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Cooley was in the vigor of manhood he expounded the constitution
like a freeman addressing a free people. There was nothing sub­
servient in his utterances, and the bright reputation he then made
must not be clouded by utterances that are born of a grateful dotage.
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'. oused the cause of the Pullman em-
American Railway Trammen;~iIman sleeping cars. This brought on
ployes and r~fused t~ handle t ear. The Pullman employes were. of
the great railway stnke of tha y r few old men or men of 111­

a superior character. There w~re .ve Yonly the best. Yet in a few
ferior grade, the company em~ oy::::ority had to apply for bread .to
weeks after leaving tl~e shoP~ic~l~ad ~een organized. But the rehef
a public relief committee w bl' harity became exhausted. The.
that could be obt~ined.from PUth~C ~ould to furnish aid, but the de­
Cook county offiCials did what y appeals were made to the

t Finally numerous
mand was too grea 'f II 'ng correspondence took place:G r when the a OWl

overno , . . III August 17,
18

94.
Kensmgton,., . W the

. f the State of IllinoIs: e,II the Governor 0 . f GeMTo His Exce ency, d d oppressIOn 0 eorg .
people of Pullman, who, by tl;~ ~r~~nd~~ion where starvation stares \P 11ma

n have been brought f'd I'n this our hour of need.u , I to you or al . h'
u' iu the face, do hecehy api

ea
t and have no mean, ofJeavlng t ~

We have been refused emp oymen. O~r places 11ave been fille
vicinity, and ou, 1ami:ie, _"'''t~~a'6~~d State,. bmught lie,. by t~e
with workmen fro~ a over r Ius were turned away to. walk _.t e
Pullman Company, and the. su p r 1 600 families here 111 de~t1tu-
treets- a;d starve also. There. _~re ~v~.tiful - We have exhausted all

:ion and want, and thci' cond,"~nt~:~:and we now make thi, appe~1
the means at our command to;ee tinD" that God will influence you 111

to you as a last resource. 'II r.us this your prompt attention, we re-d that you WI gIve .
our behalf an Yours in distress,

main, THE STARVING CITIZENS OF PULLMAN.

F. E. POLLANS,
L. J, NEWELL,
THEO. RODHE,

Committee. 8
. Springfield, August 19, 1 9\.

. . Pullman Palace Car Co., C I-
To George M. Pullu;an, Presldent

re
arts to the effect that there

cago: Sir:-I have received nume~ous I ;eceived a formal appeal as
is great distress at PUIl~an, i~heaYpullman people for aid.. ~hey
Governor from a committee 0, , including women and children,
state that sixteen hundred famlhes,. k and have not the means to go
are starving; that th~y cannot ge~ WO~rought men from all over the
elsewhere; that your c.ompany ;;ow these-people live in your town
United States to fill their pla~s. of the~ worked for your company for
,and were youI' employes. So e .
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NECESSITY OF O~GANIZATION AMONG LABORERS.

Early in the summer of 1894 the employes of the Pullman Com­
pany went on a strike on aCcount of insufficient wages. They claimed
that they llad long been at starvation point and could not live on the
wages the company proposed to pay. Finally the organization of the

(Answer to Chicago Times, September 3, r894.)

Standing t gether is their only salvation. Respect the law and
stand shoulder to shoulder. So long as a portion of the laboring
classes can be used as a club ~on the backs of the remainder, just so
long will there be no hope. l They cannot get a whole loaf so long
as a portion ~of their number are willing to accept half a loaf and let
their children go hungry. Their entire struggle, not only for bread,
but for life, will be with organization and great concentrations of'
capital, fOt: individual employers are fast disappearing. Instead of
dealing as they once did with a master who knew their wants and felt
at least that interest in them that grows out of a daily association and
living together, they now have to deal with the agent of organized
.".apita1. This agent feels ~hat not only his salary, but his position
ah;ends upon his securing large returns for the stockholders and is
menl':"re much more severe, more cruel and more heartless than the
with hO"naster who managed his own affairs. There used to be hun­
to serve t~mployers where there is now one, each employing but a
of the §i,' and an individual laborer being able to choose among so

