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Report of Acting President Mahoney to the Fihﬁth
Annual Convention Western- Federatwn of

o ‘ Mmers, June, 1907.

i ' -
Denver, Colo June 10 190:;

To t&e Oiﬁcer- and Delegates of the F}fteenth Annual Comention.,
P M

Gentlemen: Another year has pas*ed and.gone, an d you have been
seleeted by your respective llocals to represent them in the Fifteenth
Annual Convention of thé Western Federation of Miners. and to review
the condnet of those zelectéd by the Fourteenth Annual Cotvention to fill
the different oﬂ‘sce:- and conduct the affairs of your organization, and to
inguire inro' thé _bresent status of the Western Federation of Miners,
" and snbmit such amendments to the Constitution and By-laws of your.
organization to vomr constitutency, for‘their consideration, as you believe

to be to the best interest of your organization, a.nd to out_hne 1ts policy )

for the ensuing vear. .

Your Constitution provides that the President submit a fun report
of his work during the vear, and it is with profound regret that I submit
this repores as Acting President of your orgapization, the same being |
pecessitated through- the kidnapping and mcarceratmn of your worth~
President: .Charles H. Morer. .°

. A= vom ha\"e been kept fully posted on the workmvs of the orgariza-
tlon through the columns of the Miners® Magazine and others sources, 1
will endeavor to be as brief as possible. I assure you that it affords me
great satizfastion to be able to-report that, despite the refntless war.
thar has heen waged against us during the past year by the corporate
powers of the land, backed by the State and Nadonal Governments, the
‘We"tem Fe-deration of Miners is more powerful today than ever before
in its history.

Iminediately after the adjournment of the Convention I proceedied to
Montana for the purpose of taking up matters which were in controversy
at that point and visited No. 1, No. 83, and No. 117 and took up the

question of them withdrawing from the Montana State Federation, which
© they 4id. the same being prompted through the- officers of the State
organization waging a bartle against the W. F. of M. in at effort to
bring abouwt itz disroption in that State. Na. 1 and No. 117 paid the
assessrrenmt which had been in guestion between their Locals.and the’
general organization; the samd having been levied by the _)Executixe
Board fo: the purpose of defraying the per capita tax to the I W.

‘In the case of the Ropemen’s Tinlon No. 214 of Butte, they refused
to comply wiih the decisfon of the Fourisenth Annual Conventiod in
transferring into No. 74 ang giving that Local jurisdiction ,over what had -
formerly been No. 214 “Ther returned their charter 10 headquarters and
. proeured a charter from the Montana State Federation of Labor and
. sought to disrupt No. 74, which they failed in, as at the present time a
majority of those who comprize the membership of the seceding union
are In No. 74 and No. 1. On the Montana State Federation failing in
their Pt at disrgpting the Bmeltermen af that point, M. Grant Hamil-

| the assistamce of what was left of the seceders and granted
them & unéer the B.lggers and Reevers’ International, which i
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affiliated with*the A.°F. of L. that ther might procure®the sinews'o,t
-~ war from that organization in carrying on the fight against the W. F. of M.
. On July 23rd left Butte, going to Aldridge ih connection -with a
grievafice between the union’and the company;- the same being adjusted

satisfactory to the umnioh. .- R .
On the 4th I jeft for Denver, arriving there on the 6th. On July 7th

I left for Chicago to attend the board meeting of the L. 'W. W., remaining |

. there till the 17th. Then p to the Flat River District. On-ar-
- rivitig in that district I found a general turmoil on and a protest coming
from a majority of the Locals against Brother Brown requesting that he -
be withdrawn from the field, After taking a general Invoice of conditions
there. I concluded that it would be necessary to send an organizer into
that fleld from the oudsde, and 1. requested Brother Brown to withdraw

from the field as an organizer, ‘which he did the middle of Angust. . .

-there on the 25th.-

.cases. Visited Moyeér, Hiywood and Pettibone; and found them all .in
good spirits and.-enjoying fairly good health, and found thai they were
being accorded the best treatment possible by the sheriff of Ada connty.

7. ' On August 19th. left Denver for Boise in connection with the peading -

_ +On the 24th left Boise for Bingham, Utah, arriving there on the 25th, N

And in company with Brother Schmelzer attended a.meeiing of Bingham

Mimers’ Union in an’effort to.straighien out a turmoil whieh had arisen . - ‘

in that Local, the same coming about through the ‘membership dividing
Into two factions, both wanting to outline and dictate the policy of the
unjon. Thke same evening attended a meeting of the Bingham Simelter-
men’s Unfon, which had been organized a short Alme prior. Found them
progressive and building up rapidly. The 26th aftended :a meeting of

the 1. W. W. local at’ Bingham, leaving for Salt Lake the following day. -
Attended meeting of the 1. W. W. Joeal of building laborers that evening

and investigated the standing of the Salt Lake “€risis,” the pablleation
that the Fourteenth Annual Convention decided to purchase stock in in
cage the same was controlled by the Locals ip Ttal. On investigating.

the same it developed that the “Crisis” had no fixtures or assets, but .

owed an indebredness of some §300.00, and’ it was deemed advisable that
no stock be purchased by the W. Flof M. Left Salt Lake on the 25th

~_for_Butte, arriving theré oh the- 30th.

