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SEDITION.

SErIAL 16.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
House oF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, D. C., Wednesday, February 4, 1920.

The committee assembled at 10 o’clock a. m., Hon. Andrew J.
Volstead (chairman) presiding.

The CHAIRMAN. Gentlemen, the Attorney General is present, and
we will hear him now.

Mr. Steere. Is there any particular bill under discussion, Mr.
Chairman ¢

The Cuameman. There are several bills; the Attorney General can
discuss whichever one he sees fit.

STATEMENT OF HON. A. MITCHELL PALMER, ATTORNEY
GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES.

Attorney General PaLMer. I would like first to discuss the subject
generally.
biﬁdr. SteeLe. I understood that the department had prepared a

Attorney General PaLMER. Yes; it is before the committee.

Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, what I shall
say is intended to establish five propositions: 5
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First. There is a condition of revolutionary intent in the country,
on the part of both aliens and citizens, which is of sufficiently wide-
spread a character to merit the serious consideration of the Congress.

his is manifested chiefly by the threats, both written and spoken, on
the part of such persons to injure, destroy or overthrow the Govern-
ment by physical force or violence. .

Second. These threats are of a kind which do not entitle the per-
sons who employ them to hide behind the guaranty of the right of
free speech. They pass far over the line intended to mark the
boundaries of free speech.

Third. There is no Federal statute now upon the books which
adequately meets this situation.

Fourth. Of the several bills which have been introduced and con-
sidered both by this committee, by the Rules Committee of the House,
and by a committee of the Senate, and the Senate, most are so drastic
and far reaching in their character, that, in my judgment, they over-
reach the purpose which they are ciesigned to serve.

And, fifth. The situation calls for legislation of a simple char-
acter, carefully guarding the guaranties of the Bill of R‘ihts, but
filling what I may call the hiatus which exists at present in the statu-

tory law.

liydo not propose, gentlemen, to enter into any lengthy discussion
of the general condition of unrest and discontent 1n the country which
has been manifested from time to time in various alarming ways;
nor do I intend to enter into any deep discussion of the right of
free speech, freedom of the press, and the right of assembly.

I want to call your attention to a few specific cases which I have
culled from a mass of such instances which have come within the
view of the Department of Justice which illustrate the necessity for
additional legislation.

Some misunderstanding seems to have arisen about my attitude
as Attorney General with respect to this legislation. A hearing
was held by the Rules Committee of the House a couple of weeks
ago. That committee had the idea that I supported the so-called
Sterling and Graham bills, and I was charged by certain gentlemen,
on account of my absence, with having an attaclz of ¢ colfe feet,” or,
to put it 'in the inelegant but expressive language of one of them,
it was charged that I had “turned tail and run away.

That is not correct. I saw no necessity for going there, because I
could not give my su[{)port to the rule which was there pending;
and I did not want to be put in the position of opposing all of this
sort of legislation. :

As long ago as last June, when the country was ringing with
reports of violence perpetrated by anarchists and others who are op-
posing the Government in one form or another, I was invited to
appear before a committee of the Senate.

accepted. and there made the statement that from what I had
learned since I had been in the Department of Justice more harm
than good would come from very severe repressive legislation; that
I did not believe it was either proper or advisable, much less neces-
sary, to extend the provisions of the espionage act into peace times:
that neither did T think it was necessary that seditious matter should
be made nonmailable; but that I did believe the situation called for
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a simple act of Congress making what I call, perhaps inaccuratel
“ the individual advocacy of sedition” a crimt,s.p P ¥

The Senate committee did not adopt my view, but finally reported
the so-called Sterling bill, which went very much further than I
thought it wise to go.

This committee reported the Graham bill, which I think may
groperly be described as being more drastic even than the Sterlin

ill. Then the matter came up before the Committee on Rules o
the House for a ial rule for the consideration of the Graham bill.

I maintained the position which I had taken from the beginning;
I stated to the Rules Committee in a letter that neither of those
bills was in accord with my views; that my views were contained
in a bill I had drafted at the suggestion of the Senate committee,
and which is now before your committee, known as the Davey bill
(H. R. 10850), and that upon that bill I was willing to stand, and
upon no other. Of course, I said that responsibility for the form
of the legislation was not with me, but with the &ngress of the
United States, and that the Department of Justice was prepared to
enforce any act which was finally passed and became a law.

At that hearing before the Rules Committee there developed con-
siderable criticism, not only of the Graham bill but of all kindred
legislation.

So far as that criticism was based upon the idea that we ought to
be particularly careful in these difficult times in our country to
guard the guaranties in the Bill of Rights, I am in entire accord
with it. So far as it was based upon the idea that these acts of
violence and threats of violence on the part of anarchists and others
in the country should be met by argument only, and not by the firm
hand of a Federal statute, I am in entire disagreement.

Last summer, when the country was stirred by the knowledge of
repeated threats against the Government, acts of violence against
officials of the Government, and moves designed to injure its author-
ity, the people seemed to be unanimous that a strong stand should
be taken by the Federal Government in its own defense; that if
there was not sufficient law such law should be dpui'. upon the statute
books, and that such laws as we had should be rigorously and
vigorously enforced without delay, in order to bring about a more
peaceful situation in the country.

The newspapers of the country demanded that all the power of the
Federal Government should be used to quell this agitation. The
Congress debated the question, and the Senate solemnly passed resolu-
tions calling upon the Attorney General for action.

It took time to gather the facts which would make it possible to
apply such law as we had to these violators of it in the country. The
Department of Justice had gone promptly and actively to work.
The only practical law that it could get results from was the deporta-
tion statute. That law made it possible for us to secure the deporta-
tion of alien anarchists by cooperation with the Department of Labor.

After a thorough investigation of the situation in the entire coun-
try, we caused several hundred arrests of alien anarchists, and secured
the deportation of, I think, 247, including some of the leaders of the
movement. And on January 2, upon the issuance of warrants in 30
or 40 cities of the United States, there were arrested something like
3,000 aliens of the same type—not all confessed anarchists, but all
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persons who advocated anarchistic principles. In the meantime
sporadic arrests of important individuals were made.

The vigor of the department’s action served notice on the law-
breakers in America of the strong and positive intention of the Gov-
ernment to punish crime, and it had the effect of keeping peace in the
United States and maintaining a kind of order which, in my judg-
ment, would have been impossﬁ)le without it.

On June 2 last there was a concerted effort on the part of some of
these anarchists to terrify the law enforcement branches of the Gov-
ernment by planting bombs at the houses of some 10 or 11 different
officials of the Federal and State Governments. Before that, bombs
had been deposited in the mails and had been received, some of them,
by officials or former officials of the Government. These same ele-
ments in the country proposed te follow this with a greater show of
force and violence. But the Department of Justice, by its vigorous
enforcement of such laws as it had, has given notice to this class of
persons that the United States proposes to defend itself, and is able
to defend itself; and that has gone a long way in keeping peace, quiet,
and order in the country.

And the natural result is reaction. Many good people, patriotic,
loyal Americans, now feeling perfectly safe and secure by reason of
the peace and order which this vigorous policy of the Government
has secured, say, when we ask for further legislation, that we are
excited and hysterical and unduly worried, because the country is
quiet.

An argument of that kind is based upon a false premise. Peace
und order have been achieved and can only be maintained by firmness
in the enforcement of the law, but it should be secured by adequate

aws.

The argument is made that the conditions in these unprecedented
times following the war are such that men are clamoring for what
they call justice, and that the liberal and the radical, though he may
be advocating what you and I can not approve, is entitled to have hisg
say and to do what he can to a.ccomﬁlish his desires, and we ought not
to put the slightest block in his path.

I would not do so, gentlemen. But justice can not come to any
part, much less to all the parts, of our populations except upon the
foundation of law and order. That is the absolute sine qua non, the
absolute precedent situation, which we must have in America before
we can assure our people of justice in all their relations, political,
indutsrial, and economic.

I saw the other day a speech made by one who had strong views of
Americanism and justice. Theodore Roosevelt, when in Columbus,
Ohio, at the time of the great railroad strike in that neighborhood
some 10 years ago, was asked to speak upon law and order. I have
been much struck by the first paragraph of his address to that unset-
tled population—a_population reeking with unrest and discontent
growing out of a difficult situation. Mr. Roosevelt said:

The first essential to the achievement of justice is that law and order shall
obtain; that violence shall be repressed; that the orderly course of law shall be
unobstructed and those who commit violence shall be sternly punished.

But while this is the first vital essential toward the achievement of justice, it
is of value primarily as leading up to justice. After law and order have been

obtained—not before, after—then comes the question of seeing that absolute
ingtice is done.
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Our liberal and radical, indeed, our ultraradical, friends who come
to us with their economic and political theories demanding their idea
of justice must, if they would obtain it, join us in the proposition
that, pending the decision of the questions which they raise, the coun-
try must maintain peace and order, and violence can not be permitted
in any way, by any class or combination of people.

I want to call your attention to some instances which I look upon
as a manifestation of the revolutionary intent in the country—the
intent on the part of some people to break down, if possible, by physi-
cal force and violence the authority of the Government, or the Gov-
ernment itself, and I have selected, almost at random, out of a tre-
mendous mass of documents in ths files of the Bureau of Investigation
of the Department of Justice a number of documents which are the
literature of the anarchistic element in the population. I do not
intend to go into all of them, but a few which I do not believe have
Eeex}i called to your attention are of a kind that I want to refer to

riefly.

I have here, for instance, a circular entitled “ Plain Words.” This
circular is printed in English and is signed “ The Anarchist Fight-
ers.” Copies of it were found at the residence of the Attorney Gen-
eral here iIn Washington when the bomb was placed there on the night
of June 2, 1919, and the same circular was also found at the other
places in the country, about 10 of them, where on the same night
similar bomb outrages were perpetrated. This circular is printed in
the exhibits, marked “A.”

It is not addressed to any particular individual, but its contents are
plainly directed to the Government of the United States. It is
printed on red paper and contains statements like this:

We are not many, perhaps more than you dream of though, but are all deter-
mined to fight to the last, till a man remains buried in your bastiles, till a
hostage of the working classes is left to the tortures of your police system, and
will never rest till your fall is complete and the laboring masses have taken
possession of all that rightly belongs to them.

There will have to be bloodshed; we will not dodge; there will have to be
murder; we will kill, because it is necessary; there will have to be destruc-
tion ; we will destroy to rid.the world of your tyrannical institutions.

Now, here is a document actually delivered to officers of the Gov-
ernment, accompanied by an engine of death, a bomb of high explo-
sive power, which was exploded in 10 or 11 different places in the
United States the same night.

I can not possibly bring myself to believe that there is any man
who, upon any ground, has opposed any of this legislation, who will
say that any man is justified under any circumstances in issuing a
threat of that kind of physical force and violence against officials of
the Government of the United States.

And yet I will say to you gentlemen that, as I read the law, as far
as that circular is put out by an individual, there is no law on the
statute books of the United States which makes that threat a crime,
nor even the actual exploding of the bomb.

The man who brought that red paper to the house of Judge
Thompson in Pittsburgi. a Federal judge, and blew up his house, at-
tacked him, not because he was Judge Thompson. No%ody had any-
thing against him personally. But he was attacked because he rep-
resented in that community the power and authority of the law and
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of the United States. The man who did that violated no Federal
statute. Of course he violated a local statute. But his crime was
not local; it was not aimed at Judge Thompson as an individual; it
was not aimed at his private residence; it was aimed at the Govern-
ment of the United States.

If the man who brought that paper to his house had stood upon
the curb in front of his residence that night, and had read that state-
ment as a threat, as far as the Federal law is concerned, Judge
Thompson would have been helpless to do anything with him. A
man can come to the house of the Chief Justice of the United States
Supreme Court with a bomb in his hand, and a notice like that,
« Eat we mean to kill, because we propose to destroy the Govern-
ment of the United States”; and so far as the Federal law is con-
cerned, the Chief Justice would have to run away and hide to save
his life, because there would be no Federal statute that he could use
to punish the man.

r. WaLsH. Is there some law which would prohibit doing that
to the President?

Attorney General Paumer. The act of 1917, which is the only one
of that nature, makes it a crime to threaten the life of the President;
but it would apply only to threats and not to actions, and only to the
President. But the Government of the United States can be reached,
:ln the minds of these people, through other persons than the Presi-

ent.

Here is another circular that I do not know that you gentlemen
have seen. (This circular is printed in the Exhibits marked ¢ B ».)
It is a circular entitled, “ Men of the Army. Farewell !” This circu-
lar was issued by the Industrial Workers of the World. It contains
these paragraphs:

The world’s industrial workers must organize intellizently and scientifically
on industrial lines, not only to carry on the every-day battle of the working
class, not only to take possession of the world’s industries, but to carry on pro-
duction when the present wage-slavery system is abolished.

That is what the Industrial Workers of the World is organized for; as it
tears down the old rotten capitalistic system, through organized direct eco-
nomic action, it lays the foundation for a new system and in the shell of the
old builds the structure of a new society—the Workers' Industrial Republic.

'To my mind, that is the plainest kind of a threat, by the use.of
force, to destroy the Government of the United States and build
upon its ruins a new government.

Mr. Reavis. Mr. Attorney General, may I ask you a question ?

Attorney General PaumEer. Certainly.

Mr. Reavis. The circular that you have just read would be in
harmony with a peaceful attempit to make a change, would it not?

Attorney General PaLmer. I do not think so; I do not call
“through organized direct action ”—— ’

Mr. Reavis (interposing). Well, “ Organized direct action ” might
be an organized peaceful action?

Attorney General PaLmer. That is not what is understood by
“direct action ” in the minds of every one of these people; “ direct
action ” has come to have a perfectly plain meaning.

Mr. Reavis. Yes; but not when they say “organized direct eco-
nomic action.”

Attorney General PaLmer. It does not change the real intent.
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Mr. Reavis. Is that not in harmony with, or could it not be con-
strued as a peaceful effort along the line of economics to effect a
change?

At?omey General PaLyEer. It miﬁht, by an effort of construction,
if we did not know so much about the I. W. W.’s plans and proceed-

ings.

ﬁr. Reavis. What I mean is this: If we had legislation that would
permit the prosecution and conviction of a man for distributing such
a circular as you have just read, that might result in convicting some
of them who had no violent intention at all?

Attorney General PaLmer. Well, that would be a miscarriage of
justice, and such a conviction would be contrary to the intent and
plain language of the Davey bill.

Mr. Reavis. Well, it would be a pretty bad condition if we had
leﬁislation that would permit the conviction of a man of that kind
who had no intention of using force and violence to bring about a
change in conditions?

Attorney General PaLmer. The statute should make it perfectly
plain that only where the result was intended to be accomp{i’ghed by
actual or attempted or threatened physical force or violence. If a

articular ca.sell))rought under the statute might result improperly
1n a conviction that, of course, would be unfortunate and would have
to be treated specially by appeal or otherwise. But such cases would
be rare if the statute were properly drawn.

Mr. Rravig. Surely; and there has been a theory expressed in the
country, and to a certain extent, in the House, that legislation of
this character should be so safeguarded that a peaceful attempt to
effect a change in either economic or governmental conditions should
not be interfered with, because that is one of the prerogatives of
citizens. ‘ ’

Attorney General PaLmEr. T am with you on that—strongly. The
Davey bill does not so interfere.

Mr. Reavis. You have just read a circular that you say calls for
legislation, and yet that circular on its face might be entirely peace-
ful and not advocate anything. violent at all. Now, you that
circular as an inducement to legislation, but legislation which would

unish the man who edited or who inscribed that circular, might be

egislation that would convict an innocent man, so far as force and
violence are concerned?

Attorney General ParLyEer. An innocent man might be convicted
under any legislation. Under a properly drawn statute his illegal
intent would have to be proved. In order that such intent might be
proved, other evidence as to the subject’s activities and as to his
connections with the organization claimed to be illegal would be
introduced in the course of the prosecution. Such evidence would
consist of showing the nature of the organization referred to. In
the particular instance cited by me the investigations of the Depart-
ment of Justice have shown that the Industrial Workers of the World
is an organization which, through its propaganda, consisting of
literature and speeches of its organizers, actively indulges in the
advocacy of seizure of industry by direct action or what is familiarly
known as “mass action.” This consists principally in the institution
of a general strike in the basic industries involved, and, according
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to the doctrines of the Industrial Workers of the World, the taking
over of the industries is to be accomplished by “direct economic
action ” and not by a resort to the ballot box.

In my personal judgment, literature which threatens to tear down
what is called the old, capitalistic form of government, and to build
in its place a “ workers’ industrial republic,” through direct action

Mr. Reavis (interposing). Direct economic action?

Attorney General PaLmer. Well, “ direct economic action ” in this
particular I. W. W. circular, if you please, counsels methods of
political reform which should not be countenanced.

Mr. Reavis. Well, would vou have legislation against the attempt
to change industrial conditions by direct economic action

Attorney General PaLMER. Where “ direct economic action ” meaxns,
as the I. W. W. construe it to mean, the use of physical force and
violence, yes.

Mr. Reavis. Would you have legislation that would punish “ direct
economic action” along the lines suggested by the circular, if you
knew nothing about the I. W. W. organization?

Mr. Boies (interposing). This circular would not be the only
testimony in the case, would it?

Attorney General PaLmer. Certainly not. From all the evidence
the jury would find the intent.

Let me read another circular from the files of the department.
This is a translation of an article appearing in “ Klieb I Volia,” in the
issue of August 28, 1919. (This article is printed in the exhibits
marked “C.”) That is a Russian periodical, issued by the Union of
Russian Workers; it contains paragraphs like these:

Against that physical force which is barricading our way, observes Malatesta,
we can do only one thing, and that is turn to physical force, a violent revolution.

Only social revolution can free the worker, and only the working class can
“put over” a social revolution. There are no legal means, nor can there
be any, whereby true liberty could be obtained, for the laws are the products
of those that favor and defend the existing order of things.

By the words “ social revolution” we mean a complete destruction of the
present order, and not merely the transfer of government.

And so forth. :

Here is another, which is signed “The American Anarchists.”
(This circular is printed in the exhibit, marked “ D.”) Some of the
paragraphs of which read as follows:

Do not think that only foreigners are anarchists; we are a great number
right here at home.

You have shown no pity to us; we will do likewise.

And deport us; we will dynamite you.

Mr. SteeLe. Among these different organizations, like the social-
ists and communists, have not the words “ direct action” a well-
defined meaning ¢

Attorney General Parmer. Without question.

Mr. SteeLe. Does the expression not mean direct action as opposed
to parliamentary action?

ttorney General PaLmer. Exactly; it means the use of force.

Here is a circular entitled, “ To arms, comrades.” (This circular
is printed in the exhibits, marked “E.”) This circular was issued
by the American Anarchist Federated Commune Soviets shortly
after November, 1919, at which time the arrest of a large number
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of the Union of Russian Workers were made under the direction
of the Attorney General. These paragraphs are contained in it:
We must spend our money on acquiring guns and ammunition and learn
how to shoot—and to shoot into the beasts who would dare to attack us.
We must unite secretly, call strikes in all industries, begin to seize all food

stores and factories, attack with any weapon you can, capitalism and its
upholders. .

Capitalism, through its government, has by its bloody Friday—

That was the day that the arrests of members of the Union of
Russian Workers were made under the deportation statute—
started the spark of the soclal revolution in America, and it is up to us, the
rebellious workers, to keep the spark burning until victory is ours—and
victory will only come by our beginning to use all weapons of force which we
can lay hold of in fighting our enemies.

To arms, rebellious workers of America.

Mr. Hustep. Have all of these circulars which you have read from
been widely distributed throughout the United States?

Attorney General PaLmMer. Yes. And as I say, I am taking these
almost at random from a mass of such things in the Department of
Justice which would deluge any committee if I brought one-tenth of
them down here. -

Here is another. It is entitled, “Arm yourselves,” and was issued
gy the American Anarchist Federated Commune Soviet, of New

ork City. (This is printed in the exhibits, marked “ F.”) The
inspiration for the issuance of this circular was the action of the
New York City authorities in preventing a demonstration in Wash-
ington Square, New York, on Wednesday afternoon, October 8,
1919, which was planned as a protest against the blockade of Russia.
It containg this paragraph:

We therefore call upon you, the striking steel workers, and of every other
industry, to arm yourselves for to uphold your rights as free human beings,
jJust as much as capitalism through its government is armed and attacks you
in order to keep you in slavery.

Mr. WaLse. Mr. Attorney General, if we had a law prohibiting
those people from doing this thing, do you think that would stop
them E%om doing it nevertheless if they were serious enough in their
intentions?

Att;n'ney General PaLmer. Could we not have such a law, do you
mean

Mr. Warsn. No; do you think if we had a law prohibiting these
things it would actually prevent them from doing the things, if
there were a sufficient number of them who were serious in their
intentions{

Attorney General PALmer. I think there are a sufficient number of
them who are serious in their intentions for us to punish those who
actually do this as a deterrent to others. Of course, how far a crimi-
nal statute will prevent the commission of crime is a much-debated
question ; but I am perfectly satisfied that human nature has not yet
gotten to the point where we can hope to entirely abolish crime by
providing penalties for its commigsion. But penal statutes are really
productive of deterrent results.

Mr. Warsa. Can you tell us how many States are affected by this
unrest or revolutionary agitation ¢
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Attorney General PaLyer. Well, it is all over the country. I can
not give you the number of States. It is strongest in the great indus-
trial centers.

Mr. Hustep. If such a statute did not enable you to absolutely pre-
vent the offenses it would at least enable you to punish, would 1t not,
s great many of the people who commit these offenses ?

Attorney General PaLmER. Well, that is one of the important pur-
poses of it. The statute itself will act as a deterrent and the punish-
ment of persons who commit these offenses will serve to deter others
from committing similar offenses.

Mr. Hustep. And there is no Federal statute now by which you can
reach them? .

Attorney General PaLyEer. As I view it, there is no Federal statute
now which enables us to hold a single individual for this kind of act.

Mr. Warsa. Well, if they start an insurrection or revolution
against the Government, do you mean to say there is no Federal stat-
ute to punish that.

The CrairymaN. There is if it amounts to a conspiracy.

Attorney General PaLyer. There is a statute covering insurrection
and there is one covering conspiracy to overthrow the Government
by force. The individual who incites or sets on foot an insurrection
or rebellion against the Government of the United States may be
punished under section 4 of the Criminal Code; but I am perfectly
clear that the meaning of the language of that section is that there
must be rebellion or insurrection before we can hold that man.

Mr. SteeLE. There is a section against conspiracy, however.

Attorney General PaLmer. Section 6 of the Criminal Code is
against conspiracy; section 4 is against whoever incites, sets on foot,
or aids or assists 1n any rebellion or insurrection against the United
States or the laws thereof, or gives aid or comfort thereto.

Mr. Sterre. Yes. .

Mr. Hustep. May I ask you this question: In your opinion is it
possible now for an individual on a public platform or the press to
advocate with impunity the destruction of our Government by force
and violence?

Attorney General PaLMER. Yes. We had this kind of case brought
to our attention in the period between the explosions in June and the
4th of July; there were numerous cases of this character, but I re-
member one in particular, where a man who was a rather prominent
citizen in his State, who had been active in political and economic
discussions in the State, made the declaration in the presence of wit-
nesses whose veracity was undoubted that between the 1st and the
4th of July there would be other and greater bomb outrages than
had been committed in June: that he knew of one that was going to
be perpetrated; that he approved of it and believed in it and advo-
cated it as a means of expressing the resentment of his class of people
against the Government of the United States.

So far as I could see, there was nothing we could do about that;
and yet I can not bring my mind to conceive that that sort of thing,
spread among the people, is withire the rights of a man who relies
upon the guaranty of free speech.

Mr. Reavis. Mr. Attorney General, you hold that under existing
law the rebellion would have to be an accomplished fact before any-
one conld be made amenable to the law for incitine a rebellion?
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Attorney General PALMER. Yes, sir; loosely stated.

Mr. Reavis. Suipose the law read, “ Whoever incites, or attempts
to incite,” would that cover your point?

Attorney - General PaLMEr. Such an amendment would be very
serviceable. But I think it could be more completely covered. May I
conclude these illustrations and then take up tﬂat question?

Mr. Reavis. Yes; I beg your pardon for interruptin% you.

Attorney General Paumer. I think I can save time by concluding
with these illustrations, unless you do not want to hear any more
of them. :

Mr. Reavis. No; I do not want to interrupt you.

Attorney General Pavyer. And T will discuss the law as it stands
in just a few minutes. I want to call your attention to just a few
other cases.

Here is a circular addressed, “ To the working people of America,”
signed by “A group of workingmen.” (This circular is printed with
Exhibits marked H.) It contains this paragraph, after a sarcastic
reference to the glory of the American flag:

The workers of Russia, Germany, Austria, and other countries have arisen
and have overthrown their rulers. Not by ballots, but by arming themselves,
as it 1s your only means. You alone do not budge. Are you afraid to follow
thei;' example? Are you afraid to take by force what rightfully belongs to
you

Here is another, addressed, “ To the striking Longshoremen.”
(This circular is printed in the Exhibits marked I.) The circular
closes with a statement that “the workers must capture the powers
of the State.” and contains a very vicious attack upon the American
Federation of Labor. as most of these circulars that are issued by
various classes of agitators do, showing that none of them is of the
loyal and patriotic type that characterizes the officials and members
generally of the American Federation of Labor; all of them are
very bitter in their attacks against the American labor movement,
under the direction of the Federation of Labor.