" employers, had, at least, some chance to get fair wages a'nd fair
~reatment. Now in many cases the laborer has no choice. There is

I }" but one employer within reach. Combination and concentration has
/l wiped the others all out. The agent of this one employer can dictate

both wages and terms to suit himself unless he is met by organizationof the other side. J
Combination and concentration On the side of employers and of

capital being already a fixed fa.ct, the laborers have got to pursue the
same path or give up all hope for the future of their children.



(On the morning of the 20th Mr. Wickes, a vic.e-president of the Pullman
Company, called and offered to take me in charge and show me around. I told
him that I should be pleased to have him go along with me, but that I did not
think it best to go under anybody's wing. I then went to Pullman where two
of the company's representatives joined me, and I spent the entire day making
an examination, and the next morning sent by messenger the following letter
to Mr. Pullman:)

Chicago, II!., August 21st, 1894.
Mr. George ]\11. Pullman, President Pullman Car Company, Chi­

cago, Ill.: Sir :-1 examined the conditions at Pullman yesterday,
visited even the kitchens and bedrooms of many of the people. Two
representatives of your company were with me and we found the dis­
tress as great as it was represented. The men are hungry and the
women and children are actually suffering. They have been living on
charity for a number of months and it is exhausted. Men who had
worked for your: company for more than ten years had to apply to the
relief society in two weeks after the work stopped.

J le;1rp from !'our milna~er that last spring there were 3,260 peo-
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3
k but over 600d there were 2,220 at war ,

pIe on the pay roll; yester a~t onl about 1,600 of the old employes
of these are new men, so th . Y I 600 of the old employes
have been taken back, thus leav1~~ ~:~dr~d have left, the remainder
who have not been taken back, a

k
b t were told that they were not

have nearly all applied for ~or .'t t
U

The relief committee on last
needed. These are utterly nde:t~:oe;t meal and two pounds of co~n
Saturday gave out two pou h ref committee has exhausted 1tS
meal to each family. But even t e re 1

resources. d t once. The case differs from in-
Something must be donde aln allere for generally there is some-

f d t 't fon foun e sew , tstances 0 es 1 u 1 . I'ef' this is not the case a
body in the neighborhood able to glVe

t
rew

1
0;k are so exhausted that

h ho have <Tone 0 h
pullman. Even t ose w 1b b' f they would I repeat now t at
they' cannot help their neig 1 ors 1 t fford to h~ve me appeal to the

ur company canno a Id
it seems to me yo. f h St t to save the lives of your 0 em-
charity and humamty 0 tea e 1 women and children. No

Four-fifths of those peop e are
ployes. d his distress it must be met. d
matter what :ause t I wili make this suggestion: If you ha

If you w111 allow me'st fall when yoU say business was poor, yoU
shut down your works la et an rent for your tenements. Now,
would not hav~ expected ,to g eaJl of these people, all the rent now
while a dollar 1S a large sum to 1 tt t you If you would cancel

. tively smal ma er 0 . h
due you 1S a compara Id b as well off as if you had s ut
all rent to October 1st, yOU wou h e t ork to meet their most
down. This would enable those w 0 ~~e a ;k to all why work some

!
)ressing wants. Then if you cannot g1veth":n

O
g to eat for their families.

11 t least O'et some 1
half-time so that a ca~ a r f ~ the whole situation. And then by
This will give immed1ate re 1e 1 0 here as desire to do so, and all to
legrees assist as ma~y to go e sI~w thO ay something like a normal

t g1ve work n 1S w d
whom yOU canna br 'h d t pullman before winter an yoU

ondition could be re-esta 1S e aou would have been had you shut
w uld not be out any more than y

U wn a. year ago. T' block for several hours and will be glad to
I w1ll be at the Umt\ n reply. Yours, respectfully,
you if yOU care to ma e a y JOHN P. ALTGELD.

