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The'survey of the Negro in Detroit, of which this
,report is one of twelve sections, has been made for the
Mayor's Inter-racial Committee under the immediate
direction of Forrester B. Washington, executive secre
tary of the' Armstrong Association of Philadelphia,
and Robert T. Lansdale, of the sociology department
of the ,university of Michigan, assisted by Glen E.
Carlson' of the sociology department of the University
of Michigan, Fred~rick I. Daniels of the sociology
department of Central Normal School, Nelson;rH.
Harris, graduate student, University of Michigan,
Wayne L. Hopkins, former instructor at Bluefield
Institute, West Virginia, Donald C. Marsh of the
sociology department of the University of Kansas, and
Delos S. Otis, graduate student, University of Wiscon
sin. It is expected that this survey will furnish the
basis for an official report to be prepared and published
by the Mayor's Committee. The survey was financed
by the Detroit Community Fund, the funds being
expended through the Detroit Bureau of Governmental
Research. This Bureau has edited the survey but has
not assumed responsibility for the col1ection of the
data used in the reports.
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The Gurvoy hea liloited itself to t 0

Area Covered

SCOd': AND NA'.i'URE OPSURVJ<;Y

DOl1Qld. J •. ilit:rshnll. IV. Hayes lVicKinncy,

hirs. C. S; Smith, Wnltnr H.

colored and white people in tl:e city.

In the spring of 1926

the Inter-racial Conmittee of Detroit.

helping, to bring about more harmoniou

such a study, the Detroit nommunity

sum for tho purposo withthb provisi

a basis for'. specific recolT'lnendations it

make a survey of racial conditions in

Inter-racial Committee <'lid. not have't

for the most part, but in somo

"blo to COVi'r the rl0tropoli tan nrc,on

Bishop Wm. T. Vernon ,vice-chnirmllfl';

Dr .. E. A. Cd;rtor, Fred G. D"woy, Fred

expen<'led through tho Detroit Bureau

Research. On this baiis a fn~t find'

cd Jljn,e 10, 1926, con\rr(uing. over n

The Mayor's Inter-rncial·Committee

'study has .been prep"rod is mnde .up 0

cd and whito citizens: Reinhold Nie



Throughout the

No reconmendations hO"o been

city limits wcrc Qonsidercd.

of Negrocs,on tho cdge of tho

.
focal point for the material of the

agoncies in ,Highlnnd J.'1,rk rend Hcmtrnmck.

on employment undoubtedly

of Detroit.

eO. stUdies for the most part have boen

of 1910, 1915, 1920 and 1925 have been

posos of COlJll)[trison, tho census and

occur instoncos whoro othor stl.tistics nrc given

For inst'lnco, in defininr D bnsis for thc seleation

of a thous~nd sQmple f~,milicsin DGtroit,

-13-

For convenience, JUly 1, 1925_was t

J

T'ime CoveI'{3d ...hy Survey
c>

do not limit themselvos to offici~l city boun~nrios.

first six months of 1926.

finding invostigation of racorelationships

So ,fnr [.\s possi blo tho 'utt'OlJlj}t he,s bean mnde'

but conclusions druwn huve boen bnsed

been necessary in some casos to ovalunto ,the

and record datn rather then to into'rpret it.

,
points of view.

!EJ2.l::£Q.9.h Of2l}e Surv£L

Tho a~m of this stUdy has boon t§

ings. In questions of oj}inion it has boen the'obj.

of the investigl',tion to discov8r unO.
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thu invustigntors sinco thc Illtcr-recicl Committee

to use these. findinrs for .thnt purllOse.

PROBLE).;[S CON:3 IDERlm

Within tho limits prrscrihcd hy time

sources tho survey h~s ~tt8mptud to stUdy tho

phnscs of tho lif~ of th, Nugro 1n Detroit di~i'

work into thc; following mein scctions: :Populrct

Industry,'Thrift nnd Bl1sincs8, Housing,

Recreation, Ji;duc.'lticm, Criffic, Beli/don.

Two of these sectiuns, -

Orgcn i.z"tion. v:hi.ch r,;)pl3; 0

bl'.,'m o:f rnet! rel ~ltJon8h.ips,

cd JfJ;mbcrs \Jf thu staff WhD

t]]e achievements of the

T11c". _u_thor s"ctions of t:he survey Jeare beon

the standpoint of race rclatic~ships.

separate sectien devoted to tt"t SUbject entire

evidence of inter-roci"l conflict ~n~ docpernt"

ORGAN pAn ON OF S'l'AJ<'F i',rm SOUI.CES 01<' i!L',1'BRIAL

..Pai,j 1:V()rkl:r8-------
I~Pbc: snrvo:)t hr:.s b(~cn cunductc(l unr"'cr the CODpC ....

diroct;jon of FOTYCst(!T B. Was1ing1.on, n~equtiv8 se

of tho ArJ'lstrOng A2S0U i.at ion of .c'hiladulphia, lind

Robort T. Lansdale, of the.sociology de1?artment of ito



Tho survey hQS b(~cn c0n~uctc(1 un~cr the C~1pcrc

, .

Organ izr;t ion, v:hich [·;)pl;y only inrlircctly

Industr~', Thrift .emil Businoss, Houp,ing,

Two of those sect ions, Heligionnnd

Orgenization nnel Wnlf:tro.

oom'ces the purvey h"s ,"ttempted to stlldy
'"

Within the limitsprrscribed hytimn

work into tho folloWing ,mcin scctions:

Recreation, Education, Crimo, Religion"

bl"m of race rol~ltiunships, have been stl

tho invustigntors sinco thc Inter-recial Committec

to usc theso findings for that purpose.

PROBLEMS CON :3IDERED

The other sections of the survey have boen

eel m(:mb~ uf tho staff \'!ho hr,ve

tho achiovements ~f th~ raco in Detroit

evidenoe of inter-racinl conflict nnd cocporn

the standpoint of race relationships.

separate section devot()d

ORGANIZATION OF S'i'A.I<'Fi~I1D SOllF.CES 0.1<' i"IATERIAL

been brought cut in the nine gennrnl

"

of tho Arrr:stron/2,' Aesool.ation of .!:'hiladelphia, and

Pnid Wurker::)

directIon of Forrester B. WaShington, exeoutive sec

Robert T. Lansdal8,of the sociology department of

'phnses ,of tho



University of Michigan. li.<lsistant

served from a period of four weeks to

Glen 8. Carlson, of the sociology

University of Michigan, PrGderick

sociolo«y dopartmcnt of Central Micl:igan Nor

Nolson 1:i. Harris, gr'aduate. student, Uniyer8i

Michigan, Wayne L. Hopkins, formor ins true

Bluefield lnst i tuto, Wost Virginifl, Don

·tho sociology depnrtm,mt of

nnd Delos S'. Otis, grudunte

Wisconsin. Miss Jossio Grahnmand Miss

served as secretaries during tho survey
/,

Turner, 11 8enior lit tht' University of

played as n full time Ilssistant during

investigation.

A number of individuals woro used f

during the summer. Samuol H. Russell a

of 25 colored field workers, all of

social work training, to gather the

sample fllmilio~. Four clerks

tabUlation of thhl matr,rial. Othor s.mul

mnds by indiviriuals employo~

Volunteors

Volunteer workers, coloreo

stJ(wial studies WlC] tubulntion.

bOl1t twenty soniors unci grndut00

in cri~inology give~'by



thu spucific oontriblltions made

Smith's request for assistance.

The survey is in0ebteti to u number of

Jlhlgu8, polil:u 01'fiC'i::1c:, "robation offiul\rB
',wi U fl'l(jilllf.: oj' t):" Hou,;o of Corrcot:ion
i'uruiulJ(',J '1 l,rfJ':t du':l of uUPfnl inforr:1Ltio;1

i\.
'1'):" ])uJ'u1'tlJjI'llt ul' l'ublic I''''ifl,r" compil,,·:: ~
8tLlti:Jti(JS on i tB c:iiiynts ~ln(~ f"urnishe(l cn8f;
rucor~ltJ .•
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Th:, BOard of Health furni shod a
table of vitQl statistics and turnp'
to tho survey the rl,sults of D stud
Hog-ro housing.

'l' Le 13u1'u'-1n oj' Hoconh3 oj' t1:o Detruit l'
Dl,pnrtllilmt uUlx.rvi8ull the tabu11,tiol18 of
r0uorrl8 at' .':·!rru:.-~tl; EHH. (Jonvictions bnll
fUTni.U}lecl Llntu on pol1.un of:fiu8J'8 unc1
lJo1Ioe killiJll'8.

The Board of Education :furnisJ:ed 8tVtl
on two jJr'rticul"r 8c1.0018 ~,tud ied"Mnd a
night school [,ttimdanco ,und TIlL,torial a
Cl~8BU~ in spoci:ll edllcutioh. The) chi"
stfltistici·,n of tho BO'I1'd of Educ"tion
invaluable In ofj'"ring suggo8tio:lS for
G'""rdJ lend vI,rIoU8' publications of tho
fJ("l1'ulJ Dl'PUyti,,(;n t 8up:}~il,d Innur. i]()CCB'
u'1tn.

Tho Department of Recrcntion BUpp
muteriul on pUblic nnd commercinl

summor session of thotinivorsit~' of },iichignn.

studunts DorS useJ for special investigation

supervision of nssIstsnt airoctorB.

PUblic Depc.rtlDlmts

ments, not only

for actual. studies made. The survey

covered nearly so many phases of the

the help ~f these departments



tho Detroit Buroau of

. -1'1-

Private Agencies' OooporGtion

Specific monti0n cannot bo mad.8 of

The Detroit brunch of the

many sorvices/to the survey and furnished

Tho Employers' Associlltion, The As

mation from its files. Tho other colored

the general social agencies. Outstcnding

montion should bo made'of tIle nssistance

Vlero rr.ad 0 by

agoncios eoopor"to~ to tho fullestoxtont.
•. . 9

Tho survey recci ved v!llUable IWlp fr

vocational department of the Y. M. O. A.

Oonvention Bureau, un{ tho Detroit

The Research

of Dr. Lr,n t D. Ups on Ilnd Hob ort J? Furl'

stUdy hus profited by

assisted particUlarly in the Industry sec

inc, i v iiuals and. -agonc ies vih e 0'.'p8ra·tec~

BUilr'!ing Employers cf Detroit, tho

lnf0rrration, [lnd criti zing aV'lilable data,. Socia

survey.

by filling cut questionnu' os, suggesting source

in ':e S t i gr'. t ion.

rr.in5ed color8(~ atll ' ,ito leaders gavo gonerollsly 0

time uni effort in .ussisting the staff in its



GeueralScurces

WLile speci

report oI,sources of

. the follow ing general

1. Census report
2. lUll1ual reports
3. Reports, files ond
4 .Selled ulos filled

agencies.
5. Inquiries mucle
6. Historical and

the Detroit
01' the Detroit

7. The daily general
colorecl weekly

8. The Negro in Letr
Forrester B.
Bur(]f\u of the

9. Reports of the S
Division ufN

,,', 10. 'J'ho Detroi t Eclu
~

COIl CLUSION

The il iroctors

opportunity to express their

ance rcnpcrod by inclividuals and

Dotroit~ It has beHn impossible

1'ully'thu iWlp Vlhioh has been r

of SOUrCI'S givurl Ilbuve only furni

VJho buvu tUJuiGtud.

This stUdy of tho Negro in

tho lntllr-nwilll COllllllittuu .1'01'

its effurttu bring about n

1 L iLl Hut jJl'eHI.m1;od

ldlurtcUIJJlngu LLl't) IJio:r.e
•



thoy could b to

mitted by the ~i

well furnish the

study of the Negro.
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The survey of the Negro in Detroit, of which this
report 'i~ one of twelve sections, has been made for. the
Mayor's Inter-racial Committee under the immediate
direction of Forrester B. Washington, executive secre
tary of the Armstrong Association of Philadelphia,
and Robert T. Lansdale, of the sociqlogy department
of the University of Michiga'n, assisted by Glen E.
Carlson of the sociology department of the University
of Michigan, Frederick 1. Daniels of the sociology
department of Central Normal School, Nelson H.
Harris, graduate student, University of· Michigan,
Wayne L. Hopkins, former instructor at Bluefield
Institute, West Virginia, Donald. C. Marsh of the
sociology department of the University of Kansas, and
Delos S. Otis, graduate student, University of Wiscon
sin. It is expected that this survey will furnish the
basis for an official report to be prepared and published
by the Mayor's Committee. The survey was financed
by the Detroit Community Fund, the funds being
expended through the Detroit Bureau of Governmental
Research. This Bureau has edited the survey but has
not assumed responsibility for the collection of the
data used in the reports.



There is

At that time a c1ecision was handed

By 1836 no slaves were beld in Detroi~

written to a correspODd~nt ir. Detroit, referring t

by a letter from a.business ~an in Schenectady, ~ew

That Detroit had lTe;o-roes as

•

(Foot Note. )

The sources of information for the mat
used in this division of the report are th
Thirteenth and Fourteenth United States Ce
3eports. The Family Schedule Card 6~ta from
1000 ]egro fami 1ies interviewed; The IJegE.£- i.ll
Detroit, a report made by Forrester B. ~ashin

ton in-19l9 for the Jesearch Bureau of the
Associated Charities of Detroit, and various
interviews '!lith IJegroe3 and whites acquainted'
~ith the history of the ~ol)ulation ~ro~th of
Detroi tend vJi th IJe9;ro sources of rni'Hation
and NeRro social alass'es in tJ1e aity.

to believe that ;·Te·'roes made up a part of the

order for adili tional Heg:ro sl.aves.

groUp from the earliest days of the

Official records for 1773 give

later the number hUd"aterlally increased,

settlement; by 17b2.the nl1'nber

slaves.

the governor of }\;j.Jbigan or~anized a 8om~an

Unti~1807 the :Tajori ty of LTe"roes in
/

possession of British subjects on

new Slaves could be bruu~ht into the scttlemen

bowever, some fre~d Negro slaves from the So

fugitive Slaves that had souRht a refuge

')
J

',./ no slavery was possi blc eXccDt in tbe casqs

T. HldTO"Y



}i'y 0 rr. 1863 to -1

That this

-The feeling

Many Uegroes were able to sec

With the nasaing by Congress of the

~ith the signing of the Emancipation

increased.

place.

advantages that city offered.

marked improvement in the legsl

in Detroit.

Shortly after 1885 an Imdesirable rr,igration

and professional places in

their views of service and began to ape

- 2 -

,
1

In 1895 the fashionable

tion of the Michigan _~jti-S~avery SOJiety in 1840,

of the feeling of security the ~egro population d

personal servioe.

Negroes found safety in -Detroit

large ~roporti?n of tho Negroc;s that bad gone

viously returned -to r>r,troi t -bcc9.use of the superior

Slave Law in,1850. a Negro exodus from Detroi.t t

Negroes were dispensed With, and wtites

an attempt was made to establish the Hegro

success was obtained at the time.

To find work for the colored

followers. inclUding many negroes. came to Detroi

~ith the abolition of the betting-feature

undesirable element remained,

development of the Eight Mile Road

United St~tes. tracks were established in Nindsor. ~

were in Detroit at that time.

'~8 S laFge ly responsible for deve loping fut '.l.re discrirr,ina ~

and race prejudice is the opinion of n.any of t1Je negroes

...----,
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NEGRO

587
1,403
2,235
8,821
3,431
4,111
5,741

40,838

'l'able 2

24,600
33,958
36,763
89,536
79,828

180,062
527,913

Population bv Census

TOTA~

21,019
45,619
79,577

116,340
205,876
285,704
465,766
993,678

Increase in numbers

Increase in Total No.

1850
1860
1870
1880
1890
1900
1910
1920

1860
1870
1880
1890
1900
1910
1920

This t~ble shows that in only two of til

of Ne~ro has .hart its effect dow~ to tbe
."

The following tables give the history 0

Negro population in Detroit as

(1) by census decades (2) by percentages

Table 1

cariod the Negro ~opulation increased 139% a

?eriods did the growth of the

pass that of the total population growth.

tutal increase of 117%; in the 1910-1920

cre2sed 611% to the total 113% 1ncrease.

the ·first instance was probably d"ue~to 'some pro

attitude taken by the ci ty on the rCliltter

3cgroes by Detroit's proximity. to CaGada
. .



283.

29,636
9,029
5,690
1,476
1,349
5,299

41,532
109,594

These flgUrOS include the ontl

, NEGROES Per cent 0

Fe~ro 1n-
1910 1920 creas~ 1910-

19,639
4,842
1,877

572
291
383

5,741
44,103

Cine innati, Oh io
Dayton, Ohio
Toledo, Ohio
Fort Wayne, Ind.
Canton, Ohio
Gary, Indiana
Detroi,t, Mich.
Ch:i.'Jago t 1:11.

Ir.diana surpassed Detroit in actual per cent of

This table shows that of the cities

~etroit are available through the Boayd

population as well as the child Donulatio;1 -of- tnc·-c. "

Table 3

tot~l population of 1,242,044; tho United Stctea Coloro

contral cities that were attracting Negroes

- 4 -

period.

great inorease period was due to the need

as compared with the per cent of 'Nhi te increase for vario:1S

statistics for 1925.

the fJurth l'~rgest gro~ - 81,(i_3_1_.__

I'eDI11,:!ti~ 'rho Negro poPuhltion is Sllrp".ssc,d

hy tjl~ 'UrJi tLc1 Stdcs ,4)]i to, 5%,041 in nj{.;~r or

~rltjrc populution; tho Polish Which cunst:Ltuto9.~G~ of

pc.ptlldion, -- 115,069; ,wd the 'Clil'di'ellS, - f3,6t15 or 6.71\;.

,:dustries ~nd in automobile rr.anuf&oturing.

Table 3 shows the per cent of Negro increase in

ITo PJESEllT POPULATIOlI STATIS'i'ICS

,-~ent and accurate figures on the
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In May, June a

1910

465,766

5,741

In the summer of 1920 a worker

Total population

Negro population

estimated that 1000 Negroes

Negroes into Detroit began.

demand for labor caused by the World War tha

between 1910 and 1915 as it was not until

situation in Detroit say that the rate of

reference to the Negro popUlation~

uuring 1918 the numbers arriving per month

.,;"" entraBce of the United states into the

Unfortunately, reliable and comprehensiv

•

for Detroit cannot be obtained(for the

the great growth of Detroit came after

- 5 -

. , Table 4

The growth in population numbers

~evelopment of the war and the automobile

figures for that year would probably Show a

growth than·the figures do for the

Census are as follows:

phenomenal. doubling and IT.ore in the period

United states Census and from the

two United st·ates C'ensus; the Negro population

more phenomenal for in 1920 it had increased 611 pe

the 1920-25, five year period. th~re bas been

248,366 or 24%; and a colored' increase of 40.

The statistics as taken from the Thirtce



of tho Asso

tr::ins th'lt br

bringing ~i~rrillts were

·.':eek of May 3, 1809 Negro

That the Negro

paratively recent is further

Family Schedule Card.*

Under 1 ye9.r

Under 3 ye :l.rs
~.

Under 5 ye':1rs

Under 10 YC<:lrs

From thesc st~tistics it

85% of the Negro populationhns

first year of the grc~t i~flux.

Of 990 ' t t<t"'hennswers ~1ven ~s a

428 ~'lve less than five ye'lrs, of

13 less th~n five months, 70 less

~hrce yc~rs cnd 207 less than five.

bc"n in Detroit for a period of from

reriod of 10 - 20 years and 48 for 'l

This data shows that the popul

~hole; only 'l few "old Detroiters"

T)o troi tat) th3,t time WJ:\S one of tho

'r,OJt Note.)

·;'b"'·,mil;\,.S:Jhedulo c<crds,
selected districts S0
3cttle~ents received due c



The sex distribution of the

Ta,ble 6
~

1910--.

2,985
2,756

240,354
225,412

The following tables taken

Male
FC'l\ale

X Estimated.

That the greatest

1920 is brought out by the table.' .. '

)

populaticn for Detroit.

give the sex distTibution by total

preponderance of males, which is

evon distribution h&s definite effec~s un t ~

freedom to Canada.

Total population

Male
Femal~

~egro population

dustrial city Detroit exemplifies.

the sexes has social significance;

crime.

settled there--some secretly and

after the Emapcipation.

its proxirr.ity to a8.LE;]3., many of the Negr

SEX DISTRIBUTION

Fourteenth United states Ce:'1sus and



. '

,
38,44

The liIegro,

2,985
23,605
43,·385·

1910
1920
1925

Males._---

•

Table 8

The marital condition

*Estimated

Negro population

period carne in 1920, ~he time of

Thi.s table shows the

lowered during the 1920-1925 peri

Detroit industries.

disproportion than the total popu

!£!al population

1910 240,354
1920 540,248
1925 657,949

of age and over, by percentages £01

~910

Total 39.9%

Negro 3'8.1%

1920
Total 39.1%

Negro 38.3%

1910 Total 32.1%
Negro 24.19b

, 920 Total 24.6%

Negro 14.5%

I

I
I

I
i
I

i
!

I
i

f



. '

39.4

50.1

34.1

44.4

25-44

In all

Table 9

15-24

Tho small percentage of

16.7 21.3

11. 9 18.8
~

-.
15.8 '18.1

10.0 22.5

5.7

6.1

11.3

10.5

Under 5

The median

Negro

Negro

1920

1910

Total

'rotal

This table shows an astonishing small

Negroes in the "under 5" age group and a large

The peroentage)distribution

~hesestatistios show that

peroent~ge of both Negro male and females we

peroentage of males and females in the

- 9 -

of widowed Negroes was higher than that of

1910 and 1920 is as f,ollows:

older, aged people.

people is small because they have been left South

the younger pioneer spirits have migrated

in climatic 0 ondi tions may be re·sponsib1e for

zroup and from "5 to 14" age group was brought out

Detroit City Census where it was found that out of 42

:uoups the United States Colored had the smallest median

~~es in the "25 - 44" age group for

statistios seem to indioate that the Negro

~ a young working-man's population today;
I

- a larger peroentage were married.



This district,

This area "NaS

The next largest Negro area is

it has been pushing its boundaries

residential areas.

Side District or the Warren-Tireman

and south by Macomb.

boundaries of the st. k1toine Street

"

#

the Unitea states white ]~S51. The

As the st. Antoj r,e District could not' extEen

of children have been variously given as the

conditions, the age of Negro migrants, economic

disease and failure to
'--

became congestod, new districts were

city, bounded west by Brush, east by

III. THE VLqrOUS NEGRO DISTRICTS

Until 1915 there was only

street District

Negro influx of the years immediately folIo

the district 11hich is the' most congested

DBlack Bottomff : The present boundaries

Chene to Harper and Harper to Brush on the

tUG western boundary.

Detroit River on the south,-Mt. Elliott on

census zones, has~ population of 54,170,

('ent of the Negro population of- Detroi t.

cently

\f;;-etter

'{)f the



•

_r-··

/



\

Locat/oll c:I
fir_a./' with tu/ tba/l 10%0 are



fireev ",it6 feu tboll /0'1. are omilted



It is

This

This rog!)n lies to. the s.~uth

Tllis devcl..pment is very recent ':lnd

grown up since 1915.

cf 6000.

Dctr.i t, is knc,wn 'C.S the Ei';ht-Mile RJ~.d

b und·:!! ,n the south by P·:mbr. ke, ·n thn.

the n~rth by ILrthend "nd "n the west by

The next distriot estim2tcd ~t

Detr'Ji t cJlJunercial area.

The River RJuge-EcJrse District

but ~s it ~ctu~lly extends

tw') separate municipalities as named has

the c cst b:v the ~. H. & M. R. R.,

District, is b_undGd ,~n the s,.uth. by

The third ID.rg€:st area, knuwn

pupulativn is 7155.

by Warren With a few living s0uth 0f

Nineteen districts were solectec1 in DctrJit J survoy pu
'l'Ile.se rlistricts in "ll-11,.:,"ses wero n.!t " pccrt ,·f Detr it 11
hut tlley beLn;;;eil in "grer'tcr Detrvit". Districts' in Ri
R"ugo, Ecorse, Inkster, Eight-Mile and Quinn Road .Subdivis
and in Highland Park and Hamtramck were included beoaus
many ways'the people in these distriots are memblOrs
DctrJit NEgru population,

,-
~, BJnZDTIc, t) the !Vlieh i B,"n Central R"i lr ..:,:,.

o.r~ ~ ~n the s. uth.
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The smaller, area Known,

The .Highland Park Area,
. \

It is b~~ded on the west1200.

by Pulas Ki, on the' north by Thaddeus and on t

In the southwest

HamtramcK has two Negro district

branches along the Five Mile Road to Alpen

Highland Park and HamtramcK are

municipalities within the City of.

of 4504 is bounded on the north by the Detroit

on the east by Goddard, (except-at its southe. .

Ce.rpenter and on ,the west by Greeley.

Another distriotis the InKster

this distriot is outside the limits

miles west of Detroit on the Michigan Central

an estimated population of 2000 and is bounded

Alfred and ,Bruoe , and on thesout~y Butl

Irene and on the north by Cherry., It is a

J08. Campau.

~t 1000, is bounded by HolbrOOK on the

east, Denton on the south and Lumpkin on the west

the eastern boundary; on the north by Amien

Jefferson District bo\mded

P5.st three years. /
j ~

The North Detroit~or Carpenter Area,

Grand to Thomson and Ford to Third, which

~'the nort? by Manchester and Avondale.
L

r"-I
iestimated at 1200, is bounded

Gallagher and by Eva1ine from



A second d

A grOWing area is

and ?rsirie Avenues; ha's

•
A small district of 394,

the south 0 f Michigan

between Chrichmond and Brush,

of 478.

Jefferson clustering aro'md Tenne

.---.
to Fischer, has 465 people.

a few blocks north and south of

population of 468. A

between Alg6nq~in and Clai
-~

A settlement

fork between the Grand

A Negro 3ubdivisi

on the north and Conant on

Detroit Terminal

estimated population of 500.

TJle Quinn Road
..--/

Road and Masonic Boulevard

population is 742, which

the Wabash Railroad on t

IJ.djacent.

Distri.ct is bo·ll.'1ded

·,T,1J.e popu

. scat tered

A small district

~~an Dyke has a ~opulation of 346,

t'-O
I



BIRTHPLACE

- 14 .•

By zones the

.1)

of 363.

q;,able 1-0---

of houses on the margin by whites to

The district bOtJIldaries, of course, ar

the Negroes are found in thebe areas,

Georgia
Alabama
Tennel;lsee
S. C.
~,:iss.

Kentncky
Arkansas.
N. C.
Louisiana
Ohio
Florida
Virgir,ia

.Detroit
Texas

most cases they are constantly being

scattered through the city. Some of
. r---J

and business men livi.ng in wealthier commu!1iti

janitors living in bnildings where they '.'Jor.

Avenue District.

ployed and live on the premises ~here

a large number of Ncgroes,1770, live

the Havington-Crossley District

from 110 to 10%, but the area is worthy

IV. SOURCES OF IffiG~O POPU1ATION

The source\(gf the Negro population

248 were in G2orgia~ 146 in Alabama and
,-...
ICarolina followed with 74.

the "blact bo~tomb~ of western Georgia, Weste

• \fenhessee. Of 986



,.

Total
Not Given

Grand Total

Table 10,

including Detroit),

Not Given
Missouri
Canada
Illinois
Indiana
W. Indies
Michigan (Not
Penn.
W. Va.°k.lahoma
Maryland
Mass. r--/
Mexico
New York.
Wash. D.C.
Kansas
California
Haiti
Cuba
Minn.
New Jersey
S. America
Wi.sconsin

The source of migration is determined·

... 1.~ -

north to Philadelphia and New

Georgia and North'Carolina~o

Cleveland and Detroit; those from the

western parts of the Carolinas and from Ten

the Louisville and Ns.shville Railroad to Ci

Mississippi River move to Chicago and

to Detroit by the Michigan Central Railroa

Omaha draw their Negro population from East

San Francisco and Los Angeles from TexaS.

\.f'--,
and by the tendency of

Negroes from ~he coast regions of North
""'"



leboC'(;r grol:p. This fact is

One of

membors of a race and not on

of the ~hi~e&. Negroes aro

haa been largely

changcd attitude

merits.

the .!:Tegroes' .l?osition in Detro:!,

South has been responsibl~

(l) The underprivileged Negro

(2) That a proper discrimination

cHviduala is no

of a 11>01'8 ed ncated type, first, because

The Negroes drawn by

On the other ~and the type

in g(;n ,,:. 1'.'11 , of the rurl21, ur.educ~ted

environment.

such as Vir~inia and North Carolina wher

spcnt on Hegro ed';cation; and, secon .Y.

coree i'roill families that have worke.d for gen

!'.nd servants in white families.

the. cOT'plllx Negro problom-or

,',ohitss have been an aid to them in
•

in all interview t:tat

nUll.bnrs

Negro is lovv.

V. TY~E OF NEGRO IN DETROIT
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996 \aJl~w0rE' given. 61

thoy cQuld not wri te.

Of

uneQucpt6d type is sho~n by the cnE~ers

That in ~en8ral th& class of Negro

,

56 unknown ['.nd 33 not I"iven, of

,
E8 ten yoars, 10 eleven years end

hrd spent more than twelve years,

in hig]; school without giving the
•

106 four yorra, 99 five yeers, 110 six
l ~ I

144 Gigbt ~T(;anl. Thirty-five had

of tho 924 heeds of families

had beon in college; ttirteon hur'.

school, eight a trade school

od gave sout];ern statoD.

62 that

-Cc,r·l quosti.:n:· "How many

'-..[;choolin;r, 15 h']<1 hal one ye ar. 20 two



Eighteen gave better

to a great extent.

16 "clerks" and 16 "miners".

- 18 -

That the" type of Negro in

further illustrated by his former occup .

to Detroit. Of

from the south, their

of answers given for people directly

laborer and farmer.

Of the 741. heads of families

professions were

"factory laborers" and "porters" '. 18·

32 "house-work", 27 "truck driver",

leaving their homes in the South,
\ ,

for "gene'r.il::i better cO;1ditions"; 194

opportuni ty and ad'l'ancement 'lS. their

in the city.

102 gave financial improvement; 24 ws

16 were dissatisfied; .22 came becaus

mention.

20 came because their .relatives

for children as the motive;

That Negro labor has been dra~"'t>o

forms of advertising employed by Detroit

15' better protecti.on. se-ven

si"x said

here"; 20 came on visits. liked

:ij8.St out of Town o.ccupation

Reasons for Leaving South



'l'hese

These families wereimmediately after.

the South is the general cla1.m.

- LJ -

While there are no dj.stinct

white groups re.ther freely, at that time

social and economic opportunities

by self or members of the immediate famil

paid by employers, 17 by friends and five

place of immigrancs after the r9cent immigrat io_

Government.

passed; and some came as strike-breakers.

"who paid oarfare to Detroit", the majorit

address while in the city.

is brought out by the fact that of 926

"Other Detroit addresses" only 29 said

That the Negro population of Detroit

addresses, or didn't care to give

was evident from the interpretation of the

filling addresses was inadequate,
\ >~

locations was rio~obtained,

had probably had n;ore but because they had

sanitary houses or for a different moral

~cause of economic advancement make the

r'-'
I VI. NEGRO CLASSES

Negroes in Detroit, today, a 11.ne of dcmarc

I drawn between .the "Old-Detroi ters" and the'

The "Old-Detroiters" are the remnants of the..
that settled in Detroit during the slaveTy period



had

The. old

THis is

However, all leade

professional

end with the conscqu2

class's attempt to adapt

of the whi.tes caused a 011

unaccustomed to the northe

of receiving a friendly

The Old Detroiter recogni

Ncg~o population c

a tendency towards the est

coming to ho

Detroiter, in his turn, re

muoh concerned with keeping

The New Detroiters felt a

what to him was "a cold world"

Old Detroiters previously.

the group as a whole.

the' Old Detroiters mi ;(ht

whole since s;~~ of them

the New Detroiters failed to follow

the two groups for political

after years of work in politics;

business enterpris5s_in

CQ.pi tali.zed.

to recognize the value of

that a better feeling

the New Detroiters.

Detroiters resented also, in a

U'positions by the newcomers which
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~ ~ -~-~ --------

end

This, howeVer, is D6t

Th2rc are various

-However, rr,ost of these groups ~hav

In some cities of th2 South and

.There are, as there are in every group, c1

ocltursl interests.

haS been one of the great9st

come down from the Old Betroit based on

interests.

are maintained on d~gree of color, but this

fessional Intet8sts, to enter.

Detroiter, who has as good a cultural

history of the mixture of the two

definitely colored.

has no class lines made on such a basis.

race that are light complexioned, do net

pass as white, and thi~ s inoreo.sestheir e
•However, there are no classes of such peop

feeling; it is\m~eIY a matter of exp0dien

There has be2n some class feeling

oOondaras a~a na~1vl·ty''"'~v" .•.1 .. ,.~U_. ,

Negroes but is also evirenced among the

~foiters with their group life based

~ealthy Jom~ercially.
I



The

Mayor's lnltex'-nlcial C:OXOIlli
by

a Special
under the ge.,eral I:lir"di,on

Detroit Bureau of Gc.~,rnm,mt:all(.es,~ar,



The Negro in

Section III

INDUSTRY

Prepared for the
Mayor's Inter-racial Commi

by
a Special Survey Staff

under the general Direction of tbe
Detroit Bureau of Govern~alRes

1926 .~

"



. _. -----~-------

The survey of the Negro in DetrO! ,
report is one of twelve sections, has been ade for
Mayor's Inter-racial Committee under the im
direction of Forrester B. Washington, executiv
tary of the Armstrong Association of Philadelp
and Robert T. Lansdale, of the sociology departme
of the University of Michigan, assisted
Carlson of the sociology department of
of Michigan, Frederick I. Daniels
department of Central Normal Scho
Harris, graduate student, Universit
Wayne L. Hopkins, former instruct
Institute, West Virginia, Donald C.

\ sociology department of the University of ansas
J:Delps S. Otis, graduate student, University of

sin. It is expected that this survey will fumis
basis for an official report to be prepared and pub
by the Mayor's Committee. The surv
by the Detroit Community Fund, t
expended through the Detroit Bureau of Govern
Research. This Bureau has edited the su
not assumed responsibility for the collect
data used in the reports .



TilC impol'tcl1 CC

TIle !:l0fl.cls of

the! pr incipal lc.rge

Nurro families i~ various seatio
"

2. ;,intcri!11 takon from stadics rm:,d

~. 2ersonul ~ntorviews

1. '.~LTOUgb qnu3tionnniros fille

Tho material on tho

::end manufacturing firr.;s in Detr

condi tion imen'oved b;r coming

which 769 replied in the affirmati'7

\ .To c'rJyth"T qU')c·tlon Je.s to tr'J
~

in Detroit, only 3 out of 1000 fave

376 nnswBTed "Finanoially' an
53 Ul;j"Vf.Jl'od" Iflnd.us'trial 0l.j

i~)TOVed eco~omic or indl1ntriSl

. Of 707 whu 8.l1Gwe:ce'i the

meining here •

brcught out in tho [ollol"ing slur.ma

not say \~hy,· bu t of. the 612 wl;o.

whether trey iI'tended, to r;-;ake

cured from tho following sources;

SO:THCES AITD 1Jlg~EODS ~----_._------,-

·of 1000,-,I11'e ",'Jorkinr: conc'itions"

"Bched ulo cerd.

, a r oas aD for 10 aving. As



I.iost colored VI

Tbo . cor.,ing cf th8 World Wnr in
\_~ .-

this sJtuntiun but soon tho

industries of Detroit.

tic ·'wi! [lerson"l service and in these .L

In 1920 Detroit had

. (e) After the World Wrr.

-2-

5. Intorvic~s with

HISTORICAL RESU!~

4. Interviews witt

ployrr,ont ugen~ios.

6. Intervie~s with

At outbrod~ of World Wrr.

ViD,S n kOI~n C0D111Cti tor, the .Negro takin

In 1910 thL totnl po~ul~tion of

which tlw Negro popu1r.tion WUG 5741j

Neg:::oo in

w~~r industries opened lip ft new field

faotor. (See Table 4 belo"!)

gnve him ~is first ovportunity

over 21 Y8firs of age rnd 12,107 were

oecu~eti0ns end 66 unskilled occupations
•

of age. On the basis of

were 16,000 Negroes in the

F. :9. Vi.s.shington) it is n conscr17 nti"F"O

40,838 or about 4% were Negroes. Of

.vc,re ongnged in 36 .. killed



,.-.....
I

the skil

Since 1 SJ 20 the H

doubled. The 1925 ceJSu

the city; 30,948 aduJ.t

sUltsof the present

that there are between 25

Detroit establishments to

Tl1.8 Nl£GRO IN niDUSTRY :rODAY

Questionnaires were son

establishffionts. With one

as to th, number of Negroes

fi rJ:: ,d v iq,: ouly an up jJi'O): i

Tetal questionnaires sent to
Totel'replies received •••••.•••
Total firms er.:pl·oying Negroes

~otDl nu~ber of Nogroos
(one approximr.

Ll~lcs..•..•••..••
Fcmnlo8~•....•..•
Sex not ~ivon•.••

. _._.......__..._------------........
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40)0
2200
850
530
500
454
438
393
300
275
230
215
200
200
180
179

9

PUblic Scrvice~~.~.U~7_.D•• ~-.

rcrsoIlr.l Service .. 0 D' fl. ,'••••

BUilding Tr~~csO.OR.~~••• ~.:~_••
Dep~.rtr:Jent st,'rns. etc." ••••••••
Lii,scellr:i1cons." ' .

hun ufr:c turing fmd Foundr

(Li~tcd QecordinF to

T-O:iAL ' -.-.

T£lble 2

Ford 1viotor 't;;::> (Ai)l"rox)
(YQrliWm)~

11 Hir:i,1r.h1d .2[=,rk
Dept. o~ .2ubli6 Works

(~Dodge Brothers
V -Studebaker Cvrporation

.2ackard Ivlot or Co 0

U. S~ ",ost Office
~ Detroit & Clav.Nav. Co.

liiorrmn 8: WI'ir:ht
Cadillac Motor Car Co.
~ich. Copper & Brass Co.
U.::;.Al~:Djnun Co.
1,I"rray Body Ce.
kidland ~tBal .2roduets Co.
HUdson Lotor Car Co.
Detroit Steel Broruets Co.
DetroitStael Casting Co.
E. G. Cl.ristinn Co.

\,

Viti teto[,c~ & l:eles Co.
P[l:r~·=er-V'.·cbb Co.
Chc'Holct :.iotor Co.
3".;1'.1 i,inlls:,b~8 Co.
(H ~r.e wi ttheld )
kcCord R:..:.d iator J..i£g. Co.
Detroit Soamless Steel
E~crett-~intGrs Co.



'r.AElIE 3 - con ~inue(l

8

6

9.

2

4

35
2

FelT.alRs

11,1

105
100
100

90
80
75
75
75
75
70
70
67
65
57
55
50
46
40
40
40
38

* 35
34
30
28
86
25
25
24

* 20
18

Hotel .2almetto
I'coples Outfitting C~.

Capital Brass Works
Atlas Foundry Co.
Union Belt Co.
Detroit Edison Co.
;,li oh igan V<11vo & Foundry
County Offices
D. J. Eoalc~' Sr.ops
gvcninp: IJ e:t,vs .6.88n.

, I ~

r

Albert A. Albrect Co. 180
American H&.diator Co. of. x,dch. 118
W. E. Wood 118

Tryant-Detwilor
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PlIny Stokes Corp.
Eup) Lotor Car (la"
G. S. R2dintor Corp.
Eotal TullJ)r
Detroit A~h]etic Club
C:brysler Corp.,
Bohr. AlumiD1Zlf: [, Brass Corp.
Detroit Lutrrca,tor. Co.
Fod oral 11iocul -Corp"
H8:::,;rlond- 3tffild isL Co 0

kic~,Srrelting & Refining Co.
Webster Hall
Tir;u~on Detro i t l(;~] e
CLi cago i'noul'.at!,c Tool Co.
Detroit S-t-ave WC:rl':"D
Detroit For~ln~ Co.
Burroufhs ;"ddjng J\l&chiue
Lincoln kator Co.
Bowen ~roducts Co.
Cro~ley-bilner Co.
Fisher Body Cor~.