I would like to leave these illustrations with the committee, with
many others that I shall not take the time to read, some of which
vou have possibly seen, but most of which you probably have not,
but all of which, so far as I recall, contain threats in the plainest
language to use force in the changing of the Government.

I will read one more, to illustrate another phase in the situation.
and then I will be through with them. This circular is addressed.
“To you workers of America, colored or white ”; it was issued by

the American Anarchist Federated Commune Soviets, and received -

very wide distribution. The circular contains an attack upon the
American Federation of Labor, in thaf it is stated that that organiza-
tion has constantly “boycotted, sneered at, ignored. and refused to
organize them.” namely, the negro workers. (This circular is
printed in the Exhibits marked J.) Here is an extract from the
circular:

By our united strength, we, the workers of all colors and creeds, shall start
the real worth-while war, for the overthrow of the entire capitalist system
and the taking over of all the industries, farms, and warehouses of the

country.
If blood will have to be spilled in order to enable us to accomplish this. then
let it never again be the blood shed by workers against workers, but let it
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be the blood of capitalism, its government, church, and press, that will at-
tempt to prevent us the workers®from freeing ourselves of the present slavery
and our retaking of all the wealth we have produced and been robbed of.

If battles must be fought, if riots must take place, if blood must be shed,
in order to destroy the present slavery, then let us do it by our united
strength start the real war—the social revolution.

Appeals of that kind to racial hatred—appeals especially to the
Negroes of the South—have been numerous and couched in the
strongest language.

Now, I have introduced those only with this purpose, and I want
you to multiply those cases by thousapds upon tiousa.n(is——to get an
accurate idea of the extent to which this kind of propaganda, if you
may call it such, has gone all over the United States.

Mr. Reavis. May I ask you another question? Are these circulars
gotten out by different organizations or do they in large measure
come from the same organization?

Attorney General PaLMER. Some of them are anonymous. There
are manI{Eorganizations in the country getti.nﬁ them out.

Mr. Reavis. There are a number of such organizations in the
country ?

Attorney General PaLmer. There are.

Mr. 'SreeLE. Some of the socialist organizations have created a
communistic party with a bolshevistic platform{

Attorney General PALmEr. I did not go into that, Mr. Steele, be-
cause I thought it probably had been presented to the committee
very fully. It is so familiar to us at the department that I thought
it was familiar to the Members of the House. -

Mr. Sreece. It is not familiar to me, and I should like to have
information about it. '

Attorney General PaLmer. In the fall of 1919 the American So-
cialist Party split into three groups, two of which became the Com-
munist Party and the Communist Labor Party, and they adopted the
manifesto and program of the “ Third International.”

I have here and will leave with the committee briefs of the facts
with relation to the communist and communist labor parties pre-
pared by the Degartment of Justice and used by it before the De-
partment of Labor recently in the cases involving the pro
deportation of 3,000 or more members of the Communist Labor
Party who were arrested on January 2. [These briefs are printed
in the exhibits marked “ K” and “ L.”] Under the deportation stat-
ute the Secretary of Labor was required to hear the case and counsel
appeared for one of the members of the Communist Labor Party,
who defended him upon the ground that his case did not come within
the language of the deportation statute.

Secretary Wilson, after hearing the evidence and after having
had presented to him the documents showing the beliefs of the
Communist Party, found that it was an organization falling within
the provisions of the deportation statute. That happened within
the last week or so. I will leave with the committee also the opinion
of Secretary Wilson in that matter. And possibly, Mr. Steele, your
Eloestion might best be answered by allowing me to read briefly

m Secretary Wilson’s opinion.
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This was in the case of Englebrert Preis, who was a member of
the Communist Party and was arrested as such. Secretary Wilson,
in his opinion, says:

OPINION OF SECRETARY WILSON WITH REGARD TO MEMBERSHIP IN COMMUNIST
PARTY—IN RE ENGLEBRERT PREIS.

LY

Age, 81; native of Austria; entered the United States at Port Huron, Mich.,
on November 13, 1915, having arrived in Quebec by steamship Scotan June 14,
1914. This is a case arising under the provisions of the act of October 16, 1918.

It is alleged that the alien is a member of the Communist Party of America,
which is affiliated with the Communist International. The alien admits meln-
bership in the Communist Party of America, and that is affiliated with the
Communist International.. The sole question, therefore, to be determined by
the Secretary of Labor is: Is the Communist Party of America such an organi-
zation as is described in the act of October 16, 1918, membership in which
makes an alien liable to deportation. The language of the act applicable to
this particular case is as follows: )

“SecTioN 1. * * * galiens who are members of or affiliated with any
organization that entertains a belief in, teaches, or advocates the overthrow by
force or violence of the Government of the United States.”

“Sec. 2. * * * shall, upon the warrant of the Secretary of Labor, be
taken into custody and deported in the manner provided in the immigration act
of February 5, 1917.”

It will be observed that belief in, teaching, or ndvocatlng the overthrow of
the Government of the United States is not alone sufficient to bring any organi-
zation within the scope of the act. There must, in addition, be a belief in,
teaching, or advocacy of force or violence to accomplish the purpose. Bearing
that in mind, we may proceed to an examination of the facts.

The manifesto and program and constitution of the Communist Party of
America and the manifesto of the Communist International are submitted in
evidence and their authenticity admitted. The constitution of the Communist
Party (see p. 19 of the manifesto) requires that:

“ Sgc. 2. Applicants for membership shall sign an application card reading
as follows: ‘ The undersigned, after having read the constitution and program
of the Communist Party, declares his adherence to the principles and tactics of
the party and the Communist International, agrees to submit to the discipline
of fhe party as stated in its constitution, and pledges himself to engage actively
in its work.””

An examination of the documents submitted clearly demonstrates the fact
that it is the purpose of the Communist Party to overthrow the Government of
the United States. There are many statements that might be quoted show-
ing that purpose. The two following are typical. On page 9 of the manifesto
and program the statement is made:

“ Communism does not propose to ‘capture’ the bourgeoise parliamentary
state, but to conquer and destroy it.”

And again, on the same page:

“ The proletarian class struggle is essentlally a political struggle. * * *
The objective is the conquest by the protelariate of the power of the State.”

Many other statements of similar purport are to be found in the same docu-
ment. After having found that it is the purpose of the Communist Party to
conquer and destroy the Government of the United States, the next point of
inquiry is as to how the conquest is to take place.

It is apparent that the Communist Party does not seek to attain its
objective through the parliamentary machinery of this Government, established
by and operated under the Constitution. That is made sufficiently clear by the
following excerpt from page 15 of the manifesto referred to:

“(b) Participation in parliamentary campaigns, which in the general strug-
gle of the proletariat is of secondary importance, is for the purpose of
revolutionary propaganda only.”

And again from pages 9 and 10 of the ‘same document :

“In those countries where the conditions for a workers’ revolution are not
yet ripe, the same process will go on. The use of parliamentarism, however, is
only of secondary importance.”

166718—20——2
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And further on page 10:

“The parliamentarism of the Comnmunist Party performs a service in mobﬂ-
1zing the proletariat against capitalism, emphasizing the political character of
the class struggle.”

The purliamentary processes established by our Gmemment are to be dis-
carded or used for propaganda purposes only and other means adopted for
overthrowing the Government of the United States. These means are stated
at considerable length and frequently reiterated seemingly for purposes of
emphasis. The conquest of the power of the State is to be accomplished by the
mass power of the proletariat.

Strikes are to be broadened and deepened, making them general and mllitant,
and efforts made to develop their revolutionary implications. The strike is to
be be used not simply as a means to secure redress of economic wrongs, but
as a means through which the Government may be conquered and destroyed.
A few excerpts from the Communist Party and Communist International man-
ifestos will make these statements evident.

Thus on page 10 of the manifesto and program of the Communist Party of
America is the following:

“The conquest of the power of the State is accomplished by the mass power of
the proletariat. Political mass strikes are a.vital factor in developing this
mass power, preparing the working class for the conquest of capitalism. The
power of the proletariat lies fundamentally in its control of the industrial
process. The mobilizing of this control against capitalisin means the initial
form of the revolutionary mass action that will conquer the power of the State.”

And again on page 11 of the same document:

‘“Mass action is industrial in its origin, but it acquires political character
as it develops fuller forms. Mass action, in the form of general political
strikes and demonstrations, upites the energy and forces of the proletariat,
brings proletarian mass pressure upon the bourgeois state. The more general
and conscious mass action becomes, the more it antagonizes the bourgeois state,
the more it becomes political mass action. Mass action is responsive to life
itself, the form of aggressive proletarian struggle under imperialism. Out of this
struggle develops revolutionary mass action, the means for the proletarian
conquest of power.”

And further on page 12, the same document :

‘ Strikes of protest develop into general political strikes and then into revo-
lutionary mass action for the conquest of the power of the State. Mass action
becomes political in purpose while extra parliamentary in form; it is equally a
process of revolution and the revolution itself in operation.”

Then on page 16:

“ The Communist Party shall participate in mass strikes, not only to achieve
the immediate purposes of the strike, but to develop the revolutionary implica-
tions of the mass strike.”

And then making the purpose still more clear, we have the following from
page 30 of the manifesto of the Communist International, with which the Com-
munist Party of America is affiliated and whose manifesto is accepted as part
of the policy of the party:

“The revolutionary era compels the proletariat to make use of the means of
battle which will concentrate its entire energies, namely, mass action, with its
logical resultant, direct conflict with the governmental machinery in open com-
bat. All other methods, such as revolutionary use of bourgeois parliamentarism,
will be of only secondary significance.”

From these quotations and numerous other statements in the manifesto, not
here quoted, it is apparent that the Communist Party of America is not merely
a political party seeking the control of affairs of state, but a revolutionary
party seeking to conquer and destroy the State in open combat. And the only
conclusion is that the Communist Party of America is an organization that
believes in, teaches, and advocates the overthrow by force or violence of the
Government of the United States.

It does not devolve upon the Secretary of Labor officially to determine whether
Congress was wise in creating the law, or the Communist Party wise in creating
the facts. It.is his duty to apply the law to the facts as he finds them.
It is mandatory upon him to take into custody aliens who are members of this
organization and deport them in the manner provided for in the immigration
act of February 5, 1917.

Your memorandum of January 17, 1920, recommending that the department
issue its warrant for the deportation of Englebrert Preis, such deportation to
Ye to Austria, at Government expense, i{s hereby approved.

(Signed) W. B. WILsON, Secretary.
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Mr. Dyer. When was this organization first formed ?

Attorney General Paraer. In this country?

Mr. Dyer. Yes.

Attorney General PaLmer. In the fall of 1919.

Mr. Hustep. Do you care to make any statement, Mr. Attorney
(eneral, as to the number of people in America who adhere to these
doctrines?

Attorney General PaLmer. Mr. Ferguson, the secretary of the
Communist Party, made the statement that there are 50,000 mem-
bers of that party in the United States.

Mr. Dyer. Would you care to state whether they have greatly in-
creased in the last few years in membership ¢

Attorney General PaLmer. This Communist Party was not organ-
1zed in this country until the fall of 1919, at their Chicago conven-
tion.

Mr. GoovykouNTz, I was not present when you began your state-
ment, but as I came in I understood you to say that you were in
favor of the Davey bill. Would you mind stating what your criti-
visms are of the so-called Graham bill?

Attorney General PaALMER. Yes; I am coming to that right now.
I will be very glad to do that.

Mr. Steere. There is a very interesting article in the Atlantic
Monthly for December or January, which discusses the number of
iK)::ple engaged in this propaganda, which is variously estimated at

m 100,000 to 300,000.

Mr. Dyer. Under the present laws of the United States, can not
tllle men who subscribe to those doctrines be deported if they are
aliens? :

Attorney General PaLMER. Yes.

Mr. Dyer. How many have been deported? ,

Attorney General PALMER. The members of the Communist Party
who were arrested on January 2, in a country-wide raid, have not
yet been deported. :

Mr. Dyer. No orders have yet been issued for their deportation?

Attorney General PaLmer. 1 have just read to the committee the
decision of Secretary of Labor Wilson in the first case which came
to him, in which he decided just a few days ago that membership
in the Communist Party brought the defendant within the terms of
the deportation statute, and ordered his deportation. Now, the way
18 cleared for the deportation of the entire number.

Mr. Dyer. All you need now is plenty of ships?

Attorney General PaLmer. Well, of course, we will have to go
through the necessary legal proceedings, because many of them doubt-
less will dispute their membership, and raise other legal questions.

Mr. Teoe. No action could be taken by the department on behalf
of the Federal (Government against citizens who preached the doc-
trines of the Third International, so-called %

Attorney (General ParLmer. No: unless you were able to establish
a conspiracy under the terms of section 6.

Mr. Garp. Will you permit me to ask you a question? The gist
of Secretary Wilson’s decision seems to me to be that he accepts the
common or ordinary meaning of the word “ combat”: that is. to
mean a physical combat, and thereby associates that organization
with physical force and violence.
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Attorney General PaLmer. He does not place it entirely upon the
word “ combat.”

b NE’r? Gagp. Well, he uses the two words “ mass action ” and “ com-
at

Attorney General Parmer. I think you must read the context to
get the meaning—* direct conflict with the governmental machinery
1n open combat.” '

r. GArp. “ Open combat.”

Attorney General Paumer. Through mass action.

Mr. Garp. Mass action, in open combat.

Attorney General PaLmEr. And it discards all parliamentary and
political methods. Now, that leaves nothing else except force.

Mr. Garo. It does not say, “ discarding all political methods”?

Attorney General PaLmer. Well, disregarding parliamentarism.

Mr. Garp. Yes; parliamentarism. '

Attorney General PaLmer. And that is the political method.

Mr. Hustep. They do say in the circular, do they not, that par-
liamentary methods are only subordinate ? ‘

Attorney General PaLmer. “ Of only secondary significance.”

Mr. Hustep. Yes; only of secondary significance.

Attorney General PaLmMer. And only to be used for the purpose of

. developing the revolutionary force.

Mr. Reavis. That is, it is one of the details to effect their main
purpose ?

Attorney General PaLyer. Well, it is a case of camouflage.

Mr. Reavis. Well, hardly that.

Attorney General PaLMEr. -Well, we will have to differ in our
opinion of that. I think the words “mass action in open combat ”
are incapable of any other construction than that it is an advocacy
of the use of force to overthrow the Government of the United States.

Mr. Reavis. And all the other methods that they have are only for
the purpose of working to the main end, the ultimate combat

Attorney General PaLmer. They say their participation in par-
liamentary methods is always of secondary significance; only for the
purpose of keeping their crowd together, and to hold the organiza-
tion together until such time as they can break out in “mass action
in open combat ” against the machinery of the Government of the
United States.

Mr. Reavis. And they avow that as the ultimate purpose of the
organization ?

Attorney General PaLmer. Exactly.

Now, I take it, gentlemen, that we may safely agree, all patriotic
Americans, upon this proposition, that this is the people’s Govern-
ment; that we have had our Revolution, and that we have estab-
lished a form of Government under which any man may, by the
methods devised by the fathers, accomplish all the reforms that he
may desire, if he can bring them about in the methods so laid down.
I take it that we may also agree that every man who comes to our
shores must be understood to have fought and won his revolution
when he gets here.

So that it is our duty, as loyal and patriotic Americans, believing
that this is a popular Government, capable and willing to give to
every man, woman, and child between the oceans that true measure
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of happiness to which he is entitled under our parliamentary, politi-
cal methods, if you please—it is our duty to see that the Government
is armed with tﬂe power of self-defense, and that these forcible, vio-
lent methods of short-cutting to a reform are an attack upon the life
of a people’s Government, which can not be tolerated if the Govern-
ment is to continue to live.

I want to get to this Graham bill in just a minute. And I want to
say this before I discuss these bills: Much has been said about the
guaranty of free speech. No man can go further than I will go in
his earnestness to protect people in that guaranty. I feel no differ-
ently from what every member of this committee, and every Member
of Congress feels—and what every man feels who knows his country,
what it stands for, what it means, and how it has developed, and un-
derstands the sacred character of the guaranty of free speech, the
right of free assemblage, and the freedom of the press. -

ut it seems to me to be perfectly plain that there must be a dead
line across which men can not go in the exercise of their right of free
speech, if the Government is going to be permitted to defend itself
as a people’s Government. And I am of the opinion that it is easy
to draw that dead line.
hMr. S';'zm.z They have drawn that for a good many years, have
they not

ttorney General PaLmer. I am speaking with particular refer-
ence to the Government itself. It ougglt to be drawn, it seems to me,
at a Ifthe where there is attempted or actual use of or a threat or
necessary implication of the use of force. And I make no mistake
about what kind of force is meant. I am perfectly willing to use the
words “ phfvsical force,” because that is what we mean—physical
force or violence.

I have sometimes used this illustration: It is perfectly proper for
a man to stand on a soap box here on Pennsylvania Avenue and
harangue a crowd to the effect that he believes the Government of
the United States is wrong, built upon the wrong principle, and
that the Congress is a useless appendage in this Nation. It is per-
fectly proper for him to say that he favors the abolition of the
Con of the United States.

The CrHAIRMAN. Yes; or of the Constitution.

Attorney General PaLmer. Yes; that he favors the abolition of
the Constitution of the United States, if you will, and the substitu-
tion of a communist form of government. That is all right. He
ought to be protected in that kind of speech by all the power of the
Government, much as we may personally disagree with what he says.

But when he stands on Pennsylvania Avenue and says. “ T believe
the Congress of the United States should be abolished, and I propose
to abolish it by walking up to the Capitol and planting a bomb
under the House of Representatives and blowing those Congressmen
to hi%ix Heaven,” then it is something more than mere self-preserva-
tion that would lead you gentlemen to say that he has stepped over
the dead line by the advocacy of the use of force to bring about a
very startling, radical change in the Government of the United
States. There can not be any debate about that sort of thing, it
seems to me.

Forgive a personal word, but this thing is also true: T accord to
every man who lives between the seas the right to criticize the
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Attorney General of the United States all that he sees fit. That is
erfectly all right—and lots of them are doing it. [Laughter.]
hat is perfectly proper, in strict accord with every principle of our

(Government,

The CHARMAN. You do not believe in the antisedition laws of
1798? Very few, if any, do at this time.

Attorney General PaLmer. I certainly do not. That is all right
for a man to criticize the Attorneyv General, as T have said. But
when he goes to the house of the Attorney General of the United
States and blows up his house and attempts to kill his family, he is
not doing anything against that man as an individual; he is, by the
use of force, attacking the Government of the United States, whoever
the Attorney General may be.

And these gentlemen who would make it impossible for us to
punish that miscreant under Federal laws by the allegation that we
are impinﬁi.ng upon the right of free speech, have got a distorted
view of what the rights of the public and the rights of the Govern-
ment are in these matters, it seems to me.

I think, however, that the very fact that there is unrest and dis- .
content and discussion, amongst ignorant people chiefly, about our
form of Government and its processes, makes it important for us
to be extremely careful in the method we adopt to make the sort
of thing that I have described punishable—to make it a crime. We
ought not to do anything which will give them an excuse for further
inciting ignorant persons to:violence, looking to the injury or de-
struction of the Government. We ought not to write into the law
anything which would make it possible for men to present a plaus-
ible argument, even, that the civil rights of the citizen have been
trodden upon.

And right there is the fundamental reason for my objection to the
Sterling bill, and the Graham bill, and the Husted bill, and several
others of these bills which have been introduced and contended for,
both in the House and in the Senate. I shall not go through them
in detail, but there are several objections common to two or more
of these bills.

But I confess, gentlemen, that the Graham bill makes me shudder
a little. I think a great many very good people might, with glt))od
reason, be considerably frightened by the provisions of that bill,
because it is so searching in its definitions of the acts and speeches
of men that, in times of excitement in the country, a judge who is
disposed to be severe toward a defendant, or a jury, moved at all
Ly local prejudice or passions in a community, might well sweep
away the civil liberties of the citizen under that act.

For instance, I recall one provision which makes it unlawful for -
any person to speak in any assembly where the indirect result of
his speech would be injury to private property. I omit a d
deal of the language in it, but that idea 1s there. Now, that might
well scare most of us. I can understand how a man discussing po-
litical questions might very well make a public address of a nature
that would stir some workers, we will say, to strike, though he might
not directly advise it; and the result of the strike might be injury
to private property; so that the indirect result of his speech would
be the destrnction or injury to private property; and I could see
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}mw it would be extremely dangerous to allow that to stay in the
aw.

I am -personally opposed very strongly to making this alleged
seditious matter nc))’nml;,?l:ble. Tr}{at is aI:Lg extremely da%gemus thing.
It means that the decision as to the unlawful character of the writ-
ing is left with a single officer of the Government—an executive
oficial appointed for an entirely different purpose under our sys-
tem of government than that of interpreting the laws with respect
to the guilt or innocence of any person.

It makes it possible for the Postmaster General to destroy prop-
erty absolutely, taking its value away by his mere opinion that the
writing violates the statute; and, indeed, it goes so far, if I recall
its terms correctly, as to say that the Postmaster General may refuse
the use of the mails to a writing the intended or probable effect of
which is to result in riot or disorder.

Now, gentlemen, I do not believe that it is ever either wise or
proper, much less necessary, in this emergency, to permit any Post-
master Geeneral to determine the probable result of a writing to the
extent that he has the power, if he determ¥nes that the probable
result will be riot, or bloodshed, or disorder, to destroy the value of
a man’s property.

Mr. Dyer. He has that authority now in other matters.

Attorney General PaLmer. Well, with relation to obscene litera-
ture, which comes under quite a different principle.

Mr. Dyer. Also where there is a charge of fraud.

DAttomey General PaLmer. Well, I am not strong for that, Mr.
yer.

Mr. SteeLe. If it would not interrupt your argument, may I ask
for your views as to that clause in the Davey bill which prohibits
any act of force against any person or his property ?

Attorney General PaLymEer. The Davey bill is, of course, the sim-
plest of all these measures. As Mr. Davey has told you, I presume,
if he has been heard, it was prepared by the Department of Justice,
under my direction, at the suggestion of the committee of the Sen-
ate, solely for the purpose of meeting this one hiatus in the law—
the individual advocacy of the forcible injury or overthrow of the
Government. And, of course, as all criminal stautes ought to be, it
is drawn so as to minimize the ibility of the innocent man, or
the man who is not intended to be caught under it, being convicted
of a crime thereunder.

Let me say, before I begin to discuss it, that I am very doubtful,
on further reflection, about the wisdom or necessity of the .de-
naturalization feature of this bill.

. The Cuammax. Is there not a serious question as to its constitu-
tionality #

Attorney General PaLmer. Well, there might be easily a question
raised, and it is not sufficiently useful—

The CuaimrMaN (interposing). The Constitution expressly pro-
vides that a person who has been naturalized is a citizen; and I
don’t believe he can be denaturalized by an act of Con

Attorney General PaLmer. I know. But the courts have also
decided, of course, that the naturalization papers may be taken away
from a man where procured by fraud.
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The CrARMAN. That is true; there is no question about that.

Attornéy General Parmer (oontinuing). ich vitiates every-
thing it touches. .

The CamMaN. There is, of course, no question about that.

Attorney General Paumer. And if within a comparatively short
time after a man took the oath of allegiance he joined an organiza-
tion of the character of those that have been described here this
morning that attempted to destroy the very Government which he
swore to obey, that would be very strong evidence, at least, of fraud
in the procurement of his naturalization; and the court in New Jer-
sey, in time of war, in effect held that. .

The CramrMAN. That might be perfectly proper.

Attorney General PaLmer. But I recognize, of course, that time
cures many things, and it certainly weakens the evidence under alle-
gations of fraud; and it may be that a man who was naturalized
10 years ago had it in mind to be ever so loyal when he took the
oath, but changed his mind since, and you could not prove fraud
against him.

The CramMAN. Or even if it was six months ago?

Attorney General PaLMER. I do not know about that; men do not
change their minds so quickly on a matter of so much importance as
that. But I am inclined to the opinion that the provision for de-
naturalization is not very useful, anyhow.

The CaHARMAN. And you would strike it out?

Attorney General PaLmEr. I would strike it out.

Mr. Reavis. May I ask you a question along the lines sugfested by
Mr. Steele? What is your thought with reference to the danger of
leaving in this bill the application of force against dproperty?

Attorney General PaLmer. This bill is intended to do only this
thing: It makes a crime of the committing, or attempting to com-
mit, or threatening to commit, an act of force or violence upon per-
son or property, provided it be done with the intent described in the
act. Now, that is all there is to if.

Mr. Reavis. Well, in the course of your——

Attorney General PaLMER (interposing). I beg your pardon; will
you allow me to finish? Now, it seems te me that if Xou admit that
18 all it does—and that certainly is all that it is intended to do—you
have got to include as the objects to which the force may be directed
all the things through which force might be used for the purpose
and with such intent.

Now, to go back to the illustration of the bomb throwers on June
2, 1919, a bomb was laid under the house of a United States district
jud%f,e. The house was his private proFerty, and it will be said, or
has been said, that the State of Pennsylvania makes it a crime for a
man to destroy the private residence of a citizen. And that is per-
fectly true. The point about it is that that was not the crime that
was committed, the destruction or attempt to destroy the private
residence of a private citizen; it was a blow at the Government of
the United States; it was intended as such; it was accompanied by a
printed document which declared it to be such, which said it was
murder and killing with intent to injure, destroy, or overthrow the
Government of the United States, or words to that effect. As far
as the Government is concerned, I say, that though it was a piece of
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private property, it was nevertheless a blow at the Government, and
ought to be protected by a Federal statute.

r. REavis. And if this bill were a law with the word * property ”
omitted, it would be ample to take care of the instance that you have
just referred to? L. .