I f pullman were all tenants of
Tt should be noted that the peOPle 0 ed very high rates for rent,

C
and were c larg .

lh T'ul1man ompany,. duced these charges were not
1 ",hen the1r wages were re

W;lt r, tc., anc ,
r duc d. I t answer to the above letter, but did not

Mr. "pullman made a s lor
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many years. They must be people of industry and character or you
would not have kept them. Many of them have practically given
their lives to you. It is claimed they struck because after years of toil
their loaves were so reduced that their children went hungry. As­
suming that they were wrong and foolish, they had yet served you
long and well and you must feel some interest in them. They do not
stand on the same footing with you, so that much must be over­
looked. The State of Illinois has not the least desire to meddle in the
affairs of your company, but it cannot allow a whole community
within its borders to perish of hunger. The local overseer of the poor
has been appealed to, but there is a limit to what he can do. I cannot
help them very much at present. So unless relief comes from some
other source) shall either have to call an extra session of the Legis­
lature to make special appropriations, or else issue an appeal to the
humane people of the State to give bread to your recent employes.
It seems to me that you would prefer to relieve the situation yourself,
especially as it has just cost the State upwards of fifty thousand dol­
lars to protect your property, and both the State and the public have
suffered enormous loss and expense on account of disturbances that
grew out of the trouble between your company and its workmen. I
am going to Chicago to-night to make a personal investigation be­
fore taking any official action. I will be at my office in the Unity
block at 10 a. m. to-morrow, and shall be glad to hear from you if
you care to make any reply. JOHN P. ALTGELD, Governor.



(Relating to the assessment of the Pullman Company. Sept. 25th, 1894.)

THE PULLMAN ASSESSMENt.

i
.I

Gentlemen: I have received a great many complaints from dif­
ferent sections of the State concerning the assessment of the capital
stock of the Pullman Palace Car Company, and my attention has been
called to some facts which I feel it my duty to lay before you. In doing
this I wish expressly to disclaim any desire to interfere in any way .
with the duties of your board. The law imposes upon you the duty
of assessing corporations, and I call your attention to the following·
Facts, in the belief that they may assist you in arriving at a just assess­
ment, and putting an end to an injustice. The records in the office

f the Secretary of State show that the Pullman Palace Car Com­
pany has a capital stock of $36,000,000. Recently Mr. George M. Pull­
man, the president of the company, testified under oath before.a com·
mi sian in Chicago, among other things as follows: Question: What
is the present capital stock of the Pullman Company? Answer: Thir­
ty- ix million dollars. Q.. Is that capital stock paid in cash? Ans.
That capital stock is paid in cash. From time to time during the 27

ar of its existence the capital stock was enlarged in order to meet
til' neral enlargement of the plant. Q. Are the dividends which

u pay based on the whole capital of $36,000,000? Ans. Yes, sir;
Oil th whole capital of $36,000,060. Q. What are your dividends?
AIlR. ur dividends are 2 percent. quarterly. Q. -For how long?
AnI!. I'll company has paid gividends ever since its 'Organization.
Til dividends for the first two years were at the rate of 3- per cent.

In Illinois the stock of corporations is not assessed by the local
assessor, but by the State Board of Equalization, c?mposed of one
member from each. Congressional district, thus' making a board of
twenty-two members. As some corporations manage to almost en­
tirely escape taxation, this board is often charged with being con- .
trolled by improper influences, and cases are cited of some members of }
this board growing wealthy while they had no visible means of sup- (
port. As the State was obliged to keep a military force for some time -\
to preserve order in the town of Pullman, and was put to a great (
expense in protecting the property of the Pullman Company, there \
was much complaint over the fact that the Pullman Company man­
aged to escape taxa'tion on most of its property. Thereupon I laid
the following facts before the board:

THE PULLMAN ASSESSMENT.