--'0- Name of Companx



~ Name of Cocpany

A. \7. "Kutsche & Co.

~eninsular Stove Co.
Longl"fg • Co. .
femberthy Injector Co.
Gemmer Mig. Co'.
J. L. hudson Co.
Ternstedt lifg. Co.
Standlird .2eninsl<la Brawler
Newcomb-iLdi cott
Custodian ~crvice

Eureka Vacuum Cleaner Co.
Corrick Brotl:ers
I;ic]'iran Bell 'l'elephone Co.
liIndi son-·Lenox
Detroit RWlgO Boiler h Stool
Iroland &; bi:.thows Idg. Co.
S. S. Krosr:o Co. (Storo 1)
~~d [>;0 Dotro it ;"ot or Cur Co.
r~.fimonu EODcr S)tlcu Ccrp~

Groat Lak()B EnC'. Vlks.
"S-elmoiocr :B'y,(')·tbers
Himelhocks BN?s.~& Co.
Times PUblishing Co.
Fur::;st Cl ...o.nors & D;,'cHs

,Rickonbackc:r I!lOtor Co.
Wollor ~aunrry Co.
Cable Drapur Ba~ing Co.
Eot"l Lincoln
Hotul Brookins
American Brass Po Iron Co.
Domby J,lCt or Tr uck Cor jJ.

Richmond-Backus Co.
11. d. Customs
~Qr~, Davis & Co.
Blinl1ur Laundry Co.
Whi to &['10 Laundry
Gregory, ~.inyor 8; Thom
Amorican Ladv Corset Co.
Detroit Gru)hite Co.
Bureau of I~~igr~tion

Russoll Whnol & Foundry Co.
Torns Coal & LUP.lbcr Co.
Go o. G. liltlrt in
Cross Launury Co.

* Sex not given

17
16
16
14
13
12
11.
n
11
10
10

* 10
10

8
8
7
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
5
5
5
4

* 4
4
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1





\



ON THE ORIGINAL DRAWING

'L



I.~LI: .--•••••••••••••••

TOTAL

TABLE 3

F.b~\~LE •••••• ~ -•••••••

\ "

~." -{;RuWTt1 Ii! U,jE OF HEGRO

::>EX UN CERTAIN •••••••

(From Em_Jloyer's Questionnai L.

-7-

Tho stntement hos been ~Ddc

Of th. 31 fjr~s who ropl~ed but

,

CONTINUED DoS OF COLORED LA30R

colored l~bor hnvo cctlsud

moreover, Dre using n vcry

But the rOJlies show thrct the firms w1:'ich beg

laborers ~t the timo of t1:'o war continue to e

supply in Detroit todn~'.

22 firms did not rCJly on this point.

now. n inc str. ted th['.t they no ver di d er~ploy

,A.l
/ EmJloyed before war period 26 Fir~s

EOl'loyed l'iU rinp: the war
period ·W "
Employod sinou war p"riod 14, "

Not giv<Jn 40 "
~'0TAL 120 "



co':ered by tIlis survey were

sn ..,
<.,.;. ~( ,

~olabor, end muny g3ve hirJ 50

kind 0:' [' ,jobo

I.l throe large autorwb il8 plnJ\ ts

positions h industr;\,. ISee.l':;.blo 5)

Al ttough the gre2t bulk of r:r

are found in the llrocesses invo

Man;r em'lloyers fe 1 t that 'sil

In Table 5 are listed

Ia) As a Common T,~bore:JZ

-'--use of colored lcbor.

to bo m~tts, or if

Th0rc

soldiers .. '

WHERE TEg lIEGHO WORKS

dllction in working forco,

ieclly (!vory departmonto He is given

about 11,000 Nogroes, tho Negro

progress if to stUdies ~nd shows

plc,nts SOIl,O colored rlen have

yet tho number of colored

the nUrlber of colored men

r'Y
(aro still llSOr! in mWlY position~,

manual l~boro~, but he Lva
'~

skilled jobso

~, Ib) As u Skill.ed Laborer.



Spr['.y p2.intors
Stoc.n ha "t'ors
Ycrd Lnbor-Insido
Ruugh grinc',ors
J •.nitors
Hoat troators
Sdppinf, labor
Riviters
Hoaters
Moulder holpors
Cas ing 01 oavo:r s
Cupola oh!lrgors
Dri vors
Fnrnaco foundr;jT

Sl:ILLED

l'OSII'I0H S WGD :s Y N!~GROES IN I:mUSTRE

, DEGPEES OF SI:II.L··-l.iLLE

TABLE 5

r..(:'1 phon 01::ec1:no ··.i':"inst tho lists in

\/,)

would como under tho clnss of skilled

sidcrr.blu. A stud;)' of tho rotu~ns on

SC.lt out imi icc.tes t]1' t r.bout 35% of tL

Wh,l ',ro distinctly c,bo,'o tho 1(:'.'01 of

r. L~irly Lif,h Wt:go,'md DGtroi,:t's quott:

this tho l,rgo forco of s,,:illod I.nd sur.:i·-sL:i

0,1 81:illod jobs in tho nutomobile

motor~Ln, chnuffoura, wnitors, chefs, I.nd so

cl~8sLs of ~killcd or somi-skilled suc~ ~.B c

['.uta l--;l~ch['.1iics, P.lcchinists, etc.

Thoro ~re D~ny skilled Negrees in

st~tionrry LnrrinGors, structLr2l

-9-

Grinders
:rv~o'.J_lc1ers
Cl:..iplJCrS
l~:ix\;rs

COTot1f1.kcrs
Roamers .
Ov·.m Tondor
l'rGSS o)crator
B::l.rbors
Eloctric weldor
Cor,unt ~'inishor

C(lr~)r.ntc>rs

.Plc.storers
HOisti~g onginners

~rou:ps such [;8 c['.r~,)cntcrs, b:ricltl.~.yor8,



In the f~~ily schoaulos. to tho

The ho '!c1s of tho ff'.milios

PUGS Irbn
111r'.rkors
Cutters
TiMo ke
Anneel
Meet cut
Mortr.r
i'lncing st
Butcher's
El8veter op
Wei tors
Vn:Let

Unknown ••
Not Gi

Yes ..
No ..

trede lf ?

Erobute court clerk

Asst. To rrosecuting
Attornoy

rrobc.te Offi~8~~
Engineering Dept"'.Asst.
Asst. l,ccount"n t
Chief ~ccountent

era of Suporvisors
Foremen shipping Dept.
Her.:l rorter
Dec'.rator

~ssistGnt Wcshmc)il
Firo~Dn-~1ginoors

'i1ringor end Wnshmon
Gar~ge :'1:' ehc.nic s
Mill wrights
Cooks
Chefs
B..:..kors
Clerks (U.S.2.0.)
Sub. 'Clerks If

ClJ.rr i ers If

SUb-cerr iers If

Spea.Del.C~rriers

Chauffeurs
Truck DI'ivers
Border ~atrolmen

SKILLED

Elevator st~rter

Butcher
DeJmty Sheriff
l'c.x Clerk
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In tho Public Servic£

In tho Public Sorvico in

( c)

Tho Public Service seoms to bo

Union). Moet of tho Vlor~ in this doprrtnon
\

lr,bor such r.s ~oot cloMing, rop:liring,

2CCOl1J.1t::nt, clerks, cr,rriors, ate. ["lPO

,., i tl, tb; exception of f,:rbLgo truck

In tho Do)rrtmont of PUblic Works

wocon at 45¢ por hour.

pttrolccn who receive ~1800

In tho Buronu of I~igrQtion thoro I'.

whom 4 2ro women. Tho

Offi co, of whom 31 :,ro

.;~1200 por ~'c:~r. Thoro

af ,j.::nitross, nindoVi V!f'.shors ,"-€tc.

(,J'.-'lCl to I'.t lOl'.st ono Nogro

In the Uniter1 Stutes Treasury

sorvice) of Detroit thoro Bre

is em tronch8Cl nne1 Dr.king progrose. This is

,~S clerks [~t ~~2000 n ycc.r, t(md one

to tl,o f:,ot thnt these posi ti·ons rr,o

five nrc women, mestly in tho

ExC'.T1inctL'ns Dn1 nc,turclly he cannot very \'1011

atOll "W' iust. Those in charge

rY
I In tho Customs Service



Tc.b1us

2
4

25
213
65

1fJ9
177
169

94
31
2!r
'±

14
7
3
3
o
1
o
3
6

_1-73 _

1000

-12-

TOTAL

"5',I
6,·10
11-15
16-20
21.- 25
~~6-30

\ 31-35
,j,,",6-40

-i1-45
'46-50
51,,55
56-60
61-65
66-70
71-75
76-80
f31-85
86-80
91-95
96-100
Unknown
Not given

(Eo~~s of fnni1iosJ

ViFJ:;il Y WAG},; lIT DIJTROIT'-------

,

be G~kes n goo1 0Dp1cyee. ~nd gets n1ung

fl;rnis:tecl by tl:CJ fc.nily schoclu1cs ~'11'

TABLE 6

pl<yors. Thu [l'FOrago l~Lnthly wage; for tLu

'\
fc~jlics ~LS foun~ tc bo ~146.G5.

to Detrdt.

"....
I



LAST OUT 01/ TO"lll Vi,'EEl~LY WAGE

AVERAGE WAG~ RATES EMPLOTLRS'SCHEDULES

;~~5 14
6-10 47
11··15 112
16-20 112
21-25 95
26-30 64
31-35 36
36-40 24
41-45 16
46-50 '1
51:"55 7
56-60 2
61 ...65 2
66-70 2
71-75 0
'16-80 0
81-85 0
86-90 0
91-95 0
96 ....100 1
Nat p;iven 435
Unlmown 24

\
,-"- ~:"s.L 1000

-13-

TABLE 7

}<'rem "Ghe employers r schedules has been
,
average wage rates pe~ Lour and the nu~ber of fir~

sare:e wi U the total nUT:!ber of T:!en to whoT:! it

Averar;e Rate per Hours_ Firms

80 to 90t =d overD (note) 5
70 to 79</ 4 384
60 to 6St 17 1,111
50 to 5° ' 52 7,207·Il
40 to 19~ 15 1,045r-
Under 40$1 1 3
Othl'r tbm by the l'our 16 . 699
Not givun 9 1 079
TO'fAL 119 11,571

Note: The average rate per hour at Fords at this time. (July
1926) was 85t per hour. They employed about 10,000 Negroes i
all parts of tho plant but their average w'.".go rate 'could not
determined.



No

Yos

il ot

4

109

120

7----

lHeny empleyers str:ted accur('.tc

AJ:~ SIN:~ES---_.-

receives excellent w2ges, usu211y the

A conservutive estimate

55~ <Jor hour for the working group. Tho

:[or hoteQS of fnmjlies [:13 brought out

studieG wns founel to be $H,6.55, but this

R~.20RTED DI:B'Fi~Ri:~NCES

skillocl trcdos 2nd

C,-S sh01'1ll in Treble 9.

jf ~ny, diGcrimi~rtion fG to ~~gcs on

-14-

~l and business men. ','!here the Nogro crn

TABLE 9

buc: usc Nugroes ~.nd whi tea Vlore not

criminetion in ptey on tho same job.

else th:-.t :,'Ihite men did not do the snne

Non", of ".;ho Nogro worlucrs

ing with some employment managers instances

stated th~t they were not ~orking on

the job was slightly changed or the process

the II egro 's 1'10 rk was not quite the sa./:le ane.

times paid less money. Some employment



It \lr.s n.lf~Odrain upon his money w~ges.

if: frorur..ntly hir,hcr thr:n th~ t of rl}"it,"

matter of wa~es was discovered

-15.-

There"is'no a~parent discrimination

portr:c1t llOci~ion in hi~' corr.r.mnity. Tb1

Negr~es wers given the poorer jobs.

While little discrimination Qg~ins

bUdgets ~rcpar8d by tho Visitin~

a Negro loader thnt thu Bcaln of livin~

Negroes com)ared with tho whites.

]lhe high cost of h,)using for th'e

U,erefore, oarning less ,proportionately

job b0cruse tho Nngro usually hns

o.Cl1 Hion it is str'.ted b~' social worlcers

there is a m~rked differenoe in the

grou~,as a whole is working on

quuntl;; r.r:s \,~~8ition of lc:'dcrsU)

church to which. ]le' hns to adj ust his

whioh r:ro'to be found

HOURS

jobs wl:ich require longer hours of work, or

sinco thoy are tho.only jobs ho can ,'ot wh1

tim n living wage. M~ny of his

firemen. utc.) nro ~0dious, long hour"poo

tho Negro hes to take them because ho can

i:.ccordinr: to two omployr.lOn t J:](;nr gors, n Nog

llce:ro in the, bours of ,-'ork on tho snme job.

~ li~ht on this matter.
i
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2

~1

1
4
9

2
3--800
3

19'1

163
84
18
33

3

1000

1f0.~viduels

~LE 10

HOURS DAILY H1 DET:qOIT (:B11~mil;V,~=~

TOTAL

3
01
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
US
14
15
16
Indefinite
Not givcm

previous residonce.

'1'he m:crket demand for hi's lr.bor in the better jobs is

Nep'o :',nd. th:~t he worj;~ fewer hours in Datroi t

.-'-:- To.ble 10 2nd 11 show th:~t long ho urs 2re not tho rul0



11
68
24
16

120

/

11

]!'irms

-17-

9
501

1
4
6

.148
58

162
11
88
o

12 --490'

1000

Indiv iduco.ls

TABLB

ACCORDING TO O.2INluNS OF

TOTAL

Lore bffici8nt
:.:lnr;Jc l~f:fi cioncy'
L'JSS j~i'ficiont

Not Given

TABLE~

KB'.i<'IGI:';i~OY OF NEGROi~S AS OOllil:'AR:CD

TOTAL

Thi f3 indi c.n,tos thct two-thirds

The fol10 1"ling t"·.blu indicc·.tes the Ul~)

the; COml):r.·tiv\··~9fiCiunC~1of tl.uir

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

Unlmown
Nat given

officiont GC white workers on tho sarno type

82%. of the men. boliov.od thc,t -shoir coloruc1.

oven mora so.

""'"i
Q~:J':r~,() of Lfficioncy



...

,,'}or Kers.

7
68
33
12

120

Fi rrr.s

rn.ABLb; .13

On 1..1'.'0 wLole tLe COInjjl1l'i son is les,

Tte conclusion is t],at tte No::;ro \':orl-cr

1']-8 following table stOI'!S tJ;c rnslll ts o~chc cketl •

I\'lo rt; Rt1.[;ular
. ·'.Bame

Less
Not c:; "0;1

; son of regnlari ty of two .grol'.ps.

(Noto--On~ rr~oup of ahout 600e mon were re}orted
I:;OYO -i{ref\ular H

• This m8.t8J..'iB.ll~T

-'~

-18-

REGUL-".RIJ'Y OF THE NEGIW

Def,roe of Re/Tlllari ty

more cc'rtai:l data to nse, as regular it;; can

'l'O'l',~L

rc~~lar t~un the w~ito ~ork0rs on tho G[~~G job.

hetter .flaid jobs.

less r('rvl~r, ~lthough in t~e minority. hiru tt0

number cf il ogroes, and. includ.e the group of l;;orr;

able to tLe Neero in this case than it was in the rOJort

wLolc. <ere slightl;y less regular than D. like grou[l of

~ In comparin~ the regv~arity of the two

,....... 01..1'·.1' 1;['(,'; the groli.fls of E:mploycrs w],o bGli')vC N'-1':1'0
I •
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inaiffcront fcttitude tov][\rd the job.

dove ral othors stnted thnt if vihi te men Lnduels.

Sevorcl fo.ctors v;hich effect tho regulnri ty

turnover in Negro end. white groups were

The;)' lOGy tL:,t tf1e southern \"orkers have acquired
/)

interI:Ji ttent occnpf\tion I'.nd nlongwith this hevo

Seuth ic considercbly effected by his southern wo

viOVied 0,1 t1": is sUbject. Severnl employers stated thn

A nUllr,er of cmplo;)'ers mentioned tLet the effi

of :legro norlme:1 "'ere mentioned by er1)10yers "11":0 v:ere

tl,c s"mc sort of environment 0.8 the Negro they vlould

ineffi cion t ~,;1c1 irregulo.r. ThGSC em~)loyers

regnl. ri t;)T of tYe Negro workmnn who hLos recentl' com

t1":eir nnrl.388 visi ted. ~ick colored employees tho;\, were

Ii vini' co,ldi tions whici: vlorcso bad that trc~' fol t

sponsiblc for tho unsictisfcctory working hebitsof

(1m; t,tp.n.

was doing ~ell considering the difficultics

.
but tJer.t ttc l101']COlcIUrs from the South do not r.!ccsure

t[\bulrtu. 1'to follo\'ling teble r.ttempts

Some (;L,:>lo~'(,rs f:eve a p cr.cc:ntggo nnd n con~[ risun wi tr. the

\.'hito worl:ers. Where n porcentnge wns given the cOI:1pnrison

ing th[\t thu Negro who works in tho North for

('~.P'dluclly gets ",'Ir,y frol'1 hi s southern habits.
i '
oxpressed tte ideo th(:t tho northorn llegroes



[legro thun tho average.

3

8
8
4

1

1

,i.'2 sl:ovln in Tablo 15thc;y hu.vc he lei 0

on index of tho length of time tho hoods

Tho following tables frorr, tho far-:il;!

their prosont jobs and tho nunbor of a

6,000 ~n( 4,OO~. roportod thoir Nogro
/)

forl::or c~so "bott~r (loss) tL~n for

of ::arr:ili,s have boen on the s£!mo job

,)
.I'Ll, t"JQ fl'.ctorios ol::p1oyin i2:

thousand Negroes stated that 40% of thei

C"80 "sr.T"O ,'S for writes". Another p

TU.I'AL

(.~:ccording to

AI"Ol;Tl.' OF '.I'UBle OVlffi

SCC1:C turnover
I1 0 Turno,'o r
Not f':in;n

Up to 10~
11 to 30;;
31 to 50;'0
51 to 70;;
71 to 90:;S
90;:0 ~n(~. 0"7C r

,1J.ad been v'i tt tb:ll"j over two ypars and
iThese three plants represent firms payin i2:



5
4
3
2

3
2
i

11
10

9
·8

7
6

~.
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4
4
5
6
5
2
6
5

21
20
30
63
50
58

100

HlDIVIDUALS

. O'rElm .t'O"ITIOllS I~l

I·j one
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Unlmo'vn
Ii at i~' i -\ren

i·l11~,lJr.'r of EJth·:)r
£.c i:.~ 1. t i 0.-,'1",,8 _

TniJ~

26-30 ynars
21-25 11

16-20 11

15 11

14 11

13 11

12 11

11 11

10 11

9 11

8 11

7 11

6 "
5 "
4 "

"""I
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following tables.

The Garbage Truck Drivers and Helpers Unio
organized and nearly 100% colored,. but it's
could not be ascertained.)

Two qucstions were asked on tho

ing trade union membership. Thesc results Erc give

Union

following table represents Negro membership

1ABLE 17

m~GRO UNION j,.[;;].J3~RSliU IN D;ETRO_:L~

survey. Individual unions were a~proached. ho~ever,

extent that information was volunteered.

Steward's UniJn (Gt.Lakes Shipping,~tc.)
Laundry ~ork8rR (women)
Laborers Gnion
Bricklayers
Plasterers & Cement Mixers
Carpentere
Street Car If-un
boulders
hoist & rortable Engineers
Garment Harkers
Typogra}hical

~ DETROl1' ,CGRO _lIlD OF-GANnED L.'\BOR

It was very difficult to get data

standing in the Detroit labor unions because·t~e

Detroit Federation of Labor refused to c_operate

T1TAL

"",,(3 ate 
I



Some of the labor leaders interviewed

by the Em)loyers Associntion.

the financing of the employment department

TOT;~L

No Union membership ••••••••• 84
Belong to ~omo union •••.•••. 3
No answer ••.•.•••• .••••·••• ~-.,,,]t2

TABLE 19

REASorl ];'OR NOT BELOlHi-IllG TO

-23-

Have no trade. e .•..•....••.• .-175
No noed to join .•.•......••. 323
Too old. too much expense

or im}ossible •... ft •••

Did not join because of
s()grcgation ····-·

No answor ••.•. eo' eo ••••••••: •••40

TOTAL

'PR ''',~ 'TilT I 0'" I u" .-0' 'T' ,., I ' '::;~c=.t1.U=~:"_"'~'::..'=::'J.,-=:.·,=~,.==l.U~L~·,\_<i.tl r AI.iON G

(FroID Studi es of 1000 Families)

ag(;ncios urge the Negro to bo a "scab" and

a wbite and a colored labor leader claim t

because they constitute a menace vlhen outsicJ.e

is such because he is the unconBciouS tool

Several labor leaders say that Negroes are

.
as a strike breaker even though they frequent

In the above sample slightly

claim to have been prevented from

ation than 'the

"""labor uni ons.
i
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v,orkmen. Othor unions .. while they 'belrren

At other times it

"In some

Time and a~aln these officials

problems, ,-;s well [IS mi sunderst['.ndings. In

1l1so w"st s r. v,;lu['b10 ojJjJortuni ty for coloroc1 N'lC

the grol,nd tfnt it d issip'1tos the strength of the

union membors to get togother and thrash out

D,0,10y to h,-,ip tho colored mon orgnnizl sucf 10

Som-:J officirls exprossed r. willingncGs to

ed "",orkor. '1'he union whicr. took him in al~JY,ittcd

the Negro made a better member, came

beon foun:l very successful, cend no troutle hr.s 2risen

tt~t it oould not give the NeGro equal treatment,

colored :nd vihite membors of with oJYljJloyers.

Ruid his dues better, and took a more active

On the '?ther hand, rlany union

wi th f~ f.1cr;:orJrshil) of over 400 , this mixed tY_~){J

Union officials werc eivided on

that their colored members were as loyal and staunch unio

devices, ¥lnnte0 Lim unionized in sOJ~r~to

discriminlltion on tho omRloyor'a refusLl to Dcce

affairs.

not Dant him, in many cases.
I

as were the ~hite members.

Rraises 01 Negro meffibers.

r'llnioils which ,.dmi t colored men object to this
i



"

85

134

'19--

Bonuty J:'nrlor
Cir:cr Holler
Clurk
Dr LJ s s- m,kcr
Dentfll Asst.
HOl1se\'lork
Hotel
LC.undress
I1l2id
iJurso
..2rocsor
Storekeoper
Waitross
Tec:cl:er
Not given C -.

TOT.'L

1000 FALIILY SChEDULES

TABLE 20

wom:Hl G '!OLll~~1 IN

OCCU.:?ATlms OjP IIIVES 0/ liliAD::>

\'/}:ile it is known th,lt there: c.ro

is vGr~ difficult to locate

in tl_lJ industries, storos, shops, ~n~

for t1:c, follo\"ing t,~blcs 0

who Dny ec;loy colorod TIonen, nor

TABLE 21

dOl~cstic s,'rvic(). 1'1,0 f:.;~ily scl:edulos -

TO'i'AL

Nucb'Jr of d:ufhturu working

-o-TRE NEGRO WOlvLAH AND DETROIT nmU::>1'RY

"""i



Tbc

.i<'loor
rrr;.blc Lln.icl
.'2:ccs2"';rf:~

The noxt largest

. .throughout tho Clty.

It h- "t,tir:"ntcc. by llegro lenders

§KJ__J_,L_O_"'_....:==~'----"_:.:_-=_===.:.;:;

Clerk
i~1c:vr:t0r c
H0nsc~')urk

Hotel
L~'xndrcss

l,it'.id

[iiusic ~cachGr

8 ...:-oin1 v1oTl-:ur
St cnof~rf:pl::er
Swi t ciib 0 ocr] Op
2Iot given

"ABI,E 23

S t (;r~0f?:l" ;~.pt:::::::-:::

T;y::piBts
Cle r 1-::3
El(;v'- tell" ) ;:crt',lr8'
Tri rC:'~:ji."1rr ~!:i :rls

(in-pn~king house)

"J:nu;n-----

tOf1.chfJru, S 'oir.1 workers,

grOGp is f':u~f ill the g:.rr.ant trades,

I"-'
i

HCJgr,:: \,~}(jr'C;il in t}::.c lnunclry (~BtDbli

hotels t rcst ... ~nr(~nts r~Y}d oinil,:~i places

Gonts, etc. A sn~llor n~~bQr nr0
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ErGD 1,11 s)urces it may be estif.Juted th.

three thousand colored women employed variously

The head of the Womans Occupational

partment of Labor, says the colored woman

to work faces 8 very serious situation.

the industries of the city, not many po"i

her. Instances of skilled, well-educated

nere without work, or who had to 'tnke wor

beneath their training and nb~lity were

attention of the survey.

It was pointed out by several

place colored women thnt it is

cure jobs for thGl~ in offices.

give the excuse thrt their white office

for the introduction of Negro labor.

hoy/over, vlhore offices b,d omployolI

!',nd no di fficnl ty hed arisen.

The secretnry of the colored Y. W.
r'"'
'thore is little housing ~vaileblc

girl. TLe Y. W. C. A. has ,rooms for 36

ca}ll.city of nll np.:oncios,in Detroit can

colored p.:irls.

fl".cilitic,s heve to live frequently

often in the vice uistricts, where

A social work~r pointed out thnt she

pIecing colored domestics because u greut

will not take thom~ Severnl people



about 6000 used "several".

the 120 emJloyers returning

They point out that formerly the same

questioned to get their attitude on vrrious pheses of

f'. vlhite boss. Fourteen colored workers trkcn at r['ndom

The assertion was frequently made that the Nogro

industrirl life, and not one of these exprossed

NgGROl\S Iil SU-"l~P.VISOP.Y CA£lACITU;S

On LiO other hand, it is clained by lIegroes

care of placements.

The Negro iE used little in su~ervisory

industries accord~ng to the replies from the

Many omployers of Negro labor say that

-28-

today it is not uncommon to see the two races working

genially side by side.

aro loath te try this experiment, and often

players hiring 968 Negroes used three; and one

capRoity; 23 emjJloyers hiring 8016 used but

worKers will not work with Negroes", it was said --

mixed groups, and white men will not work for a

to usc colored men in sUJorvisory positions

6437 colored workers did not use a Negro in

men.
•

raised to putting colored workers with white

-theYo is " need for e school to trnin colorecl girls

worL and a bureau to vouch for their efficiency and

~the situation by suggoBting such a possibility be



One \'!}'ite worker roported t.,

Is ~i"-onT Color IVh:"t color d;o
30[,3 !Tf;.ir" of boss. you pr0f,)r?

110 Colored Colored usuBll
Yes n " Bette

" n n UsuBl

" n n D,"1.' all
" Whi'lle n My a
" n n nett
n n n Fair
" n No preference DoeE
n n n n About
" " n n Non
IT n " " Not
IT :J 0 t gi"-')l1 " " 1

IT " IT Not given

TABLE 24

Cases of segrcg"tion of

-29-

t'vIC8n r"co3, considering on,) boss '-s good

for ~ r~itc boss. Some ofthesG norknrs

clt'.shes in their plants b8trIGen Negroes [Ind

groups cf white workers of otter,

in§; the: ir 'NO rk.

faIt that there was less fooling

thf':t Ii 0grons r.'-ero !.'m.ch Lorr::

r"ong 'Njcito Is·n th,m thay wero

cO'·(~r',d. I,lnny 8oployers who :forr:1Grl;y UG8d tr.is

Licr::bors of tl:oir oV1n rc.ce.

abendon0d it. Ono large firm which hud institu

de:fini te [mel 1"1811 org~ized syster: of sogreguti



-----_._----------

two cor.:-.puti tor~J

EOUcoej 0: labar nnrl noither nppoprs c<yni;':8rous

ti~;Q. 0yw tr.'vlr.: in

,£,,"1.1 i:j'flux of 'I:or':crs fror., C,.nadiIll1 tou,s.

not ot Q~~Eent epp~nr to be vcry large.

is ullog,j'l to ooC'.pGtu are the llexioans., One

nri'uJ ,oct ·.m tho faot that there are "ore

plo~'ccl Ilt tho present tine in Dotroi t inC(ustr~T.

assorts, tl;ou~h he ~ives no oviilonoci.

jot,s. Otj~or stUdents of tho lTogro lnbor

country cl"i!~ tl:nt the Hexicnn is oOJ~:.ng in boJ,iml

is pllshin~ hiD up tho scnlo.

pr"f<::r0l1c,,; for tl:·:, neGro 11:boror in Dotroi t boc,nus0 i:i'

English .'UF', is Qcqunintod \'Ii tl1 Ar::Dric[',n innti tutil.''ls.

adiition h" is Dore obediont

th,;l lNo~,l,' oontinue to inorease the nur:bcr

tbC);y" hnv'(] enlnrgod tto .iJ1nnt fucilitics.

posi t ion in inn.ustr;T vastl~' bC'ttor th,~n \'It,[·,t he

tij·,p,s. Soco (wploy8rs hilv( boen founil '.'Ino 1::'1vp.

Illw.ber of lJcgroes in their plants in grl)",tor proportio

TH3 FUTUR}~ OF THf<; NlWRO IN I'E'T'ROIT IHDUSTRY

Fro~ this stUQy it appears th~t,the nogro

becauso tho.white workers ignored the lines n

inst~nco nn objection was r.ado to working with

tho er';Jlnyor offeree!. tho objector tho opportunity to quit

job if h·~ diel not care to work witt: negrorjs;

-30-

V:i t;~ tJ'o lH'Os:Jnt r,'ntriction of iC'Li2gra "



TlOLI: A.

lation of a sa~)le

of coloreQ females in Detroit is s~oDn in

enti ~led HDitnations \!... i1tefl, li'err.ules" l.-;as an"

iLe follo"'in,'.' k,ble [lS colored are ads' in v']

nun:ber of colorea al' vl'rt i scwonts for .j obs.

chdd, L1 otl.er of tte ails ,-'torein color 'le,,,

defL1i tpIJ' E'teter' tlJit ELc VJ£:S co1orec.

Dr.tc Total k,s Hl'Lber
L:\~ted 1!ste(\-

JIW; . I;~ r:' L:.r (I 31 16
lH _.'~' i • 15 2
-, l) .' .... ~ . 8 1
~ .' • )," U (I

.) "

.3~·.H· 29 9t." j

(;,~. ~ilOnf' 6 3
"" ~'no8o ;33 t4{.,(,

r'?> ,'eel. 35
;:)1 '~ll} ur. 36 11
25 l~lr i (I 16 4
(~c Sat. 9 3
..:7 ;3 ~1n • 38 14
20 Lon. 13 6
c,'" T"J.8S. 26 9
'" .;')J ./ eCl! 27 14

TO'-2::..Id 322 125
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3cmk

Dime Savin~s 3Qnk
Wayne Co. t, HOl.:te 3Elvings BElnle
:':'eoJles State ::lanle
Detcoit SaVings Bank
l'irst National Eank
Billeric3n State ~ank

l'eninsuL.r 3tate Bank
Centr2.1 r.:L::.ving-s Bank
Ei.~~'111an,~",- :?c.rk :Jdnk

Table I

r!ill be notee1. that t'le thousand

random thruout the City anc'. the o1118\7erS are

\'TilS sou[,ht ~JY means of one thousand quest ionn

t;~e llic;hest value but has some significance

lo'.!in~~ re)orts. This ;ilethocl of Elrriving at

a.ccounts, ~)C1nle loans, ~)usiness establishments

economic levels mJlonb tlle negro

0811 as from the rankinG officials in

Creating

"0-,'i tiona:j. inforlIDtion with refel'ence to home

geo.~;ra)hic centers of

one thousand. colored families of Detroit,

~ccording to in10~.!ation secured from the

518 had bank accounts. In 238 cases, th08

o:~ tlle 280 accounts re:)Ol"tec: was ';:,115,820.

count for tho 280 was ::~4l3.64. TElble I show

these 8ccounts are carried.

-,.1n orc,er to stucty thrift 'jIlUong

bal1..1{S havinG a lal"ge number of JlTegTo C'.e"}os it

and im)re'ssions o'Jtaine··, :E:"om tlle officers b:r:'
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Bunk

Libert~T Sr'. vines
Nutinlll?l stcte
Geneva Bo.nk
Inkster Naticnal
Ri ver Rlmg c
IncluB trial B£:nk
Ockland l'ooples
Home Benlwrs
Mutual Savings
Per~ercl :38. vings
Pooplus' S[~vings

Wayne First NatLnal
Detr)it 'frust C,.'.
Cc.P.lr:J8rc ic1 S,.'. ving s
lkt Given
Texas

Totel

Tcble 2 sh,.ws lCP.l;unts on l'.cpC!si t

Tn.bl(;' 2

5000
3000·
2000
1800
1500
1000

900
800
700
600
500
400
300
200
100

75
50
25
10

5
Un~':.ncwn

N:t given

Total



•3

Oolored.

~here e~(i8t8 in Dct:'oi t

fil"st 0::':_ these is fillil1 & ver? D.efinite DP

8:11.11 10...:ns 11) to ';:,300. The stock in t;,is ,_

held. ;J',7 200 stoc;~;,l01(le:;;s, in inc~iviCll&l ::;''-10U
~

::150 to :':,6000. T;le totil1 v.:lluc,tiol1

is 091,000. The liltter institntion hilS D

·.Lite c;nc~ colo:'eC'.. It ;l::;S seven t:10nsJnc1

1925, :fi!1..... nce'.~ t2lG :,u::.'clll..~sin~~' of

\'!:lile it 'oic1s f,:,ir to d )'1010 t;,is n'lllfJer

H.omo Or:uorshi;)

of 212 hOLles O'..'ne :', '""

C0 ~ ':i.... if3il1(_" 2. tot<..-·l v.:::;ln~.ltion of )111, 000.



0;;. J3 n 11'-n" 'n' l" 0'1 ""e C'lC'(l to c.' 0 "1U......, ...... _~ ..;_).. J._ '-'_1. i,:." c... - .

coloref .)80)10 on n lun~ contra
refuse mart'~3e 102ns ;JeOilUSe t
l~r~or m~rgin of }rofit in lcrid
O}ST2tions. .

2. B2nks refuse to d2.ke l02ns t
:~or H,1' _'oses of 'lll,:rin,,: homeS
bco;~s '1eo,',llse they <'_esire to ;:,i,
th3 segrec:c:tion of colored 'leO)
8.re~13.

4-

1. The lJc.nks f:9L:.T to mnli:e loanv
neiGh"Jorl1oo(ls on 8ccount
deteriorution in values.

)rOSI)CTOnS \:tl1te customers '-inC. L:. mavins'

tho 1'o:;roes l o,::)']oitj' to [0" ve or the

ooj ccti,vo is to U3C the '):n);: :::nn(:;:; :,

colored honsin:: as suoh, "nil

;"lont t~,e Yos-ro, ',Jut (Lo not ::ee1 it ",'artn

)olicy ~ith reference to

lccok of )re jnC.i,oo. 'i'l~e ~JL.nk8 (10 not olL

dep9Si tors anc, the nUill;)Or of t~~eir loan



c1estractio:'1 o;~ V~~lnf)3~

r-:-:,xte the ·)erson,~}. cl1::r:~:ctel" of

b,:n]es h.:1Vo not sr,:~:'-icientl:J' :-:c1equ,:te

ch_r~cter 'lock o~ thorn. It is caito

I-tj.JD 2n~ h.ve coetrL-~ctea credit eztensio

clients in ';:,n~cin~_ c: nc', in the ll1othoclc; - of

t~,lcen over 'J y bet ter housecl Negro

sitUdtiol1 is much -)ettor. S omG of the

On the vYest siele, on tbe other hene, F

lj,'he suryoy ran into ,-'. grent 1:10ny instances

for D:~nk cr0~.:Lt :,".ncl tllOY Qre CldVlsin~ c:s

'.'hile not hoctilo to Negroes, still eta

A few of the yonnsor

~~:y to seek Nes~~ custOD ~~nf to o(nc2te tJl0i

-2;rOU-)S of negroes live end fpirly sooel
~ .-
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In C 2.nvcs sine: the ~)8.nl;:s, only one

cl'i ticism of the Negro c.S Cleposi to

COllntoreC'. cent. th~lt criticism W::lS ill

)rov81ont on the D~st

on the ~est side. It

.Negro accounts ~,re

Ho!;r oes use P'.8 ~)::nl( fOl' ~1uro1y

:)UTjOSes. lI'hL:t

on ".lair da.y 8nc-;' ',vithC"r~:w their d

S..1,.':11 ilri b10 ts

0:':' t110 8X)OnSO t:12.t 0:,J8ninG :t n

ent:.. i1s, the 1):~nks

this )1'oooss. It is

t11e:):::1".kers th.::t the

enjoys the sonsCLtion

hec.ctQuGrters c:nc.... , therefore,' ins'

his dO:10sit ~~t on8 time, he come.s

interv,'~ls i: nl', mClkes SJil:-t11 cle:,Josi ts



colored insuranco com)cmies

The amount of insurance in

lonGer them fcur

Detroit as of July 1, 1926

~:,5,000,(jOO o:f t;li.S e;nount was held in

~rhis is ~: very GOoc~ sho\'v'ing

Insurance--_._----

its nocClsQ

ctesiruble ane

churchos, locgos emd clubs is not

)ro)ortionate

Social ana Aggregate

It is estimc.tod tk:t tl'lo Nogro cllUr

as tate occu)iod by social instituti

siderable )ro~arty holdings. In

HOVJev01' , mor'o )ro;.lorty of this m:

neWnGE'S of tho c.Dlore'} groulJ,

Phyllis Vwoatley Homo Association _a

valued. ;It :::,16,000.

Detroit is worth in excess of ~2,0

}ro.1erty worth ovor <~l,OOO,OOO~

Glub hcs holc_ings v'Jortll about ~;)30,OO
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YE:rs, while OnE· b.8.s boen c·per[. ting fer

,
~ F"r the ;mrp... s€ elf this liltUC'.y qUGstionnui

'the insurl.nce cl.m;lD.nies cf the city. From

WE find (1) thnt thL bulk ~f thE insurance

"stnicht life" nne'. (2) thE; me st frc<}uent l)clic

ty;)e, which h£'.s been 0 st p;,pull:'.r wi th crlorec.

sr.lell weekly prcmi= rcquirul 8.nel. beceuse m-s t

)lill1ics dealing with Ne,;rC8S fushed the:

Merer vcr, it is r:wrc :,nifitnlJle t,:.' the

type 'f .;olic ies. Indeeo.• it is

ccoj)i:lDies he V0 genernlly "fiereel

Even new in S;08 com;nmies wri tinE' insuruncc

discriminati"'n [.s to the typos ;.f cr rUnGry po

r.llly carry. This is beceus(' df th'o fect thb t

re,'''' roocl as ,JOrr rislcs fer certain types, f

the unfevoruble coniliti-,ns unl er which the:y

it is herrl fer tho [lve raLe col,'; red T:l[,n

With Q casualty cc:o.xmy as [, white Dun

to think the t the hazards ere

follCWEJ', by col"rerl ~J(;; ple.

SC::lC cnsw"rs to the questionn!lires

1.

"This com:1I:lIlY has never written J.n u
business. :r!."s t Cl'lorec l'8ople c!lrry their life
insurrnce :m the weeklW p~'~'Dent .lJl.no Wra }!!iV
never em,llc,yed colc.:red arents nnel have 'had nc.
colcrel'. department. CODsE!1uently, only a SF;E\

amount of this business bRs been submittecl_t
us." (l!tichigan Mutual Life Illsurence Cc'.)



"We lUiV8 no
ploi,'ees." (Aceric:.:.n

3.

"The- Pluclontisl s tiDe
has it evcr issued insurcncG on the life 0
NC,;rc'es. A'cl to investin..-: func.s of the con")
to I:lf'ke ;Jossible hjI:lG 0lIDershi;J ame-nc the
peo.)18. it ,~s the practice ,:f the CCI:lpa
loan its funds on impr:ved property. ,whe
pr~psrty is lc,ct:.tscl in sectlcJlls wrucre t
;)uny makes 1 :,,,ns. reE;f. rdless 0 f rece "

5.