Attorney General Parmer. Of course, it might be differently
phrased to accomplish the same g)urpose. .

Mr. Reavis. Surely, the use of force for the purpose of changing
and overthrowing the Government incorporated in this bill would be
sufficient to prosecute the man who planted the bomb under the
house of the Federal judge? You have spoken several times, Mr.
Attorney General, in your statement to the committee of acts which
would imply an intent—the implication of an intent?

Attorney General PaLmer. No; not the implication of intent. I
never used that expression.

Mr. Reavis. I so understood it. I may be mistaken. .

Attorney General PaLMEr. I spoke about the threat, promise, or
implication of force.

r. Reavis. The thought that I have in mind is this: Suppose, for
instance, that there was a railroad strike, with all the transportation
tied up, the people of the Nation facing starvation, and the Gov-
ernment bankrupt, or facing bankruptcy, and because of that condi-
tion, with the public mind inflamed, the strikers, by reason of an
overzealous advocacy of their side of it, destroy property ; do you not
think that there would be great danger that with those words in the
bill, with the word “ property ” in there, it would be used as a strike-
breaking law before you got through with it?

Attorney' General PaLMEr. I do not think there is the sli%htest
possibility of that because of the necessity of proving the illegal
intent.

Mr. Reavis. I would be very apprehensive about it, with the word
¢ property ” in there.

Attorney General PaLmer. There must be evidence of illegal in-
tent, which would not exist in a bona fide industrial strike.

Mr. Reavis. Well, if the strike on the railroads was threatening
national bankruptcy or national starvation, and property was de-
stroyed in that strike, I am quite sure that some means would be
found to construe that law along that line.

Attorney General PaLMmEr. The strike itself would not tend to
change or overthrow or destroy the Government of the United
States. If any individuals sought to take advantage of this serious
sitnation to wreck the Government they should be punishable.

Mr. Reavis. It might have a tendency to overthrow it.

Mr. Icoe. May I ask you a question as to the use of the words
‘“any act of terrorism, hate, or revenge ” in the Davey bill? What
is the purpose of that?

Attorney General PaLmer. Well, there is not much difference be-
tween violence and terrorism. .

Mr. Teoe. How about hate?

Attorney General PALMEr. What T mean is this: There may be
an act of violence which does no injury to anything. There may be
an explosion of a bomb, for instance, which destroys no property
and kills or injures no person; it is a mere act of terrorism and hate
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against the United States Government and public officials as such.
It is perpetrated for the purpose of inspiring a public official with
fear or of exhibiting such gate, to the extent that he will not perform
his duty in the enforcement of the law, and consequently, is a blow
at the authority of the law and the supremacy of the Government.
I can conceive of cases where there might be a wrongful act of that
character, which the court would hold to be not physical force or
violence against person or property, and yet which would be just
. as vicious 1n its consequences and just as vicious in its purposes as
an acutal act of such physical force.

Mr. IcoE. I was wond‘;ring whether if you put those words in to
cover such case, it might not open things so wide as to cover acts
which are not within our intention now ¢

Attorney General ParLmer. Well, I do not think so. It all must
be done, you understand, Mr. Igoe, with the intent which the law
requires to be present before the crime can be committed.

1'.? HusTtep. May I ask you if you have by chance read H. R.
12041

Attorney General PaLmer. I do not know it by number. Whose
bill is that?

Mr. Husrep. It is the second bill that T introduced.

Attorney General PaLmer. I think I have seen that, Mr. Husted.

Mr. Hustep. You have seen the second bill that I introduced?
I would be very much interested to know what provision you ob-
jected to in that bill ?

Attorney General PaLmer. H. R. 113321

ll;@r. Hustep. No; H. R. 12041; I introduced a second bill on this
subject. :

Attorney General PaLMER. No; I have not seen that. I thought
vou were speaking of your bill, H. R. 11332. I do not know how
much you have changed it; but in a general way, many of the ob-
Ections that I have urged to the Graham bill apply to your bill,

. R. 11332—and some of them may apply to your second bill, which
1 have not yet seen. When was it introduced ¢

Mr. Hustep. On January 24. Here it is.

(A copy of the bill referred to was handed to the Attorney Gen-
eral.)

Attorney General PaLmer. Well, I can hardly read it through and
pass on it now. Does it still provide for criminal anarchy by
definition ? '

Mr. Hustep. Yes; it provides for criminal anarchy practically
in the language of the New York statute.

Attorney General PaLmer. Does it make the matter nonmailable,
and all of that sort of thing? Of course, what I said about the
Graham bill applies with equal force to any of these bills, as to the
-nonmailable character.

Mr. Hustep. But it does not carry the provisions of the Graham
bill in that respect. Section 6 simply provides that every book, doc-
ument, paper, etc., in or by which criminal anarchy is advocated,
or any other provision of this act is violated, or the commission of
any act prohibited by this act is advocated or advised. is hereb
declared to be nonmailable. And then there is a provision provid-
ing for an appeal to the district court and a hearing de novo.
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Attorney General PaLMer. Well, in a general way, my objections
to your own first bill seem to apply to the second bill, including the
provisions providing that such matter shall be nonmailable. I have
not examined the’second bill until now. And also the very broad
ﬁ)rovisions making it a crime to advocate the use of force and vio-

ence to injure or destroy any government of the world and you
make it also a crime under the statute if committed outside of Ameri-
can jurisdiction.

Mr. HusTep. None of those provisions are carried in the second
bill that I introduced.

Attorney General PaLuer. Well, then, you have very considerably
mmproved it, T should say, because under your first bill, I take 1t
that a man might live here and go to Russia and engage in a revolu-
tion over there and use force and violence, and we could hold him
for violating the American law, which none of us want to do.

Mr. HyusTep. None of those provisions are in the second bill.

The Cmamraax. I do not think any laws that we passed could
apply outside of our territory anyhow, would they ? .

ttorney General Parmer. I should not think so; and yet the lan-
uage of that bill would attempt to make them do so. I think the
i1l particularly provided that any of these offenses committed out-
side of the Uniteg States should be considered an offense against the
Government of the United States. That was going pretty strong.

Mr. Hustep. That was in the New, York law; and I cut that out.

The CHARMAN. Let me call your attention to the fact that section
1 of your bill apparently does not punish advocating or advising the
use of force or violence in the overthrow of the Government?

Attorney General PaLmer. No.

The CaHAIRMAN. Was that your intention ¢ _

Attorney General PaLmer. Not by that section which applies only
to sedition itself.

The CramrMAN. Do you intend to reach that character of offenses
at all? Suppose a man went down on a street and addressed a crowd
there, and urged them to come up here and burn the Capitol and
blow u}) Congress. Do you not intend to cover that sort of an
offense ?

Attorney General PaLmer. Section 2 covers that.

The Cuamman. That covers only cases of writing or printing,
does it not?

Attorney General PaLmer. No. “ Whoever makes, displays—"

The CuammaN (interposing). No: that says, “ Whoever makes,
displays, writes, prints, or circulates,” etc.

ttorney General PaLmer. Well. “ whoever makes a speech,” I
think, would cover your case exactly ; would it not?

The Cuamman. Noj; it only proviées against something written or
rinted. '
P Attorney General PaLmEr. T think not. “ Whoever makes, dis-
plays, writes, prints, or circulates, or knowingly aids or abets the
ma 'ne, displaying, writing, printing, or circulating of, any sign

* * which advises,” etc.—there may be some doubt.

The CramrMaN. You have omitted oral speech in that section.

Attorney General PaLmer. Yes; I catch your point. If it would
make it any clearer the word ¢ utter ” or some synonym might be in-
serted.
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The CrammaN. Well, suppose he does not threaten anything, but
he goes out on the street and tries to incite a crowd to revolution or
sedition. I do not think your bill covers that sort of thing at all. I
thing section 2 covers only written or printed matter

Attorney General Paumer. I am of the opinion that section 2
covers that situation. It certainly would if amended by addition of
the word “ utter ” in the first line.

And at this point I wish to suggest for your consideration another
simple amendment which has occurred to me upon further study of
the bill after it was introduced. Without seeking to excuse myself
for not having noticed this sooner, I may say that in attempting to
make the act short, simple, but inclusive section 2 was drafted so as
to be too broad in its terms in this particular, it might include a per-
son who circulated illegal literature without the intent as defined in
section 1, or without knowledge of the nature of such literature, and
it might include a person who becomes or remains a member of or
affiliated with an illegal society without knowledge of the aims and
nature of such society. It might conceivably even include an or-
ganizer of such society. Now, gentlemen, it is my judgment that no
offense should be included under this act without the existence
either of a guilty inteption as defined in section 1 or guilty knowl-
edge. I think one who “ knowingly ” distributes illegal literature or
who organizes or assists in the organization of or becomes or remains
a member of or affiliated with an illegal society knowing its aims and
purposes should be made to fall within the terms of the act. I think
some further simple amendment to section 2 which would include
the element of guilty knowledge on the part of persons otherwise
falling within its terms is a very necessary amendment to the bill.
Had I not been called to testify before your committee it was my
intention to address you a letter to this effect.

The CHAIRMAN. Why would you punish a threat any more than
you would an appeal direct to a crowd to do any such thing?

Attorney General PaLmer. Well, an appeal might be a threat un-
der some circumstances; but if it were not a threat I would not

unish it. There is so %rave a danger, Mr. Chairman, in attempt-
ing to hold an individual for the spoken word, that I would be par-
ticularly careful about what the effect of that word might be before
I attempted to hold him; whereas the written word is very much
more easy of proof .

The CuamrmaN. Well, you have a threat of revenge in the bill.
Now, a threat of revenge might not mean force at all. I had a man
come in my office yesterday and threaten me because of my connec-
tion with certain legislation; he threatened revenge. I do not think
he ought to be punished; I do not think he ought to come under this
act at all; he did not threaten to use force. And it seems to me that
a threat of force might at least be required—not simply a threat of
revenge. Personally, my view has been that this section 1 of your
bill is broader than any bill, either the Graham bill, the Sterling bill,
or any other bill. p

Attorney General PaLmer. No; I do not think that is so, Mr.
Chairman.

The CramrMaN. Well, of course, that is a matter of opinion.

Attorney General PALMER. Yes; it is a matter of opinion as to the
meaning of words, doubtless. T am not particularly concerned about
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the use of the words “terrorism, hate, or revenge.” I have ex-
plained, in answef to Mr. Igoe’s (‘:wstion, that there may be cases in
which physical force is used which do not result in the 1njury either
to person or property, and which, therefore, would be held not to be
physical violence, but which are done simply for the purpose of in-
spiring terrorism or exhibiting hate. And yet I recognize that there
is a line of danger there that might well cause us to think carefully
about that; and I am not particularly concerned about the use of
those words.

Mr. Icok. Is it your intention to cover only cases involving force
or violence?

Attorney General PaumEer. Yes; and I want the force to be prop-
erly tied up with the intent and the intent with the force.

The Cmairman. Well. if there should be a provision against a
threat of injury to property. why should it not be limited to a threat
of injury to Government property ?

Attorney General PaLmer. For the reason that, as T have stated, a
man can intend to injure or destroy the Government by injuring or
destroying private property, if his intent is perfectly clear, just as
effectively as if it was Government property. The Chief Justice
of the United States Supreme Court does not live in Government

roperty; and yet I take it that if a man threatened to destroy his

ouse while he was living in it, because of some official act of the
Chief Justice—if it was plainly done with intent to injure or destroy
the Government and the power and supremacy of the law—it would
constitute a case of a threat to injure private property with intent to
injure and destroy the Government of the United States. I think
you would open a wide door for the escape of many criminals if you
struck out “ property ” entirely from the bill. I would not have the
slightest objection to your striking out the words “ terrorism, hate,
or revenge ”; although I think it would weaken the act somewhat: I
think the other features would be sufficient.

Mr. Yates. Do you think in order to obtain conviction under this
bill the indictment would have to allege an injury against the person
or property of a specific officer or any act of force against the person
or property of a specific person? T have in mind. as you doubtless
have, a fellow that just runs amuck; he has no partieular official that
he wants to hurt; he is an anarchist, and he simply wants to blow up
ls{qm;;hing. Is that provision wide enough to cover a case of that

in

Attorney General PaLMEr. Yes; I think so—“ commits or attempts
or threatens to commit any act of force against any person or any
property.”

he question is, whether we would have to specify the individual
against whom the force was brought? I think not. For instance, if
a man placed a bomb under the House of Representatives I do not
believe we would have to allege the individual he was driving at. A
man actually did put a bomb in the other end of the Capitol some
years ago and blew out a portion of the waiting room of the Senate,
with the intent, undoubtedly, to injure the Government of the United
States; and he was committing an injury to property in doing that.

Mr. Yates. Do you remember the anarchists’ cases in Illinois about
25 years ago?
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Attorney General PALMER. Yes.

Mr. PaLmer. They did not advocate the killing of anybody par-
ticularly ; they simply advocated the use of bombs to kill the otﬁpcers
of the {aw or anybody else in an attempt to overthrow the consti-
tuted authority; and 150 policemen were killed or injured by the
throwing of a bomb. :

Mr. GoopykooxTz. That was the Haymarket riot?

(’i\{rl Yares. Yes; but they were not trying to kill specific indi-
viduals.

Attorney General PaLMer. Well, they were trying to kill police-
men, as I recall it; it was a street encounter between policemen and
anarchists, as I recall it.

Mr. YaTes. The people who threw the bombs were not incited to
make an attack against any specific individual; and if the indict-
ments had required that they could not have been convicted, but they
were not required to state that.

- Attorney General PavLyer. Well, they did devise it against the
officials of the law? :

Mr. Yates. Yes, they did. Now, would that case be covered by
this bill?

Attorney General PavLyer. I think so; it is against the Govern-
ment “or any of its officers, agents, or employees,” “ force against
anK{person or }iroperty.”

r. Reavis. In your opinion, could a conviction be had under the
incident that you referred to a moment ago, of an attempt to blow
up the house of the Chief Justice of the United States Supreme
Court, under the language of section 1 of your bill—the Davey
bill—if the word “ property ” weré not employed in that section?
Where it says:

Or to oppose, prevent, hinder, or delay the execution of any law of the United
States or the free performance by the United States Governent or any one of
its officers, agents, or employees of its or his publie duty, commits, or attempts
or threatens to commit, any act of force agninst any person.

Would not a person attempting to blow up the house of the. At-
torney General be amenable to that section even though the word
¢ property ” were not used there?

Attorney General ParLyer. Well. let us stick to the case of the
Chief Justice; it is more comfortable. [Laughter. ]

Mr. Reavis. That is what I had in mind.

Attorney General PsLMEr. T thought you said the Attorney Gen-
eral. Suppose the Chief Justice were not at home; the man would
not be making an attack against his person; he would be making it
against his private residence ; an act of force—— .

Mr. Reavis (interposing). Under the bill, would it be sufficient.
even if the word “ property ” were not used in there, if the act were
committed by the criminal for the purpose of interfering with the
proper authority of this Government—and it would have no other
purpose ? .

Attorney General Paryer. I think so. )

Mr. Reavis. And it seems to me that the language employed with
the word “ property ” left out would be ample to fit that case.

Attorney General PaLMer. Of course, an act of force must be
against either person or property; there is no question about that;
it will not be an act of force if it is out in the open air. Therefore T
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do not see the purpose of omitting the words “ property or person,”
because it must be%ne or the otlllgg. But an actpof Bebexyroris?ni hate,
or revenge ” might not be. In that connection the word “ property
has a limiting effect.

Mr. Reavis. What I had in mind was the inviolability of private
property, which is protected by State law, and such a provision as to
that is likely to cause a prostitution of the purposes-of this bill before
we get through with it. :

Attorney General PaLmer. That is on the assumption that the
courts will not properly instruct under the act that it must be done
with intent to injure or destroy the Government of the United States.

Mr. Reavis. Well, of course, sometimes the public mind becomes
very much inflamed, and juries are not always capable of consider-
ing the matter calmiy.

Attorney General PaLmer. Well, I do not myself think it makes
any difference whether you include the words “any property” or
not, where it first appears in section 1 if you also strike out “any
person,” for thereby you would make any act of force for the pur-
pose of injuring or destroying the Government a crime; such an
amendment, in a section so closely drawn, would necessitate a careful
rephrasing of the section. I call your attention to one of those cases
of June 2, where they got the wrong house; they did not place the
bomb under the house of the Federal officer. In the Pittsburgh case
they blew up the house of Judge Thompson’s neighbor; they made
a mistake as to where he lived. And that was physical force against
property—not against the person of Judge Thompson. It might
be difficult to say that it was directed against Judge Thompson, %e-
cause it was not his house, and yet it was perfectly plain that an
error had been made; Judge Thompson had ﬁen seen in that house
during the day, and that led the anarchists to think that was the
place to get at him. It seems much better to me to leave the words
1n the section. ,

Mr. Reavis. Yet it was the utilization of physical force with the
intention of preventing the proper functioning of the Government,
and with the idea of overthrowing it?

Attorney General PaLMER. Yes.

Mr. Reavis. And would not section 1 of this bill reach the male-
factor, whether the word “ property ” was used in it or not?

Attorney General PAaLMER. Well, it would, in most cases.

Mr. Hustep. Is there not ample authority now, under State law,
or under Federal law, to reach all crimes of violence, either murder
or crimes not resulting in death, and is not the only thing that you
want to reach really the advocacy of force and violence? %s that not
what you want?

Attorney General PaLmer. The Federal Government should not
be required to look to State laws for its own protection; only a few
have adequate laws for such purpose and their administration are
by State officers. The Federal laws are insufficient to cover the cases
I have mentioned.

Mr. Husten. That is the only thing that is not covered now by
existing law?

Attorney General Paryer. Yes; the commission, the attempt to
commit, and the threat to commit an act of violence with the intent
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defined by the act is what I am now trying to reach, together with
the promoting of such acts.

At the same time, I think that while murder is a crime under the
statute of every State, and the destruction of private property
with the intention of committing murder is also a crime, the Govern-
ment of the United State ought to make it a crime against the
Government, where the purpose of it is to injure or destroy the
Federal Government.

Mr. Garo. How would you interpret the words, in line 12,
“threatens to commit”? Would you hold that to be complete, with-
out any accompanying act, but just the use of words in the threat?

Attorney General PaLMER. Yes, sir; assumting the intent to be
clear. For instance, if that red circular which was distributed on
June 2, and part of which I read to the committee, had been deliv-
ered to a Government officer it would have constituted a threat to
commit an act of force or violence with intent to injure or destroy the
Government of the United States, whether it was carried into execu-
tion or not. Indeed, what I would like would be to have the law
in such shape that we could prevent the execution of the crime by
stifling and punishing the threat.

Mr. Garp. Would you punish the spoken word, then, under this
phraseology : “ Threatens to commit ¢

Attorney General ParLyEr. Yes. :

I do not know that I have anything further to add, Mr. Chairman.

The CuairmaN. Let me ask you this question: Section 3 of your
bill provides for deportation. ghould that be in the form in which
it is written? It makes it obligatory upon the Secretary of Labor
to deport any man who may be convicted under the act. Suppose
he was convicted ; he might be fined $100 or imprisoned for 30 days.
The penalty would depend entirely upon the situation that devel-
oped before the court. Should that man be deported as a matter of
course or should there be some discretion on the part of the judge
in regard to deportation?

Attorney General PaLmer. I think that is there; he must be de-
¥oned in the manner provided by the immigration laws then in

orce. The immigration laws give the deportee a right to be heard.

The CuamrMaN. That is true, but if it appears that he has been
convicted he must be deported.

Attorney General PaLMER. And he has the right to go into court
under a writ of habeas corpus to test the steps in his hearing.

Mr. SreeLe. But deportation is imperative under this language.

The CramrMAaN. Yes; it makes deportation imperative.

Mr. SteeLe. Well, that only relates to the execution of it.

Attorney General PaLMer. I think that gives him all the rights
of the immigration laws; while the Secretary of Labor must deport
that person, he must do it in the manner prescribed in the immigra-
tion laws; he must do it after all the rights and all the hearings
that that requires are given. If you wish to vest the Secretary of
Labor with discretion in such cases and remove all doubt about it,
some simple amendment would effect that.

The CrairrmaN. But that law would only require proof of the
fact that he had been convicted under this proposed act, and there-
upon deportation follows as a matter of course.
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Mr. Sterrx. What the chairman means is, should there be any
d,;stc'retion with the court as to whether he should be deported or
not! .
'l Mgr.' Husren. Is there any discretion under the existing deportation
aw

Attorney General PaLmer. I think not, except as.to the sufficiency
of the evidence. Co

Mr. Husten. And would not a man who committed any of the
offenses set forth in this bill be amenable to the deportation laws
as they exist at the present time, even if this deportation section
was not written into the law? '

Mr. Steerk. This makes a new crime which is punishable by
deportation.

Attorney General PaLyer. There is hardly any difference in the
elements of an offense under the act and the elements necessary to
warrant deportation in kindred cases under the proceedings of the
Department of Labor; and all that this does, if your interpretation
of it is correct, i8 to substitute the judgment of a court on legal
evidence in a criminal case for the judgment of the Secretary of
Labor in an informal hearinﬁ.

The CriazkmaN. What I had in mind was this: Might not this
be a very extreme penalty in some cases !

Attorney General PaLmMer. Deportation ?

The CHAIRMAN. Yes. A case might arise where the court would
consider that a sentence of 30 days in the county jail was sufficient.
Now, the statute would impose this additionaldpenalty. It is only
a question asg to the regularity of the proceedings leading up to
conviction with which the Secretary of Labor is concerned.

Attorney General PaLmer. Well, the present situation is that de-

rtation 1s the penalty for a certain kind of crime, when committed
g; an alien. Now, here is a kind of crime which applies to citizens
and aliens alike; and the thought is that, no matter what penalty
the judgé might impose, the man having committed a crime of the
same nature as warrants deportation nnder the statute, the penalty
ought to be deportation. It might very easily happen, Mr. Chair-
man, that a court would give a man only 30 days in jail because
he knew the man would be deported immediately after that. There
are a number of very minor offenses that are grounds for deportation.

The CHAIRMAN. %here might be cases where 30 days in jail would
be ample punishment.

Attorney General PaLmer. I think this is too serious an offense

inst the Government to justify a sentence of only 30 days in jail;
I think that would be making a travesty of the law.

The Cnamman. Well, while a man may have associated himself
with one of these organizations, he may have committed no par-
ticular crime; he may have been negligent rather than active. And
the court might find that, having become liable for remaining a
member of this forbidden association, he is subject to a 1g:nalty;
still the court might feel very reluctant to deport the man. porta-
tion is a very severe penalty.

Mr. Hustep. Has the Secretary of Labor any discretion under ex-
isting law?

The CramrMaN. I do not think so.

166718—20——3
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Mr. Husren. If an offense has been committed under this bill, the

deportation of the offender must take place.
he CHArMAN. That is what I mean; it includes cases where a

person may simply belong to an anarchist organization ?

Attorney General PaALMER, Yes.

The CaamrMAN. And in those cases he is supposed to be a con-
firmed criminal

Attorney General PaLmer. Well, it is a little more than that. I
think I have the deportation statute here, and I will read from that:

That allens who are anarchists; aliens who believe in or advocate the over-
throw by force or violence of the Government of the United States or of all
forms of law ; aliens who disbelieve in or are opposed to all organized govern-
ment; aliens who advocate or teach the assassination of public officials; aliens
who advocate or teach the unlawful destruction of property; aliens who are
members of or afillated with any organization that entertains a belief in,
teaches, or advocates the overthrow by force or violence of the Government of
the United States, or of all forms of law * ¢ *,

8xc. 2. That any alien who, at any time after entering the United States, is
found to have been at the time of entry, or to have become thereafter, a mem-
ber of any one of the classes of aliens enumerated in section 1 of this act—

Which I have just read—
shall, upon the warrant of the Secretary of Labor, etc., be deported.

Mr. IcoE. I think we have another statute requiring deportation,
where the alien has been convicted of certain offenses. I do not know
whether there is a penalty or not.

Mr. Hustep. Does not the section that the Attorney General has
read cover every offense set forth in this bill ¢

Attorney General PaLmer. If a man is found to come under this
deportation statute, there would be no alternative as long as the de-
portation statute remains on the books. He would have to be de-

rted, whether the same thing were covered by the so-called sedition

aw or not. ‘

I want to add one thing, Mr. Chairman, to what I have said. A
great many very good people, in opposing this kind of legislation

nerally, both in written statements and in oral statements before
the committee, have compared it with the infamous alien and sedi-
tion laws of 1798.

Of course, it is unnecessary for me to call the attention of this
committee to the fact that the words “ force and violence” were
never employed in the sedition law of 1798 at all. The alien law
made it possible for the President of the United States to send out
of the country anybody whom he believed to be a menace to the
peace or order of the United States; and the sedition law made it
a crime for a man to say anything, or write or print anything,
which would bring the Government of the United States, or the Con-

of the United States, or any branch of the Government, into
ﬁisre ute in the public mind.

Of course, if that were the law to-day, all of us men who engage
in political discussion would engage in it from behind the bars of
prisons, because we would not be able to say anything of the kind
of talk that we indulge in in these days in America.