-

e Lelt Bgtre-on the 4th of September, afriving in Denver on the Gth.

On the sib+’'left,Denver for Chicago to attend board meeting and eop-
vention of -the L. W. W.; remained in Chicago ill .October 4th, then
retirning to Denver On the %th I was hurriedly called to Buite on
account of sickness, returning to Denver on the 17th. L -
On November 9th left Denver for Arizona and visited the unions at

Jerome. McCabe, Humboldt and Globe in company with Brother Moor, -
We then proceeded to Bisbee in an.effort to ascertain what the chances

for organizaton at that point were- but received very lttle en¢ourage-

ment at :kat Ume. all being of the opinion that the opportanity. would
bd more {ayorable later on. On the 23th left for Denver, arriving on
the 30th. ‘ 3 ot o
Onr December 1sth left Denver for Aldridge tor the parpoge of look-
ing into the sirike which was on at that polnt, they having gone on
strike December 1st in support- of reinstating a member of ihe union
who had been discharged for his activity in the interests of the uniom.
While in Monuana I visited Nos. 83, 74 and 117, returaing to Denver on
January 3rd ) . _ e Em e
. On the 22nd of January 1 left for Central City for the porpose of
reorganizing that point, returning to Denver om the 24th. L e
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)n the 25th of July T left the Flat River District for Dénver, arriving
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: Left I)enver for }Jeadwood, 8. ., Februa;ry 2hd for the purpose of ’
) 'reviewmg the strike situation at that point, and visited Deadwood ’I'errr
Peak and Lw.d “unions; retuming to-Denver on the 8th. ° :

February 11th left Denver for Virginia City, Nev., for the purpom

of ‘having them. reinstate in the W. F. of M., which they did by paying .

© $T04.60 as a reinstatement fee. Gold Hﬂl had - reinstated - at . their

" former meeting on the .17th. Met with Silver City and before- the
‘close of the meetmg they had voted to reafiiliate with the W. F. of M.~

While in that district T visited locals of the I 'W. W. at Empire and
Virginia City, and as those loeals were following vocations which should
come directly under the mining department, I requested.them to apply
for chgrters from t.he ‘Western Federation of Mmers, which they have
since dome. ' -

»Le&%rgim City on th& Fatin)] mni arrived in Faile on the 22nd
for the p‘:lrpos-e of looking over the sitnation in Montara, as at that
tme _there was a general movement on for a miise in wages for the
Great Falls Smeltermen, Anaconda Smeltermen, and the three Locals of
" the Federation in Buite City. Found that all {he .uocals wera taking & -

firm stand in support. ot procuring same, :

The Miners’ Hnion ere preparing to vote on a movement to make
$4.00 per day the minimum wage for miners. The agents of the coimn-
panies were unsing every effort to defeat the proposition, and for seveml‘ )
days befdre the referendum vote was taken on the same threats’ were

- being made by them that in the mofion carried the mines would
close down - The tote was iaken on the 2ith of the month and the ralse
In wages carried by a very largﬁna;!oﬁty The management of the.
. Amsalgamated Copper Company edidtely entered into neg
with the representatives of the' different locals of Montang
purpose of procuring a signed cohtract from them which would:
the wages for the next five years, and the samewbebasedon
of copper: I recommended to the Jocal unions, through comimusies g
that they not sizn this coniract, but on a referendum vote belng -Snisie
on the same by the local unions they all decided to sign the costuss, -
and at this time there is In existence a contract between the Amalgamated
Copper Company and Locals Nos. 1, 83, 74, 117 and 16 that the rdise
 in wages will continue untll snch time as copper goes below 18 cents;
and copper going below this price, wages will again drop to what they
were prior (o the raize, and in all probability this matter will be glven
_ conzlderatle consideration in the Fifteénth Annual Convention, and 1
would recommend that the Western Federation of Miners recognize no
contracts between local unions and the management of the mining com-
_panies which are signed or executed for any Jength of time.

: Retured to Denver on March Sth. . On March 19th left Denver for
Goldfield, Nev., for the purpose of Investigating the strike sltuation at

ihat pizcé and as the same Is covered under the head of strikes and

}aekmkwﬂlnotbeneeessarytormetogointomrther details atthis .