"We do not
quently we have
NeGroes insured and
la tions with them."
ComjJa~)

4.

"We hI> Vt b. small numb e1' 0 f c
and they are soattered allover th
There arE; no Negroes employed by thi
Our hi~h ~rade commercial policies a
offered for sale to Negroes. WE; raga
as rather poor moral and physical ri
not invest any of our funds in any rna
the benefit of Negroes." {nationa C
Company. )

"The informat ion which you r ,es
would impose suoh a pr~hibitive task
upon us that we regret our inability
to assist you. (~he M~tropolitan Li
Insur~nce Co~~alll.)

2.

~ 10 -

I

ThGse .statEomE'nts do not represent an eSI

ettitude on thE- purt of the insurence companicls

business. The;! ure to be commended. however,

in censwcring the guest11'ns in the schedule. It

f",ct the. t most of the c :mpmlies doing the bUlk of

business cmong colored people failed to respond

..



3
2
2

13
8

11
53
30

202
6

16
18
13,

$13,000
7,500
6,000
5,000
4,000
3.000
2,000
1,500
1,000

900
800
700
600

AMOUnT OJ!' 1?OLICY

Ai,iounT OF mSUR~

que st ionne. ire.

One of the so, [l lr.rgo southern compr~:ny is

'.'!hile mc st whit (, insur'. nce compmli os

people . nd he.S some Qxteneivc sktistics ··In

they did not feol free to ,.neWl'r cny aD( of

- 11 -

85 p:r.r Cbn t of its insur:'.ncc plc:cc d on

'I'm !.[ctropolit, n docs I.n enormous ,:mollnt of

th( ,type of policie s nd r:te cf premiums

colored risks, Gtill they h.".vc jJcr::urmtd " v'

c.duc t ing th8 Nlizro to thli vrlue at' C'. rrying

th['n thac to which they hr:vc herotofore he

which ere :.blt to offer more !lttrClctive polic'

This hl.s )rcpE.red tho wcy for the emergence

sil"nific·. nt tho t thv five

writt lOn in the field c. ford inf.lry ;,nd CI. eUE.lty

signific nt fr:ct is th,. t whit L insur[ nce CGmpn

Dmpl~y c~lcred peeplc, n.t bven DS c.gcnts to rc



TOT;,L INSURED 814

144
37
44
42
47

5
16
93
55

140
1000

AMOUNT or POLICY

$500
400
300
200
100

75
50

Un!rn)",n
Nene
N0t ei ven
TOTAL

.AllfOUNT 0]'

str~ ieht Life. 428
Sic~& Accident 162
Life. ,,,,,Sick & Accidunt 85
EndGwment 46
Accident 42
Sic.. 22
Lifo & .\ccident 20
Life & Endc,wment 9

... 1B ...

KIND OF POLICY

POLICY Nm,ffiEH

< '.,

No insurance 120
Un;;.uGWD 11
N: t ,:iven 55

Tub1c. 3 shows the distributicn

t:, the U lIlC'unt nf the po Ii cy. hel d b~r the

furnishing dutu fer the fumilj schedule.

thGt they cnrried insur(',nce 324 ,r 39.8

.,f m~'r( than $1,000 in v~,lue. while 197 c:

pc.licios of mOIre thun $UOO in vnlue.

Tnb18 4 she'Als thG distribution "f the

F~ur hundred twenty or

plicy, while 162 ,r 19.9 per cent carried the sick



F
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sic1,'rc~tions in connoction '('i t11 inEllr~:nce.

Only 120 or 12 )ercent of t>e 1000 heN1s

in 35 c::ses.

~'rom this st uCl.7 ·it -..voulC.

Honce, tho ins~r,.nce "Jusincss 2@ong

ricll fielt for 'rOler e~:)loitation.

0:1: o;lter _J'j7lSeS 21"8 l"e)l.'Bsented.

cl~ssifie~ unter the follo:'ing hG~ds:

second]~- thoso ~nrnishin~ tiversions;

Sll")11~Ting GssontL,l CJOiiliJ6Qi. Lies. In

81101S. E:hoo-Ehinin@.' '):'rlo1's ,lUi' tho l±ke •

.
orchestT~:s, c~~~)nrets, the,:tros, (l[~nce h~:lls,

0t c., rJl:t 10 nne 0:" t:1G thil'd he~c. nro SHot.

liko ..

rove,::l the '['.:ct t11- __ t inOE. t of -the 'Jusiness
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conclncted b:" the Negl'oes oJ: :rJe'troi t :ccll nnC'.er

tV/o clcsses. This is G.on1Jtloss bocc;use it

get st.::rted in estc')lis;l;uonts o:c this ldn,'

not as ij1Ur;h noo,(1 for tec;mio:;l

t'ne 0:' COll1j1el'cic.l entel'°)l'isG is

de):..... n0.ont on s~\)(;I'ior sel"vicG to t~·.:.e

nne'or', t :.{'(in T of t:,c funr.:~:·J1ont<.o.ls of

of tl'.G Gntro:;lrononr. It is o'Jvious th::t .

of )Ol'SOns pill °w inclino ~ to obgcge in

",i,i 0:1 requi.ro :::: COo:} J T :'.t i YO 1:;

tr::ininr: ::'nc'o ,: 8;1 .1101' .:·nount o·p

rO-:80n for t;,F' 1 ..1',°;,:1' Jro")ol'tion

aec0r~tive 2n~ cntoTt2inin

colored )00)1" "nconntel' c:.if.~ic'llt'T

moil.:otion i.n whi to ost:':llis;lIfionts of

30utl:, VI(; iinl"'. t~l() UXCl11Siv0 ,.JoJ.icy

j-n,~kcs £01" ~-. 1 .rC(;l" rc)ros(;nt~.tion 0:': Hogroo

0:1: ~'.ll ]cj.Dc"Is. In tho ~Torth, on t~·lO

)ortio~ 01 l;c1~rocs in ")'loinass ~ill Cc)und

oxtent to ':11"::i011 lTc'3'roc:s C~l0080 volnnt~:'.rily

:",lcrch::nts 0:( ti:c:i:t I'~.C2 ·,:.rithont ""Joint":

b(;c ..u&G 01 in. ·.~)ilit~~ to SfJcn~l'C:: th(:)so ,~.cU()mEl0(~,:-·
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Not1,vi tl1stc.uclin[.' tho :c·c.ct

')USinUf;s ontol")riscf-.' :J..1"O

immcCi::tc c'~')vtitive

it iE'. gl"i:ti:h"in: to note th::t ::l(lny

':urniE',h moro oE',sentic:l eOiiunoc!.i tos.

conC.uctinc_' S'rocory stores, rlrug stol,;es

coin~)c:nics7 ,'utomo'1ill] service

ins eonc8rns, ate., Show th~t

IJS t ,.blis~lLl(jnts (~o :,lin2: in tho se

3ut ovon horo, ;10\!OVOr, ','e nato

concorns TGC11iring a grc2t ~onl

of thcE',o ost:,'JliE'"lmont:3

.. :1Q not :)'" com:)c~nios.



tion of 1able 6 will reveal the f!:ot Hat

h'DO
45
45
41
39
35
34
33
28
28
22
18
14
14
12
12
10
10

8
8
7
7
6
6
6
5
6

hentanrants
~ailorin0. Cleaninf
& ~'ressing

Billiard Ralls
...'lasterers
.2aper hangers
Groceries
"Jarb er Sho ,"S
_'uinters
Confectioneri es
30auty .:.'arlo:t's
Dress J:iakers
..>hoe S1,1nin,; .c'arlors
Jr{'sto ,'es
l.lusic Jtudios
-'luI:ibors
hand. Launr1r1es
Unuej':ta;:'ers
Ta..doab COID)an1es
Roel Estate Dxor,anr:es
.iuto Re,ls1r1ng
~1re derv1co
~ransfer Com~an1es

.c:r1ntors
j,ieat lliiarkets
UJ,Jholsterinr;,
Orchestras
GarSi~es

hotels

Of {)O tYvioa1 oases of, colored busil1ess

quest 10nnaire on colored ~lllloes of bus 1ness

in tho Jou th and 17 '-ere born and reared in

in business lacks ado"uatQ ,tr!i ining for the

conCiucting. In the first )laoo. fe.! of ther.:

very lonf. Tatle 6 ShODS that of the 50

LB','e "een in business less than five yeurs;



• 17 •

In 1,l:;e second ~Jlao(). tJ,e

CHARACTERISTICS OF NEGRO BUSINESS

1'L.~il1ess rr.en r;cre alon ·IL.1o" in no VIHy

'<1 tL ;,Leir ~lr0scnt OOCU~JI.ltions. In very fm'/ CE3

r3n cnJoYI~(j uctuai aJ?J.lrcnt,iccshi.,J in

'£,,-\;10 6

the en';lloyee: ami even in c<:\~)os

"101');10,' at OOCuilations eulctlJa ted to

011'_ bus iness tra1n; u(': of an;' i.ind; and

hud hali. l)reviou~ ::x)erionce in \'lorkin,:: in l11Jsiness

sir::ilar to those in whi eh the~' are nov~ enc:a:cod.

haD e,·,perieneed scr;()ol train'juf: of !1 technic!'l nat

e"i.",enec o~' too croat a o.o)a.rture fJ om one ti',,'

concerns n:ilitetcs ueri"llsly 21:ai';st tIe effic1

1)t:sir.css estal':liShF8n1,8. and

. .f ~. J.•. ,"C\<- r'"
~s ..' -. .i .... ·· 0;)0

TYve of :Y~ar6 1n:~revious : : Type of
Business :~Hs1ness:Training : :Business
E..'1gaged In . : :: Engaged in.

: ·.·.
~illiard

:Ref'riger-::
Hall: 6 :ation Ev,'r • Barber 5

.2roprietor ·.·.
Tea Room 6 Teacher ·. Grocer 7
Restaurateur 25 .I!'arne r , . Laundr 1 3

; · .·.
Grocer B Laborer · . Dru ist t
Barber ; 3 Cook ·. Rostuurr.nt: 3 '
ErolJriotor · .
Scnc1wi ch .. · .
Sho) 0 15 School ·. AJron Sho



Tiebl0 6

~ol'ter :;H~irdl'osser:

. . .
:A~,)ro;1tico:Tcilori~n~.,--~~~__~~
:Norm~l Sch:Bottling
:Grr.d. ::Works
: Ens i c i ·~.n ..
: SI.iP.Jing : :l1ie r .t
: Clork : :1irrk0.t :

: ~ost"l •.
: C10rk : :R"st,~ur~nt

:Brickl~yor:Hotel l:copor

: : Il:surr,nc 0
:L'\boror :: (31'!)t.)

:School Gon.R021 Est2to:
: S?,lesmnn ..

: ,~p.<'r on tic 0 : Cloc,ning
\ : : 1:'ross in.

:Aa~rcntico:~illin_ Co.:

6

9

5

3

4'

4

1

15

20

16

SIZB OF COLOR,.] ;';ST...illLISHI,:E1JT

CHARACTERISTICS OF N~GRO BUSINESS

:YOGrs in:~rovious ::T~~e of
:Busincse:Tr2ining ::nusiness

: : Ene-nged In

... 18 -

Boc,nso most of tho businoss ost'-.blishments

. ff::irs. most of these concorns <,1'0 sin::ll •.

cbl'bcl'

of the merch'.l1dise for th(; 50 tYl)ic.cl colored bus in·

colored porsons with no fomor experionco in business

l.YJ.JO of
;rsincss
;:;1f-q',"cd In

~ocer

Shoe
Rce:·iring
Cleening' <;;
rrcssing

..
;;C=-i<:.R,-,'~=-l'-:;;S..;.t-;;v,:;l'..;.o,---,- __=-8_--,-"S,-,-r",",.1:;.:e~sffiC-.n: : Ci ".Ttl' Sto l'e ':
Iil':nr-.gor Fin-
:.nce Col'por- Uni v 0 ••

,,~'.;:.t.;i.;::o~n-,;- -,-__:;;3_--,~Gr['.'0 : :B.. rbor
Fish & : T,r.thor :: Con-
POlltry 1 :Tdloring::fectioncry 1/2
';'G~ro-:-c.:....:..~r:':";;~'-&;;----'---'=""'_':"':::'~-='-:"::""-"'-':-':":;;S'"""o· "0n d Ii'.' n d :
~iccts 5 ~crtor ::lhrnituro 1/4
Clc ning & : ;Building
2rcssing 4 L~boror ::Contr[ ctor 6
G· s Sorvice UnL: :
""S,;:.t",'-"'t.::.i-i'0=n..,....._.....-'-__::;l_--'-;;G;"r'""'~~d,;:-":c.-.,-.: : Druge: i s t 2
Undcrt:.kcr & T:·.iloring; Con-
Florist 4 : :fectioDor

TUloring

Druggist

B' rbcr
Shining
.t'i.rlor

l"usic Store

Commcrcir.l
..rtist

He'ir Dressor



systam:tic :nd consistent :dvortising,

o::oh W:,·.S nne ,god in thoso cor:corns.'

ty,)ic:·.l c· ses tLstificd tU·.t the)y usod no s;ys c

t0n used thu cnsh r,gister roceipts;

thruo used thee double entry systom•

• ccounting were conspicuous ty their ;.bscncu.

roceiJts w~s ~7.441. T~olvo

JI,OOO r.nd .~6,OOO; sovr.n betweon

)10,000 ~nd ~15.000; two b~t~oen

.,)20,000 ['.nd ;i30,OOO; l.nd two betwoen ,,\40,000

"~ tot'.l of 101 em.)loyocs, mr.kin{":

,/ y - 19 -

monta so16cto~~55,33C.with '.n

v. 11l,·tiolJ of tho tools . ;~d fi;~tur()s

tools .·:ild fixtures rO,JrGso,ltud r·. sum in oxco

c ''0.0 the combiilod v,'lu::tion WI.S ~~35 ,000. In

tot;'l outlny for merck" ,disco', tools :.nd fixture

The tot"l gross 211l1UI.I receipts for ·thoso

mounted to ~2,000 ,920. The [vorr-gc'

or,,'1,049. In six crsos tho combined vr.lu~~tio

Lr.ck of trninin6 "Iso modo itsolf

,,!hi ch th·; ustc.blishmonts woro conductod.

tho i(o,-,. of '·.ttr; ctivc pre sentt tion is Vlf,nting, enr'. r.

.ii'rom tho str.nd1)oint of [!ttl·r.ctivcness

Inonts co:,ductc.cl by the coloroe' llco)le of Dotroit

.,bly With othor ost~blishrcats

is it true thnt r, colored business cstc.blishmont is foun

:.tt~ml)t l'-t clecor,'tion isfroqucntly l!~cking
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of fitness and propertion, still

part of the colored business rran to

to thoEe whose patrona?B is sou~ht.
~

amon~ the colored business people in

beLutiful, even ornnte, nnd in which

BOCDUSC of the nnturall;\T artistic temporament

fuatura of his business life should become hi,

ho gcinE' more experionce and vie 3};oulcr ,'xpoct

wny of ciecoration.s Md pleasing

ducte~ by him which will bo n oontribution

of business.

Likowise, in tho m~tter of s~nitQtion

0str,blishmonts, on tho whole, deserve favo

too sov~rGly for th~ir ~iBreg[.rd of

tLCE8 ~-~rc t:;:·:ccptior~[11 CL26S 80 f8.r ~-.S Dotl'o

2 matter of fact, those ostnblishmBnts w~

hF',nd.li'1g fOO(lE', m1,1St satisfy the requircIne

of Ba~lth 'vith reference to BDnit~tion.

is !,p~'lrcnt on th8 part of Nogro business

ostr:bli srn:(mts s.'.mi tl',ry reg,-ralGss

H'..ndict1.ilS of Negre Busine

A.L":c;st half of these: o)brr:ting

testified that they hnd encountered

borrow c'pitnl froD the tcnks for the purp0se

CGncernc:. 'r'!lUnty-two 1~1'.c1 illndr., uns\;c.fc'essi'ul :·t

l~' .,r.s frc)I~) tto banks; 13 L!.,1· not encountorvl

While Ib stntad thnt they hAd nevor m~de the

I" 1,to r.~nttor of runts 16 declnred tl:~.t

they wero n'Jt, churge(1 highor rents ttnn t:heir
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Ylhile ei "'ht iI id not know,\h(·thcr they

of Detroit pay hig:her aV8rage rents than any

re..s.j(ential property, but this is not 1'8nerall

fur busi~ess purposes because the colored

not so heavy as for reside~tial.

T;.e consicleration which the colored

~.et from 'cht; wholesnle houses .Wl·.S vfry f"rorecb

th·. t wholesLle houses discrimim:tr d

not know. It would seem th<.t tllcse firms

to Il"E ro m(;rch"nts tho t tl,ey npl,1y to e.ri.y

do Wh.. l they c, n to me,Le it )ossible for tho

goods to succoed in bus in, ss. Of course,

oth~r f"rOU) who hnv limitod buying pow<'r

to obt~in frvornblo torms '.S firms which hr

. DCI I' r,~(; ".nd well mr nqr,r cl .luret'.sin"

tiol1 is not b.scil on r'c(:, but on th

cst"bl i shr:'knt.

A c;ood m:my r-P the color"1. business men

tht throy found it h:.rd to secure c:.~):blo . nd

.: C n1,cny rc,sons for this st tc of ':ff:.irs.

the in::xy ric DCO of the business men themselves

them to instruct their Lssist~nts gro~erly.

of the )ropriotors Lrc conducted, of

f~w in,Jxjlnrioncod UT!ljJloyu(,s hr:vu the

thems l"es officient whure the y hLvu no good ('xrffi.Jlc:

of th(; .)ro,)ri,~tor of th') busin;;ss. Agr:in, colored

: lrv·.ely tr' incd ,s ocp::,blu em.Jloyoos in l)[,rticuL r,

pris, s IT' D"r',ll;y find it marc profitcblc to work for 10'1

nel going white concorns then
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with customers, but thu; IDc,ny Nef,ro customers

they rocognize tho nocossi ty for courtesy [cn(

tow~rc1s their pntrons is frequently misundorstoon

of "uP,J i shnoss" enel "soll-hondedness" whon they ns.sumo n

busJn0ss-likc ,: ume~nor, [',nc1, they resent tho il!ljJlicnt ion

colored mnn in businoss should bo expocto rl to ,~OI:lo(',

to do so should corres,Jondingly lossen.

fnnili"rit~· ['~"1(1 self nbnog",tion on

honis or forcmon, these he,v, been Hhite in ell Q

tionel cnses. Consequently, there is nJtr-cnorre

on the p,.rt of employee,s for colordl.

e~tensivo sc~le, it hns not been unusu~l

Bec'UBe the Negro hns not conductod business c

business. Somo of thorn cl~iID t~nt

Negro businoss mon often com",lnin,

irreslJonsiblo typo of worker to r,ssist him in

far whi to entorpr isos. M,:ny colored

they hn'l~ boon employod in 1"ihi te concerns h"vinr-

themselvos becomu more experienced c.nc1 officient

Furthermore. tl e influonco of custom hres "

be eI:l,Jloy( d unel er the direction of ather

people of the em,Jloyeu clr,ss c.s experimeIltcl.

to secure responsible end officient helpers.

businuss. Of c',urs". this condition is not un'

forced, fOT the most p~rt, to dopend upon tho

not ~s o~sy for this type of busiuoss mnu to

onterpriso, thero W~ ere likely to find that

ViO fine':, vkll csto,blishc (, skillfully mr.l1ego(

,help "s it is for Vihi te concerns, but

,of these ventures i're tr(,nsient.
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more rigid stcnd~rds thf'.n they 3p:;JI~T

price, 2nd type of service rencered. Three

pc.tronege of colored people irrespective of

as colored est~bl~sh~ents they should of

colored businoss concerns hes

men end the refussl on the part of the

loyalty beyonil the bounds of'rerson:

The se atti tuc.es on the part of the co are

~hich reveal poor business judgment on

item, Qnd that colored people should not

•

sections or With chE.in stores.

they arc often compared unfairly wi th large firms

Cese 1.

A further complaint on

they would in a white one.

insistence on proper order and behavior in a

to play the olown in order to secure

siZe.

cerns~re uno.ble to duplicate the pricDs

~ much respect for a colored establishment

that certain types of colored

They make the charge too, that cGlored people

A coloren IE. dy wcs wnlking on a cert,.,in stree
to r>.:in. Bbing in u hurr~' to get harm: and seeing a tax
ne2rby, she went in [;nd inquirei'. of the colored cler
~oulr1 cost to ric1e in one of his cabs to her home ebou
six blooks uwcq. He replied thc- t it would cost fifty oent
object8Q. to this as exorbitant .[end asked hlr.l to· lower the
This he refusei'. to do. S1ll. then steppeQ aoross the room t
telephone, called a white taxi oompany and. m[ule tpe same i
of them. They replied that their oharge would beth1rty-fiv
oents. She requestGt1 them to send her a oab. She wc.itac. in
office of the col Jred company, Gnt'eii~ C~"WhOOl it .erri 'T6..:!;
"riven to her home at a total oJitlay of ten c6nts l J Gne;;.t 'the
of the coloreC' company even after paying for her 'phcn



Unus-w:..l Business Veutures

prises being conducted by Negroes in fieldS

(a)

Cs-se 3.

oall.' Another colored company might have
as the white co~pany or even less; but the experience
that particular colored cODpany did not tend to set
mind of the lad:r enthusiasCl tOl/ards any colored tax

Case 2.

Alaong Negroes

Th@r£ ~re several interesting examples

The writer entered a certain colored drug
Day, 1926, ane ca~ed for an artio~e which he had
to buy at the oorner grocery store for twenty-one
inquired of the clerk what the price was and was tal
would cost thirty oents. He informed the druggist th
been accustomed getting the article for twenty-one oen
that he would not pay thirty-cents :for it. The elmg is
replied that he oould not help it. and replaoed the
the shelf. The writer then return.ed to the grocer
bought the deSired article.

A colorei' man desired his trunk moved to
next cross street three hundred yards o~. He called
expressman who lived a few dwors from the house where he
was to be [lOved. The express roan sta ted that he would be righ
over. After being waited on for about- an hour the express
was called again. This time he came in about ten minute
had no ass istanoe. and the own er of th e' trunk had to. hel_
carry it to t be truck. On the way over, the express-oan inqu
of the owner who had moved the trunk before and how muoh h
been charged. He was told that the Detroit Transfer Oom,P
had mo veo the trunk from the Union .it.tion to the first
a distance of about four and a half milies at a oost (,
dollar. After arriviug at the new. address. and after
helped by :!;he owner to carry the trun~ in the hOUB
man announced that his charges were one dolla

- 24 -

ing, have not yet been exploited

The Su~rior Bottliug Works. cQnduQted by he Dixc r
at 1729 Russell street has been doing good bUsiness in th~.o

facture and sale of carbonated.beverages.for the last :four
and the owno·s are very muoh pleased with resul ta· so far.. Dul'
the summer ClOJ;lt.h.s the firm is unable. to supply the'deoand for
product. and business is ~riak during other sessans of the year
The owners of the concern are thoro~h1y..oonversant with th
deta~_of their business and have ·souna ideas ooncerning bus
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(b)

~he Home Milling Company has been manufactu _
hominy grits and whole wheat flour for the last- four.
their plant at Cutherine aJ!lld Russell Streeto. Th€re ~s

fO, lsrl:6 deroond of these products on the J;srt of Souther
in the City and the concern is do ing a fair ,volume of b
Their corn meal is made from specially selected white co
of deference to the palate of Southern Negroes who do no
me81 made from yellow. corn. This business has a promisi
and the managers responded tot he sugge'stioh that it might
well for them to stimulate the development of bakeries amo
colored people and that they could also manufactur rn
mush and encourage its use among their own cliente

(c)

The Butler Jc.nitors' SU9~ly Company doe
business in furnishing janitors' supplies to s or
m~nufacturing plents, churches Rnd all establishmen
lE'rge use of such supplies. About 90 l'er cent 0

are white and among these are included some of the
in Michigen. Mr. Butler got his first training in t
as n sc.lecsman for Samuel Lewis. who conducts the lar
supplies company in the world, He is firmly convinc
colored people are overlooking marw splendid opportu
developing business enterprises catering to the en
rather t,hc.n in running concerns for one special gr
histo:l:'Y of his success and of the success cf a few 0
men in DGtroit and elsewhere would s~em to aubstanti

The Apex Film Manufacturing Company makes rna
films pf events in Negrodom and of at~rie8 by oolored
This oonoern has been in existenoe for three years and i
conducted by Mr. Deroy Ware. At first the company spec
in short news reels and short comedies deuling with P.lisce
events in the lives of colored people. They have pn3purcr
subjects for Pathe's Weekly and for the Interrw.tional. News WeekI
Their films are marketed by selling them outright to produc
firms. the largest demand for them at present beinr from Ger
France and Mexioo. The local colored market for suoh piot)lr
though good has not been fully developed as yet and Mr. Wurc
declares that the chief diffiCUlty oonfronting his oompany
been their inability to secure oapable colored screen actors
Detroit. Yet there are daily ooourrenoes among Negroes - th
large conventions, athletic contests of a national oharacter,
mUltifarious l!leetings attended by large masses of them, the (l.

of prominent Negroes in America .. and abroad - whioh have a wi
and unusual interest for the raoe all over'the oountry. for th
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On this page, wr-·

In B'"bruary. 1926, the St. Aiitcine BrEen .

gooi bllEinjss practicos.

During the pnst four years there has

weekly issues of the Detroit Independent

(3) fro cbtnin favcrablo consic"er:J.
running ,:own others, but 1y ;ler;o
l'lOrit of their own accoI:ir:oiation

Sone Negro leaders of business are atto.
qUBsi racial business consciousnessllrlOng tho Ne
city. TLG D.:-troit Negro Business Loague whic
existence on July 14, 1926, with" Derillersh
zed With the following objects-

(1) To work for tte developpent
unity of interests anong Ne

(2) To attenpt to educcte the b
selves ns to the best busin9ss
anr' to urge the necessity of nu
ation of tteir vBrious problor.,s,
opportunities Rn~ rosponsibilit O

edl1ceto the NQgro pUblic concer
,,-(lyon tfl!!US tho LU'lgue is able
~1ll(1 to rlisnbuse its r1iw: of t
honsions it ontert'lins toward

Finul1cinl Review, odi tee' by the lIIenngGrs 0

Peoples I B'inr:J1ce Corporation, and elevated

road, cnttcrs of nore or less

financiel ond general

~re 2000 I:1oving picture houses in tho n
oxcluSivoly or nostly to colored people.
producers, notably Neilan, Bob Hnnpton of
of B,w Bur hnve recognized the rich fielr; for h
re"li ty of the silent '·,r['.ne by eDploying Lllayer

-x"ce ~~d it is sif,nificant that Cecil ~o Uillo
:Lis intontion to prorluce n feature picture usin
to depict ['. story dealing with Negro life~

innugurnte),l ron in,custrial exhibit feeoturin~, th

favcrable iqJressi0n.

1usinoss concerns, Dhich was largely attended ro



to create a racial business

Ao the whole w~rp p~d woof of thoflooks.

economic devolopment of the rr.ce CRn go

Nogro, like th"t of some whi tc oommunitie

their church, the efforts of such mon wh

insuranoe, yet it performs a valuable

among Negroes tha spirit of' thrift j pride

;::>rises flnd oonfidnnoe in their own busincs

In addition to these org[~izntions the

The Underwriters' Cooperative Assoo

former oonnection, is an amalr-amation of

Tho future of Negrn businpss in Detroit

THE FUTURE OF NEGRO BUSINESS

spiritual devoutness nrq bound to oxert

jeot is to educate the oolered people to

suranoe com2anies operating in Detroit.

cd pastors of large oongregations, who, Gre a

pc epIc then.selves. Tl,e mr.j (·ri ty of the more

prop:rcssive entrepreneurs oxpressed

cempl"int, but rether os boing grntif'ied wit

their fellows to trade with thorn, not more

which colored people patronized the~.

izo th~:t they must do their shE!re

nny cther t1Urch1~nts can offer., Inexperienoe

botl: tl:o ecloro'l mOll Ilnd his oolored olient

tute the biggest obstaole in the wny of tho

business oonoerns.
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The survey of the Negro in Detroit, of WhlC
report is one of twelve sections, has been made
Mayor's Inter-racial Committee under the im

., direction of Forrester B. Washington, executive
tary of the Armstrong Association of Phil
and Robert T. Lansdale, of the sociology de
of the University of Michigan, assisted by Gl
Carlson of the sociology department of the Univ
of Michigan, Frederick I. Daniels of t i
department of Central Normal School
Harris, graduate student, University
Wayne L. Hopkins, former instructor at Bluefiel
Institute, West Virginia, Donald C. Mars
sociology department of the University of Kans
Delos S. Otis, graduate student, University of
sin. It is expected that this survey will furni
basis for an official report to be prepared and pu
by the Mayor's Committee. The survey w
by the Detroit Community Fund, the fun s
expended through the Detroit Bureau of Governm
Research. This Bureau has edited the survey but
not assumed responsibility for the collt';ctio
data used in the reports.



It is accounted for by

While this·dense overcro~ding was

"There is not a single vac~nt hons
in t~e sevoral Negro scctions of t
The ".ajori ty of l:'Oo:1'ocs arc liiring
crowded conditions that three or fa'
in an ap~rtrr,cnt is. the: rule rather +
excoption. Scv~nty-fi.ve per ccnt
homes heLve so many luc1gers th3.t t
hotels. Stables, g~r~gcs ~nd cc]
converted illto homes for"Novroos
~nd n bl·· '""~.-~' ...', ..... l::~~~';'.,·VI'". gen. _l.ng .... 1 ,.tV':: ._." C J\"'" ~':'J.. __ (.l.LJ.o

( the privi Ie go of ,,""eoping on poo l
over night."

H 0 U".!L.L.TL~

Eousing is oDe ef tho most serious

in Detroit.

?reatest effect uplln the Negro group;

division

the pc.st feow yc:c,rs by Detroit rr,c] tors

com-p:,nies. Nhi tc -p:)ople living on the

number of houses flll" the po-pulation in

ho.vc mov0d out to new 8.r(;'].s. lc:wing thei

Negroes. This change has been c·Guscd in

the rC"! are now numb"rs of vacant D.partmon

housing conditions uf ~egroes in Detroit

for the Research BurEau of the Associate

period immec1iately after the war when

construction was suspended in the Negro

still exists.

ForrestGr B. ,io.shinGton

chg,rged Negroes are so exorbitant that

to "double up" in order to meet the cxpe

conditions have changed considerably sin
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open for colored occupancy, and a number a

have also been opened on the outsl~irts of th

two factors have IT,odified the hoasjng situation

sa~itary dwellings at a reasonable rent

especially in the st. Antoine area.

This st. Antoine district may be

from the standpoint of family housing.

commercial center of the city, it is no

for residential purposes, as factories,.

establishments have been built. The paving

best <:1Dd traffic is hcavy. Lond v'J.lues arc·

chiefly used for m~illuf~cturing or cOIT8ercial

er"'nce of the houses are old fre-,me dwellino

~re interested in the~ only ~s a temporary s

the property c~n be

s~nit~ry conditions ar~ often

the houses are so dilapidated

owner to make them suitable for liVing

However, since houses still remain and Negro

for them at any reasonable rent,

II. GEliEnAL HOUSIHG STNl'ISTTCS.
,

From a study of the Family Sohedule

majority of houses occupied by Negroes are tho

type, 549 out of 1000. Of these 1000 houses,

though a large number, 367 arc of one-story.

arc found principally in the old East

often show the old Frenchinfluenoe.

Quinn Road <:md River ROl1!,!c-Ecorse subdivisions arc
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one-story and of frame 3or.st~uction.

all distriots except t'lc :;Cl}"r,·:t''JOTse

story houses are of tile '~'0IS .cc'JEily tspe.

Table Ho.-!

TY1)E OF.' 1000 HOUSli\3 OC~;]?IED" I!',,-----...-.- "i'".,_._~--_.,----------
Sinr>:le
TNO '::!'a,;ni ly
Tenement-Apartment
Rooming House
stor",
H0t Given
TOTAL

Tn1:J.e lIo. 2------
NUMBER OF STOB~YS OF HOUSES

~••••• ,"ow. _.__". "_ , • __ •• _._

One'-store),1
Two-storey
Thrc0 storey
]'o<lr storey
Six stor,,:! .
One & one-half storey
Two & one-half storey
Not "iven
TOTAL

There are comparatively few tenement-apar

by Negroes, who by force of circumstances are

districts where the houses are of the detach

hav", moved away from the congested areas, the,:!

their own homes. Tne amount of ~oney required

3hase of en epartment house and

ing and loan corporations arc Lugely

of ',p".rtments. Recently th,:! northern

Negro sEDtions has ]lushed il~O an apartment house

apartment b<lildings are being opened to NegroEs

'1part~;ents are being turned over to them

of mak.ing nighly satisfactory tenants.
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found that out of 92
.~

h~d one fnffilly only;

In regard to congestion through the

Nood
Brie It
Stucco
Lath-tar p9.per
~Hone

1Iot g;i von
TOTAL

Tab19 No. 3------

Summarizing, the old E"tst SiJe

east by Hastings, nort~ Lj ~plBna and

to be found. the new "'1St ,side (west-by Br0."

of one and two-family L'aJr.e d'Nelli.ngs

the subdivisions 'ire JW).de up of single

the better ~d more modern one and two

to Mac It and Chene. n02' ~h by Harper. so uth by

the two Hsmtr~mck sections cont'iin houses of

aingle 'md two f'lJr,ily houses of " bettf'r chetn!

newer type ~nd the

Side N~rren Avenue district consists of·sin~.

thore.

of brick construction; the Warren Avenue Sectlo

Of the 966 houses investigated.

415 of this class in the st. Antoine

number, 27 out of 149.

family into a house it ~as

house: s, or mOTC t~5.n i181f,

faIC,ilies. 77 he d thr':oe families ·:.nd 49 lEd four



The following tables ~iVES the number

-.
493
274

77
49
10

5
2
7

'2
2
2

76
1.000

453
103

89
74
68
35
47
26
24
21
17

1
42

1000

Or.-=
1j1v.o

:P':',1:'~

Ti "":'3

S::. ·C

8F"le~1

Fi_g}:t
EIe7en
Tl!,,r~lve

Sixteen
rJo J

;:; Given
r.I10TAL

Moreover the number of

Hone
One• Two
Thre<;
Ji'our
:B'i ve
Six
Seven
Si g}1 t
IHne
'i'cn
Tv.Jt,nt"-six
Eot GivC'!l
TOTAL

Table No.5

T?hle iTo. 4-,- .. --_.~ -_.------
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NUMBER WDGERS l'E] Im;;]O

These figures wO'lld aDpear at first sL?ht

The above table shows that over one-half 0

little overcrowding; Dowever that there is some

shown by the fact that over half of the

"sinf?le" type.

cared for in the

nESS of Negroes to lodge strnnded frienes.

t'~kcn in to supplement tho fnmily inaomo.

had lodgers, a situation which ~ay be due in pert



will the factory alose or the

relation of the income in wages

An example taken from District 200 - (We

single men as there is a disp~oportionate

Detroit and no Spc~i&l provision is made fort

- 6 -

lodger is a potential menace to the family

adull and unatt~chod mqles, is highly

sanitary and the oenter

Tho eaonomia n&cessity for lodgers

kinds. The promiscuous interJiii.xing of children

by others, or even ~et fro~ thoir job 0 feelin

reasonably prioed NLf~.O ·.vorkinf,JEC''U I s hotel

out immcdiate family connoctions feol a~

houses" to which Ue~roe3 have access

manu:,l l"bor, highly moah"nizod, they do

s~lf-cxprcssion, or the setisfaction which comcs

difficulty is the fear of the future

would make them conscious of a stability in t

one of the settle~ent worters in the

laid off and the last to be taken on."

the Negro laborer, espGcially so, sinoe he

of rent Jaid:

IEent? The laborer is constantly under the



In Distl".ct lCO - (<-;t. k1tcino

2
4

25
28
65

159
177
169

94
34
24

'1
14

7
3
3
o
1
o
3
6

173
1000

derived fr0m this

~~146. 55.\

OF Jf8/:DS U?

'r able iJo. 6

~~5
6-10
11-15
16-20

.21-2fi
S0-Z0
31->,(j5
;:'6-40
/11-15
46-:"30
f1-;:)5
5,j-00
61··[if,
66··70
71··75
76-00
61<,5
86-30
91'-:)5
9G-100
Un ;:~10\"'n

.r:)L; (-~ive~

TCJT ~\ll

WJ~E.KIIY T.:iAC~3.------

a porter makin~ ~~120 ~ it~~l~:h ~~178 '~6S for th~
seven rooT:'"\ fIe. :.: ~ T~:'7i"'2 ,.'..":e t}.:\'ee beG-roQ 1:iS, [L~:1d

room is usee; le'? a ,'C,,!:'t,l,'
man and wi fe t a Lr yt!ler &Dc1 six' 1od 'Iers.
fOllr bedrooms j1~~S .LO'2r. oC:3up3-nts.

)
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Below is the table uf wee~ly wa:(ps recei

A dress~ater in th~ sa~e reqion, Distrlc
supplements he~ r.o:]~hl~ ~n8omc cf JIOO bv rents
lod~ers. The la~ilJ COilSists of he~3elf a~6 -~~ild

(sh a is senar"tra' "o01T he? ~"a~'-d) ~-d +~ r"orrc·'_. ."' _:...<,.; .L.J...~' ~~ ~ l.~;.Ai:;) ;JCJ.l_ _~,~.. ...,.;. .;.I ,', .....

There are four' 8"'5,11 he,'1TOOTY.S an.d 0;)1" IT,cdi ,
tbfee of the rOO~L ~~vc t~lrce oac~pantSt

and the larger room hcs two. Her re~t i

of the families visited.

persons giVing i~for!nation is



make Detroit your home?"

for ren~. it is easily seen why it is often

i
6
2
3

15
10
24
60
67
75
69
78
66
52
35
13

3
1

~;150
160
110
100

95
90
85
80
75
70
65
60
55
50
45
40
35
30
25
20
15
10

]O~O:;TELY ::l,~:TT FE]-----

Ta01e No.7

by the fa"rdlies.

The "weighted mean" monthly rent for

Following is the table of
'-

From the comparison of the

be seen that the average amount

informa~ion is ~47.29.

bUd~et experts (see Ja~es Ford

.L'olicy" - Chapter on Standards

mately equal to one-third of the average mon

give only one-fifth of income as the proper

families to the Family Schedule

families to take lodgers. That the rents are

proportion to wages appears in the replies of



aTHER :lliLAT IV'.sfl HJ THE

Table Ira. 9

335
188
146
112

74
44
28
15

9
9
6
9

25
lOCO

children ~er family
other relatives in the
home
lodgers
fa~ily (including parents
children, relatives,
10dq;ersJ

:Jone
One
'Two
Tbree
Four
Five
Six
Seven
J<;ight
Nine
Ten
Eleven
Hot Given
TOTAL

"
"

"
"

None
OIle
Two
Three
FOIAr
FJve
Six
Seven
Not Given
TOTAl,

- 9 -

NUMBER OF CHILDREIJ .P:.::E~::l.::...=~,.::..::

Table 1,0. 8

"
"

Besides the lodger t~e Negro home is

The number of children per family was

Average number of
n n n

Mrt in the last unanalyzed answer, there

out of 94 replies, ten gave too high

gave "the high cost of living."

through the presence of other r~latives.

families.

shows the number of "other relatives in



Table :10. 10

Table No. 11

6.57

2.00
1. 96

.54
2.07

8.83

1919

Parents
Children
ilelativ8s
I,od:;ers

AVEliGE :r.r;G}O-_.

TOTAL

TOTAl.

