

3

ceuse the more you sre interested in humenitv: and the greater re-

-
e

verg@ will come to you for your gerviceé, whatever they are.
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