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An Impartlal. Conmderatmnf of - the Charges and Counter

Charges Growing: Out ‘of - the’ Murder of Ex-Gov. Steunen-

berg, Whose Assassm

1s Shmﬂy to Be Put on Trial

BY 'M”cc-.RE;A DY SYKES

(Special C:prrespcnden'c:e to Ridgway’'s from Boise, Idaho)

&YTDAHO is on {rial.”” That is the way a clever editor

put it last spring. That is something the way Samuel
(Gompers, president of the Federation of Tahor, put it to
Roosevelt in asking him to investigate the Idaho proseci-
tions. Isitirue? The state of Idaho holds in prison await-
ing trial three men aceused of one of the most dastardly
and eowardly murders of this generation. . On the evening
of December 30, 1905, Frank Steunenberg, ex-Governor of
Idaho, then lving in the little agrieultural town of Caid-
well, was walking through the gate of his hoeme just at
dark, when a dynamite bomb exploded at his feet and he
was blown to death.

There it was. Simple, brutal assassination. As a pri-

vate individual, Frank Steunenberg did uot have an enemy 7

in the world. 1 have never talked with a man in Idako,
farmer, merchant, mechanic or professional man, that hed
a word to say against Steunenberg. So the significance of
assassination lay-not in any personal quarrel.

A Significant Fact

There was one word that came instinetively to the lips
of every man and womar in Idaho the instant they heard
of the horrible crime of last December, and this fact is
something to bear in mind, when epigramatic editors tell
you that Idaho is on trial. That word was ** Coeur 4’ Alene.”’
That was suffieient to account for the erime. For bis con-
duet as governor of Idaho during the Coeur d’Alene riots
of 1899, Frank Steunenberg was blown to death. No ane
questioned that; it is one of the established undisputed
facts in the case. No man ean remain at the head of a
state in time of riot and disorder without making enemies,
bitter encmies, for life, with a fair chance always of hav-
ing among them some men so depraved as to seek his life
Occasional assassination seems almost inevitable. If that
is all there was to the assassination of ex-Governor Steun-
enberg, Iet them hang Harry Orchard, wretched assassin,
and be done with it. Orehard, it seems, had bis own per-
sonal grievance against the state authorities, his own bit-

. ter memories of the stern hand of martial law.

When rioting broke out in the Couer d’Alene seven
vears ago, Governor Steunenberg sent Bartlett Sinelair to
the scene as his persomal representative and emissary,

1t

something that was said by many to be a most imrpolitie, un-
fortunate appointment. Sineclair set up his famous ‘‘bull
pen,’’ where men were herded together like sheep in a
stockade, under the open sky—treated, they will tell you
(and others will tell you exactly the contrary), worse than
cattle and eut off from even the decencies of savages.

BullPen Bred Hatred and TL-Will
Perhaps in that frying ordeal Governor Steunenberg
made some mistakes. Perhaps the appointment of Bavtlett
Sinclair was a mistake. All that may be. But no one pre-
tends that Governor Steunenherg did not try his utmost
to do his duty, nor that on the whole he did not meet the
situation manfully and efficiently, but it all left behind its.

t s e ;"‘

trail of bad blsod and resentment, and its chief object was |

Fraok Steunenberg, governor of the state,

Harry Orchard was one of these who had been in the )
“bull pen.”’ If brooding on real or faucied wrongs, this A

perverted creature had finally succeeded in killing the gov-

ernor, it would have been horrible; but it would not have .
been siguificant. If that had been all, the people of Idaho .
would now he waiting the trial of Harry Orchard, and in '

had lost bis life because of the performnance of duty.
But it isn’t Harry Crchard who is Iying in jail at Boise

awaiting trial. It isn’t any one who was ever in the ‘‘bull -
pen;’’ it Is not any one who evér suffered real or fancied |

wrong at the hands of Frank Steunenberg; it isn’t men

" whom any one ever thought of as crazed or out of their

heads. And the reason why the people of Idaho are s
wrought up over it, and why the eyes of the whole country
will shortly be turmed with horrible fascination upon the
trial, and why one hears talk on both sides of infamous
conspiracies for wholesale murder is because of the eon-
fession that the wreteched Harry Orchard made in jail—

- due course he would be tried, hanged, and Frank Steunen- -
herg would be thought of as a brave public servant, who |

one of the most horrible pictures of villainy ever poured |

out from the lips of man.
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It3s a time to recall the shudder with
which each. fresh outrage in the Coeur
d*Alenes Bguring o perivd of seven’
: veceived. 1t is a time itg
feeling of despair  with
C Wadld  order people every-
whei'e»-q-ontemplated the conditions pre-
vailliig in that seetion under which the
alithors "of countless crimes wope per-
mitted te go. scott free, walking the

st@‘eeti'é' uncﬁhﬁenged.
"It i% A time to recall the terrible fact

‘thaty for years jn that section, the

eleventh of July was celehrated instend
of- the Fourth,‘ the eloventh being the
anniversary of the terrible riots and
bivodshed of 1804,

Again, it ie a tjue ta recatll the feel-
ing of enthusiasin and  thankfulness

:expe!‘ieuk_zed, when, fullowing the riots

_mlidders of Aprii, 1898, the hervie
figure of Governor Steunenberg was

seen standing at the helm of the ship
‘of state assuring the btople of Idaho
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‘which al thoge crimes hadl heen COiM~
mitted sh6ula e biotted out aind the,
reign of” estored in. the Coegr
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And. as to events still’ more recent
than the murder of the former gover-
Dot it fs a time to recall the faer thai,
the moment the men accused of re-
spongidility for that murder were taken
from Denver to pe brought here to
stand trial, e¥ery publication in Syni-
paihy with such lawlessness as cursoed
the (geur dAlenes  nd inspired
thig crime. rajised a mighty
shout of protest, proclaiming that the
accused persons should ust be put an
trial and that they should not he DUl
ished if tried and convieted, )
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