Parents
ChUd ren
?elatives
Lod~ers

A study of 500 famil ies made in

A comparison of the 5Q5 families frem the

The decrease in the averBge nnmber of

.IiVli:RAGE

This checks reasonably with the

Census report of 1.335 cllildren for each

per Negro family is noticeable. In

shortage which caused "doubling up"

the pri':i1ei!e of sleeping in aL1tomobiles and ,on

population at that time was of the rec2ntly aryi

oongestion that Nashington quotes exe~ples of

type, the fact len to gregariousness, because

chfise homes Gnd because they sought sociel

below. The East Side uistrict has the

Nest Side District is the best type of large

With the 149 Families from the
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2.00
2.74
1. 61

.60

Parents
Lodgers
Jhildren
3elatives

PERCE~;T.4GE OF LOT

All
Nine-tenths
Seven-eighths
Four-fifths
'rhree-fourths
Two - t l1irds-
One-half
One-third
One-fourth
One-tenth
iJot Given
TOTAL

From this table it will be seen that

These statistics indicate that the
lodgers and relatives per farr.ily but it co

children per family, Greater financial indepelldenc
Side accounts for the fe',ver number of lodgers; the
of children is probably dltE to their finmicial indf:
to the fact that IT.any of the .lest Siders belong 0 ·es
families. The number of relatives ger family f
docs not shbw a great difference, but it is pro
relatives ore found in tho East Side District b·
arc; more r('cc;ntly <,rrivc;d from the South ,-,nd thEl
wi th them untj.l they c·:n bEcome settled. !'Ihile
average on the west Side the number of rooms e
larger and the con~estion is not as great.

Table 110. 12-------
EAST SIDE

size of the negro fami ly. and the physical

Table iJo. 13

The for~going paragraphs ~ive the type

housing accommodations, the number

sufficient yard area. Compared with

will be seen that there i~ much more room.

was practically filled
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The st2tistics below give

Two hundred twenty-six of the

Of 889 answers giver, concern-ing

general shops in two, toilets in

in four; 308 cards gave no other

The table below describes

if anY,was employed.

Table No. 14

The water supply for th~ 1000 f~milies

USE OF EMPTY SPACE

48 cases waS there another house on

Garden 199
animals 150
Play 140
:To Ilse 138
Other use 105
~Qundry 84
Fowls 44
Not Given 30

space 376 gave good, 174 fair, 80 poor, 30

answer.

heat, 730 stwve heat, one gas, and nine

-sheds in 255 oases, garages in 274,

t'/JC 1ve fn,mi 1 ic s.

m~ins in 908 cases; from wells in 63 cases;

Eight hundred ninety-five of the houses

electricty, 30 with gas and 55 with oil; 20

t~o fa~ilies; in 63 cases three families; in

no water supnly;and in 22 cases no answers

653 cases only cnc fomily

fQ~ilies; in seven cases five £~milies; in



The nu~ber of f2~ilios usin~ the S2~O

T2tle iTo. 15 .---

294
655

30
2
5

14
1000

None
One
Two
Three
Three-Six
Hot Gi ,.....en
TOTAL

l'Tm:BE~ OF

NULiBEit GF ,'AI.;TLIES USIlJG

Tt"ble no. IG

Of the 1000 f~milies 875 h"~ on6 toilet,

One
Two
Three
Four
Five
Six
Seven
Ei"ht
lJino
lJot Given

The foll'/,Iing table ,gives toilet c\Ccom~:odat

River Rouge Division 33 out of

supply were tho worst offenders in

Subdivision none of the

Sido Distriot 170 of 501

50 f~~ilios hnd no b:th.

Side Distriot four wore without b~ths.

on the interior. 141 outside and 39 cards were

not filled. Seven hundred seventy-seven of t;

had three or four. In 13 cases there



CLEA::ILI,JESS OF .2]]<;1',;1 SES

662.
148

46
14

3
1
1
1

76

557
245
115

57
26

lOCO

473
175
2.41

85
186

lCeO

Bzterior

Exterior

6C6
199
113

55
27

1000

InterIor

Cne
Two
Three
FOClr
Five
Six
Seven
Eight
liot Given'

nm'J3T<;;:C: OF FAl.'IL:rES US T;' G

Interior

Good 500
Fair 153
Poor 133
Bad 84
Not given 130
TOTAL 1000

- 14 -

Table ITo. 19

Table no. 18

Table :To. 17

Good
Fair
Poor
Bad
Hot Giver.
TOTAL

The oondition of tile toilet was

As these fi~ures show that in 805 cases the

The data below ~ives the

The following statistios give the cleanliness

houses, both outside and in.

fair in 195, poor in 77 and b~d in 56. S~~nty v

outside and in.

the condition~



not be entirely warrante •

oese'T,ent "Ind in th c: Qainn 'io

F~ur hundred seventy-six houses

fair or good,

One
Two
'r.:1ree
.Blo nr
Five
Six
Se·ven
Ei;ht
loi.ne
'r-c n
Eleven
Twelve
FOllrteen
~'i::tcs!1

3svonte0n
T'.'Jenty-oIle
T';Jenty-tbree
Not Given
'rUrAL

Seventy-four houses had one dark

is fair or goo

Negroes are not careful

rats couB not be kept OQt, ye

upon the cleanliness of homes

In various places tho deteri

dark rooms.

~i..~hty-seven had none, and 37 gave

eLsht had four and nine had five.

129 cases no answers were given.

aClswer. In the Inkster

Hoad Subdivision, 45 had no bas



Houses in

they wUl be

Ba'sel"ents are not (Jug;

early deterioration.

owners, who seldom are skil

usual development is the

room or "lean-to" is adiled by

sufficient means permit.

Storage
Laundry
Laundry-s
];'urnace
None
r,t vIng
Toilet
Kit 3]1 en
Hot 13'1

The condition of the basement

"fair" in 92, "poor" in 52, "bad" in

gI ven.

Below is the statistics on the n

eaoh house.

One
Two
Three
Four
Five
Six
Seven
b~ight

Fourte
TVi.rcnt
nOt
TO'1' AL



•

1667
669
127
17'

1
·1
3
5

Table No. 24---,---

One
'rwo
'l'hrce
Four
l!' i vc
Six
t?cvcn
Tlone

- 17 -

T8.1~le Eo. 23

SIZE OF 3FS.I~PTI~·:;.__.._-_..-.,-_:.=~==

25 sq, ft. floor space
25 Sq. ft.-4~ sq. ft.
48 sq. fL-'1Z sq. ft.
72 sq. ft.-~Ge sq. ft.
108 sq. ft.-·144 sq. ft.'
Over 144 sq. ft.
Sleeping porJhes
Hot G::'ven

The average number of sleeping rooms

In six oases a kitchen was used for a

giving answers is 2.77. Thts fiRure

when JOlT,pared with the S;\"2:r:o.re negro

the Lall; in 99 cases a living room; in

only three sun parlors used for sleeping purpo

~indows per sleeping room shows a lack of

sitting room; in 56 a parlor; and in 21



The race of the landlord is ~iven below:

ership.

1

413
264

95
73
35
30

4
3
2
1
1
1
1

86
1000

Table 1I0. 26

11 e "ro
Jewish
lJbi teE: (A:Yleri8ans)
Italians
?olislJ
German
nO urr,ani a
Syrian
French
Dutch
Greek.
Serbian
Swiss
Irish
Not Given
TOTAL

- 1& -

Table Fo. 25

One bed.--no oootApants
One bed--oJe oooQpant
One bed--two oooupants
One bed--three oooupants
One bed--four oooupants
One bed--five oooupants
Two beds--one oooupaJt
Two beds--two ocoupants
Two beds--three oooupants
Two bei's--four oooupants
Two beds-··five oocQpants
Two beds--six occupants
Two beds~-ten oooupants
Three beds--one occupant
Three beds--three oocupants
Three beds--four oocu~ants

Three beds--five OCJupants
Threebeds--six occupants
Four beds--twooocupants
Four bods--seven occupants
Not Given

In the matter of home ownership

and 55 were mort,mwid. Fifty-se,ren did Dot

own their homes", 312 said "yes" and 21 gave no

312 owning their homes, 81 ol'men them free; 119



'12
70
28
15
10
10

2
1

1
6

23
38
21
24
27
22
41
26
23

3

~i20,OOO

15.0CiC
10,ooe
8,000
7,000
6,000
5,000
4,000
3,ooe
2- t 000
1,000

fiOO

.r:~eJ.rro

Jewish
''''t (, . );/111,' e ..,[i,e r l ~ an s
Italian
German
Polish
"'0 urr,an i an
Irish

'rable no. 28--_._---

Table 1;0. 27-------

A speJial investigation into negro

- lJ -

Board of Health, throws some

in Detroit today. For purposes of contrast, 1_

tne kind of dwellings occupied by colored pea

w!lieh is beillg carried ,an at the ~resent

A. Typioal Negro Bluoks.

The average value of the 255 houses ~iven is

Jhen the number uf Ne~ro ho;~e UWllers is

The raoe of the n~ents handling the

accounted for in part by the fact that for~erly

seen that by far the lar~est nu~ber of

East Side was Jewish.



These blocks range in

samplehloo~s which wer~

H,noo c k-- J!'o ro at-
An ::p·-.rt·"ollt sooti
of the st. Antoino

Bl,ck 6.
st. Antoino.
northorn p.ert
district.

\
Block 3. H~Btin~a--

In the st. A]'"!tcino stree;t
bc:tter th'~'~1 31(Jck 2.

Block 2. J~y--NBto

In tho st. Antoine; stror,tS
represcnts '1 slizlltly iP.lpro
Bluck 1.

1310 Cv, 4. Lu'T'UYJ ':DC IV,,!:'
the ~orth D~troit section.
1~ith c0nditio~s b~ttor th~n i~

popul',ted districts.

Blook 7n. HGrtford--Scott
pln,cc--Tircmr-:.n. Represents the
of housing in a sol.id negro are

Blook 5. Algcr--~olbrook
C~rdoni. IYJ the Holbrook--Cl
il'iJellings ~,nd fl",ts Vii th some

Block 1. Uullct--3i
Hastings. In t~e lower
Antoine Strect section contai
worst eype of housing.

together wi t1"1 a g0n2ral ra.tin.r::-~ 0

poorest to the most desi

solidly by colored people.

blocks were

7,rades of 11. vIug

Block 7b. Chand ler and J;1arston Stree
Holbrook-Clay Seotion. Another 610ck ure
ne i "h bortoo d •
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B. Pen Pictures of the Hoasing aondit~ona.

The followi~R cases are brief '~ord

Dbtebook of the Board of

fOlmd in these blocks.

Blo c k 1.

A. OJ~~ -;31\J RY :F r 'L'f"e Ho a 8 2------------------
The general ~nndttion Jf th2 0Dt3t~e

poroh falling Cio',Vl'], ~'indo1j;r nnes ':1!'cv~en, fJ'u.c'ation ON

The general c.ndit~on of th~ interior: walls brJkcn,
boil. The"p lUIT. bi:l-g~-o-Ut----·u f- ---0 rd c-r. --~~l-;-i-vE-----'-r 0E:,-!r.-a-,-,,-rJ.>1~),t--+

sink a11d olltsidc toile:t. 0Yk rC::J''-, ,,-,rith',llt v:ntil:.ti"n.
heat. :'Iater uLder hOllse fr::Jrr; je:lking 1J~pe i.;; \"all
roomers paying 66 per Deak. ~he lcn~lord r~f:lsed
repairs. If rergirs are ~adn t~e) will ~et a ',I

Plaoo used for a r00~i~~ hU2se. Six
five are u.sed. Four c:Jn.:r.;lc3, C:i.l~h l)s'}ill?
General cundition of tile int':rior o[.'.d.
walls. Walls siT.okr:d 'mil v"r;7 dirt:J. ?L'urs hl
kitchen is on the Rrcund wit~ linoleum fGr iloo
tub stopped up, pi'pes b,::llLe~ in wall, '.'Iater Clnde
Kerosene lamus. Yard in bad ~u~ditio~. G~ the rear
of the lot a'shed, rentLnf for ~25, UBe~ aa a ~lub
one door, one iJi.iindl)\~,:, t'F,.10 PE:o't-J1e 81eC:(li..i:l~ in j.t '.

without water or'~Dilet.

A two story brick straat:lrc once a h~tcry.

s,ccond floor 50 beds. Beds 'Tcrv d~rtJ, 'lsi"" diHl..
blhnkcts as spreads. l'llen 1Ja:.7 25d 'ocr ':}ifrht for sl·:.
Beds not chan~ed o~ten. T0ilGts' st~i'~cd dp, batb 1
plorable condition. In OliO ~')Iner of ~~L d0r~itor~

35 or 40 dirty q.~ttrcB3e8 pilla up, 8oe~i~~I~ ~ro~ ~

Tee floors very dirty, walls bad. Men aJEening i~ tb
street clothes. O~ the firat floor a rest811r~nt with
licC'nse sellIng suup 9,(,d fish. ih.~er if) ths- back, flie
very bad, no sink, foul air ~na poo~ vcnti.lation.

A Two-Story HOllseHx...-. _

Frame material. Side and reBe yord in bad Jondltio
ShE:d in rear. EOllse ;,"Jith 11 'j~(..oms, l~ -persons cf 1,""'}1i:Jh if
wore children. 3cnt $75 per MuDth. Tjr0e roJ~S ~unnot b
nS0(l Gi} ;_";:;";:'., ·~ucc.Jl1lJt uf t1'!G clI'1di tlon. H0l1.SC 0::'-: t:10 p, ro. lInd •
W~tDr in; ccl19r abouttwe f0Ct. P~~or 'nd ulniter is 
th~ ~~11s. The pl~Qe is info3t0d 1Jl.th b~d b:l~S. ro~:~llCS

(~Lnd r'.,ts.. stove hC_'3.t-. Very peor ..._l·~ctri~ li~"hts.
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Plumbing bad. The father a
The man has lived for seven years in Detroit.
fina.n:Jial assist'lDCe f:C'C"T, ~;;'Je cit', dur]"" t;:e
1923. The husband carries insurance, but wif
d.Q,. not.

BLOC:I: lA

A two-falliily House

Two far:iily house, six rooms e8cb.
outside toilet. Nell in the yard. S";o':e
electricity. General oondition of th2 house
roof leaks. Side and rear yard poorly kept
work at River ROlwe; (time reauired to go t
two hours ana twenty ~inutc8): House could
Tr.ade very at tract i ve-b:"-a-fe'ii-Ye15airs-"iDd---
house keeping. Fumi l~' oompl~.in of 1~2d 1f1clte

A Twq-Room DNelling and

This p~rticular f8~ily pnid C1200 fo
Down payment W::lS tloe ~_r;d IE0nth17 r'ly~,ent

one room 0 f the he us e th e h us bJ.nd l!\'li:'1t(" in
shop. The other room, living quarters
one bed, stove, table and three chairs.
shop has one c~ai.r, rIo mea.:'1S for steri:1Zl
ments, only with the tea kettle. Living g
have no windows. Only ventilation one doo
earns $18 to $20 per week. General cJndi~
house is bad. Sanitary condit·i.ons bad, OU"Sl
about 15 feet from the well. Nife and child
four weeks. C:sQse of the sickness impure wat
House is heat"ed v;i th a coo :~ing steve. Ke
Yard very poorly kept. Needs'allowed t
whicil makes mosquitos v0ry bad.

A Sb:-Room Shanty

gxterior Jf the hOQse tar paper, in
wi th scrap paper. :tooms p8,rti tioned off
and qUilts. House heated With a ai)oki.nf sto
kitchen. KerosellB 1~mp8. Hushand a Ford em
earning $35 a week. Buyin~ plaoe on Jontract
$1400 With elOO down and ~13 per ~Jnth. Ylfe
does her laundry work at Jl0lY.8 eclrilinC': on the av~

4;10 and $12 a week. F'llri1i.sh\nfSs conaisted of pi.m
diili.n'S rOiHr, suite. three iron beds, ld-tJ;le:1' ve
nYld table, and steal ~l~airs. Tt~0 c~ildren es
ran2ed from six to f0~lrteen. ~other very ~no an
did not believe in education for children ~aml

carried n0 insurance whatever. Belonged
societies or ohurch. Game to Detroit from rurs
district uf Tennessee. Lived at present addres
five .,/enTs.



Scotten Avenue :lesidenc8.

Ten-fami ly apartRent. ADartireD
1923 by colored. Place formerlv ren• •and ~35.00 per ffi~nth. Rent raised :j

each of fa ur s:r.all rooms. st"'aT£ heat
General condition of the intsrior bad
docorating. Paper on the walls ve
Floors bad. Plumbing fair. Some
than others. Garbage and Tubbi
adequate for the apartment house

Two toilets on th
paying ~30 for three

~;120 per month rent.
paper 811d plasterL1g off.
broken. Thirteen occupants,
children. No weter on the
water two blocKs. ?eople livin
are of lazy type. Housekceping
poorly Kept. Large yard,small
on the back. TIle place could be
for living purposes. .

A two story frame brrilciing un the
Scotten Avenue. TJ,e house is about 45
side'fJalk 'Ni th a front lawn, 1r:ell-kept
arranged with flowers and shrubbery.
painted with awniy:gs on fror,t. Flu'ler
porch. Home ounsists of ei~ht well
Interior dee.or8.t ing arti sticell;,' c1 Ale.
excellent. Pluffibin~ and ~eneral rep2i
purchased in 1320 f~r ~lO~OOC; do~n
Twnthly payrr,ents ;,~75.00. ;,ianthly 1'O,y;",en
doubled for the lsst three years redue
great ly. iiti.sband died two ;learsago>,
ti;rcc children.

Eight family brick apnrtmentw
general interior bad. Hause formerly
Rent increaS8d to ~i60" 00 Md $65.00.
by colored in 19:23. Apartr"ents need d
Plumbing needs repair. ~indow panes
bad. In the basement 8,pa:::-tr:',ents hOT,e
sold. Most of the a~artments have TIi
sell drinks. OC(Jupie:rs cldIE that
ttev have to do this 88 a ~ecns of
the rent.

Cardoni Apart~ent.



A two story
sisting cf fiVE r,-ms,
ti~,ns Lll'8, geode Plumbing go
b.Wrtments "rent for ~~45 each.
wh'ich each tenant sheres. fl
in excellent condition. Peoyle
Housekeeping in general excellent

Hartford Avenue ~esi~enc~.

A two-story brick 1ront. of
condition, consists of six rooms,
;"11 rooms have good vG:ltilation. st
and gas. The living rooms was across
an old
large French door leads lnto the dining
parlor in the rear of dinin~ room.
artictically arra~gcd. Housekccpin~
second floor, three well-furnished
child slec ps. :,ttract i vc back la,'m.
both sio,es of tho "JaIl anci al'oUl',d
vieW from the sun parlor. Owner a
TIlG man who purchasGd home six
investments in city. Home paid
conditions.)

HQrtford Avenue Residence.

Two story i'remG house, on wes t
Six rooms, toilet, bGth, gas "nil electri
dition of interior good. Plumbing good.
purchasGd in 1921" for $48~Ov Down
pcymont, $35. Housekeeping is good.
with fi ve chilctrcn. Sold p:!:'opcrty in
this home. Mother does d,.y work. House
end very cleun. Four children in SuH'UVL.

Fir e beck lewn ,',nd side yard.



Block 1. Block L.
---;;5 -_. 18 _ ...

26 15
5 1
1 2
:3 0
0 0

23 13
8 3
1 0
0 0
0 0
;; 2

27 15
5 2
0 0
3 1

2 5
5 ~e-

II 2
8 6
8 3

7 7
4 3
2 3

18 2
4 3

9 17

'l'YIf! Hous,.
Single
2 F'mHy
r:ultiplc
l'i:u d
Not Givcn

{:ro. 3toriLB
Onl
Two
'ihre 0

our
Ovcr Four
Fot Givf..TI

The foll0\'!in[' t:'1Jl£ presGnts '. com"x.rc.t
the housin[" conditions in four tY;Jic'..
result of thb study by th~ BO.rd of
time:: this rc.)ort w.. s iSGuu'l.. To r,;x
givln in s~c*ion IIJ-A ,have, L10Ck 1
N,rro :~rG[. of old, sin.::l..- fr.fox house s; :3
unrlstrictcfi HlrrO suhfivision; Block 6, e
Nc ['ro ilistrict of sin£lc house c : nc1 : L.t,··
thv bl :ot t;OL. of r .. dc' cnti' 1 . rG soliel.
b~' color, d.

!.:r-.tCTipl
~'r:.me

Bricl-;
Oth(.r
ITot liivcn

st· tc of Rep: ir
Good
F·ir
Poor
3 d
Hot Giv(n

Condition of Y.rd
Good
F·. ir
rOGr
13 d
Hot GiVfrl

0utsiel.e Toilet--
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2

5

BlccJ.c :I,1l.
.-_...-'

4

7.7*

13 6

7* 2.5

3.2** .2

.7 1.7

2 3

1.25 .5

."7 0

7 0

10 f)

8 1

7.7 3.5

13l-°c1c 1:

C. C0mpnrison of Ecusi~g Cunditions

HoUses S1:el taring
me rL then one fcrnil;y:

Hous(s lr.,c]cing
Vcnti1ctivn

* ('.:,t' Nvtc) Onc lo.rgc: roming hcusc with 50 G

n( t c :,nsi~.eru'.

**(::;'u_i Note) 'J:\ c L,r[c r0cming

I!vuscs he ving clark
TC0ffiS

:,nr"gc Nt'.Dbel
Pcrscns por Teilet

i,nro.g( Number sinks
])( r h,:,u>le

,i '7l r'-'.iIcc Numb "r
Children per House

H,uses h:.vJ.ng
]r.tcrL r R"cms

.'verege Persons
por Housa

:reuse·s h:-ving thre(
r lGl.'s rocms

Reuses Shol toring
merL then 0n0 person
PSr r00m

:, v€ n.g (; Nurab c r Be. ths
pE.r h '::use

i,ve,rsgc Number
e:iults per house

., V( r' gl NumlJ or
",,'dgers



G~eral Conditions
of Interior
Good
iair
poor
Bad
Not Given

General Condition
of Plumbing
Good
Fair
PJor
Bad
Not Gi ,,'en

concJ.ition of Roof
Good
Foir
.?oor.
Bed
Net Given

Number owning own
!Iome

~v€rage As~cssed

Value

Average Real VnlU6

~vErB:e Price Paid

Avera.::.e First
Do,vn Pa;,'ment

:, VEra.::. 6 i.lont hly
Fa~lm(nt

"vc rac" Month Rent
per House

.;,O'0I'l Rc,nt )er
!'llmily

!.~ Vt: rag( RLn t ;)cr
~ioom

8
4

12
3

8
6
4

14
3

7
5
5
7

11

2

~~3000 $1

$8~OO

1200

30U

30

73.29

5::.04

9.27

210

18

84.



2

o

o

7
4
4
1
3

1

17,'

15
o
o
4

o

5

1

2,

32,

11

16

11
10

2
5
7

4
1

13
17

!!OUC,~8 HeatJ<1 by
Stove:

Housoll1eeping

HOU:.1'JC with ]n
,jdOgU2 to h0nting

1:0'<::',:> :;~.t eh t8d
by Ko ro [] ~::::;no;:o:--__

Housos Having
Fire Hazards

)lOU:F'i' Lightod
t'7 ';1C~;~

Quarters not fit
for habitation

FJ'ousc;c with 1n-
"Jngurc tc Ii "pting 3

Houses lacking
sufficient
o'ress from fire

Families earning
more tbm $50
per week

Hosponsibili ty
Tor Condition:.:
v':iner
Tenant
Owner and T",nant
Not GiVen

Good
Fair
Poor
Bad
Het GiVC.H



DETROIT

.l~ l,·h:. v~; -of"~(,,·utl~~·;~t: a'eo ··ei~fJ:£>.··r:· t c... ·t
the Nc~-:!'o during tho stirrin£ dn;'s '.I 1914 tv
o('~ing more apparent each ~D.Y. as inforID2tion str
this Gffice :fror.l its nur1ercus corresp :,ndents th c
tho grc;[lt c'--"tton belt.

T.'O HUND:'ED THOUS:,ND llEGEa: S

"Re;:>rin t from Birmin .hero G:lzetto -

COTTOl; BLLT •

t~ sell their pr~perty ~t D. great less.

rcsEntml.nt bcceuse they believud thi:t t

thE lk.;rc llC'ichbors ari ticized as

high nnd .r"dmittcrlly sometir:Gs higher

,Jroblcm." 'l.'w .:J!linion that Hc.;ro pen etA"'.

in pro.cticC'lly all C'LSe.S was so.id to

tho premises so.tisfl cto:ry; l.nd their

Cutt"ll br~w0rs ure €.lnrr;cd anr'!. incense n
diti m o.n(1_ pmeh spccuL,tion is rife as to where
be. sccurcr' t,) rEJnoc.y this seri':,uE situ:ticD.

Evidence "f this fc~r c.f Gc~n~mic

pr'. perty valuEJs is sh "\I'm b~' c le:"flot di~

lest D...... tr_it uunici)al eloctL'D. l.videntl;"
tho a, urs,,' ,f thc ..leoti un. This hffildbil
by the Grc~ter Dct:r_it RG~lt0rs C::r.;;;litt
1\<.,1 Elolt.- tc iLu... U invl.sti':;L.ted and fOUD
in existenoE'.

~ p~SGnCE of a rrG~ro in a nei£hborhood de

v,~l ue s is ono of t he most impert".nt f'lct

o.rccs docs deprecictc the vo.luc of propert

most 0:ft8n LiS n reason for "r"ce foeling.r



H" rthcrn l[ttiJ.~c ;";'i;,,;i tc~t ,'lye h:".'{t6

lest few ",reeks s~jrc.~Jtinf fl.ispension
color", peo;llc c f this section.

-'-;-- D0troit p Ei0hit;~n is bc:in~~ hclc ~u

the C. lorel' K c"," "Pr'otccltion. 'Jc.ci~l c.,,_:.lit;·
bJ:l)10~rl.1E,r,t is .,rcDiser' un,' or 1. he ir ~]n,86nt

Jvnn 'I. S:~ltl,." L.ccorcline to thes6 acitato

rI, n~, voters J:ley bl, curious tc know
cOJ:lnittt8 is intGTGstc-c', in thl, abcvc ar
b:,r thG leading nrwspupGr cf the- S( ut.h.
c,_ ni:i(~ vpinL:m b:"sl,:l on ;"l,;..rs or ;H8ct
experience. tha~LL.!'_1!I-c;-t:.' i.s c1_elug_-c::..-d=---:ibJ;_-'-=~-".=
of colored imr:u[r,:. tion2..~:y::'l~_~_0_c:r~_[:S(:_~h(.
T8Ll l,8t~ to to ·Gpi:.-_e~(tl,nt of t<-;,(,OO 000 J

It i>:) c.;lov vur c~inion t -'1': t such
1ab0r wi 11 produce a cc'ndi t ion up<" 0r
fer thl workinR Dun tc exist.

Vvt.:.r:.: snGuld ct,r(;ful1J cuns:iIder

GRL•• 'fuR



SLctil~nS9 it is dif~icult to csti~

~ntror_uction of lh;gro(;s irito white' ':'~.r~[:s

Since the Negro is usually forcld

-:::.ncl. tht;ir plu.ct:"s f.:rL t~ ..l{en C;'}' less c1cLir[',b1c

hooc., for if such usugo is f 1'" quon t, thE.

[eDeH:.l tcnc's to C'.cprc ci,.. tr the- V'.lUf' of

wo~~ in thl deterioration, both phy~ic,l IDd

for PJ.~l.CL in v!hicll to 1i vo :.lD(l sinee

bca not only cu usc,, c1cprc ci::- t lon in perticulL

heln the dovolopment of

A further facto l' in t:1l.

pro)crty values, is so Wid81~r

gt.rr,ges and smell }]hops heve incTlfsco. thr:

c·".cn1 ing tommts, \'!ho hL.ve not b~'on c2,rcfu

Negroes aro often hOU'3eiL in the

for rc s ULl'nt ial purpo"l s.

Negro penetra'ion "nd to -iliatxtont

of proportion to the vuluc of the hcus(s.

c1ilopidutcrl Lnct ,'!rc.utly detcrior"tl·('.

ext ent t}1( "fall ing off''' of pro pert:.'

For inat[nc~, the st. Antoine district.

fr~mc. construction, ,hiuh htcs not worn well

"ith overcrowdin? hed a general ~ctcriorct·

the gro'~th of rac(' hatrc~, it

<;I':j -

Sincl this opinion that lkgro c.'Guidence

fuct ors thut mu;' bo invo::' ve d-,



The ,opinions nf sL~err1

ncgr:> U1c'. white were ,)bk,inccl on the

One Negrc r~~l ost. to ~c·.lor visitc~

cc:l. r0~ pecple as EliCh feprecicte

h:,lstcrL') DDr1 m[lnir C~:USL the l'sE'

int, :. white noighbcrhLJ0Cl. Rbc1 est·tp

this psych,lcgica1 cln~iti~n.n A NEgr.

"cteri(rQtion. Depreciation in ·ther

hystc"iu. The ~ifficu1ty is that tho

~.c n:t hc,vc' Q rln1 nnc'erst,mcling c)f

The ffif:negLr ,:f L Hegr,.: Finn.nce

hL1,1 .. m rc olnlLrr.tc

DllmbLr c. f Hegr 08 in ['.n <.cLn:.mic lY8 itL',D

purJhu20 h USOG \':.lu(;~ fel' :;p ,000 t,

n t 1 s~: ut W:H:l1 !, c' l,-rcc-:' f:_~r.1il::.: ceDes

1")J'".J; v;he T(;: the h:., useD [' r,_ v: lu('cl n t thiG

clo}):,... C'cir:ti;j:L: ,:f pr(_:1orty vi.lues,
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~Jr(spcctiv~~' 1It.7,-~r )u.rch~'·slr~ u21J.;~~11::l

In ': r'.istrict 'Jill, rc tile' h-'UCOl ~ C( 11 fr.:m



by the climinr;ti::n "f white purch<:.sers.
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Negrlc8 into 'vhite c.ro',s h"o nt'

f~ctf their presonco Norr os cut ~ut the

th:lt the influx cf cel,rof' jJo:)]Jle int- Ilny

On the :ther hand, anethor whitL real

~p~rtT:1cnt '.1' businoss district, he beliovo

Q'"nnoctor' with the tr:ll1si t i ..nal :::tnre fr( m ::J

l1e'. ghb ',rho ,";ds whore Negr,,~ s h[; vc

pre(1 ninar.tl.Y c,l;;rerl. DOjJrc ciaticn ef l)Tl

,ff in prices. when 8. gord rEsidential neighb:

jX1Y El" rc • His o,xp erience h[',s been the t thore

A white rer',l cst,' te [']'In wlF (", OG C,

oituati, n. If the f£wt thqt !l cl.l',ror1 [']

gr ,und am1 builr',ings Tf. I:lnin the

whit" l'.ro8.S there is :fton I'.n D.]Jprocictic'

the ,weple ~wning thu shuckE <l.rt b ught

,f pr,:porty--restricti(lns :m the gr un's

will reo"in thl' e~[']l. Pr:jJerty roetricti:ms

because (f rGstricte0DP.),rtuniti~8to

8hflCks. Tho Uegr "es hnp)on t: he. '1e ah SE.n

builitings, c,mrUti",ns rf lawns, etc." Ho

[n elegrlnt rpsic1entinl c1,istrict ",ften

Thro whi tOE [',re willing to )ay stc.nC',ard



,ini 'n "J ul(l fe'rce

.. }rc 81..YlCi f' lilrr b is lCt8,1 f?r\. U~)S ,:,f

,,;)t t- a." usc' n 1 [,al~ f cf~r t ;f ~)r -,~)Grt:l.

With thc Gub(?i vi Si,.-D i(1 0' I. If t h(';l lived

t11,~cr(; is !_:. f'Cl1c·rc:l' feolinc r.r:Fnc· the

tl1',t 1:Lc Pf;"'r" ~)(:nctrr,ti n l)f whl.t0 resir:,_:nt

eepruciuti n ill pr- lKrt;:,r v'lUGs. :l'his' :feLli

let tr..incs run.

cs,Kcic 11;7 '.lfter the ',rca becr',oFs l'ir8f'.

reference t,' this n Hegr. lr·wyer s':',:'s.

fcxlil~' rT ves int 'l 17h: tc ncighb rhocd

11;J well bC(J['usfj . f the I!eirhb.-rs.

c\ l(refl fe.L1iliz.:;s T1 va int: 'JDC

re[~l C:i <LEe f (!.C J)rC c'i -;; t i: n whon pi,. j) ert:\'" is

hystcr:i.f.; c,n(~ 1Ni th ut rbj~;.-~,r(:' t" tH1rket vr~1

1, lk[7r' sci,· 1 w!')rkcr hal'" mueh

Since the ,!rv't n'.ss

"lifr~l!t gr, U,), 0 ,VG int,-, '''declining neigh

-.;7,1 U( >': cc.y bl r" iEi (', r,:ther th'ln

':Ihich thosL' Nc",r' ,E D'V6 <ere in '.le.

erE in'the pre cess :f chnn?ing int~·

bl'cles, white ren' ors

,f co 1,ck f h'u ing fncilities nre willi

rE-nt s tbnn the wh' t 0S.

c. hii"l:er )1-ic8 t ';1 Uq-;r th:,n t.

st::c'.ent .f thEo Negr, h using situf'tLn

In ~,~ botter nre~s thore is
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P"] their rents es reed 1~7 ~s ot~erg.

hous c V!C,G tr ten from tj,:] reel estpt,:] (:omp,~n:7

o~ncr str·rt~a to collect



,'.,- t· ... :r "/"J' ~ - r 1iil.J .• 1...- •.to. _v~ t..; ......

rC ll '. l" t" t,. [''',r: C" "c' "In the: c, .<.... _ _ _ .•r.... ..... <. ••! ..... .. .. .- .....A Ecgr

.. ,',
- "'0:; -

;, w:1i tc r J1 cst tc [','n h::ni'linr

f ,,_ ;)lc:. white ',n" c 1 rc r. c· 11Dct'icns '. r

905~ trust,} rtny.

tr~~3h."

;, district mln",:lr( ·::hi tv)

n: rt:-l.'Ii\;c st Ii '-~L: fin{~s fri.. D

bn~L;n1 livGc\ ncyt C1cl~r un(~ in t~c :jJini n



,. {"
'-' ..:;
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is USU' ['os the jnJitir

\"h 're: ,'.esir us (f l:ec,linr . ut u"r'esirable

the' j"nit' r. sr',;;s he 0X)8ctetl teo USt

~~rc rEntLd t the llorrcs f r the

t. Ucyr,cs. J:'he lcn(l -ril. ['~lVE his

rccs n f r this is thrr~ the !l)artmcnts

tyj)O ,f :lr .fessim:.l ,)e pIe am'. skillei1.

the lic/'r' is unjustly aiscrir,in8~cd

'nil c hrlf there ~ d been n' firhts ~r

r;'hc c,."rtT:1L nts he,vl' been fillod ,,11 (,f thE'

C ll "'ctl' "n onr' "tI"r'" v·"·r' "lwc ",C' 'fl' Al'l'n~ ". t.- _, _ '. • .'.\ _v L l; 'co ~ _t .... Q J ~ u >.. t·

Kn' win.' t'10 Inc\ ,'f t~C J1 ,..• ,("rtl"]Cnts

L his l'·'li'" lerr' th" t th6 '-ncccnt o.:')[,rtr~,onts

C 1 rv'1. District. The >,p8rtL'cnts were fcn::Grl,

-,.
tr u ;1: the.n his w':it c cust L,ers, if

'lhcmil"in.7 is 1 'ccter'. in thl n rthcml ,·..f the

lilr. B-- c..~ F-rench jr,ni tl_':r ','. f .~J. 30 ::::.pc:.rtLlent

vI-. '['ill' llEGRO r,::E2i.YCC



,.'ther Inrr~c apnrtment lJuiFin;'s in

"Ii thin tViJ·

In f~ ct. he ]1' s

tum·.nt:, •t,110V1 1{';, 'r,

f Mr. B--'S influence the P licy :

Chf'1}:~L"1

tho 'p',rtDonts were fill~c'. unc' thD~

In []. '>;, apnrtr:Jf;nt 1m i]rUnC

j r a 1 rl~ ~CCul)cncy.

hZ"Vt fl\'JE.-r chil·1ren in tl:c jl'"rtn8r:its is t

BE C,"1] se

clrsnlinrss . f hi~ taD~nts.

t" :0:;" fuse in his prl:ise 'f tr.c c'.e!,rtu8nt.

r~ ns : Ie". rent S f r $60 t $05 ~i I"lt.nth.



II

fr rcf~r(nCe8. The rent '~lC

f r NG'Y' <2S. th,:i; in .rr'.er t. JY:;' t!:crJ ttl'

tho ,i rt ,f tillS l,~ttor. One tom.nt h!., s been

(~fcllD(, ;Jut, -..\TI th~ c·thGl." h~.nc._, vJcult incre;·-.8c

:Tc -]"" tcnujts n .. r:l,_,rG iestructful ::f l'ropr'rty

thoy . rc jWJt s clu TIl:l in t:. lnnr: c'.,r,



'1'h('J cl," n, r'l '7 e :, ftcn. '

r ,"Ir' d\·"e11 inr-hs'U8LS t· He/r ,eB -f" " ~ii8v'~" ~. .~ l-rtC'.

2~r:1(' f thHl h: v" lieen :t"l n.Jl, irlt"' f:r.·( r1 hit1 fGr

AnJther lnndlord finds his Nerre tenant

Yf.°rs and he has hacl n, Lxbl,:, I'lith thHl.

A NC,"r.' rC'll E:.LOt tE:. r.;:n a rmcotu' with" 1:

- 3'1 -

~ r~ rent th~n whites.

t: the C',l:'r<:od ~le, .11c but t

';r ': Il r """nner.

~r'.lerty. unrelie~lc in the

c1.istrlctGe

~tct this wuld n.t apply t, ell Ne(ro tenan

cnsistlnf' Cl stly ,.of c~\l r0Cl ,Jr: stl tutes

rO'lt 11' r"tly unless he iii "out c.f v!crk ['n~ if 1

eet, to CCl;),1l1Y in (l"~wnt,,wn Detr:

s quo.re 1:,."".

n" -: c'ct his rlnt it is 0ft~,n lnc;~use he cL cs, UC



C,'.SE #1

C:,SE #-1

In Vinccnt Pu'c( between 1'1::'al
und Pontiac. u hifh C1ESS rCEidential
district, D Nccrc a~torncy hud ~ co I

interest in a piece cf property. 1:1' th
district there were no cclored rcstrict
icns. Viihon it bCCL2.p.1G k.i:l .... wn ~,hat C()lC'TEJl
pco~)18 ()wnec1 the. pr'~!!)Ort::l~ e fiery cross
with the inEcripti.Jn "no nifgers ~llowc(

in t .'1is vicini t~lTT '\;V:':,3 ,burnl-(l ()

i, eloctor pur()h&s~d u home r

Avenuo. He had this home redecorat~d

painted. H(; moved in June 22, 1925.
mob, according to' the nl'78pupers 5,000
strong, assembled' on the' day'he moveod
Some of thes0 oatunsibly camt with th
purposG of driving him out; others 0

curiosity. THO ioctor with two or t
~riends stayed in all dey. ,L~ter .
day, some policemen, tGlling that
were friendly. were allowed to ente
~r.10n the doctor opened the 0001' the
or,)wd came in also EmiL took him ou
forco. He was placed in his own c
and take'n to his old home. His fur
waE loadeel into a truck and ttiken b~

to thl old rcsiclenc(; on Vh_rren •• v

A colorec', waitGr had a home
StvoDel Av.... nue. :, w;ighbor in the
block hael purchnsoi' a ton,,,~of col!;
hod betn dumpei' into the street.
attaclwil the home ann prncticull:r

the c Jkc wns throvill into the h·;.use.
Tilt mo.n fire (1. \"cum1 ing a b,~y. 'L',he
mob r ispersoil, [',nil thl3 man was [lrres
jaileft, rclc~sed on bend, tried a
finally released.