The CHAIRMAN. Anyone that would be doing that would be slan-
dering the Government or libeling it under that act, and would
make himself liable?
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Attorney General Parasr. That is -corpect. '

Mr. Hustep. Do you not think that, for mere reasons of gracﬁcal
E{chology, it is rather unwise to use the word *sedition” in the

ill, on acoount of its popmiar content! Everybody in the country,
practically, is against anarchy? :

Attorney Gemeral Panuen. Yes.

Mr. Husten. Every decent man is opposed to the advoeacy of the
destruction of our Govermment by force and violence. Now, if you
:::t the terx‘nh‘; anarchy ” instead of the word “ sedition,” you avoid

signification or-expression. -

M:%m The idea being that the offense would be just as sweet
under another name! {laug L ‘ :

Mr. Husten. Well, in the popular mind there is a content of the
word “ sedition ” which means repression and interference with free-
dom of speech and freedom of the press. -

Attorney General Parmren. There is some force in that, and it
was most earefully considered at the time the bill was drawn. And
yet, after all, the act that Congress passes is going to be judged by
its terms and not by its name. If it is merely an act, as I think it
ought to be, based on actual, attempted, or threatened physical force
or violence to change, overthrow, or destroy the Government of the
United States, whether directed against person or property, a crime,
I think it will go a long way in making it possible for us to main-
tain peace and order in the country and will do nothing whatever
toward further enlarging the unrest and discontent which, of course,
is in the country at present.

I do think, if you go beyond those lines you lend justification to
orators of the ultra-radical class to preach against the repressive
legislation passed by the Congress o? the United States. I think
that the free dissemination of ideas is the very salvation of the Re-
public. I think that men ought to be permitted to talk, and talk, as
much as they will.

It was one of the most interesting things, I think, in the early days
of the war, to see the men of Great Britain marching up and down
the streets of London, and every other great city, with camp stools
under their arms; and stolfpin on the street corners and getting up
on the camp stools to sﬁea to tﬁeir fellow citizens about the action of
the Government and the principles of the great war. It was to the
glory of the Anglo-Saxon idea of government that men could do
that kind of thing in the very heat of the discussion ahout the con-
duct of the greatest war that the world has even known. I think
the future of our country depends upon that sort of thing more than
upon anything else in the world.

But free speech is not unbridled speech. Free speech is not license
to say anything, and not suffer the consequences. I would let a man
talk, but I would make him responsible for the intended conse-
quences of what hesays. Ifin action, speech, or writing his intent goes
o the extent of causing forcible wrecking of our American institu-
tions, I would punish him.

A man may say what he will, a8 has often been said; but if he
cries “ fire ” in a crowded theater, with the intent to injure the people
there assembled, certainly his right of free speech does not protect
him against the punishment that is his just desert.
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Now, I think this simgle act of Congress that we have here pre-
sented contains none of the dangers or menaces that men urge against
some other pieces of legislation designed to meet this situation.

I believe it to be necessary to the continued peace and order in the
country; and I sincerely trust that something along that line, and
no more severe than that, in the general common interest, shall be
reported by this committee and adopted by the Congress. :

1". GArp. Are there any more witnesses to be heard, Mr. Chair-
man

The CHArrMaAN. Not any more to-day; there will be a meeting
Ffiday. .

Mr. RavstoN. Mr. Chairman, I would like to offer something in
opposition to this proposed legislation. I could do it to-morrow or
Friday. Mr. Kane, for instance, late United States district attorney
in Philadelphia, desires to be heard.

The CrAmrMAN. That can be arranged for later.

{Thereupon, at 12 o’clock noon, the committee adjourned).

(The exhibits referred to follow:) .

ExHIBIT A
PLAIN WORDS.

The powers that be make no secret of their will to stop, here in America, the
world-wide spread of revolution. The powers that must be reckon that they
will have to accept the fight they have provoked.

A time has come when the social question's solution can be delayed no
longer; class war i8 on and can not cease but with a complete victory for the
international proletariat.

The challenge is an old one, oh * democratic” lords of the autocratic re-
publicc. We have been dreaming of freedom, we have talked of liberty, we
have aspired to a better world, and you jailed us, you clubbed us, you deported
us, you murdered us whenever you could.

Now that the great war, waged to replenish your purses and build a pedastal
to your saints, is over, nothing better can you do to protect your stolen millions,
and your usurped fame, than to direct all the power of the murderous institu-
tions you created for your exclusive defence, against the working multitudes
rising to a more human tonception of life.

The jalls, the dungeons you reared to bury all protesting voices, are now
replenished with languishing consclientious workers, and never satisfied, you
increase their number every day.

1t is history of yesterday that your gunmen were shooting and murdering un-
armed masses by the wholesale; it has been the history of every day in your
régime; and now all prospects are even worse.

Do not expect us to sit down and pray and cry. We accept your challenge
and mean to stick to our war duties. We know that all you do is for your
defence as a class; we know also that the proletariat has the same right to
protect itself, since their press has been suffocated, their mouths muzzled, we
mean to speak for them the voice of dynamite, through the mouth of guns.

Do not say we are acting cowardly because we keep in hiding; do not say it
ix abominable: it I8 war, class war, and you were the first to wage it under
cover of the powerful institutions you call order, In the darkness of your laws,
behind the guns of your boneheaded slave.

No liberty to you accept but yours; the working people also have a right to
freedom. and their rights, our own rights, we have set our minds to protect at
any price. .

We are not many, perhaps more than you dream of, though but are all de-
termined to fight to the last, till a man remains buried in your bastiles, till a
hostage of the working class is left to the tortures of your police system, and
will never rest till your fall is complete, and the laboring masses have taken
possession of all that rightly belongs to them. .

There will have to be bloodshed; we will not dodge; there will have to be
murder ; we will kill, because it is necessary ; there will have to be destruction
we will destroy to rid the world of your tyrannical institutions.
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We are ready to do anything and everything to suppreses the capitalist class;
:ltuat as you are doing anything and everything to suppress the proletarian revo-

ution.
- Our mutual position is pretty clear. What has been done by us so far is
only a warning that there are friends of popular liberties still living. Only
new we are getting into the fight; and you will have.a chance to see what
liberty-loving people can do.

Do not seek to believe that we are the Germans’ or the devil’'s paid agents;
you know well we are class conscious men with strong determination, and no
vulgar liability. And never hope that your cops, and your hounds will ever
succeed in ridding the country of the anarchistic germs that pulses in our
veins.

We know how we stand with you and know how to take care of ourselves.

Besides, you will never get all of us, and we multiply nowadaya.
© Just wait and resign to your fate, since privilege and riches have turned
your heads.

Loug live soclal revolution! down with tyranny.

THE ANARCHIST FIGHTERR.

ExHIBIT B.

MEN OF THE ARMY FAREWELL!

Men, the work of demobilizing the Army is now in progress. According to
published statements, you will be given your choice of being returned to the
points from which you were taken or of remaining in the district in which the
cantonment where you have been encamped i8 located.

Men, since you have been in the great military camps you h:ive learned and
unlearned many things. Some of you were taken from great industrial centers
where you labored in great factories, on railroads, or in mines, and with thou-
sands of other workers you socially operated the industries for the benefit of
those who own them.

Many of you were taken from small cities and towns where Industry is car-
ried on in a smaller way and the social nature of production is not so apparent
as in the larger industrial centers.

Thousands of others were taken from small villages, hamlets, and farms in
which, aside from agriculture, there is no industrial production, and workers
live and labor in almost complete isolation and with little knowledge of the
great industrial world by which they are surrounded.

Men, no matter from whence you were taken, your old life has been broken
and when you leave the great military camps you will look upon the world in a
different way and you will find conditions greatly changed to what they weore
before you were put into the service.

Men, you have been brought together in lurge numbers, and you have noticed
that while you may differ In some physical details, you look pretty much alike,
and you have observed after becoming acquainted and comparing notes, that the
vast majority of you come from one particular part of society—the working
class part.

Men. you have been drilled, disciplined, and taught to obey; to you who were
taken from the great industries, this was nothing new; but those who were
taken from the smaller towns and rural parts of the country it was a new ex-
perience.

Men. you have learned to act together, you have had practical lessons in con-
certed, orderly action to gain a definite objective: This has heen drilled into you.

Men, you were taken from the ranks of the workers, and, no motter whether
You ure sent back to where you were tuken from or remain In the neighborhood
where you now are, you go back to the ranks of the workers, and you must get
work; you must find jobs. Notwithstanding the promises held out in daily
papers. magazines, etc.,, about providing jobs for returned soldiers, you will
find that you will have to compete with thousands of other workers for a de-
creased and ever decreasing number of jobs. You will find that notwithstand-
ing their glowing promises, employers do not give jobs to workers because they
love them. Industries are run for profit and the workers produce the profit.

Men, on your discharge from the Army and return to the ranks of the work-
ers you will find the owners of the great industries organized into great in-
dustrial unions, ready to take full advantage of the great army of unemployed
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that is now developing due to the closing down of war industries, and these
organized owners of industries will use their industrial pewer to take every
possible advantage of the workers.

The employers will endeavor to use you to protect their interests; they will
incite you to mob, beat up, and murder the members of your own class. They
will use every effort to arouse and enrage you. appealing to your “ patriotism "
and waving th€ “ red ” flag. Wien you have served the purpose of the employ-
ing clasy, you will be thrown aside, and if you in your turn struggle for better
industrial conditions you will receive the same treatment that you helped te
give to the members of your own class.

Men, you are going back to the working class from whence you came and to
.which you belong. Your economic interests are the same as all other workers,
no matter what eoler or where they were born. You are all workers seeking
Jobs from those who own industries; when you get jobs you are paid wages,
which is a part of the wealth you have produced ; the employers take all and
hand the workers back just as little as possible; the less the workers get the
nmore the employers have. The boss can close down the industries when it
~uits his purpose, and you will have to hunt another job; you do not have to
work for any particular employer, but you have got to work for some em-
ployer, some job owner in the class of employers, otherwise you must beg or
steal, and in either event you are liable to be sent to jail. In short, you, like
all members of your class, are wage slaves. Are you content to be a wage
slave?

You were put in the Army, it has been stated, to fight for * democracy and
freedom.” Don’t you think it is time for you to realize the fact that you are
not free and that it ix up to you to line up with your class and help it to fight
and win industrial freedom right here in the United States?

Men, since you have been In the Ariny you have seen how organization ix
perfected, how one part fits into the other, each performing its share of the
work, just asx a huge machine. One part of the same Army does not fight
the other; while it Isx divided Into different units, it is not separated into
exclusive, warring groups, each fighting one sectlon of the common enemy on its
own hook, while the common enemy puts up a solld front and fights and de-
feats itr divided, sepmrated opponent. An army divided against itself is a
beaten army.

The world’s industrinl workers must organize on the same principle—into
industrial uniong, each union subdivided into branches corresponding to the
departments of the Industry, and all branches of an industry brought together
in an industrial department, while the industrial departments ure brought
together in a great industrial army called the Industrial Workers of the
World, in which the working class is organized to prexent a solidly organized
front to the industrially organized employing class.

This great industrial union of workers & organizing for the purpose of
obtaining all possible immediate benefits for the working class-—shorter work-
day, Improvements in working conditions, more money, wages, etc.—all of
which are but steps to the taking possession by the working class of the indus-
tries which that class now operates but does not own: we take just as much
as we have the orgunized industrial power to take and to hold.

The world’s industrial workers must recognize their common class interests
and organize,

The world’s industrial workers must organize intelligently and sclentifically
on industrial lines, not only to carry on the every-day battle of the working
class, not only to take possession of the world's industries, but to carry on
production when the present wage-slavery system is abolished.

That I what the Industrial Workers of the World is organized for; as it
tears down the old rotten capitalistic economic system, through organized
direct economic action it lays the foundation for a new system and in the
shell of the old huilds the structure of a new society—the Workers' Industrial
Republic.

Men, you are intelligent and are able to do your own thinking; examine
these facts for yourself: do not be led astray by misrepresentations and false-
hood. Find out what you class interests are and act in accordance therewith.

Get the literature of the I. W. W,, read, think, and act.

Men of the Army, farewell!

Members of the working class, greeting.
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l!fxtmm C.
Thoughta om secial revolution.
- (Kot an editorial.)

Avqust 28, 1919,

An ever-increasing number of workmen are beginning te realize the fact
that the only sure road to freedom is the road of social revolution. But this
{; not enough. Workmen should without a delay begin to prepare for secial
revolution, for the upheaval-—to quote P. L. Lavrov—to which contemporary
soelalists ave striving, ean not be accomplished by legal means; the only way,
therefore, by which socialism can be brought into force is social revolution.
The governing political forees, as well ax those: that wield industrial wealth
and resources, are busily preparing the means for a deadly resistance to any
and every attempt the workers may make to get .rid of the political and indus-
trial yoke. 'Fhere {8 no llmit to their beastly abandon and rabid flerceness when
they see their fate approaching. It wiil suffice to mention their revenge on the
Paris communars, the orgies of Nieolas, Holypin & Co.

Supporting themselves on those hired and drafted * for service,” the dis-
ciplined murderers, they issue orders to kill the.workers even when the latter
merely mishehave a little, never even dreaming to seize the means of production
or of the destruction of government.

It is therefore useless to think that they will ever tolerate a state of things
where the workers would openly arm themselves with the view of offering
resistance to the armed kfters.

They strive to rule, to live a life of luxury at the expeuse of the toiler. They
will not give up willingly their grab. No one will offer the workers anything
of value. They will receive nothing but what they themselves manage to wrest
away. F. H. Bahef was right when he said * all that Is great and worthy of
the peuple cun he realized only by the people themselves and no one else.”

* It is self-understood,” wrote Lavrov * that the rulers of the world and the
helmsmen of the existing governments will not step down and renounce will-
ingly their comfortable positions, They will employ all their tremendous re-
sources and the resources of the existing state organizations, which are com-
pletely loya] to their interests, in the defense of thelr power. Workers, com-
munism can not be brought about by means of a legal reform, the only road
which will lead to this i{s the.road of social revolution.”

“ Against that physical force which is barricading our way,” observes
Malatesta, “ we can do only one thing, and that is, turn to physical force, a
viclent revolution.”

Only soclal revolution can free the worker and only the working class can
* put over ” a social revolution, There are no legul means, nor ¢an there be
any whereby true liberty could be obtained, for the laws are the products of
those that favor and defend the existing order of things.

By the word “social revolution” we mean a complete destruction of the
present order and not merely the transfer of government power into the hands
of social democrats; in other words, not with a view of intrusting the political
minority with the power we cume out to destroy, a dream cherished by the
soclal Jaeohins. You can not call a set of reforms, whatever they are, a revolu-
tion ; you can net apply this term to a play at parllamentary combinations.

Social revolution in its first phase is an armed insurrection. We might as
well call it by its real naume right from the beginning instead of applying
terms which are much better suited to the various other social movements.

The best definition of the term “ soclal revolution " has been made by Lavrov:
‘ Whatever other attributes you may add to the train of soclal revolution,”
he writes, “ one must be positively certain and it is this: It must begin and
begin immediately, with the turn over of all possessions, private and state,
to the common control. All resources should be declared common property,”
wrote this scholar.

Complete destruction of private control of natural resources and capital, com-
plete destruction of power to rule, and the institutions invested with powers
to enforce the rule of one man over another, those are the outstanding features
of social revolution.

BROTHER,
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ExHmir D.

QO-AHEAD.

The senile fossils ruling the United States see red!

Smelling their destruction, they have decided to check the storm by passing
the deportation law affecting all foreign radicals.

Ve, the American anarchists, do not protest, for it ia futile to waste any

energy on feeble-minded creatures led by His Majesty Phonograph Wilson.
- Do not think that only foreigners are anarchists, we are a great number
right here at home.

Deportation will not stop the storn from reaching these shores. The storm
is within and very soon will leap and crash and annihilate you in blood and
fire ’

You have shown no pity to us! We will do likewise.
And deport us! We will dynamite you! -
Etther deport us or free alll
THE AMERICAN ANARCHISTS.

Examrr E.
TO ARMS, COMRADES !

Time and again you have been foolish enough to ask or to expect the present
exploiting system to go out of existence peacefully.

Day after day the upholders of this exploitation—the Government, have
murdered, crippled, and imprisoned thousands of our fighters, while you were
answering with paper protests. .

But what has happened all over the country on Friday, November 7, 1919,
when hundreds of our comrades were brutally crippled, assaulted, beaten up
and then arrested by the wolfish, degrading, cowardly, dirty, thug-armed beasts
of the Government, ought to open the eyes of every rebel worker who struggles
for the overthrow of this system, that it is time to change the methods of fight-
ifng our murderous enemies!

Open meetings of revolutionary organizations must stop, instead of which
all must resort to conspirative meetings in czaristically Russianized America,
as In the olden days of czardom.

We must also be prepared so that when our conspirative gatherings are at-
tacked, no such horrible scene as on the Bloody Friday of November 7, 1919,
should be repeated without bloody—yes! bloody revenge! We must spend our
last money on acquiring guns and ammunition and learn how to shoot—and to
shoot into the beasts who would dare to attack us!

We trust that our comrades of Russia will reiterate on American officials
and in this manner avenge the murderous attacks on their Russian brothers who
are kept by force in this country and are not permitted to return home.

We must unite secretly, call strikes in all industries, begin to seize all food
:t(ires and factories, attack with any weapon you can—capitalism and its up-

olders.

Carry on the struggle of the social revolution until capitalism’s exploitation
system, Government’s murder rule, religion’s hypocritical assent to these out-
rages, together with the daily kept press of the entire country are all destroyed
for ever, and in its place establish the anarchist commune soclety, based on
real freedom.

Capitalism through its government has by its Bloody Friday started the
spark of the social revolution in America, and it is up to us, the rebelling
workers, to keep the spark burning, until victory 18 ours—and victory will only
come by our beginning to use all weapons of force which we can lay hold of, in
fighting our enemies!

To arms! rebelling workers of America !

AMERICAN ANARCHIST FEDERATED COMMUNE SOVIETS.

ExHiBIT F.
ARM YQOURSELVES !

The autocratic barbaric suppressions and imprisonments of this self-called
“ democratic ” country has been within the last two months really Russianized
as In the olden days of czardom !
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« Striking workers in all the industries, especially in the steel industry, are
being killed and wWounded to death daily by the police, soldiers, sailors, spies,
and “special deputies,” all henchmen of the Government which are the sole
upholders and protectors of capitalism!

A peaceful parade on Wednesday, October 8, 1919, to protest against the
Allies and United States hypocrisy, dishonesty, and murderous starvation
blockade on revolutionary Russia, was brutally attacked. Men, women, and
children have been clubbed and trampled upon by mounted-police murderers?

After such a murderous pogrom on people who thought that they had at least
the litierty to walk on “their” streets, capitalism’s leading prosecuter, A.
Rorke, against you workers, had the shameful, brazen audacity to say: “ We
are trying to find out whether there was a deliberate attempt to create a riot.”

There was a * deliberate attempt” not only made but also carried out by
the order of this dirty scoundrel himself, who dared yet afterwards to arrest
some of those whom his cohenchmen have 80 unhumanly attacked! '

Since the Government has czaristically Russanized its methods in clubbing
and murdering you whenever yQu raise your voices in protest against injustice
or dare to go out on strike, there remains for you, the workers, only one thing
left, and that is to arm yourselves!

We therefore call upon you, the striking steel workers, and of every other
industry, to arm yourselves for to uphold your rights as free human beings,
just as much as capitalism through its Government i8 armed and attacks you
in order to keep you in slavery.

And from now on all of you workers who intend to go out marching on
“ your” streets will know that you shall never go out again—unless you will
be armed to repulse those that will dare to attack you!"

We appeal to you soldiers, sailors, and police who can think to refuse club-
bing the workers who struggle to liberate themselves from the present economic
slavery; but those of you who will refuse to be with the workers had better
find out what used to happen to such in Russia when czarisin was in its full
swing, as it is at present in this country!

Especially we would urge those overwise leading henchmen of this city—
Rorke, Weeks, Gegan, and their like—that they may as well drop their * high
positions,” for they will have to pay the price for every worker killed o
wounded ! ’

Workers of America, begin to arm yourselves and fight back in the same
manner as you are being attacked !

The bloody war of capitalism, through its Government, against you, its
workers, is on!

Therefore be not the meek, submissive slave any longer. Arise and start to
fight back until you who produce the commodities of life shall also own and
enjoy them, then you will have no more wars and bloodshed, for capitalism,
Governments, churches, and the kept press will have been destroyed forever,
and in its place we shall have the new society of brotherhood, equality, and
happiness—the anarchist commune society!

AMERICAN ANARCHIST FEDERATED
CoMMUNE SoviET oF NEW York CITY.

Examir H.

To the working people of America:

The war i8 over. Your exploiters have quickly placed their profits in safety.

You, the working slaves, will soon find yourselves on the streets, facing a
hard winter, looking for work, for it is your only means to supply yourselves
with the necessities of life. Because you lack the courage to use other methods!

You have tolerated all the moral and physical slaveries during this war.
3 \then you dared open your mouths in protest you were quickly raflroaded to
ail.
What were your profits out of this war? You lost all the little of liberty
you had and you gave your sons, brothers, and fathers away to be shot down
like dogs and left to rot in the flelds of France!

For what?

For the glory of the American flag!

So that your masters may have bigger markets to sell their merchandise and
exploit other people like you.
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The workers of Russia, Genuny Anst!h, and other cmtﬂos have risen
and have overthrown their rulers.

Not by ballota, but by arming themselves, as it is your only means. You
alone do not budge. Are you afraid to follow their exampie? Are yoeu afradd
to take by force what rightfully belongs ta you?

Wilt you be meek and siavish? Will you wallow under the iron heel of your
masters?

. Or will you tear yowur way by the revelution to a better and happler life?
Which will you choose?
A Grour or WorxInNeg Men.

Exmmrr L
PEOCLAMATION ISSUED BY THE COMMUNIST PABTY OF AMEBICA, LOCAL GREATER
. NEW YORK.
To the striking longshoremen: v

Longshoremen ! Sixty thousand of you are out on strike, You struck against
the bosses and the Government Wage Adjustment Board. You also struck in
deflance of the unfon officlals. You are striking against the * scab unlonism
of the American Federation of Labor. The Wage Adjustment Board refused
to grant your demands. Your leaders urged you to remain at work. Strike
means victory; arbitration means defeat. Your leaders wanted arbitration.
Angered beyond endurance at the board’s award and the treachery of your
leaders you walked out. Your officlals are breaking your strike. The prosti-
tute press is trying to break your strike, The bosses, with the able assistance
of your leaders, and the Government are preparing to break your strike. You
are determined to stay out.

Workers! You have repudiated your leaders. You have repudiated your
scab form of American Federation of Labor unionism. You must form a
transport workers’ industrial union. Unite with the striking expressmen,
stevedores, ferry workers, deck-hands, platform men, truck drivers, chauffeurs,
freight handlers, etc.; unite with all those who are employed in the transpor-
tation Industry for one big industrial transport workers' union. Already the
shipping is advertising that it will protect scabs at 75 cents an hour. The
Government will send soldfers to take your places. Some are doing this dirty
work already ; 18,000 more soldiers are on the way. Before the war the bosses
hired thelr strike breakers from strike-breaking agencies.

Now they use the Army itself as a strike-breaking agency.

Do you see whose Government this is? The bosses own the State—its Army,
its police, its press. The Government Wage Adjustment Board represents the
State. Did it decide in your favor? The Army is being sent to the piers.
To protect you or to scab on you? The police! Whose heads are they going
to crack when you go on the picket line—yours or the scabs’? The press!
Whosee side are the newspapers taking— yours or the bosses? Don’t you see
that the bosses own and control the whole governmental machinery? Did you
ever recelve a square deal from the bosses?

How, then, can you expect to receive a square deal from the bosses’ Gov-
ernment? The Government will place squads of soldiers at the plers with
rifles and machine guns to shoot you down. If you hold your ground they
will establish martial law ; they will break up your meetings, raid your homes,
arrest you—Jjust as they are doing to the steel strikers in Gary now. In other
words, they will try to crush your spirit, break your solidarity with your
fellow workers and send you back to work like a lot of beaten dogs.

WIill you submit tamely to all this? Forming an industrial union will ot
itself not solve your problems. It is only a step. Going to the polis on election
day will not bring you victory. Don’t expect politiclans to free you from
capitalism and misery. Depend upon vourselves. The only way is to get rid
of the present bosses’ Government and establish a workers’ government in its
place. A workers’ government like the soviet republic of Russia. The present
Government is a government of the capitalists, by the capitalists, for the
capitalists. You must aim for the establishsment of a workers’ republic of
workers, by the workers, for the workers.

Look over the whole country to-day. What do you see? Strikes! Strikes!
Nothing but strikes! You are on strike. The steel workers are on strike.
The expressmen are on strike. The machinists are on strike. The shipbutlders
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are 'on strike. The lumbermen are on strike. The bricklayers are on strike.
The carpenters are on strike. The tailors are on strike. Every industry is tied
up with strikes. The coal miners will have a general strike on November 1.
The rallroad workers may break out any day against the Government anti-
strike law. These workers are all striking for the same reason.

They can’t get along on the wages they get. They must get more, but the
bosses who made huge fortunes out of the war and the miseries of the poor
refuse to give it to them. The cost of living is rising higher and higher. A
dollar to-day {8 worth less than 50 cents before the war. The whole rotten
system is going to pieces. The struggle between the workers and the capitalists
is going on all over the world.