ADDRESS TO THE STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION.
George M. Pullman, Esq., Chicago August 2 t 8

City. President Pullman 'Palace C ISc, I 94·
S

. . ar ompanvIr' I 1 . ,.- laVe your answer to n
I see. by it that your com an ly communication of this mornino­
the situation at Pullman PItY .refuses to do anything toward reli . ".
m t P 11 . IS true that M W· eV111g
. e. a u man and show me aro r. Ickes offered to take
JectlOns to his going, but that IU~d. b I told him that I had no orl-
under anybody's wing I au ted the wisdom of m .

. was howev y g0111°-
YOur representatives, both able melJ er, met at the depot by two of
where. I took pains to have them r" wh? accompanied me every­
~t your office and got what inform~i~se~ 111 each case. I also calkdrour

CO~pany was represented and hn dey could give there, so that
IOned either the condition or the ear , and no man there ques-

make the round I made . extent of the sUffering If yo '11
f f ' go 111to the hou f h . U \';'1
t~~~ t~ ace and talk with them, you W~~ls ~ t ese.people, meet them

I ad $I,300, Or any other sum f e convl11ced that none of
cannot enter into a discussi a .money only a few weeks a (l.

contro.versy between you and yo o~ with y-ou as to the merits of~he
It IS not my bus' - ur ormer workmen

Th mess to fix th .
ere are nearly six thousand e lmoral r:sponsibility in this cas

dr:~ey were your employeS-fo;:_~~t~ss~7~~mg for the want of foo~
some of these people have war e.m are women and- chi!-

years. I assumed that even if the ked for you for more than twelve
:o~\ W~Uld not qe Willing to see ~I::e wr.o~g and had been foolish
s le tate had ju t been to a large e pens 1. I also assumed tha~

you Would not wa ttl xpense to prate t '
ing distress in YOu:~ to:I:

ave
the public shoulder the ~u!cI~~r PfroPl~rty

A' a re Iev-
s you refuse to do an tl'

I am compelled to appea/t~I~:et~ relie~c the suffering in this case
to do so. Respectfully yours uma11lty of the people of Illinoi'

, JOHN P ALTGE' s
Immediately after th b . LD.

by th G e a ave correspo de overnor to the b n ence an appeal w~

conditions at Pullman andu:~~~!eOPle.of t~e State, descri/:: m~~:
ca~e and some of the old 1 '" for ald. Relief of all kind g
POl11ts. emp ayes were enabled t s soon

- a mOVe to other

LIVE QUESTIONS.
offer to do a tl'ny ling toward reliev' .
~o abate any of the rent d f 1l1g the -sItuation, and he de l' d
1l1g fi 1 Ue rom the tena t T c 111e

na reply was sent to him: ' n s. hereupon the follow-



THE PULLMAN ASSESSMENT.
. arket value. Therefore, if the stock

cent to 25 per cent. of ltS cas~ m
h

proportion of its market
per· ssessed 111 t e same $' 60 000
of this company were a . ld ke an assessment of 12,3 ' .

Perty 1t wou ma I $ hA5 500 111value as other pro tho 't is assessed at on y 1,v~,
to $15,000,000. Instead of . 1S ~e resented to your board, a~ I .am
this State the company havmg P d in other States. But 1t fal1ed
, formed 'that its property was assess

e
h The auditor of this State

m, d or how muc . . d f
to show where it was taxe fever 'State in the Umon an a
has written to the proper o.ffice~s. a ho,: much the pullman Palace
the Dominion of Canada 1I1q~rm;at taxes it actually paid in each of
Car Company was assessed, an wb lated statement showing the s~b­
those States. I attach hereto a ta u received in answer to these .111: '

stance of the letters and tellegrams themselves are in the possesslOn

. ., The letters and te egrams
qutrtes, b mined bv you. . t
of the auditor and can e exa d'to above showed that ill mos.