Mrs. S-- purchccscs u lot on Lake
wood Bulc;vurd and h!:',s 0. ;;;16,500 home
ere1teil, en it. The Lakewood. Bculevar

- 3ti -

a few of th~ attempts on thp part of

CASE #2

to indicate some of thE. difficul tic s

residences in hiGh close white neigh"borhoo

A. IS01:.TED PEm~'r:S5'lmJ !HTO HIGH C1_'_SS



In 1915 a NGgr ~

a $4300 h,Jme ,'n SO:Tburn.
hood which was 'milt up who
first mwod in has remained
the seme. NGither the m~rin

belong tl an~' ncighb rho~d

There lue nc, chilr'ren. The
prcmisGs nrc in g0cd c.;n~it

neighb rs ' cpiniJns ef this
famil;{ wore [is fellows: "We
I."f B__ t s." ffrl<h8J L.re vcry
anc1 tr~r n"t tc embarass y,
n" t rcccgnize us L,n the streo
we spefiJe first." "Tho B-- t s
l;hcms€l vos f 'rl'm.rr." "They,
1 U(L c()ll.~re{l CA;lpD.Il~,r.n "Thc
nrc all nice totheffi,
,iJcnt thUD b chin~ the
they haven't l~wcred

pr )porty in this nE i
h~usc acrcss frDm
$11.500 juat ree
n fr2me h:JUs c. 11

Ci
trie(1 c pet. t
S's replicet ti18
less th'1n i;'25.
pr , p forty t c bui le1
purch8se~ it in g
ci.e~ft \·V-·.~S used GIl
which c,,)1l1c', be iTl tv
Mrs. S-- cloimc( tho

. interprctl_~ tilis
me"n h ',uses "f pr,J'sti
pigs c, nt', t h~, t he ~

c:l,'red pe"pl~. fha
mantien the rest ric
~ec~ to Mr. S. The que
whether th e S' s c,-ule'
but whether they h',:e1, 0

it. The S's br ught
c :urt, l:st. nppecl
i8 still p8n~ing.

In ,rc'er to 8GCUre inf,rmcti

ft upcn in each Cllse.

h8~ pcnctretGct white fistr

Ncgr, L,mily nel, ,no "r tWt

tter h using fi:lCilitiLs H



pu
3en
fer
('1.~.. 1, •
up ',n the ir T:I:' v
sat l.sf~.ct -T:I
c"ilr'ron) ['-"'88

LIr. s-- fools
t~ h!Ve ~ifficulty
n whit ( nc ighb rh() ,
:,re. ign"n,nt.
tc,lennt. 3CI'l8 Neg
int: difficulties' b~
US( t ct." Thoy wunt
"h,'w £',nc' then thcy g
in the n eighb rho ),r.•

Tue noighb,,'rs "
tho situ~ti;~n nnf S~jl

"Thoy koep t" thEo,,~lvo

b"thar us nt nll."

In 1917 Dr. J-
purchr,su: 8. ~i7 .000 h,
~F15 ,000) (,n Rho(- 8 I
whi tc OeVn"r. He 1/I[1nto
He sn:l's. II"lle Wbren't
lJ..'herc w(rc sevcrr.:lc
t,; ,::,ust us ,:u t. but t
fino nw. It wilsn't 80
just the strcngcnessn
tho tr'ublo." The J--'S he
Dr. J-- d:es n0t c~tor to
t:19.n:c ,~f his ne' ghl)"rs are
He belnnf8 t, the le cal
"ssecie t Ln. The neif'hb-rs
th8rb wes unusunlly gooc' fevJ-J-H,"',
the J--'s nne' the whitenei

In 1925 Dr. G-- pu
~~25.000 rosii1onco em Ki
nc, Negr.es in thb bleok,
livcil in the next bl,,10k.
,~,; the pLeoo boc:nuse it VIi:'S

tc his business ,'11(' i,(CUlse
t:""t the 1,0,,1 L n ,:,ffer...r'
'"n~ oeluc' ti ,:,"1 ",(lvent,',gcs.
n5xt d0()r flr eight ~~Ct.rs.

nver' :Ln the bl 01:. "the
log.,l TeeU,SUrt; s t' ,us t
pO"il10 8t,:nu' thl h",
thrCQtcn8~ t~em wit
t( call on ~ffioe

th re hee bOLn n:
b,th the ocl're~

;)1'JjT t I'e ther. but
neigh',) 'rs feel t
refinee'. They



1
:J. 1,
Jnst.-phine
dosirnblc ('Del
n\~ r_if:~icul t,l
~Tl[J rs .JTIly c
ncig:i.1b\ :::'8 wh
tldles nn ,cti vc.
bdtc1'nent m:,(\. bel
\_,rg['niz~,~ti\'n t,; keE.-p
~~-thL district •.
'I'he7 hL. vc n
the;. ~hcru ~1'c t
iPDilios in thE bl
hCVE [i friendly feu
oc1:1'l( fmilil's.
fnMilicB keep in their
'-Ther( i 8 n·) cl..is 9,ric

1. The neighbnrh()c'(~s i!VeTo

residontiel stroets.

2. Tho Ext81'il l' repl' ir p,:s
"eo .(1 VI in 6,i[!ht cc ses.
"ntlt givenl~ in ;ne; the
"excellent'! in nine
Cf!..ses "fair" in _.DO
t,.vr...-. •

3. The pr"pert~T ·_,f
['0 ~ c1 C ':nrl it i ,: n
ncighiwrs.

4. Of thl 20 f"MiliLs .nl" ,no
tile rEst ,'wnocl tlkir )le'CCS
pr perty W~'S purChf:.sc(1 fr .. ID
ly; in tw. c: ses f1' M :J. Negr·:
thr:-ugh c whitE re'l ~st te
'" lIegr'_ ,gEnt f r ,: whIt,~ firm.
the Doth, (1 :,.f purchcsG W'S nt

5. Fin frniliLs he:cl livld in
~TCt.rs :.l" lesE; fLUX'

ye~rs: Bix fL.~ili~8 ir '0 s~vcn

.'Dr' fi-·:o f::-Clilics f·r olevon ;,>



1
2
1
1
2
1
2
2
2
4
1
1

20

(~50,000
25,COO
20,000
18,UOO
16,000
15, 000
1:2,000
11 ,000
10,000
8,000
7,000

Nc·t given

7. Chil'1rer wrote on nur

3. Th0rG WUB n" tr·~ubl(J. Huf
in nox~ bl ck f(r 16 your
noighbors.

2. One neighbor c·b jecteo". fi.nc. t~::.)

4. We WEron't w~ntof. Ther
sGv'tral CC-f:1rJi ttCG r1oet1ng
oust us.

6. 1", fricticn whntGver. Vbs well
kn.)'im, l;oi ,'hbcrhodl m:cn ',t
up r:lUch ['. t the t t il:18.

5.

6. Tho J)rosont "'aluu c f 1,hc ;1r ·perti,
-bcl.)w.

new pr_porty wcul~ be neurer his Jffice ond

cul turr,l [:(1 ~antegos;ne want ci' t ~J go t owr:.~'

sovEr~l ~rVB the very nstural roUBen



h·"oIn

Six f(~8ilic8 h' .c1

fl.1",r ~ 'uilicG ]1· II. thrrJe.L

9. \}ii'c,n tiJ.e h :u.s t..~ '\",:::-:.3 b L~ in@'
2Q~8 0f the r~ft0rG WGTC

f~ ~i~ ";'

8. Rccei~£a thrc[tteuinB ~e

fir8~. LirlC f~·~r.1il:v \~J':-~S (liS;!1

FTI(1 D'~ VC;c1."

~ 1. ,L'). sur;-rrv:.::Cy \ f t:tc r~u;''1'b(;:i' ,:f ~Tcgrl

the 20 f'l:.uilit.<' is riven bcl ..../wo

',;:., F l~,r 'ilf trk f:..:.niJ.i\ S sf;.i{l tb.t1t '~hc:,~ hr.,C. ~.l,., Y'.(:

110 (l E:SS,~.c:1.t:+,i, 1:18; seven heQ r:.s~),. 0~.'::' '~i~::r1r:~ ··':~tY.

j c...::r,_ (:3 .in "th: bl-;ct' cr in er_j;~ccnt 01t.:01':8
!.()1U: CUBO s t'J.e IJee;r.... chil(~'.ren pI2.YU', ..'1. t:l t
'·!hite. I.:2W:'" l,f the Heg::.." '. C \'J(:1'( l~n 1>,;,c'}.l :i.c
Dent aS3"JiJi'.;.ti.. riSo Tv;, f[.L1ilit.. G !."l.ttC:):::c
llci,"hb 'rhc':/(l v~'hite chnreh; ";no W"';C1~-~l1

t." Q litcr:::r~- club.

8 ~ Sl~bsequ('nt trL[,.tf:'H~11·~ v,r,s ffcll rir:ht" :"n 1
"all r1.eht but we ~GnT1 Dix" in thre0 C;'BES.
11)'( J." ~""b "8 '"l'(~ .p"'l" ,::,·n,l]y: H -ill 11'" '",(~,: "]"H :1,,:,,:1~ .......1 ... ' ....... '.c .' _~1. \.:.. ,_. .... J.'-' ' __ ....... , ..... l." _ ....

!·i::.l~·.t t..,xccpt nC:lct (J (" r YlGigh1j\,::r fT
, in

10. 11hs f,c.lf.'li13.. 88 th~:i.t hc"(1 ~~', VE,!,l :i.nt,
110)r13 rL~'rc tl:-.nn tb.rse ;/(;01"'8 p~~LY1.CU81~·

littl(~ tr'.-,v.b:!..c,. rl~hf:rc \7,~'S fl, j)r",blc~\

'xhitc f,:n i.llc S ]tn'" \\ri:ngl~r b"'u t:""!h t
t c~)l ~rG(' f~J:1iJ.::c:-:. [lP2:::[':;'''01}~';1:l &iv-:i.:::
little ]lOl(l.

chili'rcn?" I:'! sc:v6ral instr nees the socll

hr~ be~rin? n the tr~tltn6nt receivod

tcg'cther; nost ·'ftcm the pla:, yare1 i'll'S the-- --------------



30 lire. 1'.1."- (~ c sn Tt

4. ~.!. J nj)~;.ne 8 c
lJ.'he nC~:_l:!hb

In T',J

wi th whIt (j

t:,(~·,s_o Illl:c~l

";"o~' ;i!i.J't,·i\ b8tte:c

5. One s~uth8rn n8i~hb ,r
fr"l~ Go'; rf in two
th;,t the llcgrcls sl1
se~ TLte CO~ChGSf schoe,
l-Jut she Dbl[!hoo·rs 'iii t
The wl1i t" f[lmily
C)f the S-- 's
is t[',lentu1. tl.Ld
much better
pe.']11e on the ()

2. 1].lh0 nCif'b.b :"rhc <JL i3
getting !!1Lxef.

It; .• The bU~~l:,Yig ~:.f t~ 1,_ t e.n'~. r:
it Wh"iJ.8 t-n.e rCJi2:-'.bl. 'rhacel. :8
SP.(C}S -G' '11.].'/6 })T. (~UCf.::~ tllC'lt

in thc' :): st"

l. You W ulcln T '';:; kn\.. Vol

except f ,r tht i:::- CL,L"I"_'

J.3. ... In j)rn.ctic'. :1.;/ HIl
'the r'mt 'r ['aIling
c.eprec: I'. tl.rl "b:{ thC)T
f:~Dil:-il" One r~~n sEd. t=t
cert~in ron~els if th
i~;:: tl1c hl,-' ck. Yet
hl.1 b~eD rEntir:~ fOT

Ycnt8,1 t, ITSfr:'6S rit

17. SJ)eciij.c C;Jr.1r1E:::n-:s t:l['.{!.e by \~li

NCrrr0 ntighb 1lrs arc givtin bel

:LB .. ~~hc c,A:l!)lt..:xL: n :f 2,:" ~:k~

':n:~: :~ '.' i" i~ t n~i t ::n-:. t f·,
neif!'.1b l'e w u](1 h~:.r(~l::;T

S,. 11\ b:octi\.'n W:"S rn1c

1t;" In n. CP.Gc. IV,.f.; 'C:1C rc ~~.r:~

the He(!!' .\~S :,"8 jlu:ii.--;hb,.:L'S;
r~~cc Wt_8 tiH' ,1Jjccti-,nc-J..
Ct',se EO '''ere G i't 0(1 wh e~'e

thGY cr, d <? rmch 'bet t (n" nc ifhb
,elf the white fU:1iliuJ.

,".. r. 0



7. Of c
thero 'f S l

'Vu,li'. l' the
f ..... rGizncrs.

8. I j)i t;,r D. rc

9. Pc, "l( will Be
thct tlE,re's £c

It rcffccts the, ch,
DElirho 'rhoi' gr::(t",,~. .c,)'

10. 'rho;)' <'l n't hi thEJr
nTe tho cle~,n(jst. pee
in tlw, nei.'hh,' rhchd;

11. H,) iricti
;iJ.ny veith

12. The b.y is nu
n, ,ther is ili

13. The nc iVhb I'll" '('

14. The:; <'In' t i,:rcc
'i'hey h.c '70 tw,
dnu['hters.

1,5. It lw rs th\ value c
Tho nciphh~rh0:d

':L.lrs. G-- i.E V0T-;1
go,~fl neit~hlJo: r.

16. They keLp t thoDs81
bthor UG ut nIl.

'.7. ':Ie le['V0 thEln Glene"
us :,1 no.

18. Excellent nei,.'hhc rs.
S~MG f~Milies c·~in:~

nei~hbrhG0r'. Dei"
ch·,nf'in,;; ;, ther
in r"ncl. l)l"'o.r('. inc
Bt:~rto(l.

19. Di<'ln't c"ns irloT the
})o::'l)le l:i.'ll(' hcr
let Bt... von ~T(.,t·.r8

.... wn businc8~.

[~f!reer.ble.

20. ~J,uldn't live
';Ihi,tc chil (lTon
c'.l:-·r C(~ chile'ra"n



22. D~ntt [lss~_ciptc

noi;th1) _~rs.

23. It d'-'0s, ,:,f ccurso. l,",wc
v~·_lUl.tien of prc)erty.

24. The~T 11. :'1'1. 1 t t 1':1 L\ [.68,' C i:' (;
with us. They i~ive us n'~'

trcuble. qc ~Gn't wu~t J'1.'

[1 .. re f:1'\Vinr i r • -:li:o:wever.

B. H;,RDIHG :NElIUE. ;, TYVICLI, "IHVASIOlI. "

Tn the preceeU1'1.r j),lr7C8 thc [.. ttUDpt "f t

better h(~sinf c0~~itions h~.s been hr:u~ht 0

-':ht Hc.L:r,_ eB 1 atter1)t tc seC-:'lre

1. S :urce 'of Studs

'J'hc HUT0.i1'1.g ;,vcmw sj.tu".ti~n VJ[,S

street, inc8nsbcl Linc\. tt.lnmecl

fL'C there t· the herJlqwcrtcr8 cf

ngih,ti<Dn in the nGiphbcrhoo"l nes

~t started when two new h U 8GS 1'1.e!'-1' Viarr:e1'1. J~

J'hc first man to n p~, rt

sent j ::K:nt '1',el reachor' a danCGrl,us clip1f1J{ am'. t



th~t if he i~ nt sell then he ~'ul~ b~

1 'Vl r "riCE:: in Do. VGr:1 s n" rt ,t iD6. He.

ri.t :c:', ther res,) nEibl", fer the 1r;;l'J UlC.

A sh'ort 'ci!:lc i.iter thiB unother

bringi TIC with hil1 "TI u' which h8 )Y'1

_____H r~in~. Deer ,mrr
6-ro.)1:1 hr,use. full beser."
1 c~r ~~r~['B; bit; atti
price ~GOOO: $1000 d~
;i60 per wmth. Cr,ll

He. hi(l t"llce[l wi th the first r18.n

rC3~)~l1elbtljt.Y in the situr~tiC'n9 arlG

Al thcngh the Survey cul,:l teke

W.S ('ccieeD to stncly the ;1':'cess ,·f

r.ei.~hbrho Cis '. s shewn in this bl,:ck. B.;·th

rcsi~ents in the S(oti0n)i the blook

8.,1(1 w(ro inclurlec' in this [reu). 'i'!lL who

wul~ thr 'v lifht l'tnn the sitb~ticn.

~~ Liui ts cf the nQir,hb·~rho~d aM, Hs

ill: ck c ntf'.iniDc7 ep;J:rc:xinatcly 10') h.·I:1('s.



CD VACANT FLAT @ ~/NGLE HOUJIi OCCUPIED
/JY Z FAHILlI!S

mTWOWFAMILYI COLORED

RESIDENT.

~

~ 5 sO
T T
o 0
R R
E E 0

OWHITE

RESIDENT

5 0
T Sy ,..-_ fr' /3'1 21

~ :oornornoo
~L-J.....J.......I....,-.l--l-l-..-J-r..J.......L...-l---J--'--.l--l.--L-~.l--l.......J.......J..-...l...,-l..,.....L---r..,.~~

<:



Feu!? 

FAHILY
OWNER: WHITE aD

COLORED 0 WHITE 00
/tENTER, COLORED R



WHITE l1R
RENTER: COLORED R FOR :lALE 0



h2f~ rlm~;j.ned lr.. t~1c D2ighborhood ever since.

'lhe rr,"1'1;cr number of rc-sidents 01,'!:!1 the::' ..

The development of Ho.l'ding

As nCiT QS CIlYl be detcrmincn the.

growth of the bloc]: betwsen

for the most part. within the,

fro.;~f. ond. the pl'oport:,' is. with [. few

growth h<-s occurred largely within 1h0 last

bJ,ock from I1ack to Canfield was the first to

was studie0 ~ntensively.

h'ld moving L"lto the rlistr'ict tl':OT8 w"s some

was IE rtia11y buil t up before

compi '~tE\l. The honses Oll this latter

same scale or in the same manner as in

fasling W'"S confined to one or two I,-mili os

(G:ccpt to the ,,-gents m(~ki]'1i? the s,:1e.

:first expressed diss,.'.t i.sfc:.ction f .• t the

r1CCl1 :,,, the ncirhoorhooo. be Ct"me-

but elso ~n ~rlvo~nte of marc color5J

lllt') the block lu:-.s

to onc 0:" the YL'1 cst ... t~ m~n ~1[:J1'lling businos8

the lest influx. u-til thG 8ummer of 1~2b. cqm

ago. At tbct time severr.,l'colore0. f,.milics

distnct. some of th8ffi buying outright. As

L



be founel of isol~tGf Iloaro ~:nili~B 'nc'. ~

'I'l10 bleck frcn II~c.k AVCl11J0 tc C~nfiold,

This noighborhoocl ie in the line

the, ti,'o rlovE;c' l!orth on t!:c s"Lrc-L t to'N["cr

self i mf:lU no • Fi.nc.1 l:,T , t,-.ro hous( 8 in the 1

tv- cclcrcc:' )OO)J 0 in s)1tr of thE

~8 con~itiGns DXj,st tcday, t~crG

fc.r:lHics <:lre livinf in c sinf.l€housc.

e~(]CU1)iC" by colored out e)f a tc tal cf

~.l:r(;C rcsiclcncG is c"lUolc uJ[~. .

least two cases whore evIcror cwners cf

Be the te. t(.l l.f c' 1 ..Ter' rosi ilcnts CGulc'. or:sil,'

blocK between Canficlc' 1in(l ll::i:cron the hOUSGS,
bettEr as they go )'0rth anil tho infiltration 0

this r'ct"ricrntfnr scctL:n. In fuct, "no

fall owoi' tho bett L r hOUG(' S tlE'TO.

110r+'h ,f H. It ;;.:., :'~I!nifiu".nt t!:r.d: the col

nou_nCG~: on the. west 81(le of the ztrect I on 1Ml

r0S}~cnts scttlcr e

['.r("r:.8, 22 shown in the ;JopulL. tion rlE}1



m
~lLt:

Initial
p, "I " l'tr de ...

FIV= SALLS III THO YE.,RS

Pv.~- c b.:... 2 C
Price

L,ngth
,f
O,',nership

1 2 ;.,~rs. 8800 1200 60 (?)
"2 ') yrs. 8800 1200~

3. 1 yr. 7500 1500

" 3 weeks "Ei3 J),l"iC8 " 550 Seller's
5 1 week 7500 800 55

bu,re r broke into the C ·)oounity with the 1del:l

Tho first cclore~ froily which

to securo good haDes in rospectnblc

i.nilies in Detroit to ret out

Th~ cvi~oncc seeos to in~icetu

~s ~~n in~ivi~ucl D~ttcr.

T"CO oight thereby jJurchclse ;,rc jJerty in

j'he first frrlily ,)Girl :,'. high r>rice fer the

',pont in the s'"le rcci:11or' it, he ;lcirl

the cn~ which hes, heon

which heeve tlkon ;,18c0 in the stctic:n ,)f t

Ol'~cr

:Jf
3,'le

jn thj s Se oti"n (li,', lX.y high price s f( r the ir

~ctuf,ll:T rmuh o,:re than thb;jT were w: rth.

t~~..:.) r:lCr:rket price,. "vhich, [j,ccc:r(~ing tc CD8



(;s-i.Jr:,tu I:ion PUT'J.)os'uly "plr,ntu(l n c,::loro(~ f'z.nili

~1:"I'C i ':.tu v!,~lu cs ··.n(·~

Tho :~llogntiun,

Vie.S l'lo:;:,e the-.n whi to jJurch,.8ors ','!OulcL

oviQcnoo to indic~t8 th~t tho

pr..i.cG V'illingly, ".n r'· \'ihun tl',o (.oclining

s:cluru,l it c',ous not scorn tbcct the first

b"clly tro t,)(l :-.8 nt first ;.lJpe1'.rs. It

lnt0r purch~sors h~i'u not profi tv' by ,.ny

purchnso prico bcc1'.USO of thoprOBcncu of

puro}:cscr in tho noie-hborhoocl. I:1i tL'l

o9ur~t0r8, h~vc b8cn rC(llcof rcccntl:Y in

j~(;l:crr~l so th·.t tho lor.1or pC.J'TIlonts of tho

;Kt thee l'N'ult cf flbn()rm~.l circumst;"ncoc.

0Ytcnt .,

)~\"~crty hQl~crs to sell, t~lsc

p"rti ,'s ct,rryip€," .:.11 l:iusinuss i,n tLe block l'il

"Jr'.c: fl.~!.hi. th·':.t thuy v~crc l1vt, in so fr-.r es

:src."tly inturus t()(l in the stroet. jy onu

~()~'8ring of t~o 9riccs ~C1Ulll 6ut

.,,1,('1'0 "",10 n:t OD-"ugh bvsineslO r·n tbo stroct t

Tho most active ronI estate operata

1'.11 of his Signs pIeced upon Bold houses

3\.~2.d 3y "This eign f:.ctcd 8,8 G rcd

;rosidents \',~~lO Fir:w ill it only n. spcci,~.l gustuTe

·Lnc\'it.'lblc influx of colorod people.

i'l~.cn'icw"d, st: .ted th,~:t they 8 oliei ted

orc:.in,.ry ch~J:muls. 'j'r.ey h'cd no, id.el' '·.S



On thrJ

.A Iw.r tn'or in on 0no Negro residents.

<'._'.'1~' busin888 en the stroet prcYious to this.

ton tionf~ .' .1'0 8nbja ct 0,:1 to ~~'lO Hf'~l"cl ia; Avenuo.

t~eufht thnt tho nctu~l vnluo

801'lc, not 11C;lf but Jcprocir,tcpropcrty vnlu'

their oriBinnJ prico, but

oought nt i)'Jnk prl.cos r.11(l in ml':rly ir.stcncc'

'3trcut fJtoocl to lost) on t,ny trf,n"n,cti.on bo

mel'ely thro1l[d: tho f:pprocir,tion of lfn,'

:1rd trouble :.lJ getting from white, purch~s.,

of enG of thc) rerl estate men, 80st of tho ~

pri.ce i' Ithollgh not nlwflJTs

into Bf',rding h.nmuo, ~l though he h"r~ not r

connected with the 1'8['1 o8tr,to inUI who

Dolicy TIGvor to sell property to Negroes

Thoro ~pponrs to be

"nd he s',id th:.t llU did not, ~pprove evon

],,'le; ~\:t enc ]louse listec: for sr.lo on Ht'.:c::,in_

cclor'c'l P'.1.yc!:'.nsor morely o:rt'bir, his whi to Clcmpot C J

r.ctu~.l v'~luo thnl1 rJOithr>T pnrty lost

Ec :;1130 stntoc' thrlt coloror1 rosidents onter

BollarD up to th0 time o:f tho
$

i'h':ve, -moved into the block. VlLito sellor

:,Cf)U wcifht. If thoH:,rcling Avonue



have probably not gone below ~400

of tho:n :;:"Qill[crkccl, "when you ee!l harc1ly

the e.gents t con".miss:'on:fG As e Dinttcr

~'3hcv'JS M;:;h~.:.t such e si tuntion is not pcculip.T :.J

p':'opurty holCl.uI's who wc;re desirous of

nrJt (10 GO for this rGl1son. "Whr.t iE; the uso

prusence of colored in Q

property vi'.l ues I.S tho whito resic1en ts claimo

cOlored purchaser paid the mnrket vnlue

colored buyer I'Jas the loser i'nd not the

One of the property holdors on t

t~o.t the agents cleverly got· out of losing

depreciRtef property by hol~ing up the Dctun

property (u}on which commission

other !:lenr1 the y 10\'leroc1 the ini tif'.l pi'ymen t +

the seller got littlo cash i\UU ~t the so.mo

~u~den which WI'S undoubtedly too grGnt for

';Jl:1ich it wou:Ul tckG yonrs ~nr1 yonrs to

b:lt is n general result of the su~don spurt

('pcn,tions nul t!c.c I1c1justing of rei'.1 ost,cte

Gg:rOEJ!ncnts often nsking much 1088

feun~ throu~hout the city, espe~inlly in the n

:':.02:. ~ hous0s!. (The in,-ostigntors fonne'

cOhl~ be purch~se,l elsewhere by mnking nn

but ;;:200).

g;



resi(lcl1ts .._----

beun ferced to rro

The Goloren. residents on B~r('il1g

the othE-r hRllc~. other property

gct vary goon. rents by letting their

opinion of tho inter1'io\~urs tr..nt the

to hy tho finot prol)orty owner vms nttriblltnb

T~G snme property hol~or who

ho riishoc~ to get out of the neighborhoo<'.J ..

woulJ hQve to cut ,lown on his rent, r.nel, in

hocsu to (etoriornte.

But ovcm though property O"!llcors

Rltogethor, to tho f~ct

orl this str0u1" own their property

~'er:Junor:'tivo price it must be ror;.olY,bcrcJ. th,

r:~H~.~ in tho f3GcOn(; plr.co, r;,~::ny of

fl:'C so close to tho mLrgj.n thct tho;\, O[.nno

u!110SS they first rcnlizo on

it Soon:s to bo, thnt the 8r111::J.1 pnymont

m~py of thor;. it is n cnso of

in the neiehborhooCi. hu oa..'1 swing fl neVi homo

this clnss of roal ost~to trnnsaction,

an tho p2ymonts coming in from his

rUJJnins, bOVJG7C·~. tho griuYr:nce :-c.is<Jcl by tl:

f\)l t thnt thCJT hn(l settlecl on tho street for

foun,l n iwctJr, n clentist, n post office ooplo.



Tbor~

Of the four rocunt Negro

'L'ho tVIO f irr.·ls (0 in!?: tho

Th(~S0 two- chil:rcn scu~ca to be

The fu~ th~.t ttoI'u nrG S()CM to mix

D'J 8ucl~ C',Gn i'uun,""

\'iitl::ou':; oxception the; ':'hite

i~terviewo~, ovon tl::OB~ rost

Tb'JTt; .:'.TC ovi(l. f••;11tly fow ccJ.oro(l chil

n skillo,: r.utor~obilr, v'ork0r. In

prnisc1 the Nogro rQsi(~Gnts

st~tcJ th~t thoy ~~~o bettor nGi~Lbor8

rosidents.

not only kept u) the; r'")l)c~r, nce of his

it1,(ir0VC,-L it. There' wr" s no cor.jpl~.in:t of

th~'l..t thoir colorotl noighbors gi"'''lO thor: no

in tcgr 1ty,

j'or thu Nogr l
) rosi~ontst Guiotnuss ~nf or~Qr

J8sir~blo neighbors.

mon intorviuwoQ s}oko nost highly of

client ~s th~.:: ;r,hi'tc 'purcb~:sor; i11(:' one

block both st~to~ thnt thu Nogro w~s

[;3 to str-.te thc~t his business ('c:,lings

qn..:sti')n "put on too

of vlhi. tes. The ono conplc.iYit

ll~gro fr.rilJT c'rno froT: r, n(;ighbor 1"ho Ii 'lUll

8]()kon to first".

c~ i1.1:r(.. n.

L ','jhito chi.1.:1r"n :-:l( th·) colorer' chilc'cron's y,~.r'



this

In fact, theri.-

onl) one individual was found who sug

cont6mp1atc·:d by the white rosi dents •. al though

110 ,Jro~ram of action could. be discoverbil, as oither

g'Ol}eral1y r1'.. "'O the rellf"~ZVc'US for their plr:y.
~

n.si "ent s har. chilr'ren onr1 \Ihcn in tc'rvie Vlel [:r n,:.rc.lly

stroet "CIC hot to put on a show such as

originally reported to the investigators

c. re suIt "f t hi s lr~ ck r f io;)(, c' il::lOnt, s oarxr' Q bl c t (

['f solving th8 problom. He. lu-s "''-. tici;J£.,ted in thE;

;,1,;,' '.vith cc,l, rei'.. :Sut v.hi to fl'.oilios \'.'hich ('.17'. n.,t

V'lYe equc.ll:r 2nxi:;us to IG~vO the· neighb rl10Gf'., ·'·,nc'.,

f,. r c. ne\'1 lC":ation o.nrl 18:."'1(; so:ner

There has never been an~r organized appositio

the )art of "Ihite residents on the block alth'ont!h

5. The present situcti,jn.

colon:d families have suL'ered pett;j' annoyances from t

conE iderec1 thE- Tulsa method ef:focti\·c.

th" existence of the ]{l. Kli.<,X Kl:IJ

vsr~' Ii ttl(; acquaintanc~.' 'or neit!hborliness !J.IDong

'""auld serve as a uni tinE: aE:[rlC~'.

block. M:_n;, of tlle !!lon Intcrvh'ved had to asle their

out tlc.0 name of c' resident across tho street or only

c1ist'~l1t. D.l'C in ct lu:st 011e c,. Be the ,:Iifo ht,d to rOBert

telephone r'irectory in order to be suro of c nC,ffiO

11 !": 0.~ ~h( resIdents cxprGs8ec1 their nillinc'11css

they could be sun: that t"O pres8r,t number of HC,ro fcmilies

v,j1or" the f2mi 1 i cs he,d be on Ii vinf across from each



mittcd that they had no interest in tho

si tU.'ltior. with a 811.ccosof'ul financial ,10[;.1 on t .elr

only. 7ho men who originally reported the situat·

would remain as the quota for the

hood, but wc"( tryir€ to make sure that

"
they felt that if their street was labeled as colored

deteriorate. none of them had any hope of tile nel .

inn'-nvenience of findinp another ph,ce "'I'd moviIl£.

oar~ to remQin in the neighborhood, the~'

no drmger of their losing money on their homes.

- 57 -

~lock that so long 2S tho property

It is the opinion of

faith in the other nt'lighbors~

to sell to Nc~rocs have been broken. It ~ppcared

in an agreement not to sell because each 6xpresse~

Already several agreements between next door

fear the loss of prope;;:,t~· va lues from tile pre sence

cease to get attention from the city departments and

gators that most of tho residents ure looking out

ina i vi dU:..lism and suspicion ;,'Ihi ch ,;xists on the

ODC c~nnot prediot what mi",ht hcppen over night

hood. 'Lhe dCr.l::::retrGtions whi0h hcvE. occurrec1 in seve

situc tiona in Detroit nrc contagions in the sense that

dC'Tr.1Qnt in the mine's of mr,ny 0f the Harding

u possible ecmrsc c f [;. etion. In ".he co_scnCE: cf

the 61) ;fcstibili ty s!1c·'.'Jl1 by tho Dnjor~t;y' vf tho

l'csidants intcrvicViOd ecuICI. ho inflw::Jecl to [\ neirhb(,rhocd hys

Which Dight ffiunifcst itscl£ in hestile

\7h~·lOS9.1o exe dus freD the noighbcrhood



In tho past few yoars sovere.l puroly

- 58 -

A renlestntc dealer said:

"J:r. S-- :.:.. reel cst:) to de·le~ belio'! '
till t sc;bdivisions nre e. !!rco.t hODe for the.
negro who would othor\visc bo Iorced to liVE
in tho cOn['ested ('istricts. IT 'I1C' Ihgro
be oncQurntod to s,'ve towercls c. lot ilnd ho
he will bo morr.llJT nn,o oconomic<.lly s,,,,'ocl.
'L1.e white reul ,"ste.te compcny for which
Mi', S-- works is promoting 11 Ifcgre sul:Ji'i vi
in :. neighboring town. Luts ere 0fferoc!.
r01.sonable rctes and the comp: ny hi.S a
cont n,ctor will ing to build hou3es [, t 12

f~ir r to. In w~£t subdivisicns es it is
n0' rl:r im)ossilb\ for Nczr,)cs to .set contr,:c
t o buil". h, USE-S ",:'ce])t r,t cen undue CGst, tr.8J'
e,ru turcorl t·.' ',uilcl the'ir o\'ln :. nc' <:s fo\,; ,.f
them arL cnrpenters, the subiclivision suIfors.
If thE' He2rc, ~ets cut 0 f the bUS~T (l.(;.'!lltc,wn
8e ct ic·n where he is [, prey tc exc'rbi tnnt
rLnts '.m' tho tunptati,'n tv speni' m,~ncy in
vClriuus '..w:,:","'s ··:n(",-- if' he stG.rts sccuriiJ.[ n
h:mc. he is ,n the r~!,d t~ ccen mic
incl opuni!.encc.

~hilc the white mon interview8d on

wi tb f. consequent financial 108s on th E; prope rty~

i1.' ve been developeD, in o.nd net'.r D8troit.

of the SIc [:rG the Light-Mile Ro;:.d in which

'.1]out 4,000

hOUD ing w",re pract ically u.m2nimous with regLriJ.

cf t~e ~egro real est~tc men and sociul workers

wore unalyticnl views on thes8 subjects.

THE JTEG110 SUBDTVISI01L
'" .
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Another Negro real estate man:

On the o'~her hnnd [! l1e;7ro b':nlwr t['li:cs n f~,vor(''bl

2ttitude to'~[',rds subdivisions:

"Tht:- ~UlJdi vi .... ionE ic:c ..... on the. 'whore is
not u gooo, one becausl few of th", b~ tter
Nc~Yo(s inv~st in sU0~ivisione &nd livL in
them. LivllJ' in ~u~divisions L~~rLv~tes the
heGl th ;JroblGm and peo~le who adoj.)t it sli,
into the old southern rurul ways of doing
things. L" II<~' Ii Vee. in lJ ",tter coomuni t
'~ue:estion and public opinion would force
'the-m to keep thuir jJropc:rt~' . nd Daintain
a hi,:her st"ndcrd of conduct. I:Z tllGr" ",l'

hibh ~r~d", r~scrv~tionz in tht subdivision,
it n,y turn out t:ll ri.:;ht. ':Iilc,n there is a
larEL isolated Negro group in uny :,rcr.. thEre
is ~pt to b", neglect both on the part of ttl
inhubitcnts end on the pnrt of the r:mniciJ.'6-j
authoritiE:S. "

"In general, subdivisions are moned-m~:ing

schet:lCs. He n;.; Jolored )eo,le from the SoUtil,
usecI to rural environment. settle here. The.,
tend to remain in a static condi tio:,. raisin£:
veaetables. T~cre i~ n0 op~ortunitJ for a
type of development. ~hich would enable them
~o ad2wst themselves to an urban environment.
,J. rcetrict",d subdivision is valuable but
most subo,ivi" ions are neglected and unheal tb~'
because ther, are no provisions for an
adequB to water sUPJJly or SGWQgE dis pose',l. II

"Very few NogroGs lese Doney on subdivisic
pro;Jort:,r. \Vherens r.1~ n:' 1"8(> on Detroit clol':ntcl'!l1
propertil s through ccrcless b,. rgeining. SuhcUvis10
people nrG very considerete cof' the l[egro purch'.s')r
In SOr.1e cuses payr',cnts 0n l,ts h',evE be0n n11, VJ(d
t, run f, r ['.8 1, nIT 1:'8 cightccn m,,:nths befL're
f,.rc.chsure. The difficulty v:ith thl c(,lured sub
d i vi si,-,n is that thL Nq:rr, has tr"ub Ie' in getting
his hausc built as tho indi vidual c,ntrnct,:r
ch"rgG8 hie; lX, rbit,',nt prices bCcuuso ho c, n't
gGt l:,ns 2t the s~me disc~unt f0r col.rod
entorprist,s QS f,:r white."
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Grjn t Ie men:

APPENDIX

" ,

Bourd of Directors,
Detroit R~al Estate Bourd,
Detroit, Michigan.

':'l:c first quosti en w:ticl: ce,~fror:t~' t::, Ci 'cy ] e
'.Lf,~~ct oJ tJ is grc[~t iEg:rpSS of Ne;gro ~90pulctiol-l. S(~:ciOU0
lJ':!:iL~ .(j'.vc t'.risen in soverel locrlitics viYicl ff.VC: [".J.r(;,~
~Tl t~.:ci i:l eel!]() bloofl-8hud~" lJccr~us(: of tl:(.: fnct tt.r~t F.'l~cn ~

1(\']3 intJ " ,:jr;trict v!tich is oatirely nhito i.t is (listu'c in=
; l,' k·:, 1) QQ() o:f millCt of ti":o \'!hito rosirlunts wr.icl: afton rasul
i~~ ~': ne:f~·h.borhooc1 disturbf.l1CO cLus:'ng pTOpGrty rL!'.Y!1r:.ge:, aT 11
.~~.!') '..'f'foct of crc<""'.ting r: (~()siru on the pLrt of t:t.o \~.Ihitu
:Lsi'onts tr ICQVO tho nolgLbortoo~ rosulting in Jucrc':sin
r::iJ)0:l:'t~! ~l .. 2.G:o" It, tJ10rc:t'cru, follov.'8 thr.t t.hu Heigro who
::''l'rt::s iIJt'J n ,3tl'ictly wbito nuigb.bo::'I1UOC:' is r·{,gc.T(lc<l t:s un
l,.;sirf.ol:\ ~-.~H1 trl.'ublc is bOUIlcl 1;0 r08uJ..t fr,-,r,l sueY r:ctil)rl.. Vi
t'lieve tho reverse is also true and that a distinctly Negro
:',":r:munity etCH)S, not welcome tLe white resiclent into i t8 diatri.et.

' I
l'Lero is llllot.'1er phase ai' the situation which is advlll'1ced by the
Negro ~ho has accumulated 30me pro~erty and desires to live in
edter 2urr'ouliclings tban the present districts ofthh~ Cit~'
\':1,ioh ho,vo b8en taken over by 'the Negroes and ",,:tieb ar£) densely
strewn wi t1. cl:eap rooming J-:ouses and disorderly' t),:;'"ces' o£
Qlioj,nef:S creating an envi~onment in \"Jhich h8 dOGS not want to
brint~ U) hiG chiidren.

Several weeks ago the president of the Boero. was
authorized by a resolution of the Bo&rd of Directors to ap)oin
a spoc~al committee to make an invosti~ation of the Nogro
situction in this city, which Cor.Jilittoe W(!s to re~)ort its
i~gf' to the Board of Directors. Tre COITJili ttee e,ppointed con
sistod of IVL,. L. J'icGiv",rin, NU1'lli,m M8tinnity ,'nO. Al·thur G.
l'~',ssott, ch"irmr,n. Euch m8nbGr of this co=i tte8 h[:s been
studying tho sitlw,tion =0. we have "Iso beon in touoh \'lith
GlJV',1',-,l JLlJmbcrs from thE. n"oi,l COl"Jilittco Which \'Ie,s r,.tlpointod
b;.r j,I,' ;/or Sr:i tho YOl.:r commi ttee wishos to r.;r;ko t.ho follo'.'lin
rcp0~t vi its invostiRntion up to dcto.