There i8 only one way out for the workers of America. The workers must
capture the powers of the State. They must conquer the means by which the
capitalist class maintains itself in power. The answer to the dictatorship
of the capitalists is the dictatorship ef the workers.

All power to the workers.

ExHIBrT J.

To You Workers of America, Colored or White:

Within the iast few weeks we have heen witnessing bloody race riots between
colored and white workers in different parts of the country, which has so far
resulted in the murdering of many workers, colored as well as white, and at
the pregsent moment it seems that these riots will spread, thus increasing the
dead toll to still higher numbers. ..

What are the reasons for these outbreaks? The main reason seems to be
that the colored workers have come in Inrge numbers into the big cities, from
the South, and lowered the wage scale on the lubor market, or replaced the
white workers, a thing which mostly affectx at present the returned soldier.

But is it only the uneducated colored worker that is to blame for this slavish
attitude when they didn’t have the chance to develop and organize themselves?

When such an organization as the American Federation of Labor has con-
stantly boycotted, sneered, ignored, and refused to organize them, ig it then
any wonder when those colored workers are thereby forced to scab and work
for lower wages?

And how about the white exploiting-employer-capitalist, i8 he not the main
cause for i{t? To him it makes no difference whether the worker he hires is
white or colored, Christian or Jew, g0 long as he gets the work done for the
Towest wage possible. We do not blame them for acting so.

Neither do we care to complain nor blame a government which Is so anxious
(due to capitalism’s orders) to bring ahout “ law and order ” in Russia, Mexico,
and Hungary, or any other country where workers arise to throw off their
backs the hunchback of capitalism, its government, church, and press, and incite
to all the race hatred between ur workers of different races and color, and at
the same tinie they are merrily looking on, not even attempting to “ protect ”
human life, for which they proclaim their supposed * right ” to *“exist.”

We know that they would shed all the blood they could to stop these riots if
they would be by the workers against the exploiters of our enslavery. the
thieves of stolen wealth—* private property.”

C‘'an’t you, the workers and soldiers. colored or white, realize that when we
are killing one another it only benefits cupitalism and helps to keep them in
richness, while we are suffering in want and misery?

Don’t you see how smilingly glad they are looking on, when seeing that
instead of us, the workers of all creeds and colors, fighting for our freedom, we
are fighting between ourselves? Instead of avenging the bloody daylight mur-
ders of Dayton, Ohio, or Rome, N. Y., we, the workers, are murdering one
another! Will this help us, the workers, in our struggle to liberate ourselves
from the present stavery?

‘We especially appenl to you, the soldiers and sailors, white or colored, who
are finding yourselves joblexs, to think and then realize that killing the worker
that is forced to take your job will never remedy the conditions.

It 18 only by killing the present system of slavery that the question of * jobs **
will be solved forever, for this country is large enough to make it porsible for
all of us willing to do our share of work, to live in happiness, but before we
accomplish this we must organize into worker’s commnune soviets in all indus-
tries. By our united strength we, the workers, of all colors and creeds; shall
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start the real worth-while war, for the overthrow of the entire capitalist system
and the taking over of all the industries, farms, and warehouses of the country,
whereby we will produce for ourselves, and where each one will have what he
needs, without having to hunt or kill one another in order to get & * job.”

If blood will have to be spilled in order to enable us to accomplish this, then
-Jet it never again be the blood shed by worker against workers, but let it be
the blood of capitalism, its government, church, and press, that will attempt to
prevent us, the workers, from freelng ourselves of the present slavery and our
retaking of all the wealth we-have produced and been robbed of.

If battles must be fought, if riots must take place, if blood must be shed, in
order to destroy the present slavery, then let us do it, and by our united strength
start the real war—the soclal revolution.

AMERIOAN ANARCHIST FEDERATED COMMUNE SOVIETS.

ExHmBIT K.

STATUS OF THE CoMMUNIST PPARTY UNDER THE AcT OF CONGRESS APPROVED
Ocroeer 16, 1918.

(A) FEDERAL STATUTE APPLICABIE TO THE COMMUNIST PARTY.

The act of Congress approved (October 16, 1918, amending the immigration
laws of the United States, provides among other things that (1) aliens who
disbelieve in or advocate or, teach the overthrow by force or violence of the
Government of the United States shall be deported; (2) aliens who are mem-
bers of -or affillated with uny organization that entertains a belief in, teaches, or
advocates the overthrow by force or violence of the Government of the Untad
States shall be deported.

(B) PROPOSITION.

The Communist Party Is an organization advocating and teaching the over-
throw by force or violence of the Government of the United States and mem-
bers thereof believe In and advocate and teach the overthrow by force or vio-
lence of the Government of the United States.

(C) INTRODUCTION.

During the year of 1918 a considerable amount of dissension arose in the
Soclallst Party between the conservative and extreme elements. In a subtle
and discreet manner an ultrarevolutionary movement gained headway within
the ranks of the Socfalist Party of America. with the result that on November
7, 1918, a Communist propaganda league was organized and established a pub-
Heation, The Revolutionary Age. In this publication an agitation was started
against the so-called * reactionary Socialists,” but, with the exception of the
Foreign Language Federation, it met with but little response for some months.
The pages of the Revolutionary Age called upon the Soclalist Party to adopt
the revolutionary communist tactics. In February, 1919, there was organized in
New York City the left-wing section of the Socialist Party. On February 16.
1919, the foreign language branches and a few of the English branches of the
left-wing section issued a manifesto to the members of the Socialist Party. At-
tached hereto and marked as *“ Exhibit 1” is a copy of the manifesto of the
left-wing section of the Socialist Party. Examination of the manifesto throws
considerable light upon the purposex of this organization, which later grew
into the Communist Party.

I shall now set forth certain extracts taken from the manifesto as illustra-
tive of its purposes:

“ Revolutionary Socialists hold. with the founders of scientific soclalism,
that there are two dominant classes in soclety, the bourgeoisie and the pro-
letariat; thint beiween these two classes a struggle must go on until the work-
ing class through the seizure of the instruments of production and distribution,
the abolition of the capitalist state, and the establishment of the dictatorship of
the proletariat, crentes a soclalist system. Revolutionary Socialists do not be-
lieve that they can be voted into power. They struggle for the conquest of
power hy the revolutionary proletariat.”
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It will thus be seen that it is expressly stated that the revolutionary Seo-
cialist planned to seize the instruments of production and distribution and the
abolition of the capitalist state.

“ Between the capitalist soclety and the communist lies the period of revolu-
tionary transformation of the one into the other. This corresponds to a political
transition period, in which the the can not he anything else but the dietator-
ship of the proletariat * *

“ We assert with Marx that the class struggle is essentially a political strug-
gle,) amdwe can only accept his own oft-repeated interpretation of that phrase.
‘The clas# struggle, whether 1t manifest itself on the industrial field or in the
directstruggle for governmental control, is essentially a struggle for the capture
and destruction of the capitalist state. This is a political act. In this broader
view of the term °‘political’ Marx includes revolutionary industrial action.
In the sense that it alms to undermine the bourgeois state, which ‘is nothing
less than a machine for the oppression of one class by another and that no les!
30 in a democratic republic than under a monarchy.’ "

Particular attention is to be noted of the doctrlne of Marx, wherein lt- is
specifically stated that not only will the class struggle manifest itself on the
industrial field but that it will also direct its energies toward the struggle for
Government control and for the capture and destruction of the capitalist state.
Attention is particularly ealled to this expression of Marx’s for the reason that
communists often allude to their propaganda and prograin as being political
and, therefore, not a violation of the present Federal statutes, It will be noted,.
however, that Marx, the spokesman of communists and the formulator of the
original communist manifesto explains the class struggle as being an essentially
political struggle in that its end is the destruction of the political state, but that
the means of accomplishing such an end is not to be accomplished through
political means, but by direct and mass action.

“ Political action, revolutionary and emphasizing the implacable character of
the class struggle, is a valuable means of propaganda. It must at all times
struggle to arouse the revolutionary mass action of the proletariat—its use is
both agitational and obstructive. It must on all issues wage war upon capital-
ism and the state. Revolutionary socialism uses the forum of Parliament for
agitation, but it does not intend to and can not use the bourgeois state as a
means of introducing socialism: this bourgeois state must be destroved by the
mass action of the revolutionary proletariat. The proletarian dictatorship in
the form of a soviet state is the iImmediate objective of the class struggle.

“ Marx declared that ‘ the working class can not simply lay hold of the ready-
made state machinery and wield it for its own purposes.’” This machinery must
be de;stroyed. But ‘ moderate socialism ' makes the state the center of its ac-
tion."

From the above quotations we again see that the left wing section of the
Socialist Party in February of 1919 stated that the bourgeois state must be
destroyed by the mass action of the revolutionary proletariat. Later in this
brief, a detailed explanation of mass action will be given, but it is iluminating
to note that the word * destroy " runs throughout the first manifesto issued by
the left wing section of the Socialist Party, and it is conceded by all parties
concermed that the reference to the bourgeois state refers to the Government of
the United States, as at the present time there is but one state existing in the
United States, namely, the Government. and as will be pointed out later, * the
state ” is synonymous with “ capitalist state” and ‘“ bourgeois state.”

It will be noted from the above quotations that the left wing, in its first
manifest, advocated industrial action for political purposes and that they
place the ballot as a secondary action for propaganda purposes only. After
the issuance of the manifesto, the left wing began to take in members and the
propaganda lptenslﬂed particularly in the foreign languages, and on May 10,
1910, they published the manifesto of the first congress of the communist
international held at Moscow on March 2 to 6, 1819. A detailed analysis of
this manifesto will later he made in this brief. It is sufficient at this point
to state, however, that the manifesto of the third international called upon

. the proletariat to immediately seize government power and substitute In its
place the power of the proletariat, and that mass action with force and violence
a8 incidents thereto was openly advocated. In the list of eligible organiza-
tions to participate in the International Communist Congress we find but three
names of organizations in the United States as considered eligible for such
participation. namely, the Industrial Workers of the World, the Workers’ In-
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ternational Industrial Union, and the left wing of the Socialist Party. Upon
examination of the cail for the International Communist Congress we will
note the peculiar similarity between the doctrines enunciated in the call of
the International Communist Congress and the call of the left wing of the So-
clalist Party of New York. . .

Following the issuance of the manifesto of the left wing of the Socialist
Party the national executive committee of the Socialist Party commenced to
take cognizance of the revolutionary movement within its organisation and
started counter propaganda. On May 24, 1919. the so-called reactionary sec-
tion of the Soclalist Party convened in Chicago for the purpose of discussing
the so-called fraudulent election for delegates to the international congress,
and also to discuss the left wing. This conference lasted from May 24 to
29, Inclisive, and expelled approximately 6,000 left-wing members from Michf-
gan and 30,000 from the I'oreign Lunguage Federations. They alse set
August 30 for a special convention in Chicago. .

This action caused the left wing to issue a call on May 31, 1919, for dele-
gates to attend a national left wing convention to he held in New York on
Jane 21.

This call was responded to immediately, and when this conference con-
vened, on June' 21, there were delegates representing approximately 45,000
members. The conference lasted from June 21 to 24, inclusive, the principal
discussion being as to whether a Communist Party should be organized at once
.or whether it would be more advisable to agitate in the Soclalist Party until
the special convention and then withdraw. It was finally decided to wage
a struggie In the Socialist Party until September in order to rally all the
revolutionary elements for a Communist Party. meanwhile organizing tem-
porarily as the left-wing section of the Socialist Party. At this time they
issued a manifesto and program.

In this manifesto it will he noted that practically the same wording and
phraseclogy is used us was used by the Bolsheviks for the International Com-
munist Congress, which will be analyzed later. The munifesto attacked social
patriots scoffing at parliamentary action and advising maxs action in conquer-
ing, suppressing, and overthrowing the bourgeois State, establishing the dictator-
ship of the proletariat for the transitory period. The following are some of the
extracts from this manifesto, which show the nature of the organization:

- * Revolutionary socialism, on the contrary, insista that the democratic par-
liamentary state can never be the hasais for the introduction of socialism; that
it is necessary to destroy the producers, which will deprive the bourgeoisie of
political power and function as a revolutionary dictatorship of the proletariat.

“ But there i8 a more vital tendency—the tendency of the workers to initiaté
mass strikes—strikes which are equally a revolt against the bureaucracy in the
unions and against the employers. -“These strikes will constitute the determin-
ing feature of proletarian action in the days to come. Revolutionary sociallsm
nmust use these mass industrial revolts to broaden the strike to make it general
and mfilitant; use the strike for political objectives, and finally develop the
mass political strike against capitaiism and the State.

* The mass strikes of the American proletariat provide the material basis out
of which te develop the concepts and action of revolutionary socialism.

“QOur task is to encourage the militant mass movements in the American
Federation of Labor, to split the old unions, to break the power of unions which
are corrupted by imperialism and betray the militant proletariat. The Amerl-
can Federation of Labor, in its dominant expression, is united with imperialism.
A bulwark of reaction, it inust be exposed and its power for evil broken.

“Qur task, moreover, is to articulate and organize the mass of the unor-
ganized industrial proletariat which constitwtes’ the ‘basis for militant soclalisin.

* The class struggle is a political struggle in the sense that its objective is
political—the overthrow of the political organization upon which capitalistic
exploitation depends and the introduction of a new social system. The drect
objective is the conquest by the proletariat of the power of the State.

“ Revolutionary socialisin does not propose to ‘capture’ the bourgeois par-
liamentary state, but to conquer and dextroy it. Revolutionary sociaiism,
accordingly, repudiates the policy of introducing socialism by means of legis-
lative measures on the busis of the bourgeols state. This state is a ‘bourgeois
state, the organ for the coercion of the proletarian by the capitalist. How.
then, can it introduce socialism? As long as the bourgeols parliamentary
state prevalls, the capitalist class can baffle the will of the proletariat. since
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all the political power, the Army and the police, industry and the press are
in the hands of the capitaists, whose ecoromic power gives them complete
domination. The revolutionary proletariat must expropriate all these by the
conquest of the power of the state by annihilating the political power of the
bourgeviste before it can begin the task of introducing socialism.

“ Revolutionary socialism, accordingly, proposes to conquer by means of
political action—poHtical action in the revolutionary Marxian sense, which
does not simply mean pariiamenturism, but the class action of the proletariat
in any form having us its objective the conquest of the power of the state.

* But parliamentarism can not conquer the power of the state for the pro-
letariat. The conquest of the power of the state is an extrapariiamentary
act. It is accomplished, not by the legislative representatives of the prole-
tariat, but by the mass power of the proletariat in actlon. The supreme
power of the proletariat inheres in the political mass strike, In using the indus-
trial mass pewer of the proletariat for political objectives.

“The final objective of mass action s the conquest of the power of the
state, the annihilation of the bourgeoisie parliamentary state and the intro-
duction of the transition proletarian state, functioning as a revolutionary
dictatorship of the proletariat. ]

“ Dictatorship of the proletariat—The attitude toward the state divides the
anarchist (and anarcho-syndicalist), the moderate socialist and the revelu-
tionary socialist. Eager to abolish the state (which is the ultimate purposé
of revolutionary socialism), the anarchist (and anarcho-syndicalist) fails to
realize that the state is necessary in the transition period from capitalism to
socialism. The moderate socialist proposes to use the bourgeois state, with its
fraudulent democracy, its illusory theory of the ‘unity of all the classes,’ its
standing army, pelicy, and bureaucracy oppressing and baflling the masses.
The revolutionary socialist maintains that the bourgeois parliamentary state
must be completely destroyed, and proposes the organization of a new state.
the dictatorship of the proletariat.

“The state is an organ of coercion. The bourgeols parlismentary state is
the organ of the bourgeoisie for the coercion of g$he proletariat. The revolu-
tionary proletariat must, accordingly, destroy this state. But the conquest
of political power by the proletariat does not immediately end capitalism
or the power of the capitalists or immediately socialize industry. It is there-
fore necessary that the proletariat organize its own state for the coercion
and suppression of the bourgeoisie.

“The old machinery of the State can not be used by the revolutionary
pruletariat. It must be destroyed. ]

“The state of proletarian dictatorship is political in character, since it rep-
resents a ruling class, the proletariat, which is now supreme; and it uses
coercion against the old bourgeois class. But the task of this dictatorship is to
render itself unnecessary ; and it becomes unnecessary the moment the dictator-
rhip of the proletariat performs its negative task of constructing the old
order, it performs the positive task of constructing the new. Together with
the Government of the proletarian dictatorship there is developed in the old
sense, since it concerns itself with the management of production and not with
the government of the persons. QOut-of-workers’ control of industry, introduced
by the proletarian distatorship, there develops the complete structure of
communist sociallsm—industrial self-government of the communistically or-
ganized producers. When this structure is completed, which implies the com-
plete expropriation of the bhourgeoisie economically and politically, the dic-
tatorship of the proletarint ends, in its place coming the full and free social
and individual autonomy of the communist order.”

From the above we see that the left wing of the Socialist Party, which later
became the Communist Party, specifically states that it does not intend to
capture the bourgeoisie parliainentary state, but to conquer and destroy jt,
and that the final objective of mass action is the medium intended to be used
in the conquest and destruction of the bourgeoisie state to annihilate the par-
liamentary state and introduce a revolutionary dictatorship of the proletariat.
In another quotation, it is specifically stated that the proletariat must organize
its own state for the “ coercion and suppression of the bourgeoisie.” Through-
out the above manifesto, advocation of force and violence is8 sponsored by the
left-wing party.

After the conference. at which the above manifesto was formulated, the
efforts of the Socialist Party intensified and the national executive commlittee
of that party continued to expel members.
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On July 19, 1919, the left wing of the Socialist Party issued a call for a
convention to be held in Chicago on September 1, for the purpose of organizing
a Communist Party. Attached hereto and marked *“ Exhibit 2” is a copy of
the Communist for July 19, 1919, containing the call for the national conven-
tion. I will not advert to the contents of this call other than to point out that
its phraseology and meaning was consistent with all the documents we have
previously examined and that they again talk of conquering and destroying
the state by mass action, thereby establishing clearly that they were following
the lead of the Bolshevik and the first congress of the Communist International.

On August 30, 1919, the Soclalist Party of America convened in Chicago for
the purpose of discussing.amnd, If possible, harmonizing the dissatisfied elements
within its organization. The left wing of the Socialist Party tried to be seated
and capture the convention, but were defeated in their attempt, with the
result that they bolted the convention and convened the Communist Party
convention on September 1, 1919, which lasted until September 7, 1919. Approxi-
mately 129 delegates attended this communist convention, representing 55,000
members. Officers were elected and a manifesto and program adopted which
was consistent with all of the manifestos and programs previously issued by
the left wing of the Soclalist Party. The official manifesto and program will
later be analyzed in this brief. Immediately at the close of this convention the
Communist Party proceeded with an extensive propaganda, issuing a large
number of pamphlets, not only In English but also in foreign languages, and
Iimmediately established the publication of The Communist, the official organ of
the Comimunist Party. a periodical issued weekly from the headquarters of the
organization in Chicago. The energles of the party were immediately directed
toward the acquisition of new members, and to date the Communist Party has
added to its original membership hundreds of new members, and is at present
carrying on a most extensive and intensified propaganda,

(D) COMMUNTST INTERNATIONAL.

Reference hus previously been made to the third international or to the first
international congress of communists, and I will later show that the Com-
munist Party of America is actually affiliated and adheres to the teachings,
program, and tactics of the third international. In order that an intelligent
understanding may bhe had of the principals of the third international, it will
be necessary to analyze in detall various provisions of the manifesto which
wig issued in connection with this international.

* The first congress of the Communist International was held at Moscow from

March 2 to 6, 1919, and on March 10, 1919, a manifesto was issued, signed by
Charles Rakovsky, N. Lenin, G. Zinoview, Leon Trotzki. and Fritz Platten.
Attached hereto and marked as * Exhibit 3” is a translation of the manifesto
of the Communist International. The manifesto calls upon the proletariat to
sejze all Government power and substitute in its place the power of the pro-
letarfat. It is noted that the manifesto is addressed not only to the proletariat
of Russia but to the ‘ proletariat of all countries.” It proceeds with a dis-
cussion in which the statement is made that the proletariat recognizes neither
inherited privileges nor rights of property. It urges the formation of workers,
soldiers’ and peasants’ counsels to oppose them to the State apparatus and to
achieve * the same conditions as exist in Soviet Russia.” Later in the mani-
festo we find the following statement: “ The working class must answer blow
for blow, if 1t will not renounce its own object and its own future, which is at
the same time the future of all humanity.” Immediately following this quota-
tion is found the following statement: * This makes necessary the disarming
of the bourgeoise at the proper time, the arming of the laborer, and the
formation of a communist army as the protector of the rule of the proletariat
and the inviolability of the social structure.”

It will be particularly noted that the quotations set forth above directly
advocate force and violence in acquiring the ultimate alm of the proletarian
dictatorship. T call particular attention to these particular quotations at the
present time, for I shall later point out that each member of the Communist
Party of America pledges himself to the principles and tactics set forth in the
Communist International.

Later in the manifesto of the Communist International we find open advoca-
tion of mass action, and the following quotation is particularly interesting:
“It must end the domination of capital. make war Impossible, wipe out State
boundaries, transform the whole work into one cooperative commonwealth, and
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bring about real human brotherhood and freedom.” This quotation is followed
by the following statement: * This monstrous new conspiracy” of the capitalist
class must be met with the proletariat by seizure of the political power of the
State, turning this power against its class enemles, and using it as a lever
to set in motion the economic revolution.” The next division of the manifesto is
headed “ The conquest of political power,” and the following is the explanation
of what is meant by tlre conquest of the political power:

“ Selzure of polftical power by the proletariat means destruction of the politi-
cal power of the bourgeoisie. The organized power of the bourgeoisie is in the
«ivil state, with its capitalistic army under control of bourgeois junker officers,
its.pulice and gendarmes, jailors and judges, its priests, Government officials, etc.
Conquest of the political power means not merely a change in the personnel of
ministries but annihilation of the enemy’s apparatus of government; disarma-
ment of the bourgeolsie of the counter revolutionary officers, of the White
Guard, arming of the proletariat, the revolutionary soldiers, the Red Guard of
workingmen, displacement of all bourgeols judges and organization of proleta-
rian courts; elimination of control by reactionary government officials and sub-
stitution of new organs of management of the proletariat. Victory of the prole-
tarlat. Victory of the proletariat consists in shattering the enemy’s organiza-
tion and organizing the proletarian power; in the destruction of the bemrgeols
and upbuilding of the proletarian state apparatus. Not until the prdletariat
has achieved this victory and broken the resistance of the bourgeoisie can the
former enemies of the new order be made useful by bringing them under control
of th? communist system and gradually bringing them into accord with its
work.”

From the above it will be noted that by the seizure of political power is meant
the-destruction of the political power of the bourgeoisie. It specifically advo-
cates the elimination of government officers, police, judges, and priests. It
urges the arming of the proletariat and the creation of a Red Guard. There is
no effort to accomplish in this instance the ultimate alm by parliamentary action,
but It is conclusive that in order to attain the aim desired that force and violence
will be resorted to as a means of acquiring the desire. Later in the manifesto
we find the following quotation :

“As the opposition of the bourgeoisie is broken, as it i{s expropriated and
gradually absorbed into the working groups, the proletarian dictatorship disap-
pears, until finally the State dies and there are no more class distinctions.”

It will thus be seen from the foregoing quotation that the Communist Inter-
national borders virtually upon the borders of anarchy, in that it contends
through {ts efforts there will be no necessity of a state or government.

In the manifesto we find open advocation for the expropriation of the means
of production and the distribution of such means into the common property of
the proletarian state. It specifically advocates the expropriation of factories,
mines, and estates, and, to use the words of the manifesto, advocates the * trans-
fer of the large mansions to the local workers’ councils and move the working
people Into the bourgeols dwellings.” Thus we see an utter disregard of the
rights of property.

Under the heading of * The way to victory,” which closes the manifesto, the
following statement appears:

“The revolutionary era compels the proletariat to make use of the means of
battle which will concentrate its entire energies, namely, mass action with its
logical resultant direct conflict with the governmental machinery, in open com-
bat. All other methods, such as revolutionary use of bourgeois parliamentarism,
will be of only secondary significance.”

Thus we come to the close of the communist international manifesto, and
find that parliamentarism is to be consldered victory in the drive of the com-
munists for world-wide control and that it openly advocates mass action which
will result in direct conflict with the governmental machiuery in open conflict.
There can no longer remain any doubt in even the mind of a reader who gives
but casual note to the manifesto of the communist international, that it openly
advocates the overthrow of the Government of the world by force or violence.

(E) COMMUNIST PARTY OF AMERICA.

Now that we have examined the manifesta of the communist international,
the next phase of the communist movement which should be considered is the
manifesto and prograin of the Communist Party of America. Attached hereto
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and marked as “ Exhibit 4" is a copy of said manifesto and program, as fssaed
by the Communist Party from its general headquarters at Chicago, Nil. The
‘essense of the communist program is that the proletariat must be so directed
‘and educated that by mass action they will at one sweep destroy the State
an destablish a dictatorship of the proletariat in the form of soviéts, which
-will exist until the burgeois is suppressed and destroyed, and the proletariat is
organized into the working groups and the communist commynwenlith is estab-
lished. They will only use parliamentary action (the ballot) as propaganda.