Ratnrnedtol)enver Aprﬂ 26th. \OnHay l?thlpaidsvisitto the
Cripple Creek District, having been requested to do so by the President -
of No, 234 After reviewing the situation there, I found . ihat many of
those who had acted as strike-breakers in the distriet for the past few
yemrs were very desiroms or organizing. No. 234 have been taldpg in
members oa probation, and have at this time In the paighborhood &f 100
such members, &nd I woald recommend to this Comvention that they
" give due consideration to tbe Cripple Creek District and outline a2 policy
for the local union in that district to follow, as it will be only but a short
time wutil many of those who are becoming probatiom members will be -
sceding clear cards to go elsewhere, and in all probability. it will result
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in a controversy arising’ through them bemg rejected by the local unions

in other portions of the jurisdiction.
Returned to Denver on May 20th and have remained at the omce

-since tha.t tme, / . oL,

ST. RIKES AND LOCKOUTS.

Dunng the past year there has been a number of strikes and lock-
outs in snpporf of a shorter work-day, recognitxon of the wmion, and a oo
living wage, and the same have resulted in a victory to the organization @ g .

~ in almost every instance. - <«

STRIKE AT GREAT FALLs, MONT.—The Smeltermen at Great o
we:;;ifmai on strike onm August Znd in support of recognifion of
eh" uni a portion of their unpion being ‘discharged for being active
in soiicmng memberzhip and making ap effort to have 35] inen working in ;
the plant join the union. Upon those members being discharged a meet- Y
ing of the unicn was ealled 1o consider the same, and the reinstatement” . .
of those discharged was demanded, and a committee sent to interview. .
the management on the same. The¢ management sought to ignore the b

‘demand for reinstatemment of those discharged and the men immediately /

went out in support of their demands and won a complete victory, pro-

‘euring the reinstatement of those. discharged and recognition of their

union;, which has since been the means ot thoreughly orga.nizing the o

plant .at that point. . R

STRiKE AT ALDRIDGE, MONT.—The Aldridge Miners ‘[Znion was

- toreed on strike on December 1st in support of a demand made by them

.

. on agcount of kiz activity in the interests of the union. The company: ,
put &p a prolonged fight in an effort to maintain the posifion they had . i

.same was relected by a large majority of

on the management at that point for the feinstatement of a member who
had been discharged, their position being that the man was discharged

taken but in the fore part of January the company receded from their

-position by reinstating the man- in question. and the strike terminated
“in & victory for the anion. .

STRIKE AT GRASS VALLEY, CAL.—In the month of Dece: T th

" Grass Valler Miners’ Unicon made a demand on the different mining com-

panies in that district for an eight-bour day, to take effect on January 1st,
and on the same being refuzed by the mine managers of the district, they
immediatelr went on strike in support of their demands, the same -
tgrminating on January 19 and redalted In a complete victpry for the

' union. \\%
STRIKE IN THE BLACK HILLS.—During the month of Jam"
. the Locals of the Black Hills made a demand on the different g

comparfes for an eighi-hour day, to take % ffect on January st e

the mining companies of t.
district, and the Locals involved immediately went on strike in support
of their demands for an elght-hour day. The mine owners immediately
formed an association for the purpose of maintaining thelr position and R
carrying on the fight against the nnions, but later developments would . / B\
tead one to believe that the eight-hour quesrion was only used as & sob- .
terfuge by the Harriman interests, who appear to have absolate contrpl = . - '

of the sitoxtion. fn an effort:to force the smaller owners into an amalga- o

mation with the Golden Reward Company, thas glving the Harriman
syndicate conwrol of the mining industry of that district, and it would.
appear that the strike may condnne in this district for some time. Great o B -
cmditisduemthemembemhjpoftﬁoselwlsfortheﬂrmpoaiﬁm‘, .

" “they have ma!ntained in- this fight during the past five months, and the
-same fully demonstrates that the eight-hour day must be conceded by the

mine ovners pﬂor to them resuming operations.
8 .
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. Placing all wage-earners in the camp in No. 220, with the emdmts

tons.

A ’ '. . '\ K o ) . 7 ‘ ’ -, S . 2
: " STRIKE AT ZORTMAN, MONT.—On Msarch 2nd Zortman Miners'
Union went on strike against the compulsory hearding house which was

. -
-

. . - . . 1 '
) CONTROVERSBY AT GOLDFIELD, ﬁ&\ﬁr—-Dﬁringtl’fé past year there
have been several controversies in the industrial field in Goldfield which
involved No: 220, and ih reviewing the same, it might be well to begin
with the controversy which arose between the Tonopah “Sun” on the one
side, supported by the A. F. of. L locals. in. the camp, -and the locals of
the I. W: W. and W. F. of M. on the other. The “Sun” having entered

& fight against the 1. W. W, through the columys of that' paper, the:
locals of the 1L W. W. and W.F. of M, boycotted the paper and the news-

- boyy refuEed 1o sell It The managerant of the “Sun™ immediately sought

the services of parties to scab on fthe Newsboys' Union, and weré sue-

" cessful in procuring a few members of the Carpenters’ Union in company

with Jack Davis and Geo. Wingfield to act as. strike-breakers against
the newsboys, but this did not materially assist the “Sun” as the boycott