It is ~c violl known fLct t]-[,t thouscnds of -No
L ',Vv t,c;en Qttr,~otod to Do'~roit during tho pf:St sover:-,l ye~,r
'l'h: ~ ,,'cording to [', rO_Jort l'occntly Imb1is:C'Jd by tho Poc,nl a
~;(lL;rJntion then, "ro novi r:pproxilY!Qtoly 82,000 j'jogroos in thi
l!i ty. Thoy h~,v(; be:Jn ;:ttl'~,cto(l ['end. brou[<1:t hore on ,-ccount
ttG ir~ustrir:l prospurity in this City ~~(I bOCC11S0 of the
[c;n~rr,l shork.Go in L,bor on. e,'ccount of t110 restricting i
{:r:",tie-n InvJs. Most of thusc .0Icgrcos [:rc ci.tizu.l.1S 0:': "cn .....
];:1itc.d 3t[',tes '~ncI [,S such thn :!,rcw [',biclirw cl['.ss o;-;ti"lo('

c,t l'o J"vs'" ,'roto1tio n o~ +"i", Cl·ty ,'nd c ~ui""b'll' nl"A- -, v.J:' .-' .... ~. :. ..l. .L v.1';'.~o ! ;.~J t.,'::' .... ....,' •• ' /:, ..... ,1_.

1;c ~e~~ their fnmilics.
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~']- .". t2l_ courtE' 0;;' tJ,j s :';~'.tc 1: ".'t· 111'],(11,1 i.n s.-'.-"_.r.
L:._~ ~ lJCI,Q tli'-t J.-;r0l.)·_~l't~/ J;,i':1 b., r\;stricf.,;(l r·.g,.in~~t

12:. or OCelli)' ne:,'" b~; ;)l,rf~On0 ri.ot of tl.C: C.'-.uc:"ei:.D
c Pl'ov:lc~ inr: tl;'; UOlP,~L;:'~' no._ ~:.! rf,l ti 1,~i.~ to tl~J' tr;,118

- '_. '-~ C~.. ;':,[:1:,:) il1cllH~8 :.:'ucl'} rustrj ction.

ii.
l!.. t :} CJ.'I, !)!'oJ,h"rty L,~s bl'Cil ::;,nb.,ti,·irlcd '-.LJ ~.:;o'lr~L·

'itl_out tll~ incl;,uion of such r~striction in con-
,;/id", ~ n(l ''- J.()]., tJ." ",ntro nce of p.-.rsons othe r

1.1. ;1 tL,_· C~,ucf.si··.n r' Ct; i"oul{, b<J L',.trimcillt.-l to
!:.lij :roun(!in,'~' l)l'O~J(;rt;;.,. v' lUc... s, th,.-.t ::'. s~;.t)'.:r t(;
inf::trtH'.l;nt s(;tting 11,V E.ucb. !' rc;-striotiol'l f!.~:~T "bo
(l}' · .. ~1, (_~zccntcfi .. h~/ th,; ,-.rrious f(;(' r.'Jl,:"cTs of
lots in the subJi'-ision or tr ct in quustion r.Dll

1
~ .

.)
{ .....

'"f, r,l:30 belil ~.~; .J~L,'t LC;f;]b\'rs of t]~~:,· Bo,'. rcl ~)hOl:

1,:.. . It,,:Hiou :.(~·."rl ",11r)e1. to tLt_ foll,)',:ini; f2ctr3

.A llc,-l tor 8):0:11:1 n,·1;1.:· be; inEtrE1:1'
introCtucinp,' iuto ,... ne i[:I,borLoor; :.
of jJropurt;{ or OCOUjJ.'.r:cy, I,'c,mb,.1'n ef f'lJ-

r"ca or notion lity, or 'ny inrtivillirlu
·...)-oOSe pl",8/;!1C r) "ill (Clc;~rl;)' be' cictr.i.t"j,nt
to L)TO;J(;rt;l ~·~'ll:l.;s in tr; t ~(;ii;r:1jorLoc(l.

The problem before the City is on~ of nb~orbin~ ttc
R:rov'in,-: Hogro jJojJulptior: i!1 loontions rne' distriots r:tero tbcy
0ill b~ cblc; to livo i,ith thuir or:n p00plc ['ccorJing to thu5r
vc.rious st2tions in lifo, but \-,Iithout c~usinlT r~cif.l c:isturb
~'nC0 by moving into cstrcblishcd v!hite districts. Your
cOIl'mi ttoc fuels t'::·t this '"lEI only bu brou:;tt r:hout hy [: r-rrd
u:l ~:~~n6ion of present N0fro jictricts ~hict vlill force thc
Crucnsirn who objects to the Negro residents into :: utitu dis
ttict in C'nothi.r 10c~it5 011.. Your oOIw:i'VtLO llso fino_s tl.: t
there r.rc s,-,"cr r .l lec~ tiens in tt" outl~-inr: (' istriots 01' t
Oi ty '!J:erc N.~e:ro··.s :t~ v" '.lr,,·.d;y st'rtoii scttlt.r.;ents, L: ,-,:J
districts t!:'~re is "v'iL.blu ~.crQ·,gc. IT +,L H'_fro in bctt-·
circumst:.ncus objvots to th,j crowii.cd coni'it:'ons jJrcY iling i
SO!!,,-, of tho 01(';1' elistricts tte;rc is no r~~',sor, ':Il:~' S01:1(' of
tris ~,crcq;c; coulrl not be d·-'/".'lo),",,1 into ~. n"t:ro clietrict
r:i[.<t, r r~strictions. 0rch f". QDvl;10:Jr.'1cnt could probr:bl~,:
}'roEotcd, [1;J' nc"e[ by . nC eho\! c p~ ofi t to ",Offitl 0:: th" \'lV'

i,~,r rJ\;0ro~ s no':; in tl..' Cit~?

Your cO[,:1,i ttr.c. <' ,;sire-s to strongly cotldc;mn tl:c
cCti.O:12 of tho unscru.t?ulouu ''!J'it,~ or Hu['ro etC'ler ';1)::0 purc
)rol) _rt;)' 0;' ttGmpte to core; tr_I, Negro into .~ rJ-:ito distri
c'ol_lY for U" pu1'~JOSC of btJing bour-tt out ct c, llrofi
,'j. ". 01 tJ. -. 1"'ccnt s"rioue' rlisturb' r:c,~ ':;.:: b"lioro t
r:•. IT:oI;r 0:- "oLr, D~troit 1=:: 'I !~"t te Bo:-rd :Jhould J.~.n.;

.ttuntion foroibly c·.llc;<1 !'.I;. in to 'Articlo 34 of tl, 00
Ettics of til" N--:tion-.l A. soai·.tion of R:Jr.l 8:::t~-::L 30~'rd
T' l12 ;..; fo110',-'s:

_liliiii"'-------------.-------------



Rospectfully
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rocordoa, thereby constitutiDe n rcstrictio
th~ futuro usc ~ni occup~ncy of s~id pro~urt~
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The survey of the Negro in Detroit, of which this
report is one of twelve sections, has been made for the
Mayor's Inter-racial Committee under the immediate'
direction of Forrester B. Washington, executive secre
tary of the Armstrong Association of Philadelphia,
and Robert T. Lansdale, of the sociology department
of the University of Michigan, assisted by Glen E.
Carlson of the sociology department of the University
of Michigan, Frederick I. Daniels of the sociology,
department of Central Normal School, Nelson H.
Harris, graduate student, University of Michigan,
Wayne L. Hopkins, former instructor at Bluefield
Institute, West Virginia, Donald C. Marsh
sociology department of the University of Kan
Delos S. Otis, graduate student, University of 1

sin. It is expected that this survey 'will furnish
basis for an official report to be prepared and ubli
by the Mayor's Committee. The survey was
by the Detroit Community Fund, the fun
expended through the Detroit Bureau of Gove
Research. This Bureau has edited the survey bu
not assumed responsibility for the collectio
data used in the report~.
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One index to the relative adjustment of a group~o a

new environment is to be found in its vital statistics com-

pared with those of the remainder of the population. The
,

following section cn the health of the Negro in Detroitc

siders the problem primarily frcm the statistical s

Material is offered to show the mortality rates

compared with whites and the causes for death

wit): whites. An indication is albo offered

sickness ex~orienced by the colored populati

sample group of Negroes in Detroit.

boen mado,to show the facilities availah

needs hospital or clinical care.

Some indication of the opinion of

selves on their health was furnished by

The question was asked, "Have health

family been better or worse since co

JUdging from the following table the

opinion wns th~t health conditions nre

the South or evon bottor •.

Tl,BLE 1

onNION OF

SnIDe ••••
Butter ..
Not given , e,_ "•••'.

\Vorse ~ .
Danlt J(rlO\V .

l~ ative v e," ..

TOTAL .

TOTAL 0 ' ..



Since tho 1920 Q.11(l 1925 f

A. Birth and death rates.

replios gave health LS a ronson for not

one person, however, out of 612 gavo heal

·.

or industricl strtus tad been improved, 31 gavG he

-2-

way in which ttcy had improved ~nd 16 gave finffilces

Tto Dotroit Board of Health

mentioned 16 timos ffild poor snnitnti

they found with Detroit and in their

home. Three hundred and eighty-two spoke

health togother. This '1I8S from a total of 797 repl

condi tions in Detroit ':'LS recaived in ffilsV'er to the que

"In what wcy heve you imjJrove(t-,-your condit ion by coming

Dotroi t'?" Whilo tho ma,jori ty mentioned that their-

making Detroit his home. Ton hoads of

Anoth,r indication of tho Nogro I s ojJinion of tis

chart which gives acomplote

based upon en estimated

doath rates according to color in

1920 and 1925. In these tables

sinco tLo Negro migrc,tion in

spread over those ten yenrs, the

absolutely accurate as comparee,"

Dutro it gre';; so n:p idly in the

population of Detroit some
•

Tho birth rate for Negroos is

whito popu13tion is decrcnsing.



s in 1920.

-;:J-

hal3 been lowerecl in 1925 frem "Jhc.t it

Batt influenzf'. ~,nu pneumonir,

- .__.._------------

B. Causes of death and siclmess

births, the result of n ~cfinitc effort by the B

the Negro t s rate has increased :nore in

the colorer births hnve been in hospitels then of tho

of the causes of death shows that

A summary of the attached chart

corner of the chert. This shows thct a greator Frop

to that of the White, and although

which the heelth officers foel hns lowere~

rf'.te for Negros.

The hor~icide rate for Negroes is very

cause in the three years listed.

a minor cause amongst Negroes with

cd wtile tho rate fer the white tns

however, is very high for tho colo

ing while it is on tho incrense

both groups, but tho N.cgro 's rr,'te

Tte colored rete for henrt disens

2nd cerotr-:l hernr:wrrhrlf'0is c sli

White, but ttc colored

in 1920. The Nogroe,s, however,

~hitc is increcsin~.

of tJcc,scdisefcsc's in 1920 ...nd in

::1t ::1 10l')er rete [,Liong-st the coloro



BI inH:: AI,:> CI
YC2.IS

Tphoid
-

Apopie><.) I· , f 1Total Pul HCcu,t

Color De,\ t hs ever Tuber, CCt'lcer c\ljJ ·n 1SL: ...\.SC Pi ;7

Cer He,,",
Rc'- te' N0R,,,t,, N-o R~'\.tc N0 ~~\

-~_. - -, ..

21,026 3/,6 8513 12,8 70 105 6;~6 90,S 405 oJ.8 3L2. 4fd 7'; ., ! ! :'\ (J :';0 "7
~.' "- ,

101 7-8 191 14,7 Z 15.4 27 zor/' bl 5 8 oLS , -l7 J J

26,731 274 1<:'649 130 48 4,11 7·17 76 5 625 04,0 401 ,,1.0 Ion ;0'1 C /l'O

946 21-8 1040 24,0 4 9.~ 101 .:3j ,) 17 .3~1 2. 16 Sot iOi "':.)3 J L: L'"

Z5A 12099 104 29 2.5 094 595 .':loc' 0 o. :J I fie l~: 0
i!.37 21.3 1587 194 4 49 24-7 300,_ 31 .n 8 Jti '. , , 0" ~) lJ.:~

;(

1 birth and de<:\th ri'-te:> per 1,000 pupuL\tJOn
sease rC\.tes per 100,000 popvl"t,on. '

morta'ity and puerper<:\l de<:\th nodes pel' 1,000 l'V1111j l>wtfls

u lation
BIC\cK.

746 /3,000 1]
839 43.4~O

-1,1 109 51,83/



BII\THCi AliD CERTAIN CAUSES CF Dr>,:! " Dn,.,
Years 1915 1920 1925

Apople]l.) He"'-rt r',flu
CetTlcer d[1d Dlsea.se elizC\. ..

,s CerHern. .
te'- No·R·;t.S'_:~0 '-R£-!e=·..yo.~:":fe~,1:l0R"-te

---------"

PneU Bnght'5
",Ii DI:, 0.7: <

1..o n n,. Ch. h'th
N.J R,'\te Nc. R.\te

-- ---_. . ...- ~.-

)'5
J,~,I)

I nfc\ r~'y
Nu j,:,.tc

J.~; L':::>

Nc l(i..\t~~ N ....L R.\.r,

).J 405
7.'l r

bO.8 32.2. 48.3
6'(5 B bJ.5

752 11:'\.0

,j ;JJ.O

50 75
o -

077 :4'70 41c ,J ,.'
0"",,_ :)03 ~.I2. 570 85.b

i6 l"tJ.O J o-j i .,
12.)

308

625 b4.0 401 ..;1.0
17. 392. 16 3b.B

JOl7 10-10 7bb 78.5 2.7 2,30.0;00 41.1 83b

10i ;::.;30 63 50 \i 776.d ,.J. "'.) 44

-.
_c,

),5 db\! ';,1,,- 6:'5 b,.7
0.: 31 378 36 "·Le

·;10 121 0
"of 200.0

..) 0.7 ,::'3 102,' 5.1 ·ib.:'· i217 '.,
:J 15.3 316 ,-86.0 ;54 6tel) 99 .;,,) I ,,-J. b

~"') , .
r,lo.\..r(

1,..; •. . ~populi\tion

ri\tes pel" 1,000 living blr,ths



S 0 F DE':'T il Ii,. DE·ft., , :
·20 1925

r"ght'5 )'s DIJ,.r't·f!\ ". ci:;iph i 1l,J Smd.I I Inf"nt Puer'- Hornl- :.:., \..: 1- t-\ j CO-

S 0." l r,"'J) ,\. ! L pO)" De" Ills perd! C I des i..-lt.'nts ~oll5m

n.. N,ph. ]nft\nc) J.';..~e_s DL' ~ ~'~ 5

'i,j ,_J~ '~\·.t~">_" NQ, F,·,te No 1~~\te No. '''R,,-te']\0 Ril.tc Nl' F!,\.te No. Rste -No Rai . ,', ~~'e N, R"l ~,~ .... I". (
- _. --.. __ ...._-

_._~ -_. -

il.i u: .j~_ :J9.3 ... 1-2- 570 85.6 8i:- 12·;)
,

I O. 15 2148 1020 ,j6 oj 2... .H; 520 T"'e: 32 4r1

9 ..3.3 16 113.0 3 231 -4 308 0 ~4 :'910 2- 198 7 138 t' G, " v

:bO A7-1 83b .5, 2 743 7 b 2. 53 65 if 0.-+ 273';- IU U 2..j4· 9.1 10. 0,--1 b4c ,,:),B 2t·, ~ .-\

.4 b;;" .) 44 -,". <'I 30 69 0 ~6 59 B 0 Ic, I~) ; ;~i J 10.5 4) \: 2-9 tJC
..

~
-._---.,

). i I 4b.5 1217 'll 1- 7 40, js' Tj I" I [) 2295 71 19::- bl I~ 914 8 -. SF ~E' 0, , " 1'-< 0 ,.

54 6b,O 99 ·'14..) 4c, 5b..: :: I 25.b oj 271 121 " .-'" :0:: 9· 1170 u2. ~il I, I:·:)

Cc:ic,' 19'::;
Pc' eLllT ,!)

Hosplt"jc;
:J C .;
5;:3. ;

Ho:;plb.ls "-'/
Tot",1 nOI'" Irl

Birth,; hospikdS
2~,553 8976

J..,2~"·/ 12.99
Wh,te
Bloc h:



instuncos of sickness or accident wero

ing tublos present a record of the

•
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disease £lnd chronic nephritiC' IcT8 :found in slightly hi@.'hcr

proportion ~mon~st the colored as "ro dorths in ~prly

The hends of fcmilics intorviewed in tte

ably lowered from 1920. Thor" h~vo boon no donths from

smallpox nmongst th.o colored in the: three yCf,rs listed.

visited for the family schedule Were asked to

C. Sickness as shovlD by the ifnily schedulo.

infnncy. DE)[,ths from (I iQrr}:on h".ve docrel,sud in both groups.

Syphilis is [, cr,nso ,of denth in gre,'ter proportion f,mongst

colored thnn white though the colored rcto hrs boen consider-- .

in tho homo during tho preceding ye,r,

from JUly I, 1925 to July 1, 1926,' A

this sample of tho colorod P02ulrtion.

will givo some idoo. of the no.ture of

families thore were 647 which reported

accident during thet period.

giVing first the member ef the

the families or lodgor living with tho

the diso~se, third, the euration of tho

fourth, tho results •



RELATION

" ' '.' .. '. -.'

•

sIcm,ESS IN FA~ILY DURING ~AST YEAR
-XSGlV'JITioirliiJ:iHY SCdEDULE'-=--===

-5-

TOTAL '" '• ................ • 444

TOT.i1.L .

DISEASE on ILLNESS

Wife or widow. • • • .179
.", Self or Husband. • .109

So-n ..........
, 44• • • '.D"ughter •• • • 43

Children •• • ·.• • • • .. • • 36
Not given. • • • • • 14
Mothe: r. • • • • 8
Lodger. • • • 4
Sister. • • • • • • • • • ·. 3
Father. • • • • • • • • • • 2
BrotJwr. • • • • • • • • • • • ·. 1
Niece. • • • • • '. 1

Not given. • • • • • • ·.
La Grippe. ·.. • • • • • • • •
"Childrons". • • • • •• · • • • • • • ·,. •
l?nc;umonin. • • ·. •
Maternity.

, Stomach •••
.lccid ents. • • •
Rheumatism.
Tonsilitis. • •
trFGm~:.lGtr ...... • • •
Heart troublc. • • • '. •
Tuberculosis •• '. • ·High Blood rTossuro.
Appendicitis •.••• •
Kid.ney ............... • • • • • • •
Nervous troubles. •
Eye nnd EnT. • • ·.
Liver .... '..
Diphtheria. • • • •
Neurelgie •. • ·. '.
bc.ncer ..•.• • • • • ·. • ·•
AsthmQ- HflY ,B'ovor. .. • • •
Rupture. .. . . '...... -. '. • •



TOT.b..L ..

Commsnting on this

-6-.

THble :2 0- continued

!'Thero seems to be nothing
ing eoneerning the situnti
\'Ih i te ch ildren hnve mueh
larger porcGnt~gG of doioc
colored chilclren nre I1ppr

;1\ .-.v~ccinn.tc~l .':.8 tho v/hites.o"

Chronic _ ' 10
011C month . ., u ~ " ~ 106
TVJO \'Vceks 89
T'NO rlonths ' _ 47
Ono wcokc. # 42
Not given ••• ~ •••.••..••..••.•.••.•• 31
Tbree months. u "' "' G c 26
Four months g 21
011 c yo nr <> 0" 20
Six months •• " •••• ~ •••••••••••• _•••• 16
Three to five -:{enrs IO .. e 8
Five months 7
TVJO yot":rs 6
Six to ten yonrs •......•.....•.••• 2

RgSULTS

Not gi'tlon ,.D
Still ill ' ,. ..
Cur ad .
Do 2-d .!.===

The following table presents

p~rtment of Health in 1921 to det

Epi~erniologist nnd dir8eto~ of resenr

T""IO groups of chilclren were tnken

sctools for this study. A..n equ.':l nurr,b

"ges of physicc.l defects found r;mongst

h~alth. made the following stntemcnt:

Vlore eXllmin en.



>
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TilLE 3

PHYSICAL DEFECTS, NUMBERS, AND PERCENTAGES FOUND MJK¥lG COLOBED AND WHITE CHILffiEN
"'

Colored Children
- j!l)e-

Mouth _ form- "01'-
Fe- To- Thy- Hear- Breath- Ton- 'ea C Cer- tho-Not

Male male tal raid Vision ing ing sils Skin Anemia Teeth ~~~- .ard- L viaal ped~ Vccci-_ __ __ __ __ __ lac ungs Glands io nated-.

Nos. --
141166 307 7 20 7 11 2'04 1 11 2""" °'-'0.., " • 7.f> - 1 1 112

~

45.9 54.0 ,,2.3 6.5 2.3 3.6 66.4.32 3.6 9.4 0 2~3 1.9 .32 .32 36.5

II

2.6

1

.32

-

-

80

26.0
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III. HEATJTH FACILI1'IES ]<'01' NEGHOES IN DETROIT

A. Indi cat ion.") from the frunily schedule.

To get an idea of the nature of treatment reoeivedin

of illness reported on the family schedule, the heads of

were asked to ~ive the treatment received and to tell

for the treatment. 'Tl:e following tables show the rel'lie

to these questions:

(a) TREAT;;IENT RECEIVED

Private Doctor •• ~ ••••••••••• '•••••••
Hospital .
Homo troatmcnt •.•••.....• ~ ...•.••
Not givon ' - .
!Jurso e' '.

Clinic " : ".
Oity TrnatmGnt.~•..••....•.....
p...-t.0nt. l/i:cdicinoo"•• e_ ••••••••••••

No trdntment •••••••••••••• ~ •••.
lJIidwi fe , ,'..

(b) ~HO PAID FOR TREAT1fr~T

Self or Husband e- ••

Rslativ0s .
IJot giilcn D' •••••••

Cit 'JT: eo •••••••••

Er:1ployer '....•...••...••..
CIlari ty .
Ins uranc () .........•......... "
Land.lord' ....................•

B

The following table presents a

from hospitals to ~ questionnaire

determine what private and pUblic

Negro l'ationts and also to discover

treatment is afforded Negrgps. The

hospitals will be considered Inter.
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TLBLE 5

SillvTIvLmy OF RI':PLIE S BY HOSPI1'.',13 TO

Yes

None

120

High-
Honry land

no s ~,__-"F:..;o,"rS'd"--2G-"r_cn",c~e'--cH~c",[ll.r.bp!.\;e'.dr~-'P[jo;.;..r£klL

EVl'n
geli
enl
Doneon-

None

52

None

31

De
troit
Tubor
eulo
sis

Cott
age

No

Eri- Pri- Pri- Pri- Pri- Pri-
vate vc..to v::cte VI'.tc veta vato

Non- Non- Non- Non-
seco sec 9 SCCo

7 10 38

No
Orgo

St:lff

liumb er Yor'.rs in
opo Tr' ti on

City or Privato

DOGS Hoc pi tol
opor "to both in
pr.tiont ".nd out
wtiont dopnrt
mont?

Scctn.rim.1 or
lion-cae tier i:ln

(Q) Numb or of
Negro physi ei :lns

Totol numb or
, ph~lSi ci [LYlS and
surgeons on in
p~tient st,,:ff?
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TLBLE 5

SUIvTIvLARY OF RLPLffiS BY HOSPIT.... LS TO

YesYos

Nono

120

Yos

52

Nono

No

31

1I0ne

Pri- Pri- Pri- Pri- Pri- Pri-
vnte vo.to .v... to vo..to vc.tc vate

Non- Non- Soc. Non- Non- Non-
8000 SOCl' sec Q ·SOCa

7 15 8 10 38

No

No
Org.

St<:lff

Numb or ~To:;rs in
opo r,'. ti on

City or Pri V".to

Soctrcrinn or
Non-scct~crinn

Do os Has pi tril
OpOTr'to both in
pf'.tiont r'.nd out
pn.tiont dopart
ment?

Do- Ew'.n-
troit goli-
Tubor- cnl High-

Cott- culo- Doncon- Honry land
__________--f_.-"a:Eg'-'e'-__.;2s-"i"'s'-_~nes""s__-,Fo....'o",-=-r",d_-,G",r~,f'-,"_c",-o"-=H""a",r-,p,-,e,-,rL_P"'-IJa,,"r..,k~_--,,-,,,'-'koLl'.l.

(Q) Numbor ai'
Nogro physicians

'l'otal numbor
, physi ci nns and

surgoons on in
pQtiont stf!ff?



Tf,BLE 5

SillvlMARY OF REPLIES BY HOSPIT:',LS
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Yes

84

Yos

79

YesYes

Nono None None None

120

Yes

None

52

Pri- Pri- Pri- l'ri- Pri- City Ci
vo.to v.ato VGto vnto vato

Hon- Soc. Non- Non- Non- Non-
soc. sec iii soc. sec. soc. se

15 8 10 38 63 6

~ None
,}

Do- Evc>.ll-
troit goli-
Tubor- cal High-
culo- Doacon- Honry land

I-"'s-=i-",s~_--",n",o,,-,.10",,'li..__£.F.'do.drdl!----'G'-'r~cfll!c,!JoL..:H::c""[\r£uPJ;!.edr~_fPJ.n!<lr:lkL.~~,u;;=-"'~~!:.2l:":"":!:'!]:l:.2.d2.i~~
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Tf.BLE 5

SUlvlM;\.RY OF REPLIES BY HOSPIT'.LS TO QUESTIONN:,IRE

Yes

None

30

In

None

Yes

84

Yes

79

Yos

Nono None Nono None

Yos

120

High- Ro- Spring
Honry lund Horman Ostoo- Coiv- ~ins

Ford Grrwo Harper Park Ko" a thic i anl.

Pri- l'ri- Pri- City City lir i- City

Vf'..tc VGto vato vato

Non- Non- Non- Non- Non- Non- Non-

sec. sec. soc. scc. sec. soc. soc.

10 38 63 6 14 6 11
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,

Do- ,"Evc.TI-
k'oit 1';01 i-
TUbor- c21 High-

Cott- culo- Dor,con- Honry lrnd Horm~n- Ost
c,-,c t~is ness Ford Grc, cia H[\ypor 1).21:',1> Koifor pat

Ir c' -t D 1 .-DUj};;;:) (; it'...~ 0:[ com-
P~~~,,";::;J. ~_-i ,"118 rmii NIDno 10 bin- 76 112,l\ 28 no 6
Sl(,:'gc~or:3 in ou.t- ad " staff
p.'ctic nt s t0f:f? otnff

~~

( ~ \ n'~)J:-!"bcr of No" I

NOCTo r::-l~,r}3i ci e"DS ou.t- None Nona Nono None Nonc'
,nJl ,1 ~31)rc(:ons on pr.tG
out-Dt__-~:Lont Dopt.
str'JL'~:

TaVel nell,lUOY

nllJ~;~C D eDll10yed? 5 20 40 300 144 180

NiIYi:~) or Negro
H'I}rs rjG or~J110yod? .Nono None Nona Nona Nona

Tot'll J1UJ1boY
int OJ::' nl:~ s eTfi.-
pl03To cl? 6 26 20

HU::Jl)';y l~c'CTo
IYlGorJk:8 or;1-
ployc,cl? Nono None Nono Hono Nono

Bod Capacity 20 150 135 500 362
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Honry Horman-
Ford Grecco Koifor

com-
bin- 76 112 ", 28 no 6
cd ".; . staff
otnff ~ ...

None Nono None Nono

300 144 180 112 16

Nono Nono Nono Nono None Nono

,
26 20 52 12 5

None Nono None nono None

500 362 430 130 700 60



High
Ir.. nd.
I'Qrk
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Grace Harper
Henry
Ford

gOli
cuI
Vt::nC0rl
nnss

Tr~.b ():::-

De
tr oit

Cett- aulo-
n[':o ~j i ~j

---

Arc NOGroes l'a1'ti_
Sc[;rogr'. to d? No No Yos l~c, No '::"~11;'7 Yes
If SOy n 1l1nl:J 0l' RotHoGro bodD,;. N0 No 2 no .1'10 def'in- Yes

ito

I..veraGe d~'.ily

out-]Jfl ti en ts None 90 307 9
Vj.Sl t~~?

TO~'.l numbor
.in-lx'ticDts
h ilt-: rL l.) d in 356 1,25 3556 11735 1'/47
1925?

(a) NUf,1bcr
NOC-ro in- 1 8 10 Nene
pnti,;nt3 in
19207

Total nUDbor
out-. pati en ·~s

320 8-112b8nl~:.).od in j\J one
1025?

(a) Nu.mb 01'
NeGro ou.t-pat- Nono
ionts in 1925?

25



44516974

Nono

Un- None
lmewn

42

124

4124

3218

8%

Un
knOvvTI

Nene

8·112 10046

11735 1'1478

10

25

3556

320

8
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Ev[~n-

geli-
0".1 High- Re- S:prlng Woman'iiI--D,,:rLC011- Hcnr;y Ii__ Dd HormD.ll Osteo- ceiv- H~lls und ___
ness Ford Gr aco Hnrper I'o.rk Keifer pathic lng Sani. Infant's

Pnrti- Not
Ho Yes No lIa ',11-' Yos Yes nd.rf1" l1 0 No No. J

no Nn
Rot

YesNo 2 dei'ill- vnries No Noito

do not
90 307 9 opor. 2 91
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Eigh-
lc.nd. Herman Osteo-

Gr ace Harper I'c.rk Koifer pathic

Pnrti- Not
No ':'1.11.,.r Yos Yos cdm. l.'lo

. J

No
.dot

Yesdefin- vnries 110
ito

do not
90 307 9 opor. 2 91

11735 17478 4124 6974 4451 1

Nene Un- 42
known

8-112 10046 3218

s% 124

Un
known

None

None

-



Herman I

Kiefer

High
land
l'"rJc

Evan....
geli
cal
Dencon-

De
troit
Tuber
cula-
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Cott- Henry
----------_---r.i.f'''-i~~:i"'~_ _'''f1_t'_''s'____n=n~0"'s'___ _.1UFnti~rc8 Hfl-rper

'fotfl1 Number City one None 14 6983 Un- 90 95%p,~ tic; nts?
1m own

'l'otrc1 number on Inc.HOG pi t'11 pri V,'1 te 7 466 in
CJ1dor.rj~10nt? free

days

(2 ) Nur;lbor of Nogroos Inc.on Hospi trc1 pri VIl_ te rnc 4 - - in free
ondonnont? dr:;ys

Nm11cor of froe
out-I"'_ ti on ts 6994

(oj Num]lCr Noero
fro a out-pr,tionts Ion a

]'\othod of support COmJ11G1 foos - l
for Hospital? nion

(Q) Out-pat iont fe()s
Dop,,:rtmcnt

Co:npr.rJ B on of
Negro [',net other Same l)oor Same
other fr 01~.P8 HS pay
to dis chccrGo of
fi nee nc i cl obli-
gations?
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,High- Re- Spring Woman I s

Henry lond Herman Osteo- cei v- Hills rmd Provi-

""0nti~r>c,':\ H:<.,rpor rar]: Kiefer pQthi.c ing Sc.m 0
Inf,'U1t's dence

H 6983 Un- 90 95% None 776 No
1mown record

350

Inc.
,~66 i.n Nono None' None 7524

freo
days

Inco
in freo None llono None

dr:ys

all Do not
6994 24382 froe open'.te 6650

Un- all
,; Do not

knovn free oporate

EndoVl- Ci ty City Feos City

mont

foos Cornm" City Foes City

Union

SruGo 1v108 t- Sc.me Not as Fair

ly woll

ci ty



Negroes
must
occupy
pri vnte
rooms

nCJ'_ E-¥ vO-n-
troit colioQl
TUbor- Dor<-

Cott- oulo- o on
___________----'o"",g""e!.'.._---"s...i..;;s'--_.lloSS

Is r!. s0cinl sorvice
dcp:',rtr;1t;nt JYlr;.int,~incd? Nona YesYesYes
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Bigh
10-nd

Gr r,QQJI,,,p,"_rLl,l.=~P'-i,·~:.L'il-~~~~

No No Yes

Comm. COnTIn@ . City
Union Union

F~ir Very
good

white
wish
sepor-
atlon

No No

No

Henry
]<10 rd

No

not
yot

No
frio
tion

(b) How 'JuPl'crtocl?

(0) In connootion Vii th
~ i ty J,ub Ii 0 vwl fnre
dC'lYlrtLlont

(0) C:c)opl...r ..,tiol1 of
NCt~rcos ns C')L1}):-,Tecl to

l"hi tos in Leooi ".1
(-lL~r"'ilico Q

\'!Jrt is "ttitudo of
white p~tionts to
bleck?

Hove you stotistics or
stuc1i os ['.s to inci
clonco of ,wy disease
nmong Negroes flS com
pc/rud \'Iith its incU
cll'l1ce m~onf; \'.'hi tes?



No

Comm.
Union

Yes

Good

Comm.
Union

Yos

Tex

Nos

Tex

No

S/',mc

Whites Toler
object ::Int.
to mix-
ing

No

Try to
keep

Negroes
together

Moro =
syphilis
Md T.B.
provo.lent
Negr.:Jo s

No

No No Yos Yes i

Comm. ConmL~ . City lIospi-
Union Union t/'~

Fr,ir Vory S;,me Not so
,good go ad

white Resent- White Vcr;;
wish ful do gooe
sopQr- not
atlon liko

mix-
ing

No

Negroos
must
occupy
pri V1'. to
rooms

No

-13-
Evo.n-
["01i081
Def'- High- Reo- Spring Womc,n's
C011- Henry lc,nd Hermo.n Osteo- eiv- Hills end Provl-

8SS 1<'0 rd Gr!'&o Hp-rn er l'''Tk Keifer pa thic 1n[; So.n1 Inf;,nt I S dcnco

not Visi t-
yet No Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes ing Yes Yos



13 hospitals in Detroit an(1

five Ilre municipally oper"lted; Only

sectarian. None of the hospitals re~o

on the in-patient o~ out-patient stuff.

hospital oid not reply nnd to the latter

one did not hnvo ren out-p··,tiont llopnrtment

reported that Negro physicians mny tr8~

hospital, three.did net reply "nd three

physicians may not trent p'ltients in

no Negro nurses employod in these hospit

interno.

Five hospitals reported that Negro

entirely or partially.

The number of Negro in~pntionts

as given in the replies wns either too

pletely ~~swered to permit of

A loading Negro physician claims

find it very difficUlt to get their

He claims thnt he has celled up the

times to ask them to toke in

inquired whether the patients wore c

putient is colilired he claims the

ore no ~ncont b~d8. or that thero

bods for Negroes. This physician

number of his pationts have repor

courteous treatment.
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On the other hlmd G colored doctor serving on

of ~ne of the City hos~itcls s~ys thtt tho colored pctients

in the ~nrd ere given fiS good ~r8ntm(nt OS ~ny one

~nd thct there is absolutely no segrogntion so fer

boen cbl'J to discover. Occ'c,sionrclly there may
. ,

grouping colorod pntionts in ono ond of e word, but this

I:r.~tl()ns ns r. result of l'.ssip:nin(! bods to po-tieJlts in tr.e

in \'Jr.ich thoy corr:o in. Ho seys th[:t p':tionts receive idr:

Ilceommodetions in every res.[lect. beds' ro eI:c.ngec. dnily r.n

speciel cnses fiS frequently as it is necess[.ry.

10 tl inks it seems to be chf'Tcct('r ist ic oisome

pcti()nts to complf'.in r.bout the tref\tmcmt th"y rocoh

SQYs thnt thero is no discrimin:,tion fiS to thQ numb

of cny pnrticulnr group who

only colored but somo white doctors

of tl.o hosJitf'.l. Thero nre limited

Receiving Hos~itnl fer celored charity p~tio

cinn is likuly to be informed thnt there i

mere celered pctients. Rnrely (08S

t.roublc: to givu U:e inquirer c full

f,Del conseqlu,ntly the physicinn c.t once

The sU~Lrintenelent of Receiving H6spi c.

attempt to segrugnte the llegro pntients,

grent rr:nny compl~ints from whito p~tient

Northern whitos th[!n frop.] the South"rn

docs somo s~ifting nrouriR whon it is

thn.t [,11 ilctionts ['.1'0 tn.kon nnd. thnt no



nliJ'lbor of colorer ~i'mittccl. he s,-,ys th,·t he h['.s hied. no c

but that on .U'e, other hand. he J~8S haa mallY ,JDOplo <;peak to

him of the good qualities of this doctor.

The sU,JerintenCiont of Herman Ziofe:c llospital writes
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"Are Negroes .segregated? Generally, yes. On
matornity sorvice "ahout one half consists of
Negro mothers so that it is not neccss
mix. All tho babios, hOl'lever, occupy the
sarno nursories. The number of Negro be
decided in tho sarno way as the number
beds; by the demand. No hed would be
to go unoccupied if thoro was a demand
be t~e demand either for Negro or ~hi

"Attitude of White to the blncle.
difficulty is oxperi"ncod along this
In our ambUlatory tuborculosis se
colors eat in the sarno dining 1'0

at differont tablos, unless iho
small that it dOGS not soom prncti
Bot up [l sep"rato' table for £'. fow
hospital personnol is entirely
there h~s never been an instance
service Wns refused a colored
visitor. (nced.le~s to s~y, the
would not tolerr to it.) II

The follOWing tnblG prosents e

~laints on tho fact that he has a colorod doctor on the

follows in reply to the questionnaire:

of two strictly nogro hospitnls. Tho

D. Colorod Hospitals

ly Q privcto hosJital run by n physi

frorr. tho Corr~unity Fund.

lliGmori~l Hospital is o~crntod by pr



Are nurses being tnainod? Yos

How many nurses aro being trained? 7

9

8

J.'rivGto

Mercy Hospit,

4

2

7

20

42

738

12

470

1220

Patients feo
Ill1d Commun'
Fund

Bod Capaeity

Number internes omployed

Number nurses employed

Number physicinns on in
patient staff

Number yenrs in operation

Privata or City ODned

Number physicians Gnd
surgeons on staff

Number physicians on out
patient staff

Number city patients

Number free piltients

Apprbi:ir:,ato yeerly expenses

Methed of support

Sillill,UffiY OF COLORED HOSPITALS-----

-17~

Table 6

DunbE'.r Momorial
Hospi tal

Humber pny patients

Number patients in 1925

Do local medical schools
reeognize internship of
Negro medical students in
Ho sp it III ?



from the following agencies doing healtt work have been 1

Replios to qUGstionnr.ir0 materiundor tho hor,d uf Welfnre.

While only four heads of families r

Visi tinr NursE;s Associnti

Dubois Hoalth Center

Frrmklin Stroot Settlement

cies dning sarno ferm of hoaltn Dork for Nogroes hos beon

Urb['.n Lengue

•
53 colorod physicinns am' 28 col,'re(j~tis

According to lists on file at the

F. Colcrerl physici2ns! l1UTE'OS r..n.d dClJ.tists.

E. Clinics nnd other private hoalth agencies

A sumrnnry of tho ropliGs rocoived. fr,rn· oth",r prh-r,te

ttere:

Florence Crittontc)ll Bemu and

Dodge Ccmmunity Center

-18-

registered ncrses. In addition to

Nogro populntion of Detroit. ::Imlles uf 28

nurses were obtained from two bureaus whi

colored.

G. Uso of patent nedi.cines.

reports that of the 42 lioensed midwi.ves

Nurses Assooiation employs oolored nurses.

evidence that thi.s does not reprosent· the

schedule ~(jmitted the use of patent medic

they arc oonsumod by NDgroes in Detroit.