I will now endeavor to analyze In detail the manifesto of the Communist
Party as adopted at its first national convention in Chicago, September 1, 1819.

On page 1 of the manifesto we find the following statement: *“ The struggle 18
between the capitalist nations of the world and the international proletariat,
‘inspired by Soviet Russia.” Thus we see behind the movement of the Com-
munist Party in thix country the inspiration of the Bolshevik forces now at
work in Russia.

On page 8 of the manifesto reference is made to the attitude of the Socialist
Party of America during the war. .An examination of page 3 shows that the
communists lack partiotism for the Communist Party is founded upon inter-
nattonalism and not nationalism.

On pages 5 and 6 of the manifesto we find the urging of the establishment of
the dictatorship of the proletariat, which will be of particular significance in
view of the advocation of such dictatorship by the comniunist international
above discussed in detafl.

On page 6 we find set forth in the manifesto of Communist Party what com-
munism considers its conception of the State, and the following is a quotation
taken from page 6: )

“There is a common policy that characterizex moderate socialism; that is,
its conception of the State. Out of the conception that the bourgeois pariia-
mentary State is the basis for the introduction of sucialisin developed a directly
counterrevolutionary policy.

“ Communlsm rejects this conception of the State. It rejects the idea of
class reconciliation and the parliamentary conquest of capitalism. The Com-
munist Party alone is capable of mobilizing the proletariat for the revolu-
tionary mass struggle to conquer the power of the State.”

Thus we see that the Communist Party of America rejects parliamentary
actions as its means to accomplish its end and directly sponsors mass action in
its campalgns.

On page 8 of the manifesto we find the advocation of strikes and the seizure
of the functions of industry and government by the strikers as was done in the
Seattle-Winnipeg general strikes.

On page 9 we find the following statement: * Laborism is as much a danger
to the proletarian as moderate petty bourgeois socialism.”

Again, on page 9 we learn of the attitude of the Communist Party toward
the fomenting of dissatisfled unrest:

“But there is a more vital tendency toward the workers to start mass
strikes—strikes which are equally a revolt against the bureaucracy of the
unions and the capitalists. The Communist Party will endeavor to broaden
and deepen these strikes, making them general and inilitant, developing the
general political strike.”

This is of particular significance due to the fact that in the great coal and
steel strikes which have been existing in the United States for the past several
months, investigation has shown that Communist Party has been actively en-
gaged in its propaganda in fomenting industrial unrest, a doctrine specifically
advocated in its manifesto and to which, as I will later show, each and every
member of the Cominunist Party pledges himself to adhere.

On page 9 of the manifesto under the heading * Political action” we find
the following statement:

‘It is a political struggle in the sense that its objective is political—over-
throw of the political organizations upon which capitalist exploitation depends,
and the Introduction of a proletarian State power. The objective is the con-
quest by the proletariat of the power of the State. Communism does not pro-
pose to ‘capture’ the bourgeolse parliamentary State, but to conquer and de-
stroy it.”

Thus we find that the Communist Party of America specifically pledges
itself not only to capture the bourgeoise parliamentary State but also to
conquer and destroy it. Virtually the same language is found here as is found
“~ the manifesto of the Communist International.
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On page 10 of the manifesto we find the statement that the use of parlia-
mentarism {8 only of secondary importance, and that the conquest of the power
of the State I8 to be accomplished by the mass power of the proletariat, result-
ing in the mobilizing of this control against capitalism, which means the Initia}
form of the revolutionary mass action that will conquer the power of the
State.

On page 11 we find the particular significant statement of organization
along the industrial lines rather than along craft lines, showing its similarity
to the Industrial Workers of the World.

Pages 12 and 13 of the manifesto contains illuminating passages upon the
doctrine of mass action, from which I will merely quote one sentence thereof.
although all of the passages appearing on the puges mentioned are pertinent:
* Therefore it is necessary that the proletariat organize its own State for the
coercion and suppression of the bourgeoisie.”” The above concludex the mani-
festo of the Communist Party of America, and it {8 now necessary for us to
examine in detail the program adopted at the Chicago convention.

On page 14 of the pamphlet attached and marked as * Exhibit 4” we find
the program of the Communist Party, starting out with the following state-
ment: ‘‘ The Communist Party’s alm is to direct this struggle to the conquest
of political power, the overthrow of capitalism, and the destruction of the
bourgeois State.”

On page 15 the following statement appears: “ The Communist Party main-
tains that the class struggle is essentially a poHtical struggle; that Is, a struggle
to conquer the power of the State.”

On page 16 we find the Communist Party's program pledged to the fomenting
of mass strikes and the establishment in each industrial center and each in-
dustrial plant of a local cominittee for the purposes of stirring up the unrest.

On pages 16 and 17 we find the Communist Party aguinst the unionism of
the American Federation of Labor, to use the language of the program, as
follows: “ The Communist Party recognizes that the American Federation of
Labor is reactionary and a bulwark of capitalism.” ’

On page 17 of the program we find the Communist Party embracing the
Industrial Workers of the World and militant unions of the American Federa-
tion of Labor.

Page 17 also contains the fact that the Communist Party will use their
efforts to agitate among the unskilled workers so as to obtain their support.

Page 18 of the program we find the following statement: * The Communist
Party will carry on among the negro workers agitation to unite them with
all class conscious workers.” Thus we see the cause of much of the rucial
trouble in the United States at the present time.

The program closes with the following statement: *‘ There must be close
l:‘nlltlzm with the Communist International for common action against impe-

a .,’

From the above we see that not only is the Communist Party of America
pledged to overthrow the Government of the United States by force and vio-
lence, but that it is also pledged to foment industrial unrest through mass
strikes and to stir up and agitate racial prejudices throughout the entire
country.

In Exhibit 4, in which is contained the manifesto and program of the Com-
munist Party. we find alro the constitution of thix party .from which I will
quote but one section: ‘

“ Sec. 8. No person shall be accepted as a member who enters into the service
of the National, State, or local government hodles otherwise than through the
civil service or by legal compulsion.”

The last part of Exhibit 4 contains a report by Louis C. Fraina, interna-
tional secretary of the Communist Party of America, to the executive commlit-
tee of the Communist International. Thus we see that the Communist Party
of America reports directly to the communist international, with which it is
afillated according to its constitution and program.

(¥) MASS ACTION.

Numerous references have above been made to the term ‘' mass acti.n,”
which we find employed not only in the manifesto of the Communist Interna-
tional, but also in the manifesto of the Communist Party of America. In order
that there. may be no misunderstanding as to the direct meaning of the term
“mass actlon.” we will now consider the explanation of the term ‘' niass
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action.” As set forth in report by Louis C. Fraina, under subtitle “ Unions
andkmass action,” we find the following statements appearing in Fraina'ss
work :

“It is the unity of all forms of proletarian action, g means of throwing the
proletariat, organized and unorganized, in a general struggle against capital-
ism and thg capitalist state,

“The value of this mass“action is that it shows the proletariat its power.
weakens capitalism, and compels the State largely to depénd upon the use of
brutal force in the struggle, either the physical force of the military or the
terrorism ; this emphasizes antagonisms between proletarian and the capitalist,
widening the scope and deepening the intensity of the proletarian struggle
against capitalism. '

“ Organizations, political and economic, have a tendency to become con-
servative; a tendency emphasized, moreover, by the fact that they largely
represent the more favored groups of worker-. The organizations must be
swept out of their conservatism by the elemental impact of mass action, func-
tioning through orgunized and unorganized workers, acting instinctively under
the pressure of events and In disregard of bureaucratic discipline.

“A vital feature of ma's action is precisely that it places in the hands of
the proletariat the power to overcome the fetters of the e organizations, to act
in spite of their conservatisin, and through proletarian mass action emphasize
antagonisms between workers and capitalists and conquer power.

“ MANN ACTION TS THE PROLETARIAT ITSELF IN ACTION.

“The class power of the proletariat arises out of the intensity of its strug-
gles and revolutionary energy. It consists, moreover, of undermining the
bases of the power and morale of the capitalist state, a process that requires
extraparliamentary activity through mass action.

“It is the concentration of proletarian forces that makes mas: action the
method of the proleturian revolution.

*“The proletarian revolution is a test of power, a process of forcible strug-
gles, an epoch in which the proletariat requires a flexible method of action,
a method of action that will not only concentrate all its available forces, but
which will develop its initiative and consciousnes-, allowing it to seize and
use any particular means of struggle in accord with a prevailing situation and
necessary under the conditions.

“ Socialism will come not through the peaceful, dewmocratic, parliamentary
conquest of the state, but through the determined and revolutionary mass action
of a proletarian minority.

“ Parllamentari-m in and of itself fetters proletarian action; organizations
are often equally fetters upon action; the proleteriat must act and always act ;
through action it conquers.

“ Mass action I8 a dynamiec, pliable, creative; the proletariat, through mass
action, Instinctively adapts it-elf to the means and the tactics necessary in
a prevailing situation. The forms of activity of the proletauriat are not lim-
ited and stultified by mass action; they are broadened, deepened, and coordi-
nated. Mass action is equally a proces: of revolution and the revolution
itself in operation.

“ Tt will be noted by an examination of the above that the basis of the so-
called mass action is primarily industrial and economic in function, but actu-
ally political in purpose. It basicly functions on the industrial and economic
field through mass action (meaning the general strike, or direct action) to
force concesslons from the so-called bourgeolse state, considering parliamentary
action but secondary at best. Hence, if mass8 action is to be the principal
method used to bring about the communist commonwealth, with parliamentary
action (the ballot) as a poor secondary method. we can conclude but one
thing, and that is: Mass action is the very essence of force and violence.

The above needs little or no comment, as the substance of same is well ex-
pressed In its last phrase, “ Mass action is the very essence of force and vio-
lence.” It is to be borne in mind that the above exposition of mass action is
given by Louis C. Fraina, the official head of the Communist Party of America,
and a man who directs its purposes and energles. .

(G) MEMBERSHIP OF THFE COMMUNIST PARTY OF AMERICA.

From the examination of the above documents, namely, the manifesto of
the Communist International and the manifesto of the Communist Party of
America, we find advocation of doctrines for the overthrow.of ‘the Government
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of the United States, not by parliamentary action but by direct action or mass
action, which, as above shown, means force and violence. Thus the Communist
Party of America stands indicted under the act of October 16, 1918. However,
in order that there may be no doubt as to the responsibility of individual mem-
bers of the Communist Party of America, we have but to examine the applica-
tion for membership which each member must sign upon entering the organiza-
tion. The following is a statement taken from the application: “ The under-
signed, after having read the constitution and program of the Communist Party,
declares his adherence to the principles and tactics of that party and the Com-
munist International; agrees to submit to the discipline of the party as stated
in its constitution ; and pledges himself to engage actively in its work.”

Thus we see from the above that each and every member accepted for mem-
bership in the Communist Party pledges himself not only to the constitution
and program of that party, but also to the principles and tactics of the Com-
munist International, and further pledges himself to engage actively in the
work of carrying out such principles and tactics. .

Attached hereto and marked as “ Exhibit 5 {8 an application for membership
of the Communist Party of America.

Attached hereto and marked as “ Exhibit 6” is a copy of the membership
card issued to each member of the Communist Party of America, on which it
WI?! be s,een that the statement appears, “Affiliated with the Communist Inter-
national.” :

From the above examination of the membership we find that each member of
the organization knowingly accepts the principles and tactics of the organiza-
tion and pledges himself to the purpose of not only the Communist Party of
America, but also of the Communist International, which is the ruling power of
Soviet Russia. *

(H) ACTIVITIES OF COMMUNIST PARTY OF AMERICA.

In order that we may gain a view into the actual propaganda work of the
Communist Party of America, we have but to examine a few samples of its
literature.

Attached hereto and marked as * Exhibit 7” is a leaflet issued by the Com-
munist Party of America, entitled *“ The capitalist challenge you, workingmen.”
This circular, it will be noted, hears upon the steel strike at Gary, Ind., and
urges the workers to resort to mass action. Of particular significance 1s the fol-
lowing statement appearing In the circular: “ The National Government—the
capitalist State—has stepped in.” Thus we see that the Communist Party
uses the ‘“ capitalist State” as a term synonymous with the National Govern-
ment. The circular urges the workingmen to express opposition to law and
‘t’ll;de;. and ends with the statement, * The workers must capture the power of

e um‘it

Attached hereto and marked as “ Exhibit 8” is a circular issued by the
Communist Party of America, entitled * Your shop.” In this circular we find
the workers urged to take over the shops and urged to adopt mass action in
accomplishing this purpose. Further, we find the workers urged to establish in
this country the present conditions existing in Russia.

Attached hereto and marked as ‘ Exhihit 9” is a copy of a circular entitied
“The State—strike breaker.” This circular was printed in Detroit, Mich., on
November 38, 1919, and through the efforts of the Federal authorities was never
actually circulated. It will be noted that the circular was issued after the
Injunction had been issued by the court upon the coal strike, and yet we find
the Communist Party of America openly violating that injunction. The exami-
nation of the circular shows an attitude of satire upon the Government of the
United States. The miners are urged to take over the mines and the circular
Incites the workers against the Government. The following statement appears:
“The workers must conquer that power (the State). The workers are urged
to establish a dictatorship of the proletariat.” The same phrasing is used in
this circular as was used by the Communist International.

Attached hereto and marked as * Iixhibit 10" is a copy of a circular issued
to the workers of the world by the executive committee of the Communist }n-
ternational, with which the Communist Party of America is affiliated, according
to its own statement, and wherein protest is again made against the Versrilles
Peace treaty. It is also further urged in the proclamation to the workers of
the world that there should be a world-wide revolution, like that existing in
Russia, with a resultant destruction of the bourgeois state. The above is but a
Small gample of the literature circulated by the Communist Party of America,
but is sufficient to definitely establish its type of propaganda.
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(1) PUBLIC OPINION ON COMMUNIBT PARTY OF AMERICA.

The Communist Party of America has been in existeuce for so short a time
that few States have as yet been able to proceed against members of the organi-
zation; however, in New York State, under the criminal-anarchy law of that

State, a large number of the members of the Communist Party of America

have been indicted, and the following is a quotation from the opinion of Chiefr
Magistrate Willilam McAdoo upon the nature of the organiaztion :

*The Communist Party is intended to destroy organized government and it
appeals for class hatred, and the Communist Party is an organized conspiracy
against the United States Government and the State of New York, and each
member of the party i8 guilty and responsible for the acts, writings, and say-
ings of each and every wmmember, just as handed down years ago in the famous
Lord George Gordan case, followiug the no-property riots in London, in which
ea<l:lh member of the mob that followed him through the streets were held
guilty.

“T hold that the Communist Party has declared a state of war aguinst the
United States and the government of the State of New York and that the
establishment of the Communist Party in the State of New York is the highest
crime known to our law, and I will not reduce the bail one dollar.

*If the Communist Party is an organization intended to destroy the Govern-
ment of the United States and preparing the way by appeals to class hatred
and by preventing members from taking part in government and impliedly pre-
venting their using constitutional methods to bring about a change, then every
member is responsible for the acts and sayings of every other member. This is
a well-established principle of law.

“'The common impression that these men are held because they have menm-
bership cards in an organization is erroneous. - There are some well-meaning
citizen who have gotten the idea that these men are being mistreated; that all
that they have done is join some organization just as any one might join the
Elks. :

“ These men are recruited into barracks, into which they make a declara-
tion against the Government of the United States before they can become a
member.”

It will thus be noted from the above that the vature of the Communist Party
of America has been recognized by the judiciary and that its obnoxious and
insidious propaganda has born fruit.

(J) CONCLUKION.

From exmmination of the various documents analyzed anbove the following ix
definitely established : .

(1) That the Commurist Party was the outgrowth of the left wing of. the
Socialist Party of America. .

(2) That the Communist Party is an lutegral part of the first congress of
the Communist International, which was formed by the Bolsheviks.

(8) That through its history as the left wing, the Communist Party oon-
stantly followed the doctrines of mass action and the advocation of the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat.

(4) That the first congress of the Communist International directly advo-
cated the overthrow of all the governments of the world by force and violence
through its advocation of mass action.

(6) That the Communist Party of Amerlen, in its manifesto and program
officially ndopted at its convention in Chicago held September 1, 1919, advo-
cated the overthrow of the Government of the United States by force and
violence.

(8) That each and every member of the Cominunist Party of America pledges
himself knowingly to the tactics and principles of the Communist Party of
America ard to the tactics and principles enunciated in the manifesto of the
Communist International.

(7) That the Communist Party of America, through the propuganda being
actively carried on at the present time, is advocating the overthrow of the
Government of the United States by force and violence.

It is respectfully submitted that the Communist Party of America and per-
sons members thereof fall within the provisions of the act of October 16, 1918,
in that it openly advocates the overthrow of the Government of the United
States by force and violence.

Respectfully submitted. J. E..Hooves,

Special Assistant to the-Attormey General.
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MANIFESTO OF THE LEFT WING S8ECTION OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF NEW YORK CITY.

The members of the. S8ocialist Party are entitled to an explanation for the
issuance of this pamphlet by the left wing section:

We are a very active and growing section of the Socialist Party who are at-
tempting to reach the rank and flle with eur urgent message over the heads
of t:ne powers that be, who through inertia paralyzed the party’s policles and
. tactics.

The official Socialist Party press in the main is closed to us: therefore we
enan not adequately present our side of the case.

In the various digscussions that arise everywhere party members or delegates
“assemble, both sides grow too heated for calm, dispassionate judgment.

Therefore we have decided to issue our manifesto and program in pamphiet
form, 80 that the rank and file may read and judge our case on its merits.

Comrades—and this Is addresssed to members of the party—the situation ls
such that a careful study of our position is absolutely imperative.

MANIFESTO.

Prior to August, 1914, the nations of the world lived on a volcano. Violent
eruptions from time to time guve warning of the eataclysm to come; but the
diplomats and statesmnen managed to localize the. outbreaks; and the masses,
slightly aroused, sank bank into their accustomed lethargy with doubts and
misgivings, and the subterranean fires continued to smolder.

Many trusted blindly—some in their statexmen, some in the cohesive power of
Christianity, their eommon religion, and some Iin the growing strength of the
international socinlist movement. Had not the German Socinl Democracy
exchanged dramatic telegrnms with the French Soclalist Party, each pledging
itself not to fight in case their Governments declared war on each other? A
general strike of workers led by these determined soclalists would quickly,
bring the Governments to their senses.

S0 the workers reasoned until the thunderclap of Sarejevo and Austria’s
uiimatum to Serbia. Then suddenly the storm broke, Mobilization every-
mnere. Everywhere declarntions of war. In three or four days Europe was

arms.

The present structure of soclety—<capitalism—with its pretensions to democ-
racy on the one hand and its commercizl rivalries, armaments, rings. and
standing armies on the other, all based on the exploltation of the working class
and the division of the loot, was cast into the furnace of war. Two things only
could issue forth; either international capitalist coutrol, through a league of
nations, or social revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariat. Both of
these forces are to-day contending for world power.

The soelal democracies of Europe, unable or unwilling to meet the crisis,

|wm themselves hurled iuto the contlagration, to he tempered or consumed
by it.

THE COLLAPSE OF THE BECOND INTERNATIONAL.

Great demonstrations were held in every European country by soci
protesting against their Governments’ declarations of war and mebilizations
of war. And we know that these demonstrations were rendered impotent hy
the complete surrender of the socialist partiamentary leaders and the official
socialist press, with their “ justifications ” of * defensive wars” and the safe-
fuarding of * democracy.”

Why the sudden change of front? Why did the socialist lenders in the
barliuments of the belligerents vote the war credits?

Why did not moderate socialisim carry out the policy of the Basle manifesto,
namely, the converting of an imperialistic war into a civic war—into a pro-
letarian revolution? Why did it either openly favor the war or adopt a
Policy of petty hourgeous pacitinin?

THE DEVELOPMENT OF MODERATE * S8OCIALISM.”
In the latter part of the nineteenth century the soclal democracies of Europe

set out to “legislate capitalism out of office.” The class struggle was to be
won in the capitalist legislatures. Step by step concessions were to be wrested
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from the State; the working class and the Socialist pacties were to be strength-
ened by means of “ constructive” reform and social legislation ; each concession
would act as a rung In the ladder of social revolution upon which the workers
could climb, step by step, until finally some bright sunny morning the peoples
would awaken to find the cooperative commonwealth functioning without die-
order, confusion, or hitch on the ruins of the capitalist state.

And what happened? When a few legislative seats had been secured the
thunderous denunciations of the Socialist legislators suddenly ceased. No mwre
were the parliaments used as platforms from which the challenge of revolu-
tionary Socialism was flung to all the corners of Eurgpe. Another era had-set
in, the era of “ constructive” social reform legislation. Dominant moderate
Socialism accepted that state. All power to shape the policies and tactics of
the Socialist parties was intrusted to the parliamentary leaders. And these
lost sight of Socialism’s original purpose; their goal becume * constructive
reforms ” and cabinet portfolios—the * cooperation of classes ”—the policy of
openly or tactically declaring that the coming of Sociulism was a concern * of
all classes,” instead of emphasizing the Marxian policy that the construction
of the Socialist system is the task of the revolutionary proletariat alone.
* Moderate Socialism,” in the hands of these parliamentary leaders, was now
ready to share responsibility with the bourgeoisie in the control of the capi-
talist state, even to the extent of defending the bourgeoisie against the work-
ing class—as in the first Briand ministry in France, when the officlal party
press was opened to a defense of the shooting of striking railway workers at
the order of the Socialist-Bourgeois coalition cabinet.

‘“ SAUBAGE BOCIALISM.”

This situation was brought about by mixing the democratic cunt of the
elghteenth century with scientific socialism. The result was what Rosa
L.uxemburg called *sausage socialisn..” The * moderates” emphasized petty
bourgeois social reformism in order to attract tradesmen, shopkeepers, and
members of the professions, and, of course, the latter flocked to the soclalist
movement in great numbers, seeking relief from the constant grinding between
corporate capital and awakening labor.

The soclalist organizations actively competed for votes, on the basis of soclal
reforms, with the bourgeois-liberal political parties. And so they catered to
the ignorance and prejudice of the workers, trading promises of immediate
reforms for votes.

Dominant *“ moderate Sociallsm” forgot the teachings of the founders of
sclentific Socialism, forgot its function as a proletariat movement—* the most
resolute and advanced section of the working class parties "—and permitted
the bourgeois and self-seeking trade union elements to shape its policles and
tactics. This was the condition in which the Social Democracies of Europe
found themselves at the outbreak of war in 1914. Demoralized and confused
by the crosscurrents within their own partles, vacillating and compromising
with the bourgeois state they fell a prey to soclal patriotism and nationalism.

SPARTICIDES AND BOLBHEVIKI.

But revolutionary Socialism was not destined to lie inert for long. In
Germany, Karl Liebknecht, Franz Mehring, Rosa Luxemburg, and Otto Ruhle
organized the Spartacus group. But their voices were drowned in the roar of
cannon and the shriek of the dying and the majmed.

Russia, however, was to be the first battle ground where * moderate ” and
revolutionary Socialism should come to grips for the mastery of State. The
breakdown of the corrupt, bureaucratic Czarist régime opened the floodgates
of revolution.

Three main contending parties attempted to ride into power on the revolu-
tionary tide; the cadets, the *‘ moderate Soclalists ” (Mensheviki and Soclal
Revolutionarists), and the revolutionary Socialists—the Bolsheviki. The
Cudets were first to be swept into power; hut they tried to stem the still-
rising flood with a few abstract political ideals, and were soon carried away.
The soldlers, workers and peasants could no longer be fooled by phrases. The
Mensheviki and Social revolutionaries succeeded the cadets. And now came the
crucial test; would they, in accord with Marxian teachings, make themselves
{he ruling class and sweep away the old conditions of production, and thus
prepare the way for the cooperative commonwealth or would they tinker; with




SEDITION. 57

the old machinery and try to foist it on the masses as something just as
? .

They did the latter and proved for all time that * moderate Socialism " can
not be trusted.

“ Moderate Socialism ” was not prepared to seize the power for the workers
during a revolution. * Moderate Socialism’™ had a rigid formula—* con-
structive soclal reform legisiation within the capitalist state”™ and to that for-
1mula it clung. It believed that bourgeols democracy could be used as a means of
constructing the Socialist system; therefore, it must wait until the people,
through a constituent assembly, should vote Socialism into existence. And
in the meantimne it held that there must be established a Government of
coalition with the enemy, the bourgeoisie. As if, with all the means of con-
troling public opinion in the hands of the bourgeoisie, a constituent assembly
could or would ever vote the Soclalists into power. -

Revolutionary Socialists hold, with the founders of sclentific Socialism,
that there are two dominant classes in socliety—the bourgeoisie and the prole-
tariat; that between these two classes a struggle must go on until the work-
ing class, through the seizure of the instruments of production and distribution,
the abolition of the capitalist state, and the establishment of the dictatorship
of the proletariat, creates a Socialist system. Revolutionary Socialists do
not believe that they can be voted into power. They struggle for the conquest
of power by the revolutionary proletariat. Then comes the transition period
from capitalism to soclalism, of which Marx speaks in his * Critique of the
Gotha Program,” when he says:

“ Between the capitalist soclety and the communist lies the period of the
revolutionary transformation of the one into the other. This corresponds to a
political transition perfod, in which the State can not he anything else but
the dictatorship of the proletariat.”