L=

stood on the part of the unions, and the paper was being forced out

of business in Goldfield. Tt appears that Wingfield and other emplo}t*g:s
sought to have the matter settded by offering to buy tne paper and tden
it over to the uhion to run, but the same washurned down, and'a meeting
of the Miners’ Union was called for the purpose of, if Dbossible, settling
the comtroversy. On the day the meeting was held the mines . were
closed so that the miners might all attend.® Aftér some discussion it was
almost unanimously decided that. Local No. 77 of the 1. W W.. whick

comprized all the town workers with the exception of the Buil  Teades,
cease doing business as.a local and go into Local No. 220 of ia W& ¥,
of M. Same was compled with ‘by Loecal No, 77 of the L W, e

the newsbors, who held a charterifrom the 1. W. W., and.a pastio ook of
the Building Trades, who held mem?gershi;\,)' In their internationn! eilmmdag.

.. At the time of the amalgamation of No. 77, L 'W. W., and No. 220 o
many of the employing interests of the district, they syrmising ‘that, au

.ibe miners were in a majority, they would not permit any guestion to .

arize in the district so long as it did not pertain directly to meh employed

It matiered not what portion of No. 220 was involved—an injory to one

- Was considered an Injury to all. . Upon this being demonstrated to. the.

employers. they began to lay the foundation for a division of the mem-’

- bership of No. 220, and it would appear that the omfiders of the

-
“the W. F_of M, 1the project was encouraged and favored, apparently, by

N .
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later it was decided tkat they return 0 work the next lay, snd on them a
.returning they were informed that there would be.no further operation’
untl]l the management found where they were at; and this was followed

by the forming of the Mine Owners’ and Business Men's Asvociation, . .
which issued the following statement, at zhe same. time lockirg .out the
members of No. 2%0:

Wherm loczl conditions are bemming lntolerable through con- .
. stant and snreasonable agilation on the part of the Jeaders of &n organizav S
tion known as the Industrial Workers of the. World:. and e
- Whereas, an unchecked tendeacv of such. conditions means danger
“to life and properts and the ultimate destriction of xmning and geneml ST a
business in the camp of Goldfield; therefore, be Fi e

“Resolved. That represenung the eommeg'cin.l and m!njng intere:ats of . S
_ Galdﬂeld we_herebyr pledge surselves to absdlutely refuse 1o employ any -, Cra
man in any eapacity who 5 a member of u:e Indnstria.l Workers of -the C
World; and, be it farther . 4
“‘Resolved. That the mine owners will reccgnize ,AnF miners’ uni . F
that is independent of the Industrial Workers of the World in the Gold-
field Mining Districs, and that other business imemsts and industries will
recognize and eroployr members of separate craft organirations not affili-
ated with ar under the jurisdiction of the Induﬂng! Workers of the Wortd
in the Goldfield Mining Distriet.
’ "“Resulved further, ThHat a copy of this resolution be immediaiely for-
\warded to the Miners’ Union and to the I+ W. W.; that thiz action s
q‘-revmbt& :
L “Begolved., That ir is not the mtent of this resolution to disturb,
modify or change in any way the present eén&il:ions of wages or hours
no'x in effect in this camp’
; immedistely following this action on the part of the operators a
tu-a.da of charges and abuse were entered against the 1. W. W. by this
sssoclatdor of ergployes. while in the same ‘bieath. they uitered. words
. of praftse iz behall of the W. P. of M., and a,dvising that the miners
segregate themselves from the 1. W. W. and thas preserve their honor
smd mankood, and, notwiﬂxsmdmg the fact thar,the meémbership of No. -
220 votad almoat as a onit In the month of September to take over the
jurisdfcﬁw of No. 77 of the I. W. W. and tranzferred their membarship
along with trteir fup-ds into the Mihers' TUnilon, many of its membership T
declared tkar tke uitimatum of the Mine Oys ers’ and Business Men's
Arsociation skould be carried out. and a mo -prevailed specitﬂng that
a relosepdmze vole to be taken on the question of holding separate rreet- 7
inga. Oa Mareh 2ith a canvass of the same ‘showed a large walority in o
" favor of meeting separately, and af the next meetng of No 219 it was -
held tha® zoce but miners shoald attend and lhat anpther meeting nignt :
be set aside !crr the fown workers. .
Alter nr“rmg in-Goldfield and reviewing.the: ’sitnation and attending
‘meetings of the (own workers and miners, all under the charter of No.
220, and boi> meetings transacting business for. No: 220, I came to the
conclusice. hal this could not continue, as it 'Would disrupt the uniom
in genersl ard I hold that there was one of two things to be done——that

i

5

the rership either meet in one meeting as one- tmion or, on the
other they allow the town workers to resume under thelr former

charter. .5. mppging was held 10 pass on the same anl a mdjority were
" in faver of recarning the fands transferred from No. [T and esxtablish
thaf local witk jurisdiction over workers around town. At the folowing
meedns 1he 1owRp workers took the pasition of holding their membership
in’ No. 22 and not re-establish Local No. 77 of the I W. W. which
trey wers justified in doing, as they were members of the W. F of M.