Who do a large business with mer.lbers of

. they sell a great deal of patent medicine
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says that although he doc 10' not put these pptent modicines

display ho nevertheless is un~ble to curb the demand. The

athol' pharmacist ro;)orts that he is forcGd to ]:eep a cOillfllet

stock of these remedies on hand bOCflUSO of tho derranCi for

from his customc;rs. There, is no evidunce to show th[,t Neg:rclc

are Dare extensive users of patont medicines than other

One of the dru~gists interviewod says th8t he has 0

point to obsarvu sale of 'potent fliodicines in n

storu patroniz',d by wJ-,i tas and he has noticed ju

demand for patont mc~icino on the part of other

Both of these druggists give the same

use of patent medicine by the colored

Negroes .in the South aro i'rec;uelltly wi

attention and so they become dopendent up

which are even dispensed by grocery stores

in the South. Furthermore, unscrupUlous

make a bUsiness of selling these remedi

in the colored sections. The

coneoctions is oontinuGd vlhcm

H. Facilities for the care of unmarried

Sino," this rr,a ttc'l' W,'lS wade th8 sub

by the RC:8caroh Bureau of the Associate

request of tho board of the Dotroit

ing quotations from this report, subQitte

present up-to-date facts on tho situati
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Since the unmal'ried mothers who come to the
attention of social agencies co~e because the
soc ial standards of the cor:mmni ty will allow them
no place there, it i~ necessary t~ provide for
Eany of them not only confinement care, but shelter
and support during e perior of a few months bofore
the child is born and of readjustment to the
Communi ty aftervlards. The avor[",ge length of stay
of girls accepted by the Florence Crittonton Home
is about siX months. The length of stay varies
With the institutions, being at one, the Salvation
Army Rospital and Homo, the subject of regUlation,
at time of ndmission, by agrooment to remain 11

rosidence for three months. The inquiry, therofore,
as to facilities in the city for cnrin~ for un
married mo~hers is partly n question of hospital
accommodation and ~nrtly n que'stion ef non-hospital
institutional c~re.

Since thero is considcrnble varioty gmong
institutions in purpose, methods of procedure
typo of work, it scems necessary to indicate
briefly the scope of the nork of each.

Woman I s Hospitnl n.nil InL1l1ts l Home "Vrovi
institutional cnrc for sixteen ~othors on thei
third floor, und for thiI'ty-fivo motlwrs at th
convalescent home at Valley Farm. In both of t
places the girls await confinement and remain I1f
wards until ready to be adjusted in tllO communit
The maternity wcrd llns twelve beds. Both colore
~ nd whi tG girls nre accopted, the effort be
to keep the nnmber of colored girls down t
number in accordnnce with the preportio
people in the total popul~.tiun in Dutro
with venureal iliseeso nre QxcluQed.
department is mnintnined consisting of
an~ fivu social workers which serves
the pe,tirmts \'Ih" como into the hospit&
of thei l' work is with unmf'.rrier] mother
ar1~ition to their work for tho hospital,
viilo s,)cial service for the sme.ll number
married. moth'"rs at HorP1~n Ke'iffT Hospi ta
tho past twelve months th8 cr SG count for
s'Jcial sp.rvice r1ep:lrtment has v:,ried ir
569. Woman's Rospite·,l hns orgnnized ell(
to h,use the Detroit Bureau of Wet Nul'S.
nn inc'ep,,;ndent orgnnization. The presir9.ent of
hospi tnl Bonrel C0ulr' give no definite informQti
about the incrcQse in facilities expecte
new hospitnl as plans nrc not finally dec~

There will be an incroase; but so fnr, no chMg
policy ns to kine's of ndr.lission has been decir.e
up,:>n.
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Providence Hospital'has ward space for the
prenatal and confincuent care of thirty unmar'ric,d
mothers and an isolation ward o'f-"'four beds for
venereal patients. There is 8 separaie ward
accormodating twenty-five in a diffRrent ['art of
the builCiing, where the motherG I;;Uy remain with
their infants afto+ confinement, the mothers be
ing err,)loyed in the insti tntion. Those accommo
dations are for white girls. ~heoccasional

colored al)pli=nt itbure are throo 01' fonr a
year) is cared for in the hospitel "roper. One
hundred eighty-two unmerried mothers Dere carod
for during tho twelve. months of 1924. Social
service is prOVided for these w~rds by the Buroau
of C~tholic Socioties.

Florunco ,Crittonton Home hres bod Sp1".CO in
its houso for 64, of which one w~rd of eight bods
is for colored girls. They hl~o nn isol~tion
cottf',go wi th dghtoon ber's for petie-nts with
vonuru1".l disorse. to whioh no coloro~ girls n
edmittod. A social service departmont consis
of r sU~0rvisor ~nd three C2se workr!rs is m~i

t",inod. The c"so count c-t:ril1g tLc:: 11".st tVlclvo
~onths hGB v~riod from 81 to 458. During t
twnlvo months of 1924, 123 unm0rriod mothnr
carod for.

The Salvation Army Hospital and HOI
for thirty-seven mothers, with a hospita
ten. White and colored are housed toge
effort beini' made to keel') the number 0

devlD to tl,ree or fOllr at anyone time
with venereal diseaGe are accepted.
Army Officers are ffiL\intained in the in
work witt the firls to change tteir at
worL in social adjustmont wLieL is ([one
the insti tutI,n is done by the Supe-rintel
hundred ninoty-threo mothors were cared
twelve mont4s of 1924.

Thuse four institutions core for
married moth01's 'Ilho are known to soc,
Othor hospitals ocuasionally acco2t tho,
l)uriod of confinor-lent only. usually in --
but it is thuir Jolicy to refrr them to
four institutions 8specially 8quippud to
pre-natal' and convelescent care end soci,e,
DurinI' the past yaGr 'Hl1rpor Hospital cnI'-
vGry ~m~ll number, Grnce hospit~l 3, M'
2 or 3, BV:lngelicGl DO:lconnoss Hospita
Ford Hospital 1. During the twelve fuon

Herman Keif.Jr Hospitnl j![',ve confinLmo;1
21, this in spito of thG fact that it is do
to thoir policy. These cc,seshnd been re
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Nur'lhc r 0<"
"v"',} lr-b10
-r;nncre.'ll
V(c t i ('nt s---

V:hi to

G

8

*

4

18*

55

56

43

Nl1mb"r o,f beds "17,,:11
~l.'lG for nOl;- v(;n(;rE;~,;l

.c)f~t ion t s

199

VV}~:l.t8

theDI by tho Bo~ri ,of li~n1th 3ro-nntn1 C1inio,
wjth it wns uneblc to socurG anTe cls0~1or0.

The f"oi1ities for C[l!'o mny ~(; briof1:\, S\1m!'1f',r
i ::;od 1:\8 fo1101'!s:

Herman Keifer ......••....• J

ViJor;-JEln I s Haspital ••••••.e'•••••

i'rovibdonce Hospital •... '....
Florenoe Crittenton•••.••.•

As is evident from the tcblo ther
limitGQ pro,isi011 for co10reG girls.
p-!lic;r ('f tto three institutions ','/hic'
o,oler',ee gi r1s fc,r inst itut i,ml',l or,re t
number 0.c)'\fJn t~) ',vhnt thc~- consi.der f', fro
tien, tr,,,,,t iE', :l nurr,ber in ~Jropc'rti.c'n

rnlDth'lj nm~b("rs cf whi tt; ,:nd 0'i,1C'r0d
p,~pul!~~icn in D,)trcit, on t]l(~ gr)nn~ th~~

wise they ~,ul~ b0 swnmvod with c010red
tte oxolusion of white. , The consoqu"n
T~an;\, oolored tdrls are receiving pre-na
from tho Board oif I,ealth Clinio "JlJi,oh iL
ing oonfinoment oare as it is able. Fa
twelve rr.onths of 1924, forty-six unmarr'
T"others" thiJ ty-seven of thom oalorod
gistercd witt the 2re-nata1 C1inio an
fined as follows:

Fnoi1itiRs in Dotroit for tho o~re of Unmnrried Mothers

Hospital or Hol'1o

Woman's HOIDpitn1

~rovidenoe Hos~itn1

F1orenoe Crittenton
Hospit1:\l f1nd Homo

*An ooo1:\sion"l oolored n~p1ionnt at
oured for in tho hospital proper.

TOTAL

Sal v [; t i 0!1 Army Ho S fl.
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Sal v[,tion A:rn~y Hospital ••••••• 1
1?rivu.te .t?h~;sicinns•••.•••••••• 7
Ci ty Physiciu0-s 1

TOTAL 46

It is possible th!.t for colored ~others the pro
blem is not es serious os it would be if unmarried
moth()rhood r:~ldnc' Negroes involved as grel'.t a compl
ns it does in wtitc communities. Whetbcr illegiti
mete colorod infents arc fnr more hp.ndic ed,
j)h;vsicrclly Lend sccinlly. tllf'.n tho logit
rs is tr.G C[e~0 ',rLang wLi te inf~nts, ifl und
The siturtion is entirely unsatisfactory
girls, but tho foeling among the ngcnciQ
tr.e colored work Bhould be developed und
lead8rship.

As the table also revenls, there
provision for vonerenl pationts. The
Crittenton isolation cottage is repo
the time. ~illinm~ House Vcn0r~nl

tV.Jolve beds und is alwn.ys crowdod,
four unmarried mothers With their
Stf':ltly turns IlWF'.y applications.
Protoctive lengue ro}orts that it 13

mothers with vennreal disense·to
Hospital in Ann Arbor, but finds
isfnctory in thnt touch with tbe
"ftpr'w~rds. A.n cn,bulr.tory ser'll
Health clinic is often not n snti
for fln unm"rried mother, both on
trnvelling be.ct end forth nnd be
girl viro ib pregncnt cannot, '!lith
placeel in tLe community. The pro
oft0n find it vpry difficult to
for tJ-err,.

IV.

Tbe following tubla presents some

sorrplc of l,OOO.Negroes entering the

of the BORrel of Heal th for cxamilll'tion

co.ses V'or'] tnkon ret rnnelom in tviO typ

winter and one in summor. In

cases the proportion of males to fomal
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699 men nnd 301 women.

The director of this clinic overs th~t in general

three groups If the so stat ist ics (whi cJ, .~rG furn i shed by

tho pr::.tients)"Tt' likely tel be inaccurate. The mrcn is

more inclinod to say thtct he is single bcc.'1l'se his

will not be investigated. Tho WOIDr::.n is likely to say

that she is married because it gives her B defense

patient is inclined to try to croate u goed

MALE AND FEl\iALE

LGE
Mnle

• 0
112
436
113

2

• • •

. .

• •

TO~\~L 6

•

TOTiJ, 6

l'ilJ~lr.r.:1L STATE

o - 14.
15 - 20. •
21 - 30.
31 - 40. •
41 - 50.
51 - 60.
Ovc,r 60. •
Not Given .....•

TABLE 7-----

IvL'1rr iecl. .
3inl<le • •
08P ,r [' t e(l.
Wid o\~Jr:cl.

Divorced.

the occupation which ho gives.
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TIE" IN CITY

........ .. 1

..
• •

M~lo :B'emnle

146 47
68 37

107 38
91 40
65 24
45 24

136 61
40 28

1 2

699 301

Hotol Marwgor.
Eloc. Welder •••
Ta.':i Dr i vor -•..
Car Washer ...•..••.
Pin Setter(Bowlin
Water Tender ••••••
Core Makar •••.••
Factory .
Bell-hop •••••••
Wo..i ters •......
Grinders •.
Gnr. Mnn ••
Gar. Col..
Drivers -..
Ln,unclr'y -W ••••••
Gov. Service.

Propriot,:'r •.•.••
·Chcckers~•••.
St 01:,:1 Mill •• ~

Ivlnnrtgcr. . . . ...•. .
Sander •...__..)...-. . . .• • •.•.
Inspector ••••••••••••• ·.~.

Gus Stution •.•......
Led Press Operator ••••
Houseman ••.••.•••
Caterer ••.••
Delivery ...
Ash-roller.
Sho eoaker ••••••
Paper Boy ••
Valot .

HALE

8
2
1

10
5
2
2
4

..

..

•

.... 357
4

41
16

3
5
7
2
1
8

12
7
5
1
1

15
11

6
1
1
1
5

••

.....

.....

..

6 mos. (..'T loss. • • •
7 " tc 1 yr. •
13 " to 2 yrs •• •
25 " tc' '7 "v

37 If to 4 !I
•

49 " to 5 If ., • •
5 yrs. 1 moo to 10 yrs. • • • • •
Over 10 yrs.
Not given.

Laborers "
Eloctrici'Cns.

OCCU"!,TIOHS

TOTf.L

.2orters •. , ...
Cunstruction.
.Presser ....
Bo.rbcT" ••••
Chc.uffeurs.
Lather .
:B'actor D•••••
Truck Driver.
Machinists •..
fl-i ~~lwashers ••

Jks •....
rt<-.- pair ...
Stoel W••
Hanitors.
Drivers •.
Mechanics.
Hotel W06:.
Bricklnyors.
Mcssongers ••
Foundry •.
Floor C.••
Bus Boys ••
Musicians.
Swoepers.
Moulders.
Stud ell ts ....
Vifclders •••.
Prossmen ...
Plc.stGTors.



continUed;

..
•

•..

338
15

6

•

....
•

.... .. .....

TOTAL

-26-

.. .

'.

OCCUlATIONS - Male

..

TOTAL••

Housewife ••
Domestic.
Student ••
Factory.
~~c trc 8 S ....
Unknown •••
Not given.

OCCUPATION

Employud ••.
Unurnployed.
Not Given.
Unknown ..........

Helpers •••••• 1 Engineer. ·.. ..... .1
Op. She r:r ..... .. .. ·. 1 Butchers. • .2
Food Hnndlor. .. .. .. .. 1 Shiilping. .. .2
Rolling Ivlachine •• 1 Caretaker. .. .. .. .. .. • .1
Crank C288., •••• 1 Auto Mach~,nic •• H
Elevo.tor Boys •• " 4 .Paint ors .............. .~

Crone Operator. 1 Lard Refining ••
Bootblacks •• 4 ll.frison" " ,"
Oil Sander .... 1 Box er ............ •
T8.ilors ......... ·. 2 Window W...... ..
IdC,.chine W...... 1 Carpenters.
Magnet Helper. 1 Clankor •••• ..
Body-finisher ••• 1 Store Vie .... ..
L~rnp-mnlcor ............ 1 Mnchine H••
Cement ~'inisher. • 1 Ministe,rs ••
B,,-sebnll .21nyer. 1 l,Iillwright ••
Conl l?cdr1ler" 1 Wn t chmfill ......
Tool L;'cker. • 1 Ford Hotor
J:)lumbor ........... ·. 1 Benter Wo

'll & CIOrul~ .
Not Given



FEMALE

TOTAL

continued
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Tabla 7

TOTAL ••••.•...•••••..•

Nilll1J3ER OF MIS-CARRIAGES

NUl:ffiER OF CHILDREN

O. • • • • • • • .. • •• • •
1- • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
2. • • ·. •
3. • • • • •
4. • • • ·. • • • •
Not givenl. •

Male Female

O. , 576 165·. •
1- 62 77
2. • • • 33 22
3. • 13 15
4. 8 6
5. 2

G. .. • • • • • 2
7. • • • • 0
8. 0
9. • • • • • • • • • ·. 0
10. • • • 1
11. •
Not Given. • • • • • • .. • • •
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The survey of the Negro in Detroit, of which this
report is one of twelve sections, has been made for the
Mayor's Inter-racial Committee under the immediate
direction of Forrester B. Washington, executive secre
tary of the Armstrong Association of Philadelphia,
and Robert T. Lansdale, of the sociology department c

of the University of Michigan, assisted by Glen E.
Carlson of the sociology department of the University
of Michigan, Frederick I. Daniels of the sociology
department of Central Normal School, Nelson H.
Harris, graduate student, University of Michigan,
Wayne L. Hopkins, former instructor at Bluefield
Institute, West Virginia, Donald C. Marsh of
sociology department of the University of Kansas,
Delos S. Otis, graduate student, University of W:isc
sin. It is expected that this survey will fumis
basis for an official report to be prepilred and publ

'\ by the Mayor's Committee. The survey was fin
by the Detroit Community Fund, the funds being
expended through the Detroit Bureau of Governmental
Research. This Bureau has edited the survey but
not assumed responsibility for the collection of
data used in the reports.



151 Recreation cantors in
(18 swimming pools

R3CREATION

INTROl)UCTION

52 21cy~rounds and. pl('yfiulds
centor buile'ings.

home and on tho stroot.

The roport hus accordingly devote,,'! i tsplf to provi8ions

recreation furnished by the city, by s'.mi-pl~blic

Tl'e use of leisure tiDe by tho Negro in Detroit hb.!" be

agoncies, and by commcrcinl entorpris0s.

considered in this ro~ort froD the standpoint of tho agonci

Which attempt to r.oot the rocreational needs of tro ./?,-ro

Tho City of Detroit has boori making l'

also boon irivon to tho unorganized usa of spur

fhe recreation nctivities of tho

PUBLIC REC:-tEATION ....

tho dovelo)mont of its Dopl~rtmont

clusively to playgrounds Dnd playfields.

borne out b;1 the) fact that in tho number

from tv;olftl: JIlCco c·~ong Ar;]('ric"n citic

1922.

the to~['l nurrbor of plocos 020no(\ wei

libraries, sociccl sottlerr:onts, plnyr:r

Recroation nro cenducted in school buil

follo\';8:



-
~

GO

2"

175

1920

5"---

TilL)'; 1

40

100.

1915
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B Othrr pl~y ~rD~B

1 B~thing baLch

1 Summer cmnp

:'5 Cor.mtlfii"\;y b Gi F-ir;~,!:s* - (A:fk:insorl ----- ---
(BrccUr,y
(N0rt[~'.ICFt(.rn

T'-.b1o 1 ehons tbfJ numb(,r aDC1 1'['.co of pL:y (1 iroctors a

Acccrding to ~he stf'tistics

ploye~ by tho Da~~rt~ant for cC1't;.in y,~rs baginning with

1915.

YUI.r

Summer

Colored
1,11 Y(,cr

DllCD for tho yucr 1925 - 1926 (JGly 1,

totnl cLily "ttsmlr;rice i'"r :111 plny



Recre[',ti~'n the 12 c~ ty pl[~Yfr.mn('s villore t:bc ecttenarnce is

During tho yo~r 1925 - 1926, the De

Br:lcll Sehoul •... ,. 6536 St. Antoine
Bc~rstovJ Sche-ol ,. ,. ..•... 1464 E.Congre
BiEhJp Sch:~ol•••••.•••••••••••••• 991 \'JirJ.;~1 ~
Cr:rr.p'bcll Schcol ........•......... 2117 "B.:

LilJ.coln" Schl'ol •......•..•...•..•• St.
LcngfellovJ 12th
Mcrkot ~lnyground...•....•.......Rus
.21e:,Tgrouncl No.1"' ......•.......• e,L'.l.lfrecL
1?l~yg~ound Ho. 2 ..... ~ ......•... •Wat
1?lGygroun~ No. 3 .•.•.....•.....•.Ellio

He
..210-JTgr aUDc:' Ho. 4 ••••••••••••••••• Li
Vinowoor-kcGrcw Plcygrouna •••• ::.Mc

Atkinson Juncti on
EII::1\v 00 n.. ••...•.. - Larne (l. &
McMichaol •••••••.•• Grand River
Northwestern ••••••• Gronrr Rivor

Balot 0cLool •..•.... Fcr:r';Y' &
Clurn Bntt Erskilio &

Belch School
B"rsto"J Scbool
Bistop School

Accur(ing to the stntistics of the Dcpnrt~cnt of

Of the' rclcro[ction centors oporatc)!,

Tho followi.ng centers contiguous

Qvarngc totnl d~ily .tton(nDCG for ell plry contorswas

23,961. Tho nvor~~~ doily ottun~oncc nt pIny centers 0

rnustly by coloro~ poople wns'287.

rn)stly of colorec' :90op'le nro ::;s f,)110\\'8:

nIl tho yc'r 46 recrontion centors.

uttcnc1cnco composefl tiOstly of colore r1 P6

in colorocl iist~icts, viz.

19 nrc equip;Joc1 With l:.wi['I!!:ing pools. Of

b".'lie swir,ming pools:
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8.;Jo(;king of rocre['.tion in (; rlF or significLnco, thc

Ginsburg br['nch of thc lublic Librrry (on BroDstor botwoon

St. ,lntoino (;n(~ Hr.:stings) is tho ono br~.ncl: situctec'. in f'.

neighborhoo~ cor.pose~ precoDinnntly of coloroc' pooplo. Roro
,

tho stnff k's (lefin i tely C'.t tODptecl to c ~·tC'r to tho profl.onin-

r.:nt group ~nQ hns Q section riovot00 to books writton by

,"uthors wh:: '-.ro oithor Nogro or who h~'xe written
,! ~,

r
Thoro is "lso n sub-brrcnoh of th.e librrcry in thD

sottloI1ont (Suporior stroet). Bbth brrnohos nro

ize~ by culurDd pooplo.

Practically every social worker who has to

has pointed out the need of fresh air camps for

Jarticularly boys and girls

children.

The only free boys canp open

beside Detroit and to Negroes, is

Christian Association of tl:e University of "

draws from other citios besides Detroit.

Detreit Community Union who places

camp roports that thoy havc made

comparod '~ith the white boys.

The Detroit FreG Press Fresh

will not tcko colorod boys becauso thoy

to talce care for ell the white children

to camp. IT

The Rccrcntion Department doos.not

people on its outings end the commissiono

they did they h(;d fow Qpplicnnts from



_...........- ......-----~.__ .
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hc:nd Eocic.l wOI'kcrE cl~.iLl th"t tho colore'd pooplo • .l'crticulcrly

ttot!c v:ho I.ro now to Dotroit, do not kno\'J of these fecilitics

'·.ad nood cducf,tion in ~dv['.ntr,gE)s to bo derivce! from thorn.

One settlc,mont h".s been c.blo to mcd.:C' some provision in
,

tho pGst for colored mothers "nd thdr childron, but tho

od Domen Dore subjectc~ to considernble er~orrDssment by

tru"tmrmt .rr'ce>ived r·t tho hnnds of thc Vlhite
r

rurr.l [lren in i'ihich this cmr,p is locrted.

rOj)orted in July, tho nood of plflcj.nr-- immeC'intoly

C'.BOS but sho tod no plnce to send them.

The St. Antoine Y. ];,-1. C. A., I,lthour,h

sito of its own hrs conducte~

in cemp8 procured fro .., othor institutions.

dUCtDU by tho "Y" howover, Qre for its ~wn

teG beon tho experience of SOHlO of

ing sitos for colorod crH1ps tkt prejuoico h,

port!2nt obst"cle. Ll:mcloVillers, thoy

l"nel to be UBCC
'

fer colored cr,n,ps.

offici~ls of the Y. M. C. A. stnto

counter8~ th~t in their efforts to

(;(1 cnm",. Tte chief clifficul ty hns been

find l'. CI'.mpinr, si tF sui k,ble I,E' regc.rds

city [',nil m['.in highwcys, the chc.roctor of

supply for e1rinking, b!1thing nn~

fnvor~ble nnturcl surroun~inRs.

tho pnst year, the officicls of th~ Y.

unnblo up-to-dnte tu securo n suitnble



In ~ddition an intorchurc_

The staff o:t: the "';''' has

ef cnrryinl' l'ut [1. c)mplcte prograr.1 of ph;ysical,

its plJysic~,l (lojJnrtmcrlt, boys (lepartlw'nt, nne'.

numbor l,f tbo colorecl men Mel boys cf Dntroi t tQko jJGr

mun t ·~'n(l Ou t.inL! Dupnrtmen t uf tho Dctroi t Communi t~r Uni on t the

Eusic D0jJQrtmrwt ,f tLD Dotroit C..;mr.mnity

En~tinrs, is tho lnrgost

frntcrnnl ~rgnniZ[Lti0ns.
r

mental recreation. Th8 gym!Clasium is of adeqna'

-6-

T~c recrcntitJnnl wcrk of thfl Y. k. C. A. is

~S tho Y. U. C. A., tho Y. W. C. A., sattlements, tho Entortrin-

po'rforrr.cr1 b;1 cgonc ios of :} priv:, te 1'.110'1 semi -pr ivnto nf'.ture Bud;

in whioh, nlthough it is mr.inly for its ,_'wn r.lGmbrrsl;ip

well equippec1 ; the sWimP1in'~ pool

recreation of a social and mental kind.

facilitios ~ithin the buildin~, the Y. fu.

havo boon constructed.

~he city has B syste~ of showers Dnd locker

purchasp.d lots on 00lu!'lbia Street on whi ch

activities to make use of tho facilities

Bnd basketball languos, gym clesS8s"

physical deg(lrtment there: Gre ,junior end

~nd a tennis club.

p
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composed of 16 t(;p.ms h[\s bern Clrr,~:mized und(;r tho direction

of the "Y" f1nd l'lr',ys I' schcdule of 14 grimes per teem during

the sumrr.or rnonths. Tho f'.ttend('.nce ':t thc' b~.sob,"ll games

it is cll'imed avcrq;es botween tV!O 'ltld thro8 thous~nd.

The socil'l d8pnrtrnent fosters clubs interestod in

vfcrious sorts of tab18 gl'ffieS, concerts, lectures, drnrrlfltics

recoptions, grol1p banquet", forurr:s, public sp"d':ing

bc.tirfg clubs, .Elnd cntcrt,~inT!ic!1ts for Sl)Q c-i ,':.1 "dnys.

']\he Lucy Thurmml br.~,ncr: of the Y, W. C, A. is

cnpped in its recreational progrl'm by the

building. This institution, however, has 11 ~irls

in the city, mnny of which heva recr8ctionnl p

gcnor~l progr~m of recreation ~s corricd ori nn

~ctivitics such ns b~znnrst forums, mothor

banquets, concArts, nthletics, tnble games

summer c~mp, etc.

SETTLE1·.lEN TS

Tho Frf'.llklin Street Settlement, tho

H'Jip-LborJeood House, the Hip-'hlnnd Prrk Conmu

Tau BEet'1 Communi.ty House (10 consid",rr.b19 VlO

and tho UrbD.n Lengue: Cconter, tho St. August

RODEe ·,n:1 the Baptist Chr~stinn CU1t8I' b.

up Gntirely of colored poople.

During the summer Months the entertni

depnrtment nrrnnges, for children, ~other

for c1isnblec. solliQrs, v/Hieel entortf1.inme

form of bont rides, picnics, uttendance Q

bnll gamo:o, th&atrioel performnncos [lncl
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cnrefnlly plC'nnod. Only one of these

M~~st \..J

The reerentiODc.~nd girls' sWin~ing clnss.

hn.s rc 1.'1,,11 oqlliLJPoil gymnr!siur.1.

curts, picnics ~nd suppors •.

make up n pnrt.of the nuxiliary societies 6

churches though many of them conouct

music and other arts. Some of them

create libraries ane reading

A well organized interdenominational ba

nir cmnps. In nIl of these, wi th tLc exception of fresh air

cnlYl;Js, n goo,.'ly nUP'lbor of ooloreil jJcojJlc tnko part.

At Fr,nklin Street the colored people. for the P.l0St p~rt

enR~go in such recreation activities ~s picnics, outings ,nd

clnb events. At Sophie WriRht, one dny of each vleek is dc

voted to nctivities of Negro clubs ~d onc evening te

nct~vitios of Negro boys. The braDch of the pUblic litrary

there is open to thorn at nIl timos and they also take nn

ive pert in music progrnms. At the Highland

the rocrcntionnl work among colored pooplo is

through groups of Girl Scouts, Girl Brownies

. carried on at thri three colored settloments

boys' nnd girls' clubs of nIl kinds,

classes, glee clUbs, orchestra work,

ledtures.

Most of the colored churches in res.

domrnd h~~vr provision in

nctivities but in fOD cnses cnn it be



Wor}~ of tri

to provide nn opportuni t~· for t:he childron of

The 1\;U81.c Depnrtmc:nt under its ilirc'ctor. MIss

and En tl.rt,c inm~nts r,nd uu t L'1F;e, docs muct viork of n recre

-9-

to [',ecure musical trci.ning under cOl"petent

colored churches.

where the dirGctor of athletics has made a special effort to,

Tlv· Communit:r Union throl1t,h i ts d':'Jl~.rtmnnts of

takc in teese youngsters and. to give. them a clJ~mco for wr.ole-

work among tlk colored ctildron Who come to its gyr.'nasium,

to abo'7c, was orr;aniz':ld .t·NO ~'ears ago amonr, the boys of the ~

some recrcation un60r proper conditions.

Onc v:hito church, C]-'rist's :8piscopal, does considerable

the Urbc,n Laugue C<"utel,

at little cost to themsulv8s.

orgJ:nizad by ]viiss Burb:Jr.

at euch of wtich singing classes 'lnd glee

Negroes hcs been cnrriod on at

orchestra, n grouJ of colored girls h~VL

particilJr'.ti:li' in tl,8 gener"l rm;sicJ:l activ

entertainments. Ttcr~

they BTB mcstly fcr the b~nBfit

purticulnr Jrdera c0ncernsd.
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CONTACTS OF NEGROES AND WhI'J.'ES IN 1?U-gLIC AnD 2RIVATE RECREATION

Although there is much contact of Neeroes and whi tes in

public and private recreation it is not al top:ether happy.

Colorea

ThE; COIJll]Jj ssioner of RGcr'"8tion poin,

Flats and Bob-La at all times and can secure sUitable accon~o-

dations at .i:'ut-in-Bay und SUGar Island. only on special days.

Fortunate 1;)' , not all of the contect

Community Union stntes that the boct comp['.nies rcfuse to cerr

colorod pnBsengers on gener~l excursions.

of Rccr~ntion mcntioned the case of c bo~t

that colored members of the steff were to be

Tte; di rector of the E"tertainment nnc1 Ortinc DG}r:rtment of th,

cnrry one of his st~ff plonjcs to Put-in-Bay

seems to bo n general policy in the

Negroes are unwelcom,e at such amusement centers as Tashmoo

colored and White pupils to Use the

time.

citizens, but that there nre

recreatienal facilities of his department are

centers whore colored people

most of thi s unplo c,s •.mtn OfcW cen tcrad orell

When used by both ruces t S imultLnconsl~T,

the colored people insistoa upon entering

along with the whites. Less diffiCUlty w

te montionea n clash between Negroes

took plnce .-.t Kronk Commnnity C"nttJr

those pools where the Negroes wore decide

the t~o groups is unpleasant.
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tl18 v9.rious l(,Qr;uos compose., of BecrE'2tion De.Jartment temr:s,'

and corn~ete ',ith "hite toa~s. Furtter~orOt os~ccially at

thoE'e contnrs wI-oro a lcr[':o )u.rt of thu f.ttundance is color-

make wide uee of Bello Islo ~~rk

at th', Nationa} IiltGrscholustic

TVlo colored t

Colored boys have madetreated.

er,stcrn region of thO, "f? tr.G st, to tourtiltmcnt.

winter. 1925 - 1926. the: Urb[.J~ L:.r.l:':;UO Center J~nior

(lild, in the regi onr.l und Ft" te t onrnr..I":unt8 of tho
r

Tj-;cy ':Ion tho Tf;g'ionr,l tOllrnc,mcn t ('nd rcprc: sc.nted the

combined y. ],i. C. A. nnd HiL~h Stroet C<..nt',r l'onnis Club'

cO~~8tod in Au~ust, 1926, in the city plcyr;round tourncmcnt,

June, 1926, and carried off bigh

of an jr16jvi~ual nature.

hir:h school athletics. especially v'here

DetroiteTs pnterc8, reJl'esonted

facilities Without ill1y a)~rociablo

whites. They bathe on

COJ1JTci ssionor Br'.,':/ur stnted thct be

ntuly, th[~ .Ln~l other groups.

posod of tC'~mp from ,~.ll sottlcmen~s. Treo

Y. 1..1. C. A. Volll):T Bo.ll torn:; comL)otud lr,st
/ --,

State Y. N,. C. A. Volli1~' Ball T.)urnament and

L
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Ivi~ch 0:: t1'e. recre2.tioi1 for tLe colorGd group nf Detroit

is furnished by establishments supplyitlr the type of activity

classified as com~ercial recreation. ~u,ile some of these

activities beeOEG vicious and danf-erol1S, such is not the case

T;.ere are trl?atres nnd poolrooms conduct..:

Th(~ thoatres in the o.o\vnto'lJn

l'~·2.ctic["ll;,' ,,11 of t1.o first cl(,1Os theatres i

With all of thc~.

soEe of th~m pursue the policy of purposely

downtown ['ron ~,re 01)on to colorGd people witl:. rr.odific

ed for financial gain Iv1'ich ore just as wholesome jn the

ihstitutions.

jJeoplo, Vito in ttis rcslject he,vo fL.ir lnovisiqn ~Qde

were larrely pQtronized QS c source of recreation by

Accor~in[ to the re~lies to our fUDJily schedule cards

of recreation they offer as thc public Bnd seri-public
r

will bJ sold sents only in the

Mnny of these thmntrcs ['ttempt to

SubEitted to 1000 colored hends of families, the theatre.

S8!ltS in cortrin rows

ccrtnin row nnd scction of th~ thcetra

ever n ccloree porson insists on bcin«

denied.

lr.,rge nlln:bors

comedy [end burlesque, eucb ".S the l!.venu(),

CCtpitol, j"i-ahig-un r;·.nd st,.~te. NeGroes 0_

Gnd. CGdillrlC ,-n~ the "woy-i.c:!l hOllSC>lO sllcll

theatres are generally persons who are

classes are frequently seen at

as the Sbuberts"Detroit and the Gurric~.

~--
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ffient of a pleasing kind m:lic. sl:itable surrounc1ir.gs.

Ttere are nine theatres anc1 movies cnte~ing eS2ecially

to N"groes. T~'O of these, the l:o.,.,in on Grntiot Avenue and

the Dunbar on Bestinf,s Street offer stage performances as

Tho }lays nre mostl

All of these thontres, with the

Th e .latrons of

well as moving pictupes.

colorod thontric~,l troupes.

Rarely are the pictures of the first

Lmppin and Rosebud havG colored mnn~?ers.

The stago performnncospre8entod at tho

A large lllimber of oolored l:len find

musiccl comcdy typo rend stress doncing and sinp,in

the same as those shown by the second-rate

attendance at the K02~in is large. The pictu

the other houses present !'thrillers".

music, except at the l:o;Uin, is ordinary.

maintains an orchestra.

the most part are drawn from the sin,ple,

people within the neighborhood who respon l

entert,ainment furnished b~' these houses.

creation in playing pool and billinrds.

PO'lll Rooms

are opcr~ted by white men
<

50 pool rooms operatod by

exoeption of the KOl?} in ,md Rose.:bud, ore located on Hustings-- 'c

Street and all with "'.;he exccption of the l'"' • Dunbar and.r...°l).)ln,
,

Castlo are sl~nll houses soc,ting botvlGcn two and

people. All of them nre owned by whi te poople, but the
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must bo licensed by the Dc~),."rtment of R~creation. The ~verel!e

number of tablE: s in ench is Lcb out six, but th~re nrc m~ny wi th

as mnny QS ten. Most of tho Pool rooms nro loc~ted on

Russell, Hastings ~nd St. &1toin~ stroets und on Gratiot Avenue.

The usual tYlJeS of poo']. gc.mes jJermi ttod ['.re "Rotation" or

"French", "Eight Bn.ll." "Fifteen B:.;.ll". or "Straight" nnd

"St. Louis", t.ost of which ure conducted in n clenn mGllller

for the most pnrt, nrc froe of pernicious grwlbling.

It scams that th~ desire for untortninmont is the

mining motive of thoso who frequent tho pool rooms.

patrons are, on the whole, working men who

recreation. TLere seems to be a scai."city

usual "sharks" who are civen to

the purpose of using their prowess in the garce

men out of their money. and the atmosphere of

though often ribald and hilarious, is not u

director of the Commercial Division of the

Recroation states that he has found it

the licenses .of colored operators of pool ro

cases during the past year.

No att~ndlli1c8 figures are kept by

pool rooms and no accurate estimate of

is possible.

Baseball

Dotroit is u Cood baseball tovm fro~ t

the colored people who enjoy attonding thi'

statistics fiS to the attendance of colcre
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Field were jrocurnble. porsom:l visits of investigntors to

this perk ond the tcsti~onyof [\ largo number of people who

regulnrly nttend Rnmes there disclose the foct th~t n l~rgo

number of colorod fens wi tnnss gnrn;;s ro[':ul:,rly r,t N,·.vin Field

during the plnying so~son., Datroit is n180 rc)rosentod by

Tho aV8ra~G uttendanoe of oolored fans at,Jlayers.

D<.4l.cine is !":!1 exceedinclY.Jo.lUlar ior.

that played in the Class A <..:.0. B leaeues of white J?layers.

which is IOn nggregntion of first-clnss bnll plnyers. fl.o

Buxin~. as n oommorcinl ~nstime, is a nog

fans who witness the games of the M~erican Negro Leueue are

is about 4,500 whioh is a high average fOr a

US large as th!'t of Detroit.

~een observers and demand real skill on the parts of

e club, tho Dc:troit Stnnl, in tho Al"criorcn N"ero LC'.~.eue,

Boxing

in Detroit. Tnerc are ver~ fow )rofessionnl

where in the city, and whnt fow there nro

moro extensive pro[':ram of entcrtninmont.

arranged by privnte clubs which llnve ttam

this sport is followed n porge part of the>L"~~

[,S pr inc ip111s

in Dotro it.

posed of colored f:len, I.nd colored L,en nrc \"10

the Detroit 1)eo111e~ and it is as

the members of any othar group.

r teams of this league playa standard of ball com)arable to
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ll:!rgo group; its cc,p,\ci ty is about 100 couples'. Othf)r color

cd danccs of eny size Dust bo givon nt white dance h~118

whenover tllcse cnn bo obtained. There era throe white dence

':;'rero is onl;-- one ball in the' ci t;)" hovlOv"r, oVlllod snd

ojJor:':tcd by colornd lwoplD, VJhicb CIlD tilwnys bo ['('curod for

dana i.."1[ pUI'pOS os, nelYlcly, the I.1";ool,,io Hell P't 632 En"t

'!'tis hall is too f!l'1flll to '"ccorr.mo[I,~,tc c,LivinGston Str~0t.

halls th2t colored peoplo erG nblo to obt~in occ:lsionnlly.

'!'hesr era thu 1",111. is do D,~nca, tho Arcr,d ice nnd tJ:c Grnystonc;.

1'bo forruer of thc'se C['ll bo obte,incd for colorud drences only

on r,olid"ys botvlc;on l'1icinif!l1t rIme f'iv,:) or sL': a 'clock

Darning; the lr"ttrr trio c,m bo obtr.in"d

opon nigl1t. Thip, is usu8.11y on MOYlel "J'.

Dl:rLli< tl,e summer mO>1ths colored peojJl<. U

pavilions of tho to~ts ~urinr: thoir

cUrs ions upon these vessols.

Notwithst,muing tho sccrciti- of l:,rgo

colored people "nfap:-,' in d[;(,ci:li': to i'. l'rg,:,

~rc cttncin~ sp~cn8 connected wit}~ nU~8TOU_

\"Jhich ore conduct8C1 1);" coloro(1 people

ly JGtroni~od. C~b:rctB w~ich hovD

Tipto" InD on St. Arltein8 stI'cot, the',

Rot",l F.t :iSC! Eust Aiccr.f! Street "nd tbo Rf'lJ.i 0

Adums Strc]ct. ~rhG c[lfes }lnvin~ dcncing p~

Chrisis C~f~ i~t 408 Clinton stroot, ~urnerr

Streut no:.r Rnsscll, :ncl tl~c Cr,fe nt 3408

The kolrosc T0D Room [;t 1905 Brush Stroet

room f_t Thr"l:'dOTu ."llU St. An to inc Streets.

Room r.t 2476 St. Antoine Streot hove fnc
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accorr.moo.r,ting priv!:to cllwci::lg pE'.rtios. Tho [lunitoriu~ of tho

High Street RecroEtion Center is clso f~vnilD.ble for (1['.ncing

purposes.

According to t~s testi~ony of policewomen whose duty it

is to suporvise public !l"ncing the conduct of the pntron-s of

the abJve nEmad amusement plr.ces is very geod, In their

opinion, the people seem very engel' to prosorvo the order

ene, decorum, Rnd to meet the upproval of the policewomen.