Marx and ‘Engels clearly explained the function of the Socialist movement.
It is the *“ moderate Socialist,” through intellectual gymnastics, evasions, mis-
quotations, and the tearings of sentences and phrases from their context, who
make Marx and Engels sponsors for their perverted version of socialism.

PROBLEMS OF AMERICAN SOCIALISM,

At the present moment the Socialist Party of America is agitated by several
cross currents, some local in their character, and some a reflex of cleaverages
within the European Socialist movements. Many see in this Internal dissention
merely an unimportant difference of opinfon, or. at most, dissatisfaction with
the control of the party, and the desire to replace those who have misused it
with better men.

We, however, maintain that there 18 a fundamental distinction in views con-
cerning party policies and tactics. And we belleve that this difference is so
vast that from our standpoint a radical change in party policies and tactics 18
necessary.

'1;%113 essential task is being shirked by our party leaders and officials gen-
erally.

Already there is formidable industrial unrest, a seething ferment of discon-
tent, evidences by inarticulate rumblings which presage striking occurrences.
The transformation of industry from a war to a peace basis has thoroughly dis-
organized the economic structure. Thousands upon thousunds of workers are
being thrown out of work. Demohjlized soldiers and saflors find themselves a
drug upon the labor market unless they act as scabs and strikebreakers.
Skilled mechanics fighting desperately to maintain their war wage and thelr
industrial status, are forced to strike. Women, who during the war have been
weleomed Into industries hitherto closed to them, are struggling to keep thelr
Jobs. And to cap the climax the capitalists, through their chambers of com-
merce and their merchants and manufacturers’ assoclations, have resolved to
take advantage of the situation to break down even the inadequate organiza-
tions labor has built through generations of painful struggle.

The temper of the workers and soldlers. after the sacrifices they have made
in the war, is such that they will not endure the reactionary labor conditions
80 openly advocated by the master class. A series of labor struggles is bound
to follow—indeed, is beginning now. Shall the Soclalist Party continue to feed
the workers with soclal reform legislation at this critical perlod? Shall it
approach the whole question from the standpoint of votes and the election of
representatives to the legislatures? Shall it emphasize the consumers’ point
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of view, when the Socialist principles teach that the workers are robbed, at
the point of production? Shall it tulk about the cost of living and taxatlon
when it should be explaining how the worker 18 robbed at his job?

There are many signs of the awakening of labor. Strikes are developlng
which verge on revolutionary action; the trade-unions are organizing a labor
party, in an effort to conserve what they have won and wrest new concessions
from the master class. The organization of a labor party is an immature ex-
pression of a new spirit in the labor movement; but a labor party Is not the
fnstrument for the emancipation of the working class; itz policy would be in
general what 18 now the official policy of the Socialist Party—reforming
capitalism on.the basisx of the bourgeols state. Laborism is a8 much a danger
to the revolutionary proletariat as “ moderate *' sociallsm ; neither is an instru-
ment for the conquest of power.

‘CAPITALIST IMPERIALISM,

Imperialism is the final stage of capitalism in which the accumulated capital
or surplus of the Nation is too great to be reinvested in the home market.
The Increased productivity of the working class, due to improved machinery
and efficlency methods, and the mere subsistence wage which permits the
worker to buy back only a small portion of what he produces, causes an ever-
increasing accumulation of commodities, which in turn become capital and
must be invested in further production. When capitalism has reached the
stage in which it imports raw materials from undeveloped countries and
exports them again in the shape of manufactured products it has reached
its highest development.

This process is universal. Foreign markets, sphere of influence, and pro-
tectorates, under the intensive development of capitalist industry and finamce,

~in turn become highly developed. They, too, seek for markets. National
capitalist control, to save itself from ruin, breaks its national bonds and
emerges full grown as a capitalist league of nations, with international armies
and navies to maintain its supremacy.

The TUnited States no longer holds itself aloof, isolated, and provincial
It is reaching out for new markets, new zones of inﬂuence, new. protectorates.

The capitalist class of America iIs using organized labor for its imperialistic
purposes. We may soon expect the capitalist class, in true Bismarkian
fashion, to grant factory laws, old-age pensions, unemployment insurance,
sick benefits, and the whole litter of bourgeois reforms, so that the workers
may be kept fit to produce the greatest profits at the greatest speed.

DANGERS TO AMERICAN SOCIALISM.

There is danger that the Socialist Party of America might make use of
these purely bourgeols reforms to attract the workers’ votes by clatming
that they are victories for socialism and that they have been won by socialist
political action, when, as a matter of fact, the object of these master class
measures is to prevent the growing class consciousness of the workers and
to divert from their revolutionary aim. By agitating for these reforms,
therefare, the Socialist Party would be playing into the hands of the American
imperialists.

On the basis of the class struggle, then, the Socialist Party of America must
reorganize itself, must prepare to come to grips with the master class during
the difficult period of capitalist readjustment now going on. This it can do
only by teaching the working class the truth about present-day conditions;
it must preach revolutionary industrial unionism and urge all the workers to
organize into industrial unions, the only form of labor organization which can
cope with the power of great modern aggregations of capital. It must carry
on its political campaigns, not merely as a means of electing officials to political
office, as in the past, but as a year-round educational campaign to arouse the
workers to class conscious, economic, and political action, and to keep alive
the burning ideal of revolution in the hearts of the people.

POLITICAL ACTION.
We assert. with Marx, that * the class struggle is essentiaily a political strug-

gle,” and we can only accept his own oft-repeated interpretation of that phrase.
The class strugle, whether it manifest itself on the industrial fleld or in the
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irect struggle for governmental control, is essentially a struggle for the cap-
ture and destruction of the capitalist state. This is a political act. In this
broader view of the term * political” Marx includes revolutionary industrial
action. In other words, the objective of socialist industrial action is * politi-
cal,” in the sense that it aims to undermine the bourgeois state, which “is
nothing less than a machine for the oppression of one class by another, and that
no leas 80 in a democratic republic than under a monarchy.”

Political action is also and more generally used to refer to participation in
election campaigns for the immediate purpose of winning legislative seats. In
this sense, t0o, we urge the use of political action as a revolutionary weapon.

But both in the nature and the purpose of this form of political action revolu-
tionary soclalism and “ moderate socialism " are completely at odds.

Political action, revolutionary and emphasizing the implacable character of
the class struggle, is a valuable means of propaganda. It must at all times
struggle to arouse the revolutionary mass action of the proletariat—its use is
both agitational and obstructive. It must on all issues wage war upon capital-
ism and the state. Revolutionary soclalism uses the forum of parliament for
agitation; but 1t does not intend to and can not use the bourgeois state as a
means of introducing socialism; this bourgeois state must be destroyed by the
mass action of the revolutionary proletarint. The proletariat dictatorship, in
the form of a soviet state, is the immediate objective of the class struggle.

Marx declared that “ the working class can not simply lay hold of the ready-
made state machinery and wield it for its own purposes.” This machinery
must be destroyed. But *“ moderate soclalism ” makes the state the center of
its action.

The attitude toward the state divides the anarchist (anarcho-syndicalist),
the “ moderate socialist,” and the revolutionary socialist. Eager to abolish
the state (which is the ultimate purpose of revolutionary socialism), the an-
archist and (anarcho-socialist) fails to realize that a state is necessary in the
transition period from the capitalism to socialism; the ‘ moderate soclalist™
proposes to use the bourgeols state, with its fraudulent democracy, its tllusory
theory of “ unity of all the classes,” its standing army, police, and bureaucracy
oppressing and bafiling the masses; the revolutionary socialist maintains that
the bourgeois state must be completely destroyed, and proposes the organiza-
tion of a new state—the state of the organized producer, of the federated
soviets—on the basix of which alone can soclalism be introduced.

Industrial unionism, the organization of the proletariat in accordance with
the Integration of industry and for the overthrow of capitalism, i8 a necessary
phase of revolutionary soclalist agitation. Potentially, industrial unionism
constructs the basis and develops the idealogy of the industrial state of social-
ism; but industrial unionism alone can not perform the revolutionary act of
seizure of the power of the state, since under the conditions of capitalism it is
impossible to organize the whole working class or an overwhelning majority
into industrial unionism.

It 18 the task of a revolutionary socialist party to direct the struggles of
the proletariat and provide a program for the culminating crisis. Its propa-
ganda must be so directed that when this crisis comes, the workers will be
prepared to accept a program of the following character:

(a) The organization of workmen's councils; recognition of, and propuganda
for, these mass organizations in the immediate struggle. as the form of expres-
sfon of the class struggle, and as the instruments for the seirure of the power
of the state and the basis of the new proletarian state of the organized
producers and the dictatorship of the proletariat.

(b) Workmen’s control of industry. to be exercised by the Industrial organi-
zations (industrial unions of soviets) or the workers and the industrial vote,
as against Government ownership or State control of industry.

(¢) Repudiation of all national debts. with provisions to safegunrd small
Investors.

(d) Expropriation of the banks; preliminary measure for the complete
expropriation of capital.

(e) Expropriation of the railways and the large (trust) organizations of
capital; no compensation to be paid, as *“ buying-out” the capitaliste would
insure a continuance of the exploftation of the workers; provisions, however.
to be made during the transition period for the protection of small owners of
stoek.

(1) The nationalization of foreign trade.
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These are not the *immediate demands” comprised in the social reform
blanks now in the platform of our party; they are not a compromise with the
capitalist state, but imply a revolutionary struggle against that state and
against capitalism, the conquest of power by the proletariat through revo-
lutionary mass action. They imply the new soviet state of the organized
producers, the dictatorship of the proletariat; they are preliminary revolu-
tionary measures for the expropriation of capital and the introduction of
communist socialism.

PROGRAM.

1. We stand for a uniform declaration of prinicples in all party platforms
both local and national and the abolition of all social reform planks now con-
tained in them.

2. The party must teach, propagate, and agitate exclusively for the over-
throw of capitalism, and the establishment of socialism through a proletarian
dictatorship.

3. The soclalist candidates elected to office shall adhere strictly to the
above provisions.

4. Realizing that a political party can not reorganize and recomstruct the
fndustrial organizations of the working class, and that this is the task of the
economic organizations themselves, we demand that the party assist this
process of reorganization by a propaganda for revolutionary industrial unjom-
ism as part of its general activities. We belleve it is the mission of the
socialist movement to encourage and assist the proletariat to adopt newer and
more effective forms of organization and to stir it into newer and more
revolutionary modes of action.

5. We demand that the official party press be party owned and controlled.

6. We demand that officially recognized educational institutions be party
owned and controlled. '

7. We demand that the party discard its obsolete literature and publish
new literature in keeping with the policles and tactics above mentioned.

8. We demand that the national executive committee call an immediate
emergency national convention for the purpose of formulating party policies
and tactics to meet the present crisis.

9. We demand that the socialist party repudiate the Berne Congress or
uny other conference engineered by * moderate socialists” and social patriots.

. 10. We demand that the socialist party shall elect delegates to the inter-
national congress proposed by the communist party of Russia (Bolsheviki) ;
that our party shall participate only in a new international with which are
affillated the communist party of Russia (Bolsheviki), the communist labor
party of Germany (Spartacans), and all other left wing parties and groups.

ExnaiiT E.

CaLL PorR A NATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE PUumPosk or OreANIZING THE CoM-
MUNIST PARTY OF AMERICA,

In this the most momentous period of the worid’s history capitalism is
tottering to its ruin. The proletariat is straining at the chains which bind it.
A revolutionary spirit is spreading throughout the world. The workers are
rising to answer the clarion call of the third international.

Only one socialism is possible in the crisis. A socialism based upon under-
standing. A soclalism that will express in action the needs of the proletariat.
The time has passed for temporizing and hesitating. We must act. The com-
munist call of the third international, the echo of the communist manifesto of
1848, must be answered.

The National Executive Committee of the Soclalist Party of America has
evidenced by its expulsion of nearly half of the membership that they will not
hesitate at wrecking the organization in order to maintain their control. A
crisis has been precipitated in the ranks of revolutionary socialism by the
wholesale expulsion or suspension of the membership comprising the Socialist
Party of Michigan, locals and branches throughout the country, together with
seven language federations. This has created a condition in our movement
that makes it manifestly impossible to longer delay the calling of a convention
to organize a new party. Those who realize that the capturing of the Socialist
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Party as such is but an empty victory will not hesitate to respond to this call
and leave the “right” and “ center” to sink together with thelr * revolution-
ary " leaders,

The majority of the delegates to the left wing conference in New York
weakly neglected to sever their connections with the reactionary national execu-
tive committee, Rendered impotent by the conflicting emotions and lack of
understanding present they continued to mark time as centrists in the wake
of the right. Their poliey is one of.endeavor to capture the old party machinery
and the stagnant elements which have been struggling for a false unity, who
are only ready to abandon the ship when it sinks beneath the waves of re-
action,

The condition which confronted the minority delegates at the left wing con-
ference has been met by issuing this call for the formation of a Communist
Party of America. The delegates issuing the call represented the following
organizations: Soclalist Party of Michigan, Left Wing State Convention of
Minnesota, locals Buffalo, N. Y., Chicago, Ill., Union Local, N. J., Cudahy, Wis.,
Rochester, N. Y., Rockford, Ill.,, Kenosha, Wis., New York, Providence, R. I,
Nanticoke, Pa., Milwaukee, Wis.,, Boston, Mass., and the Polish, Lettisk, Rus-
gian, Jewish, Lithuanian, Ukrainian, and Esthonian Federations.

No other course is possible; therefore, we, the minority delegates at the
feft wing conference, call a convention to meet in the city- of Chicago on Sep-
tember 1, 1019, for the purpose of organizing a Communist Party in America.

This party will be founded upon the following principles:

1. The present is the period of the dissolution and collapse of the whole
capitalist world system, which will mean the complete collapse of world cul-
ture, if capitalism with its unsolvable contradictions is not replaced by com-
pranism,

2. The problem of the proletariat consists in organizing and training itseif
for the conquest of the powers of the State. This conquest of power means
the replacement of the State machinery of the bourgeoisie with a new prole-
tarian machinery of government.

3. This new proletarian state must embody the distatorship of the proletariat.
beth industrial and agricultural, this dictatorship constituting the instrument
for the taking over of property used for exploiting the workers, and for the
reorganization of society on a communist basis.

Not the fraudulent bourgeois democracy—the hypocritical form of the rule of
the finance-oligarchy, with its purely formal equality—but proletarian de-
mocracy based on the possibility of actual realization of freedom for the work-
ing masses; not capitalist bureaucracy, but organs of administration which
have been created by the masses themselves, with the real participation of
these masses in the government of the country and in the activity of the com-
munist structure—this should be the type of the proletarian state. The
workers' councils and similar organizations represent its concrete form.

4. The dictatorship of the proletariat shall carry out the abolition of private
property in the means of production and distribution, by transfer to the pro-
letarian state under Socialist administration of the working class; nationaliza-
tion of the great business enterprises and financial trusts.

5. The present world situation demands the closest relation between the revo-
lutionary proletariat of all countries.

6. The fundamental means of the struggle for power is the mass action of
the proletariat, a gathering together and concentration of all its energies;
whereas methods such as the revolutionary use of bourgeois parliamentarism
are only of subsidiary significance.

In those countries in which the historical development has furnished the
opportunity, the working class has utilized the régime of political democracy
for its organization against capitallsm. In all countries where the conditions
for a worker's revolution are not yet ripe, the same process will go on.

But within this process the workers must never lose sight of the true char-
acter of bourgeols democracy. If the flnance-oligarchy considers it advan-
tageous to veil its deeds of violence behind parliamentary votes, then the capi-
talist power has at its command, in order to gain its ends, all the traditions
and attalnments of former centuries of upper class rule, demagogism, perse-
cution, slander, bribery, calumny and terror. To demand of the proletariat that
1t shall be content to yleld itself to the artificlal rules devised by its mortal
enemy, but not observed by the enemy, 18 to make a mockery of the prole-
tarian struggle for power—a struggle which depends primarily on the develop-
ment of separate organs of the working class power.
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7. The old Socialist International has broken into three main groups: (a)
Those frankly social patriots who since 1914 have supported their bourgeoisie
and transformed those elements of the working class which they control into
hangmen of the international revolution.

. (b) The “center,” representing elements which are constantly wavering
und incapable of following a definite plan of action, and which are at tlmes
positively traitorous; and

.(¢) The communlsts

As regards the social patriots, who everywhere, in the critical moment oppose
the proletarian revolution with force of arms, a merciless fight is absolutely
necessary. As regards the * center” our tactics must be to separate the revo-
lutionary elements by pitilessly criticizing the leaders. Absolute separation
from the organization of the center is necessary.

8. It is necessary to rally the groups and proletarian organizations who,
.though not as yet in the waks of revolutionary trend of the communist move-
n;ent nevertheless have manifested and developed a tendency leading in that
direction.

Socialist criticism has sufficlently stigmatized the bom'geols world order.
The task of the international communist press is to carry on propaganda for
the abolition of this order and to erect in its place the structure of the Socialist
world order. Under the communist banner, the emblem under which the first
great victories have already been won; in the war against imperialistic bar-
barity, against the privileged classes, against the social and national oppres-
ston—we cnll upon the proletarians of all lands to unite!

PROGRAM OF THE CALL.

1. We favor internutional alliance of the Socialist movement of the United
States only with the Communist groups of other countries. such as the Bol-
sheviki of Russin, Spartacans of Germany, etc., according to the program of
communism as above outlined.

2. We are opposed to association with other groups not committed to the
revolutionary class struggle, such as labor parties, nonpartisan leagues, peo-
ple's councils, municipal ownership leagues and the like. -

3. We nmintain that the class struggle is essentinlly a political struggie.
that Is, a struggle by the proletariat to conquer the capitalist state, whether
its form he monarchistic or democratic republican, and to destroy and replace
it by a governmental structure adapted to the Socialist transformation.

4. The party shall propagandize class-conscious industrial unionism as
against the craft formn of unionism, and shall carry on party activity in co-
operation with industrial disputes that take on a revolutionary character.

5. We do not disparage voting nor the value of success in electing our can-
didates to public office—not if these are in direct line with the class struggle.
The trouble comes with the {illusion that political or industrial immediate
achievements are of themselves steps in the revolution. the progressive merging
of capitalism into the cooperative commonwealth.

The basts of our political campaign should be:

(a) To propagandize the overthrow of capitalism by proletarian conquest
of the political power and the establishment of a dictatorship of the prole-
tariat.

(h) To maintain a political organization as a clearing house for proletarian
thought, a center of political education for the development of revolutionry
working-class action.

() To keep in the foreground our consistent appeal for proletarian revolu-
tion; and to analyze the counter proposals and reformist palliatives in their
true light of evasion of the issue; recognizing at all times the characteristic
developments of the class conflict as applicable to all capitalistic nations.

(d) To propagandize the party organization as the organ of contact with the
revolutionary proletariat of other lands, the basis for international associa-
tion being the same political understanding and the common plan of action.
tending toward increasing unity in detail as the international crisis develops.

6. Soclulist platforms, proceeding on the basis of the class struggle, recog-
nizing that the Socialist movement has come into the historie period of the
roclal revolution, can contain only the demand for the dictatorship of the prolé-
tariat.

(a) The basis of this demand should be thoroughly explained in the economic,
political and social analysis of the class struggle, as evolving within the system
of capitalism.
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(d) The implications of this demand should be illustrated by the first steps
and general modes of social reconstruction dependent upon and involved within
the proletarian domination of the. political life of the nation.

€¢c) A municipal platform of soclalism can not proceed on a separate basis,
but mygt conform to the general platform, simply relating the attainment of
local power to the immedfate goal of gaining national power. There are no
separate city problems within the terms of the class struggle, only the one
preoblem of capitalist versus proletarian domination.

7. We realize that the coming of the social revolution depends on an over-
whelming assertion of mass power by the proletariat, taking on political con-
sciousness and the definite direction of revolutionary Soclalism. The manifes-
tations of this power and consciousness are not subject to precise, precalcula-
tion. But the history of the movement of the proletariat toword the revolution-
ary proleturian assertion and the political mass strike.

The mass action conception looks to the general unity of the proletarian
foreces under revolutionary provocation and stimulus. In the preliminary
stages, which alone come within our predetermination and party initiative,
the tactics of mass action Includes all mass demonstrations and mass struggles
which sharpen the understanding of the proletariat as to the class conflict and
which separate the revolutionary proletariat into group distinct from all others.

Mass action, in time of revoluttonary crisls, or the analogous case of large
~xcale industrial conflict, naturally accepts the council form of organization for
its expression over a continued period of time.

8. Applying our declarations of party principle to the organization of the
party itself, we realize the need, in correspondence with the highly centralized
capitalist power to be combated of a centralized party organization.

Organizations indorsing the principles and program outlined as a tenative
basis for the organization of a’ Communist Party are invited to send delegates
to the convention in Chicago on September 1, 1919.

The basis of representation to be one delegate for every organization and one
additional for every five hundred members or major fraction thereof.

Provided, also, that each language federation shall have one fraternal dele-
gate at the convention.

Provided further, that in States where the States are organized, they shall
send delegates as States. In States which are not organized. the locals shall
send delegates as such. In locals which are not organized a part of the local
may send a delegate.

DenN1s E. BaTT,

D. ELBAUM,

0. C. JoBRNSON,

JoaN KERACHER,

S. KOPNAGEL,

J. V. STILSON,

ALEXANDER STOKLITSKY,
National Organization Committee.

Send communications to the national office of the organization commit-
tee : Dennis E. Batt, 1221 Blue Island Ave., Chicago, I1l.

MANIFESTO OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATION AT,

{Manifesto of the first congressa of the Communist Intemtlonn] held at Mosecow,
Mar. 2-6, 1919. Issued Mar. 10, and signed Charles Rakovsky, N. Imln. G, Zlnovlev,
Leor n Trotnu, Frits Platten. Text ved direct from Moscow. Translated by Ida

'erguson. ]

To the proletariat of all countries:

Seventy-two years have gone by since the Communist Party of the World
proclaimed its program in the form of the manifesto written by the greatest
teachers of the proletarfan revolution, Karl Marx and Frederick Engels. Even
at that early time, when communism had scarcely come into the arena of con-
flict, it was hounded by the lieg, hatred, and calumny of the possessing classes,
who rightly suspected in it their mortal enemy. During these seven decades
communism has traveled a hard road of ascent followed by periods of sharp
decline; successes, but also severe defeats. In spite of all. the development at
bottom went the way forecust by the manifesto of the Communist Party. The
epoch of the last decisive battle came later than the apostle of the social revolu-
tion expected and wished. But it has come.
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. We communists, representatives of the revolutionary proletariat of the dif-
ferent countries of Europe, America, and Asia, assembled in Soviét Moscow, feel
and consider ourselves followers and fulfillers of the program proclaimed 72
years ago. It is our task now to sum up the practical revolutionary experience
of the working class, to cleanse the movement of its admixtures of opportunism
and xocial patriotism, and to gather together the forces of all the true revo-
lutionary proletarian parties In' order to further and hasten the complete vic-
tory of the communist revolution.

1. For a long span of years socialism predicted the inevitableness of the im-
perialistic war; it perceived the essential cause of this war in the insatiable
greed of the possessing classes in both camps of capitalist nations. ‘Two years
before the outbreak of the war, at the congress of Basle. the responsible so-
clalixt leaders of all countries branded imperialism as the instigator of the com-
ing war, and menaced the bourgeoisie with the threat of the socialist revolu-
tion—the retaliation of the proletariat for the crimes of militarism. Now, after
the experience of five years, after history has disclosed the predatory lust of
Germany, and has unmasked the no less criminal deeds on the part of the Allies,
the State soclallsts of the Entente nations, together with their governments,
again unmask the deposed German Kaiser. And the German soclal patriots,
who in August, 1914, proclaimed the diplomatic White Book of the Hohenzollern
as the holiest gospel of the people to-day In vulgar sycophancy join with the
soclalists of the Entente countries in accusing as archceriminals the deposed
German monarchy which they formerly served as slaves. In this way they hope
to erase the memory of their own guilt and to gain the good will of the victors.
But alongside the dethroned dynasties of the Romanoffs, Hohenzollerns, and
Hapsburgs, and the capitalistic cliques of these lands, the rulers of France, Eng-
land. Italy, and the United States stand revealed In the light of unfolding
events and diplomatic disclosures in thelr immeasurable vileness.

The contradictions of the capitalist system were converted by the war into
beastly torments of hunger and cold, epidemics, and moral savagery for all man-
kind. In this the acndemic quarrel in socialism over the theory of increasing
misery, and also of the undermining of capitalism through socialism, is now
finally determined. Statisticlans and teachers of the theory of reconciliation
of these contradictions have endeavored for decades to gather together from all
countries of the earth real and apparent facts which evidence the increasing
well-being of the working class. To-day abysmal misery is before our eyes,
soclal as well as physiological. in all its shocking reality.

Finance-capital. which threw mankind into the abyss of war, has itself suf-
fered catastrophic changes during the course of the war. The dependence of
paper money upon the material basis of production was completely destroyed.
More and more losing its significance as medium and regulator of capitalistic
commodity circulation, paper money becomes merely a means of exploitation,
robbery, of military economic oppression. The complete deterioration of paper
money now reflects the general deadly crisis of capitalist commodity exchange.