and it was decided that they meet as one union Instead of town workérs:
and miners mmmmmm;h&dmmmwﬂma
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of the nsme ~GWIers - ‘and the u:ngm the committee of emp!m ers. thich

C o WRS m;mised jointly of business men and mine owner, representing ihe
Business Men's sod Mine Dwpers’ Associadon, demanded that the Miners”

[ Onlem - disconnect ‘thetrsélves rhe I W. W. and town wbrkers and

©  that they take 3o part in any la troubles d the wwn. On being
RS i informed by the commitiee from the Miners' Union that they would not
cLone beremgnimdmmﬂnxademandwmchoumnedmemucyandamm
S L tom of No. 220, the meeting sdionrsed withoot arriving ar any doncluxicn
“m . o the wax of a settlement, At the next meeting I informed the comicittee
i of emplovers that we had nothing to offer as Jong as ther took the position
- of emforcing their ultimatum, as the Western Federaticm of Miners wonld

pot permi: of tham dictating what our afliation should be.. I then con-

. s o beld, the mind pwners agreed to settfe the matter with the Miners' Union
& g Tarwx i mining TdUNiry was concerned, Bours am? wages rema!;uing
ihesamempr‘lor to the lockonl .

T UD the 21st of Lpril same was submitted to e membership snd
L Sccepted by thew, and operation on the mives resumed tha next day. The
part played in this controversy by the preaident of thé Carpenters Tnion

;:_ # afGoldBedd and M. Grant: HamiMon, who went into the field sapposedly as -

e ~an organizer of the' s F. of L. a1 the solicitation of the emiploying element
o ‘ of Goldfield at'the time of the formation of the Mine ©@wners’ gnd Busi-
T i+ ness Mers Assdelation: The president of the Carpenters’ Union was
E a.party o ft and was elected a member of its ‘executive cuvmamittes to

Ltsdthehghtzgﬂnnthel.“' W, and W F. of M., while M."Grant .

. .’ Hami%we puf iz his tme organising those whom the employers could
‘" procare 1o take the places of the membership of No. 220 who were lockad

oat, inilo Jocal onions of the A. ¥ of L. However, Hamiltosn cotiens |

e ' mmmmmewhoknaws}ﬁapastrecordmiththeorganuedmﬂ

- fr. the Weat 8s in many instances be has been the aliy of (he-Gyphwerd
and assisted them In procuring and organizing men to mtﬁm
Wmﬁt&ekht thel“WWandtheW?olM I S

SYRIKE AT TEXADR.—The Tsxada Minery Gnion No. 11§ M1
surike during the momth of April, 1%)7, in support of a demand fow

-2

',ib-
LT incrested wige and were snmm fn fcm:lng the apexmrs w0 concei? -

their demahn

’ STRIKES N ALASKA.—-»Dqﬁng the past se\'erax mouaths therefhu
beem strikes at Nome. Dogglss Island and Ellamar, and, accoiding to lste,
repoets, i1 would appesr that the same have terminaied in a victory for
ke mnioms in almost every instance, and sa there i a delem.to in attend-

e ance at s Convention from Douglas Island in all probanihity ke will b

~ ma;mmnmgueaﬁemﬂedreponoucondmonsinmm zacion.
S8TRIKE AT XNGiL‘s CAMP, CAL.-nmen the middie of f.he momm

' of Apefl Calpveras Miners' Unlopn No. 35 went oo strike in suppoet of their -
demands for an eight-honr day. Brother  James A. Raker- wa: sent %0

3

Apgel's Chmpw:ake charge of same, wdrmmnllreporm. rtloolm
favorable forncompleuﬂcwninthe end e s

s e April 10th of this year Bisbee )ﬂzers Unlod® No. 194 of Bisbee,

Arty. declared a strike sgainst the ‘biacklisting aystem thai hss been”
tp operation for years In the Warren Mining District. The strike fz <ud -

ma&d&mmmﬁwﬂmn&f&}mﬁd@tm ez will
altimately erown their é8oria.
¢+ The srike st West Jordan, Umh.vhlchwudeduedlanmthby

winging & vwcory

" There bave been mmmérons othee cmtmversies :hmugboat furig- "

dietiom which will be Iuily covered Im the reports of the diffépeat board
) 7 L] . v

L]

- : A 2

- cluded t¢ withdriw their uitimatum, and after'several meetings had been

M and Smeltermen’s EM \o 249 was nmicably Mjustw‘ t.be union :

9-.



"not In a pdslfion to contlnue as a progressive organization, and that they -

- December. While in that -district Brother Burns met with considerable -

. organizer to continue the work where Brother Burns had -left off, and
the results that have béen attained by the same are-very gratifying,

- the adjournment of the last Conventlon, gnd, while organizing work-has .- . -
" ‘been very hard there, he succeeded.in building up at least.a few sub-~ -

o

. Bisbee ‘was taken up between this office and the Arizond State Union, and
. Brother Cannon was selectéd by the general office of the Western. Yeder- ..