The tabulated statement referre aid no taxes at all, in some of
of the States the pullm~n Comp~ni- Pnse fee' that all of the asses~­
the others it simply pa1d a s:nath lc~nited States, including that 111

ments on its property made 111 e a fair assessment on twenty
unt to even f tyIllinois would not amo tl the company had over or ,

million~ of dollars; that co~s~{u~: ~xation in Illinois, but was not
millions of dollars that w~s 1a ea taxes anywhere; that as the real
assessed anywhere and dld ~~~ P~ate was assessed at from one-fif~h

state and other property? e arent that from eight to ten ml1-
to one-fourth of its value, 1tdW:~ :::existing assessment of the Pull­
lion dollars should be adde t of taxation in Chicago, where. th.e
man Company; that as the ra e . ht per cent on the assessment, 1t

mpany was located, was about elg - had' for many years been
wa apparent that the pullm.an ComfPfanoYm six hundred and forty to

d· th pubhc outor. h dnnually defrau mg e and that consequently lt a
d h d dollars per year, .' 1 dI ht hundre t ousan . . f dollars that in Justtce he onge

1\ W. in its possession sev~ral ml1hons a

t th public, d' ht this wrong and compel this com-
al'p 'al d. t the boa[\\ to r~tlic burdens. But my appeal was in

Ilill 1 'fit' It. har ,1 P ra tically as it was. I was sub­
VII n, '\ II \ r<1 I ft 111 I~f\ f\~11 ~t rmy uddr ss was to. cause some

qlllllll tl III III II til' In, tll'f pri e and force the Pull-
I tl" III 1111 'I I) h ht I'll I rt\l, I

II, I' lItl \ my th m.
\I II llllli I
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quarterly and for a time after that the dividends were paid for hv6
years at 9 1-2 P r c nt. per annum, and then from that day they have
been 8 per . I1t. per annum without any changes. Q. Has the com­
pany any b nded debt? Ans. It has no bonded debt. Q. And in
additi 11 to these dividends you have accumulated from $16,000,000 to
$18,000,000 of undivided profits? Ans. The undivided profits amount
to something like $25,000,000. Q. In addition to these annual divi­
dends you have mentioned there has also been accumulated about
$25,000,000 of undivided profits? Ans. Yes, sir.

This is from Mr. Pullman himself. Adding this $25,000,000 of
surplus to the $36,000,000 of stock makes $61,000,000 which'the stock
of the Pullman Car Company represents. Again the ,market reports
for a considerable time in the past show that the stock of this company
has been selling for cash in the market at a figure which would make
the market value of all of the stock amount to over $61,000,000. On
April 13, of this year, it sold for 174. Further I attach hereto a copy
of a report made by this company for the year ending July 31, 1893,
to its stockholders and Poor's manual of railroaqs, and found on page
1,1I8 of that authority. In this report it is stated that the net earnings
of that year were $6,526,448. Out of this they paid 8 per cent. divi­
dend, amounting to $2,520,000 and carried $4,006,448 to the surplus
which then amounted to $25,700,000. That is they carried nearly twice
as much to the surplus as they paid to the dividend, although the
dividend was 8 per cent. This was for the year en-ding July 31, 1893.
The heavy world's fair travel came afterward. If the surplus for that
year was $4,006,448 the surplus for next year must be very large.
The report shows that the surplus has been upwards of $3,000,000 for
many years, consequently the surplus must now be nearly $30,000,­
000. The total assets of the company at that time was $61,791,643;
they must now be considerably iarger. All this is the company's own
showing.

So that whether you take this statement of Mr. Pullman or the
price at which the stock was selling in the market or the statement of
the company made a year ago, there is upwards of $61,700,000 of
property represented. Under the law, personal property follows the
residence of the owner and pays taxes where he resides. This com­
pany has not much real estate outside of Illinois. The sleeping. cars
are personal property, and as the company is an Illinois corporation
and has its main offices in this State, it should pcq taxes here on all
of its personal property except in cases where it is actually sho'.vn
that it has been legally taxed elsewhere. The average assessment of
other property that is assessed at all in this State is found to be from 20