As free competition was replaced as regulator of production and distribution
in the chief domains of enonomy, during the decades which preceded the war,
by the system of trusts and monopolies, so the exigencles of the war took the
regulating rdle out of the hands of the monopolies and give it directly to the
military power. Distribution of raw materials, utilization of petroleum from
Baku or Rumania, of coal from Donetz, of cereals from the Ukraine; the fate
of German locomotives, rallroad cars, and automobiles, the provisioning of
famine-stricken Europe with bread and meat, all these basic questions of the
economic life of the world are no longer regulated by free competition, nor yet
by combinations of national and international trusts, but through direct appH-
cation of military force.

Just as complete subordination of the power of the State to the purposes of
finance-capital led mankind to the imperialistic shambles, so finance-capital
has, through this mass slaughter, completely militarized not alone the State
but also itself. It is no longer able to fulfill its essential economic functions
otherwise than by means of blood and iron.

The opportunists who before the war exhorted the workers, in the name of
the gradual transition into soclalism, to be temprate; who, during the war,
asked for submission in the name of “civil peace’ and defense of the Father-
land, now again demand of the workers self-abnegation to overcome the terrible
consequences of the war. If this preaching were listened to by the workers
capitalism would build out of the bones of several generations a new and still
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more formidable structure, leading to. a new and inevitable world war. Fortu-
nately for humanity, this Is no longer possible. .

The absorption by the State of the economic life, so vigorously opposed by
capitalist liberalism, has now become a fact. There can be no return either to
free competition nor to the rule of the trusts, syndicates, and other economic
monsters. The only question is what shall be the future mainstay of state
production, the Imperialistic State or the State of the victorious proletariat?
In other words, shall the whole of working humanity become the feudal hond
servants of the victorious Entente bourgeoisie, which under the name of a
League of Nations aided by an *international ” army and an *international ”
navy, here plunders and murders, there throws a crumb, but everywhere en-
chains the proletariat, with the single aim of maintaining its own rule? Or will
the working class take into its own hands the disorganized and shattered
economic life and make certain its reconstruction on a soclalist basis?

Only the proletarian dictatorship, which recognizes neither inherited privi-
leges -nor rights of property, but which arises from the needs of the hunger-
ifng masses, can shorten the period of the present crisis; and for this purpose
it mobilizes all materials and forces, introduces the universal duty to labor,
establishes the régime of industrial discipline, this way to heal in the course
of a few years the open wounds caused by the war and also to raise humanity
to new undreamt-of heights.

The national State which was given a tremendous impulse by capitalistic
evolution has become too narrow for the development of the productive forces.
And even more untenable has become the position of the small States, distrib-
uted among the great powers of Europe and in other parts of the world. These
small States came into existence at different times as fragments split off the
bigger States, as petty currency in payment for services rendered, to serve
as strategic buffer States. They, too, have their dynasties, their ruling gangs,
their imperialistic pretensions, their diplomatic machinations, their illusory in-
dependence had until the war precisely the same support as the European bal-
ance of power; namely, the continuous opposition between the two imperialistic
camps. The war has destroyed this balance. The tremendous preponderance
of power which the war gave to Germany in the beginning compelled these
smaller nations to seek their welfare and safety under the wings of German
militarism. After Germany was beaten the hourgeosie of the small nations,
together with their patriotic * socialists,” turned to the victorious imperialism
of the Allies and began to seek assurance for their further independent exist-
ence in the hypocritical * points " of the Wilson program. At the same time the
number of little States has increased ; out of the unity of the Austro-Hungarian
monarchy, out of the different parts of Czarist Empire, new sovereignties have
formed themselves. And these, as soon as born, jump at each other's throats
on account of their frontier disputes. Meanwhile the allied imperialists brought
about certain combinations of new and old small States through the cement of
mutual hatreds and general weakness. Even while violating the small and
weak peoples and delivering them to famine and degradation, the Entente im-
perialists, exactly as the imperialists of the Central Powers before them, did not
cease to talk of the right of self-determination of all peoples, a right which is-
now entirely destroyed in Europe and in the rest of the world.

Only the proletarian revolution can secure the existence of the small natlons,
a revolution which frees the productive forces of all countries from the restric-
tions of the national States, which unites all peoples in the closest economic
cooperation on the basis of a universal economic plan, and gives even to the
smallest and weakest peoples the possibility freely and independently to carry
on their national ‘culture without detriment to the united and centralized
economy of Europe and of the whole world.

The last war, after all a war against the colonfes, was at the same time a war
with the aid of the colonies. To an unprecedented extent the population of the
colonies was drawn into the European war. Indians, Arabs, Madagascans bat-
tled on the European Continent—what for ?—for their right to remain slaves of
England or France? Never did eapitalist rule show itself more shameless,
never was the truth of colonial slavery brought into such sharp rellef. As a
consequence we witnessed a series of open rebellions and revolutionary ferment
in all colonies. In Enrope itself it was Ireland which reminded us in bloody
street battles that it is still an enslaved country and feels itself as such. In
Madagascar, in Annam, and in other countries, the troops of the bourgeois
republic have had more than one insurrection of the colonial slaves to suppress
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during the war. TIn India the revolutionary movement has not been at a stand-
stil] for one day, and lately we have witnessed the greatest labor strike in Asia,
to which the government of Great Britain answered with armored cars.

In this manuer the colonial quéstion in its entirety became the order of the
day not alone on the green table of the diplomatic conferences at Paris but also
in the colonies themselves. The Wilson program, at the very best, calls only for
a change in the firm-name of colonial enslavement. Liberation of the colonies
can come only through liberation of the working class of the oppressing nations.

_The workers and peasants not only of Annam, Algeria, Bengal, but also of Persia
and Armenia, can gain independent existence only after the laborers of England
and France have overthrown Lloyd-George and Clemenceau and taken the power
into their own hands. Even now in the more advanced colonies the battle goes
on not only under the flag of national liberation but it assumes also an open and
outspoken soclal character. Capitalistic Europe has drawn the backward coun-
tries by force into the capitalistic whirlpool, and socialistic Europe will come
to the aild of the liberated colonies with its technigue, its orgunization, its
spiritual influence, in order to facilitate their transition into the orderly system
of socialistic economy.

Colonial slaves of Africa and Asia! The hour of triumph of the proletarian
dictatorship of Europe will also be the hour of your lberation!

II. The whole bourgeois world accuses the Clommunists of destroying Hberties
and political democracy. That is not true. Having come into power the prole-
tariat only asserts the absolute impossibility of applying the methods of bour-
geois democracy and creates the conditions and forms of a higher working-class
democracy. The whole course of capitalistic development undermined political
democracy, not only by dividing the nation into two irreconcilable classes but
also by condemning the numerous petty bourgeois and semiproletarian elements,
as well as the sum proletariat, to permanent economic stagnation and political
impotence. ’

In those countries in which the historical development has furnished the op-
portunity, the working class has utilized the régime of political democracy for
its organization against capitalism. In all countries where the conditions for
a worker's revolution are not yet ripe, the same process will go on. But the
great middle layers on the farms, as well as in the cities, are hindered by
capitalism in the historic development and remain stagnant for whole epochs.
The peasant of Bavaria and Baden who does not look beyond his church spire,
the small French winegrower who has been ruined by the adulterations prac-
ticed by the big capitalists, the small farmer of America plundered and betrayed
by bankers and legislators—all these social ranks which have been shoved aside
from the main road of development by capitalism, are called on paper by the
régime of political democracy to the administration of the state. In reality,
however, the finance oligarchy decides all important questions which determine
the destinles of nations behind the back of parliamentary democracy. Particu-
larly was this true of the war question. The same applies to the question of
peace.

If the finance-oligarchy- considers it advantageous to veil its deeds of violence
behind parliamentary votes, then the bourgeois state has at its command in order
to gain its ends all the traditions and attainments of former centuries of upper-
class rule multiplied by the wonders of capitalistic technique—lies, demagog-
ism, persecutlion, slander, bribery, calumny, and terror. To demand of the pro-
letariat in the final life and death struggle with capitalism that it should follow
lamblike the demands of bourgeois deniocracy would be the same as to ask a
man who is defending his life against robbers to follow the artificial rules of a
French duel that have been set by his enemy but not followed by him.

In an emplre of destruction, where not only the means of production and
transportation, but also the institutions of political democracy represent bloody
ruins, the proletariat must create its own forms, to serve above all as a hond of
unity for the working class and to enable it to accomplish a revolutionary in-
tervention in the further development of mankind. Such apparatus is repre-
sented in the workmen's councils. The old parties, the old unions. have proved
incapable, in person of their leaders, to understand, much less to carry out, the
task which the new epoch presents to them. The proletariat created a new in-
stitution which embraces the entire working class, without distinction of voca-
tion or political maturity, an elastic form of organzation capable of continually
renewing itself, expanding, and of drawing into itself ever new elements, ready
to open its doors to the working groups of city and village which are near to the
proletariat. This indispensable autonomous organization of the working class
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in the present struggle and in the future conquests of different lands. tests the
proletariat and represents the greatest inspiration and the mightiest weapon of
the proletariat of our time. . , ,

Wherever the masses are awakened to consciousness, workers’, soldiers, and
peasants’ councils will be formed. To fortify these councils, to increase their
authority, to oppose them to the State apparatus of the bourgeoisie is now the
chief task of the class-conscious and honest workers of all countries. By means
of these councils the working class can counteract that disorganization which
has been brought into it by the infernal anguish of the war, by hunger, by the
violent deeds of the possessing classes, and by the betrayal of their former lead-
ers. By means of these councils the working class will gain power In all coun-
tries most readily and most certainly when these councils gain the support of
the majority of the Iaboring population. By meuns of these councils the work-
ing class, once attaining power, will control all the fleld of economic and cul-
tural life, as in Soviet Russia.

The collapse of the imperialistic state, czaristic to most democratic, goes on
simultaneously with the collapse of the imperialistic military system. The
armies of millions, mobilized by imperinlism, could remain steadfast only so
long as the poletariat remained obedient under the yoke of the bourgeoise. The
complete breakdown of national unity signifies also an inevitable disintegration
of the army. Thus it happened, first in Russia, then in Austria-Hungary, then
in Germany. The same also is to be expected in other imperialistic States. In-
surrection of the peasants against the landowner, of laborer against capitalist,
of both against the monarchic or * democratic” bureaucracy, must lead inevit-
ably to the insurrection of soldier against commander and, furthermore, to a
sharp division between the proletarian and bourgeois elements within the army.

The imperialistic war which pitted nation aganst nation, has passed and is

passing into the civil war which lines up class against class.

The outcry of the bourgeois world against the civil war and the red terror
is the most colossal hypocrisy of which the history of political struggles can
boast. There would be no civil war if the exploiters who have carried mankind
to the very brink of ruin had not prevented every forward step of the laboring
masses, if they had not instigated plots and murders and called to their ald
armed help from outside to maintain or restore their predatory privileges. Civil
war is forced upon the laboring classes by their archenemies. The working
class must answer blow for blow, if it will not renounce its own object and its
own future which is at the same time the future of all humanity.

The communist parties, far from conjuring up civil war artificially, rather
strive to shorten its duration as much as possible—in case it has become an
iron necessity—to minimize the number of its victims, and above all to secure
victory for the proletariat. This makes necessary the disarming of the bour-
geoisie at the proper time, the arming of the laborer, and the formation of a
communist army as the protector of the rule of the proletariat and the inviola-
bility of the soclal structure. Such is the red army of Soviet Russia which
arose to protect the achievements of the working class against every assault
from within or without. The Soviet Army is inseparable from the Soviet State.

Conscious of the world historic character of their mission, the enlightened
workers strove from the very beginning of the organized soclialist movement
for an international union. The foundation stone of this union was laid in
the year 1864 in London, in the first international. The Franco-Prussian War,
from which arose the Germany of the Hohenzollerns, undermined the first
International, giving rise at the same time to the national labor parties. As
early as 1889 these parties united at the congress of Paris and organized the
second international. But during this period the center of gravity of the
labor movement rested entirely on national ground, confining itself within
the realm of national parliamentarism, to the narrow compass of national
States and national industries. Decades of organizing and labor reformism
created a generation of leaders most of whom gave verbal recognition to
the program of social revolution but denied it in substance. They were lost in
the swamp of reformism and adaptation to the bourgeois state. The oppor-
tunistic character of the leading parties of the second international was
finally revealed—and led to the greatest collapse of the movement in all its
history—when events required revolutionary methods of warfare from the
labor parties. Just as the war.of 1870 dealt a death blow to the first inter-
nitional by revealing that there was not in fact behind the social-revolu-
tionary program any compact power of the masses, so the war .of 1914 killed
the second international by showing that above the consolidated labor masses
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there stood labor parties which converted themselves into servile organs of
the bourgeois State.

This includes not only the social patriots who to-day are openly in the
camp of the bourgeoisie as preferred confidential advisers and reliable hang-
men of the working class, but also the hazy, fickle,” and Irresolute socialist
center which is to-day trying to revive the second international, i. e., the
narrowness, opportunism and revolutionary impotence of their predecessors.
The Independents of Germany, the present majority of the Socialist Party
in France, the Independent Labor Party in England, and similar groups, are
actually trying to reestablish themselves In the position which the old otficial
parties of the second internatlonal held hefore the war. They appear as
before with proposals of compromise and conciliation and thereby paralyze the
energy of the proletariat, lengthening the period of crisis and consequently
increasing the misery of Europe. War against the socialist center is a nec-
essary condition of successful war against imperialism.

Spurning .the half-heartedness, hypocrisy., and corruption of the decadent
official socialist parties, we, the communists assembled in the third interna-
tional, feel ourselves to be the direct successors of the heroic efforts and
martyrdom of a lpng series of revolutionary generations from Baboeuf to
Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg. As the first international foresaw
the future development and pointed the way; as the second international
gathered together and organized millions of the proletarians, so the third
international is the international of open mass action of the revolutionary
realization, the international of deeds. Socialist criticism has sufficiently
stigmatized the bourgeois world order. The task of the International Com-
munist Party is now te overthrow this order and to erect in its place the
structure of the socialist world order. We urge the working men and women
of all countries to unite under the communist banner, the emblem under
which the first great victories have already been won.

Proletarians of all countries!. In the war against imperialistic barbarity.
against monarchy, against the privileged classes, against the bourgeois State
and bourgeois property, against all forms and varieties of social and national
oppression—unite !

Under the standard of the workmen's councils, under the banner of the
third international, in the revolutionary struggle for power and the dictator-
ship of the proletariat, proletarians of all countries—unite!

PROGRAM.

The new era has begun! The era of the downfall of capitalism—its internal
disintegration. The epoch of the proletarian communist revolution. In some
countries, victorious proletarian revolution; increasing revolutionary ferment
in other lands; uprisings in the colonies; utter incapacity of the ruling classes
to control the fate of peoples any longer—that Is the picture of world condi-
tions to-day.

Humanity, whose whole culture now lies in ruins, faces danger of complete
destruction. There is only one power which can save it—the power of the
proletariat. The old ecapitalist “order” can exist no longer. The ultimate
result of the capitalistic mode of production is chaos—a chaos to be overcome
only by the great producing class, the proletariat. It is the proletariat which
must establish real®order. the order of Communism. It must end the domina-
tion of capital, make war impossible, wipe out State boundaries, transform the
whole world into one cooperative commonwealth, and bring about real human
brotherhood and freedom.

World capitalism prepares itself for the final battle. Under cover of the
League of Nations and a deluge of pacifist phrase-mongering, a desperate effort
is being made to pull together the tumbling capitalist system and to direct Its
forces against the constantly growing proletarian revolt. This monstrous new
conspiracy of the capitalist class must be met by the proletariat by seizure of
the political power of the State, turning this power against its class enemles,
and using it as a lever to set in motion the economic revolution. The final
victory of the proletariat of the world means the beginning of the real history
of free mankind.

THE CONQUEST OF POLITICAL POWER.
Seizure of political power by the proletariat means destruction of the po-

litical power of the bourgeoisie. The organized power of the hourgeoisie is in
the civil State, with its capitalistic army under control of bhourgeols-junker
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officers, its police and gendarmes, jailers and judges, its priests. government
officials, etc. Conquest of the political power means not merely a change in
the personnel of ministries but annihilation of the enemy’s apparatus of gov-
ernment ; disarmament of the bourgeoisie, of the counter-revolutionary officers,
of the white guard; arming of the proletariat, the revolutionary soldiers, the -
red guard of workingmen ; ‘displacement of all bourgeois judges and organiza-
tion of proletarian courts; elimination of control by reactionary government
officials and substitution of new organs of management of the proletariat,
Victory of the proletariat. Victory of the proletariat consists in shattering
the enemy’s organization and organizing the proletarian power; in the destruc-
tion of the bourgeois and upbullding of the proletarian State apparatus. Not
until the proletariat has achieved this victory and broken the resistance of the
- bourgeoisie can the former enemles of the new order be made useful, by bring-
ing them under control of the communist system and gradually bringing them
into accord with its work.

DEMOCRACY AND DICTATORSHIP.

The proletarian state, like every state, is an organ of suppression, but it
arrays itself against the enemies of the working class. It aims to break the
opposition of the despoilers of labor, who are using every means in a desperate
effort to stifle the revolution in blood, and to make impossible further opposi-
tion. The dictatorship of the proletarint, which gives it the favored position
in the community, is only a provisional institution. As the opposition of the
bourgeoisie is broken, as it is expropriated and gradually absorbed into the
working groups, the proletarian dictatorship disappears, until finally the state
dies and there are no more class distinctions.

Democracy, so-called. that is, bourgeois democracy, is nothlng more nor less
than veiled dictatorship by the bourgeoisie. The much-vaunted ‘ popular will
exists as little as a unified people. In reality, there are the classes, with an-
tagonistic, irreconcilable purposes. However, since the bourgeolsie is only a
small minority, it needs this fiction of the * popular will ” as a flourish of tine-
sounding words to reinforce its rule over the working classes and to impose
its own class will upon the people. The proletariat, on the contrary, as the
overwhelming majority of the people. openly exercises i¢s class power by means
of its mass organization and through its Soviets, in order to wipe out the
privileges of the bourgeoisie and to secure the transition, rather the trans-
formation. into a classless communist commonweatth.

The main emphasis of bourgeois democracy is on formal declarations of
rights and liberties which are actually unattainable by the proletariat, because
of want of the material means for their enjoyment; while the bourgeoisie uses
its material advantages, through its press and organizations. to deceive and
betray the people. On the other hand, the Soviet type of government makes
it possible for the proletariat to realize its rights and libertiex. The Soviet
power gives to the people palaces, houses, printing oftices, paper supply, etc.. for
their press, their socleties, and assemblies. And in this way alone is actual
proletarian democracy made possible.

Bourgeois democracy, with its parliamentary system, uses words to induce
belief in popular participation in government. Actually the masses and their
organizations are held far out of reach of the real power and the real State
administration. In the council-soviet system the mass organizations rule and
through them the mass itself, inasmuch as the councils draw constantly in-
creasing numbers of workers into the State administration; and only by this
process will the entire working population gradually become part of the gov-
ernment. The council system also builds itself directly on the mass organiza-
tions of the proletariat, on the councils themselves, the revolutionary trade
unlons. the cooperatives, etc. Bourgeois democracy and its parliamentary
system sharpen the separation of the masses from the State by division of
the government into legislative and executive powers, and through parla-
mentary mandates beyond popular recall. The council system, by contrast,
unites the masses with the organs of government by right of recall, amalga-
mation of legislature and executive powers, and by use of working boards.
Above all this union is fostered by the fact that in the council system elections
are based not on arbitrary territorial districts, but on units of production.

In this way the council-soviet system brings true proletarian democracy
by and for the proletarians against the bourgeoisie. The industrial proletariat
is favored in this system because it is the most. aggressive, best organized, and
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politically ripest class, under whose leadership the semiproletarians and small
farmers will be gradually elevated. These temporary privileges of the indus-
trial proletariat must be utilized to draw the small farmers away from the
control of the big landowners and bourgeoisie and to organize and train them
as helpers in the building of the communistic structure.

EXPROPRIATION OF THE BOURGEOTSIE AND SOCIALIZATION OF PRODUCTION.

The breakdown of the capitalistic order and the disruption of capitalistic
industrial discipline makes impossible the reorganization of production on a
capitalistic basis. Wage wars of the workingmen—even when successful—do
not bring the anticipated betterment of conditions of living; the workers can
only become emancipated when production 1S no longer controled by the
bourgeoisie but by the proletariat. In order to raise the standards of pro-
ductivity, in order to crush the opposition on the part of the bourgeoisie (which
only prolongs the death struggle of the old régime and thereby invites danger
of total ruin), the proletarian dictatorship must carry out the expropriation of
the greater bourgeoisie and junkerdom and convert the means of production
and distribution into the common property of the proletarian state.

Communisin is now being born out of the ruins of capitalism—there is no
other salvation for humanity. The opportunists who are making utopian
demands for the reconstruction of the economic system of capitalism, so as
to postpone socialization, only delay the process of disintegratin and increase
the danger of total demolition. The communist revolution, on the ther hand,
is the best, only means, by which the most important social power of produc-
tion—the proletariat—can be saved, and with it soclety itself.

The dictatorship of the proletariat does not in any way call for partition of
the means of production and exchange; rather, on the contrary, its aim is
further to centralize the forces of production and to subject all of production
to a systematic plan. As the first steps— socialization of the great banks
which now control production; the taking over by the power of the proletariat
of all government-controlled economic utilities; the transferring of all com-
munal enterprises; the soclalizing of the syndicated and trustified units of pro-
duction, as well as all other branches of production in which the degree of
concentration and centralization of capital makes this technically practicable;
the socializing of agricultural estates and their conversion into cooperative
establishments.

As far as the smaller enterprises are concerned, the proletariat must grad-
ually unite them, according to the degree of their importance. It must be par-
ticularly emphasized that small properties will in no way be expropriated
and that property owners who are not exploiters of labor will not be forcibly
dispossessed. This element will gradually be drawn into the socialistic or-
ganization through the force of example, through practical demonstration of
the superiority of the new order of things, and the regulation by which the
small farmers and the petty bourgeoisie of the cities will be freed from eco-
nomic bondage to usurious capital and landlordism, and from tax burdens
(especially by annulment of the national debts), etec.

The task of the proletarian dictatorship in the economic field can only be
fulfilled to the extent that the proletariat is enabled to create centralized
organs of management and to institute workers’ control. To this end it must
make use of its mass organizations which are in closest relation to the process
of production. In the field of distribution the proletarian dictatorship must
reestablish commerce by an accurate distribution of products, to which end the
following methods are to be considered: The socialization of wholesale estab-
lishments; the taking over of all bourgeois State and municipal apparatus of
distribution; control of the great cooperative socleties, which organizations will
still have an important rdole in the production epoch; the gradual centraliza-
tion of all these organs and their conversion into a systematic unity for the
rational distribution of products.

As in the field of production so also in the field of distribution all qualified
technicians and specialists are to he made use of, provided their political
resistance Is broken and they are still capable of adapting themselves, not
to the service of capital, but to the new system of production. Far from
oppressing them the proletariat will make it possible for the first time for
them to develop intensive creative work. Teh proletarian dictatorship, with
their cooperation, will retrieve the separation of physical and mental work
which capitalism has developéd and thus will sclence and labor be unified.
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Besides expropriating the fuctories, mines, estates, etc., the proletariat must
also abolish the exploitation of the people by capitalistic landlords, transfer
the large mansions to the local workers’ councils, and move the working
people into the bourgeois dwellings.

During this great transition period the power of the councils must con-
stantly build up the entire administrative organization into a more centralized
structure, but on the other hand, constantly draw ever-increasing elements
of the working people into the immediate control of government.

THE WAY OF VICTORY.

The revolutionary era compels the proletariat to make use of the means of
battle which will concentrate its entirec energiex, numely. mass action, with
its logical resultant, direct conflict with the governmental machinery in open
combat. All other methods., such as revolutioriary use of bourgeovis par-
liamentarism, will be of only secondary signifieance.

The indispensable condition for successful struggle Is separation not only
from the direct servitors of capitallsm and enemies of the communist revo-
lution, in which role the social democrats of the right appear, but also from
the party of the center (Kautskians), who desert the proletariat at the
critical moment in order to come to terms with its open antagonists. On the
other hand, there are essential elements of the proletariat, heretofore not
within the Seocialist Party, who stand now completely and absolutely on the
platform of the dictatorship of the proletariat in the form of soviet rule, for
example, the corresponding elements among the syndicalists.

The growth of the revolutionary movement in all lands, the danger of sup-
pression of this revolution through the coalition of capitalistic States, the
attempts of the socialist betrayers to unite with one another (the formation of
the Yellow “ International™ at Berne), and to give their services to the Wil-
sonian league; finally the absolute necessity for coordination of proletarian
action,—all these demand the formation of a real revolutionary and real
Proletarian Communist International. This international, which subordinates
this so-called national interests to the Interests of the international revolution,
will personify the mutual help of the proletariat of the different countries, for
without economic and other mutual helpfulness the proletariat will not be able
to organize the new society. On the other hand, in contrast with the Yellow
International of the social patriots, the Proletarian Communist International
will support the plundered colonial peoples in their fight against imperialism,
in order to hasten the flnal collapse of the imperialistic world system.

The capitalistic criminals asserted at the beginning of the world war that
it was only in defense of the common Fatherland. But soon German imperial-
ism revealed its real brigand character by its bloody deeds in Russia, in the
Ukraine and Finland. Now the entente States unmask themselves as would
despoilers and murderers of the proletariat. Together with the German bour-
geoisie and social patriots, with hypocritical phrases about peace on their lips,
they are trying to throttle the revolution of the European proletariat by means
of their war machinery and stupid 