B

. ORGANIZATION.. =

The work of 'prganiiatidn i3 one of th

which confronts your-organization:: - I wouhd rews

~

e most important’ qugétiqﬁs

Tt sk -

tion that they devise ways and means %o keep competent. organizerg fir
the fleld, and especially ‘'so in Missourl, Minnesota and Michigan, as past.
exnérlencg -has taught us that when a man goes into thode districts and - =
organizes g _local.union, that when leaving them to their 1ate, they ave

do not understand the movement. During -the past year we have meét =
with considerable success in the way of organizing the meinbership. -
having increased in many of the old unions and a great number of Yew
locals added to ‘the organization, as will be shown by the report of the .
Secretary-Treasurer.” : S DT

] W. A. Burns was selected as organlzer for Missouri after Executiva
Board Member Brown withdrew from the field. He went there in the

month of August and remained there until the Iatter part of the month of

success, but was. forced to leave the fleld owing to sickness in his family, - .
Later on Brothér O'Byrne of Butte City went-into that district as an’. .

Teofilo Petriella has been on' the Mesabe Range in Minnesots sinee;

stantial Locals, and as he is in attendance, he will in 2l prebability give
a full report. T . o .

" 'Brbther DeMolli has acted as an’ ofganizer the greater portion of the'

- time gince the last Convention throughout ' Utah, California and other
* poinih, and has met with considerable’ success among- his countrymen.

céded in building up a strong ‘Local ut that point. -

%?rq}:her Calvin. acted as -organizer for a time at. An_gel’s ‘Camp .ﬁ'n_d'.'j 3 c

" Brother James Whalen acted as organizer for a.-fp"eriod jdt—;é_ixty days -
at Amador, Jackson and Sutter Creek, and reports show that he met. with:
some success. - S S ' - W

'During the month- of January, 1907, the ‘question of organ zit’ngj m

. ation of Miners and Brother Rawlings by the Arizcna State Unmion. . They.

" sufficlent length of tlme to fully instruct them in cirrying on the

in Nevada sending members of the established Lucals ag organizérs inbp - -

proceeded to Bisbee for the purpose of organizing at. that place. ©On. . -
February Sth established a loeal union and met with considerable slicress

. -In the way of procuring members. The mining companies immediately ..
- . began to discrimjinate against members. of the' organization.  Under t
* - able managenient of Brothers Rawlings and Cannon the organization eon

- tinued Yo prosper and build up, and on Angust 10th they decided to go on - - o)

- strike against the blacklist system enforced by the Copper. Queen Com- - R &

pany and other mining companies. Great credit 1¢ due.Brothets: Cannon © S
‘and Rawlings in conducting the affairs of the.organization at that paint. PRI

' Many new.locals have been organized: by the different Yocal aniong .. -

the new districts, and the: progressive organizations. of that State bave -
done much in adding membership to the Western Federation of Miners.. -
I would recommend that in organizing in new districts that a competen

man be gelected and left in that. district in charge of the local umion .

of their organization. . D,
o ' | 5




HINERS’ HAGAZINE. ,
| The of#icial origan of the Western Federation of Miners and is pro-

~ gressive policy is & credit to the organization. snd 1 would advise that |

steps be tskenm by this Comvention empowering the Executive Board

- -place I tre field a competent man as a2 solicitor for the “Miners” Map-

utm:. spd in selecting & man for this positon 1 would recommend that
one be selected who is capsble of addressing mass meetings and pro-
m img the mietests of the organimmton in generzl. As w the editor
of the “Miners' Magarxine.” his work speaks for itself and it is not neces:
sary for me 10 make sn effort to eglogize him or his work During the

»—m—ﬂ-fw months there has been conslderable—eritdciam-of-the—editor

0! the “Minery Magazine” in regard to its policy, and complaints have

- been-éniered oo accogatof his refasing-to publish certaln communications

sent to hiz ofica. The edivor of the ~Miners' Magazine™ has all such
‘comsunicstions on file and 1 would recommend 1o this Conventon that
ft have sebmitted for its consideration the matters which havé been
rejected BY the editor of your “Miners' Magmine cand then pass judg-
mend on the rwﬁon be, tas taken.

INDUSTRIAL WORKERS OF THE WORLD.

simee the adjournment of the Fourteenth Annual Comvention differ-
ences have arisen is the Indusirial Workers of the World that have prac®
tically disrupied that organization. My first connection with the organiza-

tesded the board meeting tn Chicago for the purpose of suditing the
books azd disposing of all matters that migut come before the board X

it won:iﬁ 'uult in practically tﬂ.nmptins the organlmuom mm X
been sTOTER. A
After an eflowt had been made by the members o! the . mecutlve" '

* Board w andit the books i the office of the secretary-treasurer, and And-

g thay wevmmmmm&eabﬁaaca,itmdocidadtm”expert--

' Mdt&iﬁmﬂﬂoﬁmd&eﬁbﬂdm&pmhmm!ﬂm

them, In the way of smending ithe orgaate law of fhe ofj _
m?‘gmmm&mmm%n&qarmmmgzmw
silp arganization to be passed on DY o referendam vols wever
thoee exmtending that the comvention was the supreme legielative power
e organization’ weére ta gl majority and they proceded to revise the

11
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'eonsuwdon and mnend any sectlun of the old constimtion that provided
_ for action In which they did not see 8t to.concur. My position st that
time was that, vnless the inembership of the Western Federation of
Miners, through a referendum vote, endorsed the actinns Af {pat conven-

ﬂon.lwouldnaremimmyoflmmasbmdingmthemyoflaw,

on tne Western Federation of Miners.
The legality of said convestion was submitted to a referendum vote

'or the Western ¥ on-of Miners and the returns showed that a large -

malority of those v declared the acts of that convention, illegal and
unconstitutional. while. many of the local unions sent in protests against

paving the per capita tax to either side, and the Executive Board, while -

in sesslon during the month of December, passed 2 motion instructing

vour. Acting Secretary apd Presldent-to-pay-no-per-capita-tax-to-either
faction- - This positfon had already been taken;so far as Bruther Kirwan
znd myselt were concerned, and the only per eapita tax pam the In-
dustrial Workers of the World since the disruption took p in the
Convention, was 3540.00, which was sent to the old office at the time the

supposed convention adjourned. § nots . since that time,. that McCabe
Miners” U'nion has charged me. through a resolution, with taking the fands

.of the Western Federation of Miners and giving'them to Sherman and
setting forth that I have shown_myself to be a traitor to the organization
and | at this tme demand that the revresentative of MeCabe Miners'

Usnfon place his charges in writing be‘ore this Convention and submit. -

the= proof to substantiste the statement that I have violated my obliga-

. tlons to the Weatern Federation of Miners, and on the same beisg done, ,:

i the déiegaies to this Convention find that I am gtrilty of violating my
obligaticas asd have become a traitor to .the.organization, thep my com-

tondbin 3¢ $BE: the time has come when they ahould ‘expel me from the

mm-uon of Miners.

- . Grest ¢iwess has also been lald on my leaving the floor of that gathér-
s - _ § ke :ame adfourning. and I do not consider that at the time

W’M“ #n: on the other hand, I left a gathering which had resolved
w f8hp mbm=thing cther thap that for which it was intended.

1 wouid Bte 1o atk the delezates on the floor of this Convention what . L

position ther wounld take If the Secretary-Treasurer of the Western Fed-

eration of Miners refused to submit a financial report of the workings

of his oflee during the year, or. on the other hand, if he had refused to

submit the zame and the majority. of those on-the floor contended

that ke d4i¢ aot have to submit a report and proceeded. to. re-elect him
to the ofiee. wounld vou Ieel that you could tly take part in pro°

ceedings 4¢ this kXind and represent your constituency? My position in- '

1his matter is that the membership of the Western Federation of Miners,

throuzk a referecdum vote, is the legislative power of this organization, -
and the reporis will show that when the Western Fedeoration of - Mmers =

sent delégates to take part im the First Annnal Conventlon of the In”
dustrial Workers of the World they were Instructed that the actions be

submitted to 2 referendnm vote prior to the same bmamingemtimm .

far as the Western Foderutiom of Miners was concerned aa an-
tlnn,mﬁ;beumewueompﬁedwithbythemmattendmm
First Anpual Convention, 2s they submilied the scts, together with a

copy of the constitution, to the membership of the Wentem F‘ederation of -

Miners for ratification.

Tbmvhommmsmmwntheposmono!themdm.

" Conventom have contended at different times and pisces that thiz was

mgmwmxmmmmmmmu
this Cofirention make 2 thoroogh investigation' of ‘what led up to the
disropton of the Industrial Workers of the Worid; and 1 wonld further
recommend that an earnest effort be wmade to prommigate and maintain
amﬂm&mﬂwﬂuﬁuﬂ%ﬂaﬂlﬁﬁwwﬁ&ﬁtﬁaﬂ&ow

n' '7 ! . s

g Sloor 1 left a comvention of the Industrial Workers of the -

G o |
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} calledfacum& Thenx.sno question but wha.tthe planottheorganim :
tion is abaclutely correct, as the only power tributary to a isbor organiza- )
ﬂon!stheemnomicpoweroftheworkingciasa,honndtogetherman_
gjdﬁnwmmmm whleh reeogni:es thnt an injury one i3 an

to - .

S Pkocmmssmcoum.,

Dnring the sassion of the last Annual Conventlon in the clty of

Denver many of you will probably remember. that Vlncent 8t. John

was awalting his tria) in Colorado charged with murder.* A chapge of -

. venue was granted from San Miguel to- Moatrose County When the ca.se
w——ﬂf—ﬁ&—-&ﬂi&—m striet Con

~called-{n-the Di ‘
tlon, in conjunction with the hired attorneys of the Mine Owners’ Associa- :
“tion, was forced fo enier a nmolle prosse, owing to the fact that therewas - -

‘no evidence o snpport the charge of the oonspirators whu drigged St
Jobn from Idaho to Colorado.
In the month of Octoher the" a.ttomevs of the Western Federation

of Miners appeared before the Supreme Court of the Tnited States and

presénted briefs Ip support of a writ of habeas corpus fn the Moyer, Hay-

. wood and Pettibone cases. ‘The Supreme Court of the United States, after

. _ the hearing of arguments, annouiiced that the case would be taken inder
. - advisemént and a decision rendered later. The Supreme Coart, through
" Justice Harlan. handed down a decislon on the 3rd of December which
‘practically legalized kidnapping, but In "that declston there was the dis-

- septing voire of Jnstice MeXKenns, who, In no uncertain language. main-' -
tsined that the legal rizhts and constinnional Hberties. of the kidnapped

¥ictims had been grossly violated.
. The term of court opened in Caldwell, Idaho, on March 3
- prosecuting atforneys asked for a continuance of/the trials
Haywood and Pettibone on the grounds that the Supreme
United States had failed 1o transmit 4 remitter te the coug
The coari.. after Hstening 10 argoments: continued the es
_5th of May.  Arguments were then made cn a motion Yor |
- e - TEDUE After a desperate legal battle on the motion for 42
- ‘rme LhemnﬁpemﬁeﬂthemtobemedinAdaCmty.

‘May $th the trial of Haywood opened, and nearly four weeks were con-

sumed in the examination of jurors before the jury box was filled with -

twelre men who are to lzten to the evidence and pass upon the gnile or.

inpocence of Willlam D. Haywood, your Secretary-Treasurer.
Dartng the receni troublez at Goldfield, Nev., the conspiracy com-
binatioms that are using all their devillsh ingenuity to rhatter and destrov
* 7 the Festern Federation of Miners bave been bamsily engaged in hatching

plots a34 schemes by which members of the Western Federation of.

Miners mary be railroaded to the penitentiary In order that public senti-
ment might be polsoned against the organization. - A Mine Owners’ Asso-

clatien, with its mercenary alley, the Citigens' Alliance, has heen zmecass-

. ful, throwgh the perjnry of hired thugey and outlaws, to sénd Broihers
Prestom and Smhth to 25 and 10 years, respectively, to the State prison
of Newvads., Others are pow awaiting their irlals in Goldfield, Nev., and

itvﬂlmquiretheutmmngﬁancemdthebmwtedeﬂomdthe”

orzaakzation to thwart the conspiracy deat has been bhatched and to asve

t2

".

Sincé the Xidnapring o!". m Haywood and Eettibo‘he the Iabor
t the esuwicy, rezardiess of afillations, bave

organimatinne thronghon f
MamwmdahyammmeWmtmmﬁono!m.

mmmmmmwm ﬂrmhedh.bor

mmmbmhmmwngmdeﬂcdmotcommteud‘



th_fough ‘iu-donsﬁéns to the defense fapd, has demanstrated‘thié the

‘union men of America and Canads recognize in this battle against the.

Federation & deadly ssseuht upon the labor movement of the comnairs. The
loyalty and generosity displayed. by the handreds of labor érganizations '
that have respouded In the Aight of the Federation for /ts llfe, =hould -
convipee us that & time is drawing nigh when the regiments of lahor will
come together in an [avincible army to battle gphoulder/to shouider lor
- the industrial freedom of humanity. - A o

© ©°  In’ conclusfon, Iswould recommend for this Convention that
devise waya and means for carrying on the legal battles ow being.
by the Weetern Federstion of Miners In an ‘effort to liberate

prisonied brothers who are Imprisoved in Idaho and Nevada, and that a

~eifies Gl assessments be Wvied for [he PUFpOSe Of ralsimy funds for

carrying on this fight and promulgating organizing work throughout -our

they

T and. in returning to- you the-honer that was--conferred on.. . .

me by ths Fourieenth Anpual Convention in electng me Yice-Prestident

of your orgzniration, 1 would ask for my successor the fail suppori of -

every member of the organization In carrying on the fight which "has

been waged against us, and eamestly hope that ere another Convention.is” -

néid thar our imprisoned officers will ba liberated, and that the Western

Federation of Miners will coptinue 10 be & power for good in the in~
ustrial feld in its effarts to strike from the limbs of the working class "

e chains of wage slavery. o ‘ -
| Fratercally submitted, o
CHAS. MAHOXEY,

z S } [

I3
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Acting Presidens, W. F. M.~