Miscellaneous Entertainments

A great deal of the reoreation of the colored peopl

Detroit is obtained through miscellaneous entertainments s

as excursions by boat, train and

mobile races and the like. For

two of the oolored 'newspapers were eXamined fo

one year (from AUGust, 1925 to August, 1926) i

certain from announcements carried ie

number of such events that wore viven

uncer each of the heads mentioned above.*

tablo shows the extent to which colored

in these events during the past year;

Automobile Races ••.•.••••••••

Automobile Excursions •. , ,'.• ,

Boat Excursions •••..•.... , .•

Railroad FiXcursions, .. ,... """".,,,

Picnics •••• ~ .•••• ~ ••• ~~ ••••'•• ~·.

Convunt ions" """ , , , , , , , , , , ", , , , .'
*Only eV8nts of this kind where adJlJissians a
were listed in this survey. Of course thi~

consideration the numerous private picnics



-18-

Evidonce h,.;s not boen lucking th~:t thero is much gCffibling

2mong the colored people of Detroit who f81cy this pnstime,

Thero ,ere ffi:,ny ostnblishmonts for g'.!;]CS of chrnco. These

p"),ncos r.rc u8lwll;? c'w"fully J?lr,cod so LS to be secure fror.l

interrupti.on bJ' unl'lolcome Visitors, nno. in order to gnin od

mi ttc:nce to n:08t of thur. f'. person must be vouchod for by

011e wbo is w811-known to the, J~f:n".gers of tr:e pl~,c().

bousos provide nll the ci.rd I'TJllOS, dicn,

take, and in nddition mcny of them hnv(, depnrtments whllre

may bo placed on races and such events. Al tho ugh- some

these places operate under the guise of social

licensed as such, ~any of thorn carryon

There is ven' little open gambling,

least one case the "brw.ter" for the establiRhI:'!

his position near the place and

ing passersby to enter by qUietly announcin~

that is goin~ 011 Within •

.c'RaS'rI TUTI ON

A glance at the !~mp included in the

that the vice Clii3trict mnr}:eCl out by the

Hygieno Association investil'ators overleps [

the colorod residential ~ren.

compilod in th~t study, prostitution is more

tionntoly ~mong the colored thGn Lmon~ tho

section of t:r~is
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which, according to Buthoriti~s, drives color8~ wom0n into

prostitution. Another olem'Jnt in this si tu~,tion, ilointod out

by many Negro leeders, is ~he foct thet to mnny m~le newcomers

The following tables, which sUIT~erize

the house of prostitution furnishes e soci~l center to which

he has roady ~ccess ~nd where he receives ~ cordi~l welcome.

Recreation in the HOlliO

On the family schedule of.ras which YJOro Rubmi ttcd to th

heods of 1000 colored families thAro was a section

"culture".

the home.

give un indicntion of the noturo of leisure time nctivities i

DAILY NEWSPAPERS READ

Number of Pupors

1

2

3

None

Not given

TOTAL

WEEKLY N::: NS.f'_~.PERS HEAD

Number of Papers

1
/

2

3

None

-Not given
./

TOTAL

I.



wero rc~dors of 1365 ~c~:J ~ne ~IGokly ~cwsJPJcrs.

". 1 r .... 1' T ~,... n'''' Z 'n ~ s",~rr.Je. ,'"- _".k.• "..:. Fr.rr.il i os

.L.

2

11

6

None

Nf't givon

TOT.iL

TLe following t2.hJo shows the n\'mbers

'ibraries of the Nagr) },)~es investigated:

NUl'1ter of hn"":s. ·_v ~

1
2
5

5 - 1,J
10 - 25
25 - :55
35 - 5J
50 - 100

100 - 20"
200 - 500
500 - 10CO
Unknown
Not riven

135

63

~.6

15

010
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Of these books, thoso denling with roligious topics were

most numerous, 299 coming under this category; gene reI works

TyJe of Instrument

En.] History fourth with 66.

mode regUlar use of the ~ublie library.

In only 139 c~sos of

I,iusic fUrniehes f. l'~I'r:C p,'rt of tho hOmi

G~mcs of various kinds wore USlld for pur~oses of re-

,
In addition to the homo libraries, 296 stated thot they

Victrola
J:.'iano
Victrola - 2iano - Radio
Victrola - J:.'iano
Victrola - Radio
Victrola - Violin
Victrola-J:.'iru1o - Organ - Cornet
RadiO
Rocio - J:.'inno - Uke
GUitl'.r
GUitnr - E.(wr.olin - Violin
Violin
Violin - Uke
Cornet
Violin - i'inno
Cl['rionet
Bc.njo
Sl2xDphone
J,iandolin
ilone
Not given

TOTAL

come second With 254 subjocts, litcr~ture wos third with 73

croation in ovor holf of these 1000 homes. Such genes os

chec]ccrs, dominoes. OI,rds. nnd the v(rious types

gcmes were most common.

tLc Negro.

were there no musical instruments of any kind.

ing table shows the number and type

in the c·olored homes investigated.
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Inform"lPlcy

Not ,,11 of the children of ",;h8 city ro!,"ul.n.rly pf,tronizo

tree plr::ygrot:nds {'.nd o"thc:r recre~tion centers provided by the

city. Nor do tho pr1vnte u!'"cnclps cnrrying on progrnms of

recrec:tion reech ell the childrc)il th"t ere not rOl1ched by

tre munici1Jel du;.l(.rtmr·nt. Mun~r chilclron still l~se tho

streets GS thoir chief plflYfrouxlos, {'.. no. this is

true of the colored children in the congested districts.

C~reful obsnrvcrs will notice thnt wherever Negroe

congrofnted in even limited

oftell f.r~vitrte lergely to plGY. Thus,

Negro b',rbursho,J it ie· easy to eniC"ge n

gnme of checkers, cards or othor teble

them the redio is D Jo~ul:r instrument

somebody ,:nV8r to tunc in. M:-ny of the co

('st~blish;n("'nts such ns music stores ,·nd

~lso cen"t,'rs for the jJley r.cti..,i tic s of

thcrr;. Improvif'i'd horsosLoc pitcl:inJ'(" court

ly sut U) in bncl~y~.rds, ::neL b:csc:b:,ll bet

croquc't s"t is C cOllsJicuous p::rt of'

pi C115. cs .
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· EDUC.b.TI ON

41 racos and nationalities nt~onding the schools.

and the total Bchool pOjJulation hlld rrO\'1D to 128,982.

In 1921 the

Since thore

In 1920 Negroes constituted 4.

FiRuros On m~rital stntus and the
pondoranco of ~cles to fomales in
pOJulation stUdy form n brlsis for
th~t tho ratio of school children Dould
e'-tIn(). .As [1 m:1.tt,qr aT f!1.ct those fi ~u

to show n slic:ht incrol.ise but 7 per
tho conaorvntivc estimato.

"Ago-grade ~nd Nationality Survoy".
cational Bullotin, Resenrch Bulletin,
1922, p. 21.

total school popUlation which was 116,708.

In 1920 there were 5,436 Negro pupils in the pUblic

schools of Detroit, representing 4.58 per cent of the

NmmER OJ<' NEGRO PU.2ILS

1920 the Negro PUilils ranked sixt}: in numbors wnonf

number of Negro pUJils \'Jas 5,680, an increase of 447,

they had been passed by tho Italians i111d

cent of t.he general popUlation und colorl:d c

seventh plewo. *

population of Detroit in 1925 was

sentod 4.58 por cont of the school

th~t the rntio of colored children

**

cent of the children in tho school

*

were colored school children.**

fror" 1920 it I"[.y be estir.:l'tod thct
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SCHOLARSHIJ:' O];'HEGRO ChILDIEN

The only complete stllciies of Dge-grrcde distribution by

fl'ltiow'.lities for the pUblic schools of Detroit were made for

children of the city as a whole. This

cent.

A2
8.46
8.23

Al B2
7.30 7.78
7.15 7.79

TABLE 1

B1
6.62
6.54

A5 B6 A6 B7
I 1 • 74 ""1-;;;2-."2-;C0 -12-.-5r ""'12"'."""'9*3
11.66 12.14 12.56 13.01

in 1921 ~hen the porcentare of retardation was 14.02 per

percentnge ef retardation, 17.07 per cent in 1920 and also

B9 __ =:A",9__ 1:;<10_ A-I0

the ye~rs 1920 ~nd 1021 by tho Bureau of Statistics and

Reference of the Detroit Bonrd of Educntion.* According to

this stUdy the Nogro childron as a group showed the groatest

cent. These fignres sLow that in a ~'ear's time

In his study of tho Negro in Detroit in

decrease in tho retardation of colored children

Forrester B. Washington showed that tho fact

children enter ovary grade at n higher

tion of tho relativoly highor percentage

*"Ago-grnde .snd Nationali tySurvey"
Bullotin Rose~rch Bulletin No.7,

1920 City
1921 City

B5
1920 City 11, 20
1921 Ci ty 11, 24

1920 City 14.53 15.00 15.42 15.76
1921 City 14.68 15.12 15.47 15.95
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1920 5.44.../ '7.04 7.88 8.50 9.37
Colored 1921 5.65 6.57 7046 8.25 8.93

B5 A5 B6 .A6---
Colored 1920 12.43 12.78 13.08 13.56 13.
Colored 1921 12.33 12.54 13.04 13.52 13.88

B9 ;e9 B-I0 A-1O B-ll

Colered 1920 15.30 16.00 16.17 16.90 16.78
Colored 1921 15.43 16.00 16.21 16.87 16.93

A comparison of the stetistics of 19

Another factor Which promotes

wholo they ~re not as high ns they were

1921 shows thnt while the medi~~ ages of

that wherees the median nges at entranc

at ontn'.nce nre still highor thp..ll those of

grades for eolored children in 1920. It

the city as a whole in 1921 were higher

only half grades than in 1920, the medi

the COlored children in 1921 was lower

higher in only 10, the same in 1, and

compared With 1920. This explains in

3.05 per cent in the retardation of

1920 Illld 1921. The retardation of

creased from 6.86 per cent in 192Q

reduction of 2.30 l)er cent. Thus

more reduction in the retardation of

colored children in the Detroit

all of the children between 1920 and

Which most of them formerly attend
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TABLE 2*

4.76
6.25
8.00

10.8
11.3
12.7
12.8
14.2
15.1
18.1
18.2
18.5
19.5
19.7
19.7
20.
21,3
2
2

Percent

Sec TobIe 2 below:

*Tho Negro in Detroit
Forroster B. Washington, 1919 - 1920.

J?lneo of Birth

Three or More years retardation by place of
birth of Nogro pupils in the Detroit Public

Schools

Michigan
Indiana
l'ennsylvnnia
Illinois
Kentucky
Iviissouri
Unclassified
Flor ida
Ohio
Texas
Louisiillla
AlnbamG.
Arknnsns
South Cnrolinn
Tennossee
Virginin
Goorgin
North Cnrolina
IJississippi

plnce of birth of the Negro children in the Detroit schools

inforior to northern schools. In his 1919 - 1920 survey.

Forr<:)ster B. Wp.shington showed" thnt from the stLndpoint of

tl:OSG who cnmo from nIl southern states were more rct[,rded

Eltates showed n lowor percentnr,e of rctnrdation thl'.D the

Negro average fo~ Detroit.

thnn average N~groes in'Detroit among whom the rotnrdntion

wns 17.07 por cent and that those who cnme from northern
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That the retardation of tho colored children in the

Detroit schools c~~ bo explained in ~nrt by tho inferiority

of the southern schools which most of them formerly nttnnd

cd was brought out in a stUdy made in October, 1926, of two

schools in Detroit i'n each of which the majori t;i' of pupils

are colored, Bishop School with a total enrollment of 904,

of whom 757 or 83.6G per cent are colored, and Vlingurt

School with a total enrollment of 943, of whom

per cont Hro colored. Bishop School, located

and Winder Streets, is in the heart of the St.

trict, which has boen thoroughly discusseo

on Heusing and was there shovm to bo the

city. It is here thet most of tho Negro

upon coming to Detroit. Most of the colored child

this school huve parents

tho south. Consequently among numorous

exhibited by this group we must udd the

for~er poor school advantsges enjoyed

operated to produce n large Rffiount of

them in the Detroit schools.

Again, the unWholesome conditions

itself tend to impede the progress of

after 'they have entered this school. It

of opinion of all the teachers interviewed

that f,'or 0me conditions was one

ing factors to the retardation of

Most of the houses are over-crowded

quate from every other standpoint. Most
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emj)loyed outside of the homes and tr.o children aro left to

tako caro of themselves, ~ith tho result that they aro a

~rny to all kinds of influences inimical in ovory way to

School !.ro not oporati¥o hore.

Althou~h many of the parents of

Furthormore, it has boen shown that only the poorost,

their wolfaro.

and loast ambitious of tho Negroes remain in this distriot,

cescs.

and that those who aro b"tter J)aid (lnd marc ambitious movo'

to 1::01'0 dosirabl'-, 0.istricts as soon as they are ablo to do

in tho st. Antoine district, it would

in tho city - tho Tirem~n-Wal'ren-ScottcmDistl'ic

conditions 'Which l)rovnil in tho npif-hborhood of "

are newcomers in Detroit, and many of

point of progress in school than is true a

so. Consoquontly colored pGoplo who arc the least advan-

ced tond to bo concontr~ted in this district. On

their chi.l-1lren '.';o\,ld make a better showiu/3:

suporior to thoso of tho Bishop district

Bonlev"rd b'3twoFm 1\1001'0 Placo and Scovel Avenue,

colered pu~ils from tho bost colored rosidential

h~.nd, tho WinGort School which is located. on West

School. This is borne out in the followin.

\



Three or more years Retaruation

Membership

All 904
Colored 757
Whi to 147

All 943
Colored 671
White 272

IViernbership

All 904
Colored 757
White 147

All 943
Colorod 671
White 272

liliemborship

All 904
Colored 757
Wllite 147

All 943
Colored 671
White 272

-7,..

TABLE 3

BISBO..:' SC.!iQ.@

Retarded

135
127

6

WIN GERT SCHOOL

69
53
16

TABLE 4

IN GRADE .AT AGE

BISHOP SCHOOL

In Grade

162
147

;L3

WINGERT SCHOOL

130
93
37

TABLE 5

BISEO.!:' SCHOOL

Acceleration

36
20
16

WIn GER G SCHOOL

80
61
19

Per cent Retarded

14.93
16.77

5.44



Fcrthermore, there is

10.6
11.2
11. 2
11.9
8.6
8.1

The bulk of tho II

Gr(msol
naIrn,s, A. L.
klnj usko
nussoll
'Trowbridge
Parlee.

hod. Tho percentages of retardation \'IBS B

~ro Gronsol, A. L.

That this factor of the influence of better opportun-

ities on progress in school is a universal anD is

-8-

7te percentage of retardation of the colored pupils in

Wingnrt dci!ool i:o less than half of ':ILct it is for the

of Russell nnd Trowbridge, which as lGte ns

TheeD, so f~r ns thl) Detroit school sY2tem

than this ih ench CRSC.

hc;d. suffered. m'1l1~' of tho hand.icnps thllt the

these schools in 1916 WCeS made up of foro

little or no Negro enrollment at thrt time.

Trowbridge. In r,ll of thDse schools, (wit

an examination of the pcrc'!nt~ges of retardation

at ','lingert \'Ii th refercnce to rct&rdat~on, acc,eleration and

the Negro enrollment in 1920 was

It is very prob[lble t~ t in 1916

acceleration of colored pupils at Win~ert is almost five

colored ch~ldrBn in the Bishop School whilp the per cent of

little disparity betneen the firurcs for colored Rnd white

Negro enrollment of only 15 and 14 per cent, r

times as great as it is for Bishop.
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It 1'1 ill be- SUBrl th':t in i)1J ch C'1se -th0-.per cent of

retardation WRS greater than the present per cent (7.31)

of the colored children at Wingert. The fact that per

centage of retardation steadily declined in all of these

schools except Majeske and iarke tends to show that the

lack of progress in school becomes lessened among the

irrli'Y,igrant groups as arr.ong the Negroes as thGY becomo ad

justed to tho syptom.

From the study of these two ·schools,

Wingert, the conclusion may be drawn that

of retardation amonR the colored children

thy inferiori t;y of tbe schools whicL thBy

South; second, the hi~her aV8rago median ago

of the colored children in tho Detroit

poor horne conditions among the colorod

tricts 1 D:0 th:!.t in '."hich the Bishop

and fourth, lack of familiarity With

SPECIAL EDUCATION

For yhe )urpose of this survey a com

was ~ndo of th~ white and colOred childre

classes for sub-norDal children prOVide

of Special Educ~tion. Thore arB two mai

classes, Specinl A, and Special

Bro placed children from six to

the latter children nro oyer thirteen.

which the following findings have been

from the cards filed in the Psychologica
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BO[lrd of Educ[Ction. Thu chronolo[':icf'.l c.ge, grade, mentel

f'.ge Md intelli[':enco quotient I:re the orir:innl entries,

taken when the child wns first recor:niz8~ to be subnormal;

Tho records of th2 clrcssificntion, home control_.and

physicf'.l defects nre up-tO-date. In ell 2311 cnrds were

exnmined Which, according to 'the director of special

educction, represent 85.1 per cent of the totnl number on

file. Tho following is n summary of the results.

Detailed figures can be obtained fron tho files.

(1) The percentages of backward children
for both soxes of both groups tends to
be about equal, ro,d there is n largor
percent of white females end of color-

" ed [m:les who [lre definitely feeble
minded.

(2) Thoro i~ n rolatively
of each group who r:re
minded.

(3) There is a notable disparity in t
centages of broken homes among the w
Bnd colored ohildren, which tho dire
of the department of specinl educatio
describes BS being one of the rr~in

tributing causes to the backwBrdnes
the colored children in these clnss

(4) While the percentar:es of those ha
physical defects is high among th
children, all the colored childre
suffer from physical defects, but
white children suffer from more aif
ent kinds and combinations of ailmen
than do the colored children.

~./-.--

// *See study of phYc8ical defects in Health



From the survoy that was made

colal·ed children in tr.edepartment of
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3. Ovor-crowdIng,
ncar relntivos

e r

4. 1i tornto pnr8nts were u811nll
cooperative.

2. Broken hO~les because of· deatt
t ion.

1. Cases wter' the
out of work for long
wer.e usual.

(7) All tho Day through in nIl but one in
st~nce. u higher ~ .roentogo o¥ fceblemindcd
llGSB is fl.CCOffipf:nicd b:y the possession of t.
hir:1Jer Jerc,;ntL.ge of phys icnl [t()fects.
Theme SO',ms to be a definite correlation of
tho r~lotively hi~h(lr peroentage of feeble
mindodness ond physic~l defects in ttB
cnsos of the white hoys ond colored girls.
The foct th~t ~hore is n much smnller
genarnl oercontn~e of fooblemindedness 0

~ong tho" Special A pupils thon among the
Spncinl B 's, ,-nd f'. rclativoly r.i(':har
renornl percentngo of ~hyoicul defects n~1

thOID ie ~rabnbly ~xpl~;inrd b: the foct tho
boIng much ~'ounf':c,r. ro~,edL\l IT!onsures f
tho rornovr,l of thosa [1 efucts hnve hoef
np,lli 'Jd [~s uxtons iv"ly among ttom
tlw Spocj"l B's.

(B) Anotl:er C2use ~;ny bo thn~. ns tho ,
in those, closses progross sufficientl'
r.rc roturn8d to thoir rc;gulcr clcssos
th,) rol·~tivol:l' IGrgo numbr,rs affoebl
minded c]-,i.ldren 11lY,onf the Spucir,
repro sent succossive incrQmunts
recruited from tho Spocial A1u

(6) Tho data on S,lOcial B. cl:ildren, SLOV1S a
general pLrbistonce of the, relation in
tho pcrcontn~es previously ~entioned, but
thoro oro relatively hi~h(r percentuges
of foeblumindudnosG [ill;on1': oIl clr\sscs th;n
vl'.w trUG of the Spucial A's, l~nd e much
ti,cher ,Jercontqro of v'oeJ:mindodness c.l"1ong
the Dhite boys ond oolorcd girls thon ,,
monp the other cloGses of this group.

following typical OOflditionsWere frequen
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TEN 'fY?IC.lL CJ\Sl\S FROlvl ThE S.2ECEL

An tU1['lysis of t110 homo nddresses

1.

It would seem from this thnt economic nnd social

6. Non-adjustment atributable to moving
around from place to place or poor
enrly tr:lining in the South, espec
inlly Georgia and },lnbfllna.

. This boy I'IIlS 1m i11e[':i tim'etc chi
Memphis, 'fe;nnussee, vlho hdt bcun
fore birth to nnothc,r couple. Th
pnronts moved to Dctroit before he
nnd did not succecd in getting him
nunt until hc wns five ~'OIUS old.
wrote to thc_f~flter p[_rC!llt~LQaut).on·
"to be sure Md lick J- or hc will
this when tho boy wns fivo. For
the foster parnnts have been strugg
thOlSC' fits of tCr.lper. Th8Y (UP exceo
fine colored people, nnxious t
rip:ht thing. The boy haS fits
nlw:,ys- repentant, but his prom
~ottur ~rc soon forgotten. lin

colored children has nlrendy been noticed, nnd serves

or 73.6 por cent, rcsido in the

shows thnt 195 of the 265 colorcd children in

1'6.5 J.l0r cent of tho specinl B.)

cnuses are the largest contributing factors to the bnckwnrd-

popul~tion ns a wholo nnd tho Negro representetien in

cl.'1ssos, (7.8 pc,r crmt of the speci'll

Streot district whore the worst

es. The much higher percentage of broken homos ~~ong

N'egrocs Gre found.

ness of the majority of tho children in theso special

j1lcin the disparity bet'i/oen tho ilegro gonornl ,-end school



-1:3..,

troublc~~ker, h~s no conception of rigrt
or wreng. It soemed to tho socinl workar,

·thr.t t~ now bCirtnning-, undor f nc\~; set of
tenchers who would ost~blish a strict
regi~e from tho bei!inninf. mif'·:rt be of
benefit. Tho fester prronts were nnxions
tocooporrte, nnd aided in tho trnnsfor~

The youngster is (joing mud: botter in his
new ei1ucation~l homo, evincini! more in
tcre;st in school, "nd it is hoper ho viill
lc:nrn to control his tompc,r succossfllll~,'.

2.

This case is of a bO;li, olt)von yenrs 01C!.
coming from a good homo enriron~ent. but
characterized as incorrifible and a truant.
His fatter is a coat veddler, in good.
heal tho His mother stays at horne and keeps
the house neat and clean, above the averafe
Both parents are literate. There ~re four
children and two r.1nle roomers, o'ccujJying
six rcom rented house. The subject waS
born in Alab,~)~c.• nnd lived there nnd in
Virginia until three ye'.rs fl(';O vlrlen th
family moved to Detroit. Le has n ver
qUI'.rrelsome ni:ture, - anxious to "pick
fight". If corrected J!e bites, ntt~cks
kicks, nnd screrms. Every corrocitio
t,.,J:en nS c. cl1".118ngo. Ho t~··.s recent.
bAun in the Dntuntion Homo for one ~
for stealing nutomobiln tires. Tho 1
nro flnzious nnd willing to coopor~·to.

~isciplinu in tho ho~e is rOOd, ~na

bust of h~rmony prevnils. ~ho boy i~

eVidently n sUbjoct for tho ungraded
dllCt rooms. nnfi neod~ n spocini tonchor
find now interests for him.

-:3-

Lack of pnrontnl control SOOr.1S t
cn~so of this caso of non-adjustment.
boy's fnthor rnd mother nro dond, bot
hcr:rt trOUble.. ThQ.... boy--'s f_o,s_to_r_pcc-"e.
not ontirely comjJetont, rnd control
rilthc:r 1M. Tbero wore, two othol' chi
both girls. Th, boy snys th'.t tile 01
sistor sold the young bnby for the
one doll,r to n :"r,r.1ily in Cineinnc.t.
ardor to bUy n drink for herself
was born'in Kentucky. and ):lost 0_

education hns boon in tho Dotentio



ns he hns :hr,d twenty-one diffo1'"nt offunsos
chnrged agc.inst him. Complnints rtre trur.ncy,
delinquency, ~n~ incorrigibility. He Vlns
plneed in ,·,n ungr"ded roor.1 ,·,nd did bettor
work for a tir~o. Tho Cf'.se \"Ir:S fin,<clly turnod
ovur to the Childr0n's Aid Socioty, who
trnnsferrcd him to LDpoer.

4.

The boy in this CDse sce~s to be R result of
n rother deficient ~eredity nnd inadequato
onvironment. His ovm fntt,or (tied ten yonrs
ago, tho ef:use not known by his Mothor. The
mothcr is n hotol ffiQ.id j who hns not been work
ing for ~1 yenr due to f1 norvous bI1enkdown
follo~ing the denth of h0r mother, who had
boan n tr~ined nl;rse in th0 GovernMent Emer
goney Hospitnl in W2shington. The mother 0
this boy rrn awny nnd m~rrieil ,<ct tho "go of
thirtoen. She livad l~ith his f"ther only f'
months, but returnod to him "ftor the birth
the son. They ,lid not gr.-t nlong well, nnd
,liter hor husbr.nd I s death. she rem:,rried, ::md
has been divorced once nnd sc~nrl;tod severdl
times. The stepfather is emplo;p3d [,t JliicCord
Hn(iiator Comp"ny. The f'1rr;ily live; five
1'00[1 ren teel r.ouse , without roomers rde
nnd tho boy hns his own room. He w~

Gc:orgia end live(l there nnd in I,lississ
until 1924. Eo had n very irregulnr
in tLo south. Tho principal reports t
not n disciplinery problem nt tho time
oxnminnti on, ho wns so ovorgrovm thL
not 0. good in::luenco on otter childl'
gr~do. The socinl diagnosis revealod
mother [\S n highly pp,inted, thin-fnco.
with Dvorcge intelligence, D very uns
individ.uel emotionnlly, vlho provides th
sienl noeds but little mornl bnckground·
'po.rontal coopc,r:.tion was very gooel
they S8cr;"or1 anxious r:nd willing fo
entur the special clnss. In specie
shovle,t \"Ionclcrful improvement in iI.res
spoeer. nnel mf:nufll ':Iork, but it "I('.s t
viseblo to keep tin there, I1S ho woul
soon go out into --tL-C· d.T:y -l['b-oringCln
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5.

Throughout nIl of this girl's life th8ro hIlS
boon ~o little homo lifo tt~t hor ~ack of n0
justmont is not to bo wondoro~ at, but rnthor
it is romarkable thnt sho finnlly succeo~od in
making un n~oqunte ndjustment nt nIl. Both
ber fathor nn(~ Tr.othor o.rfl ftenfl__ An [l.unt ,".TIel
unclo hnvo supported her sinco sho cnme to
Detroit three years ago from Tennessee. The
aunt and unclo both work, and board her out
with a neighbor, ~hom the child dislikes. Al
though she is being paid for hor sho has to
hel,J the wo!~an \'Ii th the vlOrk. SIle acts
pecUliarly, is Jouty at times, then again
pleasant. She is sleepy, inactive and lacks
initiative. She was put in a special class fo
two years, and mado such remarkable progress
under the special cure of the toacher. who caul
give her individual CLiro and attention, that sh
was retested, and returned to the regUlar grade.

6.

The hereditary background for this case s
be the cause of non-udjustment. The
mother of the bO~T sepnrllted soon oft
The mother rem[;rried, but the step-f.
1922, aftar serving in Jackson irison
works by the day to support her fnmil
one other child, a girl, Dho died at
18 of tUberculosis, aftor repented
comLi t suicido. Since Christmas t
uttr;rly fniled. to mako (ill [',djustme
hns bonn Dorking. The ccse worker
~jvos a fine Qccount of the boy _ n.,
in~ly tho promise of his attitUdes ~

while ho w~s still in school. Ho h£~

o8timnto of hi~solf, and is o~rninR ~l
weok. n Wi th supervision for ,n. wh
will doubtless n~just successfull
self-supporting citizen.

7.

This girl is twolve yonrs
monk,ll:r r-cRf',rd-ea-, - Hcr-fntner-,'Who
twice, is nn omployoe of the Detrol
Dnd hns n feurth grnde oduc&tion.
died nine years ago of pneumonia.
childron are dead, [lnd one sister'
step-mothor divorced her first hus Il(l

yenrs ago remarried the subject's h
live in a seven room und beth rent fIn
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fl1l'1ily of sovon lives \'lith, them I:ncl p£'.ys half
of the ',?65.00 Po n:onth ror.tJ The p:irl\'I<'s born'
in Birmingh':m, Al1:br.ma, c['.n,o to D(Jtroit in the
su~~er of 1922. Tho child Gttended school in
the south for tl,reo ycnrs, Vii tl: t\'JO repeats.
She entered Detroit school system, cl:ru1ged
schools at the,ond second yOAr, was demotod,
1JJ1~, is now in the 4'-A grr,de. Her nttendencG
nml conduct nrc good, (mel al t];ough she r, oos
not test very high, shd would be able to do
r0gulf'.r gnl'lo \'lark, hf:d her cl.'.rlicr training
beon of a better type.

8.

Thi8 ton-yel'.r olrl youngster secr,;s to IH,V" como
in contr.ct ',vith I~!~ny difficult sitnations.
The father is a machinist at Ford's. The
!'lather is a semi-invalid, with a stomach
trouble. Tl,o fUl'1ily (four children) occupy
101"er six room flat. Tl:e boy was born in
Birminp:ham, AlabnrJR, and came here five yea
ago. His school record has been onc of can
stant repetitions. Ho spent a night in
,JU\'enile Detention Home for stGaling mon
from l)aper boxes. His conduct is very vi
,::nocks smaller children do':m, kicks at the.
l'he f'ather I s IVhipJ)ings at home selim t
tGmporary food. One of his teacher's
recommends an institution to give hi
discipline; another characterIzes him
mornl degenereto. Another says she a
to speak to him personally to get him
thnt 1e resents correcting, does ver
:~ork and distnrbs everyone. The boy s

~nve sLch I.'~ nntagonistic nttitude th~

the cooperation of the parents, n ch
school to nn ungrcded conduct room w
when the teacher could spend moro ti.
ing his spocinl abilities, end less i
te' conform 1'.im to the group.

9.

ThG boy mls born in Clovelnnd, 1'10
and recently has come to Detroit.
is nn o6ployee of the Detroit Unit
Thore are- twoch-ildr-G-n -riving--; on-e
dead. Tho principal of the schoo
the boy to be I.'. tru:mt, unfit n-,ornl_
associate rJi th the average child, nnd
for special room training. The boy hn
been accu~ed of stealing n bicycle •.b,
which accusations he denies. The hom
discipline is very gooa, but the chil
thero enough to derive much benefi r
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Tho boy is not intorostod in school and thus
becomes ro problon,. Tho socirol wori.:or sugf,ests
tlw.t 0. sl)ocinl rOOrl toacher ffiif,ht .be p.ble to
find now interests 'md devolop thorn.

10.

40 coloreii teachers out of a

NEGRO TEACHERS IN THE PUBLIC SCl

This is a cp.so of bnckwardnoss due to lack of
opportunity. The boy is fourteen yoars old.
six yeo.rs retarded nent~ly. The father at
the time of the first investigation was" tem
po rnrily l[\id off. The mother died of no!',rt
trouble sic years ago. Both parents wer~

literate. Thore were soven childron living,
two dead. The father o.nd the twe youngest
boys came to Detroit in 1925, heve a rOOI:l
nnd kitchennotte ill1d do their own cooking.
Tho boy, in the clinic, snid that he gets
tired of cooking, but hos to do it when
fnther works. He likes school but gets home
sick for Georgin. He SRyS that the tencter
rlo.rks him poor in conduct because ho report
other children '"Ihen th<Jy bothor him. Ho
did not stnrt scl;ool until he was 'ten'Yea
Old, nnd then did not attend regularly us
hod to work on a fnrm. ThA social cnse
worker chnrncterizeB him as good-natured,
plc[!snnt, cooperntive. nttentive nnd likenb
He hnsnlt hail. n good opportunity. and ev
novi hn.s to spend much of his time keepin
hOllse for hil> f,:thor find brother. Spocie
cl,'\sS tonche!' couli! give him extrl'. ntten
:\l1Ll co.re, and Sp'Joi! hHl a10nr,.

According to figures supplied by the

the Board of Education there

is less than 'l.p0:r'.Q.ent

1926, the date when the last actual co

in tho total p~pulation

had been ~epresented in

figure being .68 of 1 por cent.
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The reason for thn ('mall. Dlllnbcr of colored toachers

sooms to be tl:at tl:ore have been clJrr:l'aretjvel~T fow color

ed persons desirous of to aching wl:o hove met the require

ments of tho Bonrd of Education. Tho fnct that in 1910,

out of Q total of 150 students in the Detroit Teachers'

Collogo there wor0 onl~ rivo coloreB students or .5 per

eent out of 1'_ total of 40b, \'I1:ilo thcr'a wore only 15 or

1.6 per cont students out of a total of 993 in 1925 

1926, tends to justify tte conc1uoion th[,t the colored

youtll of Detroit have not been intel'osted in to aching.

80r:18 colored people h.o.ve attemlJted to 8xplain

leck of interest of tho colored people in

elloitinG their lack of ol)portuni ty. in the

cetion 'Bd the hostility of school offioials

b:' their refusal to appoint color8d teachers

But tho inv(Jstigetor interviewed a good D1Gny

colored tenchers who orc employed !It ttn

(Octobor 1926) nnd thcy pointed out tl:nt nIl

8d people wllo h~d applied for positions os

who had met th0 lognl requirements of

Eil\lc:,tion h,.d boon eppointod nnd l'iOrO

present tiClc.

SOn:e oolored peoplo

the eo loro<L_ ti)Lwhers __ erc ",)J~Q il1tJ'd_Qnly:.in_ '

mnjority of colored pupils

tho pctrt of the ·'1iJpointing

At the snrne time it is • fact that in one a

haVing n mnjority of colored pupils ('lingo
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colored attendance), thero is not 1:'. single colored teacher.

In t~is connection, the colored people of Detroit seem to

foar that the conccntrntion of nn all-coloron faculty in a

school is n step in the direction of enforced segregation

in that there might be a tendency to re-district schools

include all colored chili\ren and exclude Whites and thnt

colored pupils might be sent out of their proper

to a particular school just because the teachers and

pupils there happen to be colored.

mcmt seer.1S to bel thnt, grnnted the existence of

of qualified colored teachers in the proportiol

bove, the practice of placing colored

c~ven in schools liko Bishop where the

cent colorod would be offensive.

The claim is made that teachers

to schools and districts on the

only and not because of color.

any hostility to teachers of their

ure colored, but they contend thct if

qurclificci to teach l"e is qunlified to

any ealat who come in

suing SUbjects which the teacher has b

purt. T~ey strcto that since u teacher"

for his service as_ a te_~,cher of chtldLen

the children or of tho teacher should h.

with his appointment.
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cstnblislcd by log~l fi~t in public institutions s~pportct

Uoll'llly fr;llcn fo!' bolc';) t:tcse mmlo f ,,1' tho 'elhi tos. In tr,c

case of the schools, MJSt of those who have hnd experience

in the douth with the dual school systems in vogue there

point out tr,at on the whole, the qualifications, pay and
workinR conditions of tte colored people Dre below

Ilnd the physic21 cquipr.,ent of the colored schools

inferior to thrt of tLo whites.

HI0E:m EDUCATION

Quoutionn~ires with reference to Negro

sont to 50 institutions of hiRhor

Of this number ~"9 'o'.'ero 10c'1ted in

Detroit. Twenty-fivo roplies wore receive

schools ~nd 13 from the out of town schools

ttOSD roplies to our quustionnl:irc .'\ppt!r,rs

t"ble:

Tnble 6.

NUl'1b (; l' of 11 og-roe s Enrollo£:_i.£.12c
Institlltiuns of HiRh,r ~dllcr;tio

(r925 - 1\'26)

Nur:-;bcr of Soh001s

5
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

TOTAL 12
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NUrobur Nq::r2.c:.~ 1';11rollod in Institution", of
liip:h.r j~"uor.tion in J.Ij,ori!"r:n, outside

___...Q ntro i t (r92Z 19 2.::6..<.)_--,-, ,====

29

o
1
4
G

1!J
Un kn0l1n'

on1;or, nnc ono oxplr.in8d. .

13

'Tho nvcr':ge tuition n:tu in

3
4
1
1
1
~~-----

Of thl, f!OVen cn,ses '·'h,rCJ r, dofini to po

c'. Athletic[-) ... "' .. '" '" "' .... "'. ", .. ", .. '"

b. Soof!:l 3v~nt8••••••••••••••••••

A. Roomj,np or housing ...•.•.....•

In ndditioJl to thoquostion oonoorninf

liDS YOl.r in8titution ovor oxporioncod
friction bot'·,'ocn tho r!'ccs?"' •••••. "'. "' •• '" '"

!iron' :1011 llily !IofilJIto polic~T '(lith re
gf~rd to colored students nD to the
fOllo\~in~ pojnts? •••••••••••••• ~ •••••

Number .3ohool0---------

TOTAL

mounted to ,;~O.OO per Yl)~r.

fo'1101"i11,rc inguiTios "'01'0 Dr:do, "nd

by trblo nt the right of quostion:

tho fiulJ for DJ.iel! its crDduDt~~ woro

th-:t bC;CDUSO ot' th" limi tccl pOf,'sibilitics

colora' stud~ntB in its uppor clnssos



TheE.e latter tVIOthnt thoy woro not always closir~d.

schools wcre also in Detroit.

distinction was made as to

Tte following figures reveal the fnc

As for the five cases that maintained a definit

tho~ ~hon they registored. Those lrttor t~o schools were
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loc~te( in Detroit.

policy ~ith reference to athletics, three stated that

wards dolorcd attletics, one by citing tte

two gavo positive evidence of their favorablo

administr~tivo problems which wore carefully pointed out to

mncle, ono tl2flt colorer' stuf1ents Were, v!elCOp.lo. ono thct ttoy

to socinl ovents, ono statod thnt there ~as no distinction

Of tho four c~sos (eclnring a definite policy in regnrd

were always invited but sel~om camu, ~hile onn confessed

player while in school,

stUdent who had made an enviable record as

tc:n.IT1S.

colored students who had starred on its footb

vory smnll percentage of Negro stUdents en

institutions of higher education in tiichign •

questionnaire. The agfrei,~tc total enrollmont

figures wore given by 13 of the institutions

1925 - 1926 WQS 10,906. Of trese,

thRt nt the University of

Negroos. Th~t this is r.n nccurnte

Negroes th~n QDyothor college or unive



to collura; l~ hnd rttonded n

"J'0V) ~:~ny yonrs in So];ool", 81 h::d hc.d

~ccordin~ to 911 fulP~ers to the family

Referring to tllO chnJtcr on ~o~ul~tion

thoro wns n totel colored anrollDrnt of l~GS thLn ioo*

];:~J R'ond to school one ~'e: r, 20 two yecrs.

out of n totnl of 9,456 in 1926.

Not\V',thst~ndinl~ the f',ct thf't colorod st\,d( nts frop.!

fnctors involved.

lOG fo,n ,i""r13, 99 fivo ye;:rG. 110 six yer:.

Detroit ~ttcnft collofEP ~nd universities loc·ted in oth('r

stntos, ~J:()ro i;, no cvidonco thf',t t1:iE wO\11d :'It,'·r the 1

-23-

school nine' yo::rs, 56 tcm yonrs,

yv:rs, End 144 eight yenrs. Jl'hirty-fiv8 h

four l"Joro thrill l(~ y(::'rs, rend 73 h:.cd J:tton

but didn't specify tho number of ycrrs,

l:n:lbla to rend, nn,1 of these. 32 CUlll:1 n

*.:E'i;/uro b,~,i.s(.'(l 011 (;stLrrt11,es m":cle b;r i'legro
University of ~ichivnn. No record i8 k
RCcor~0r ~f thl) rlu~bl)r ~f (lolorEld onrol
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TexCo.S

STATE

North Cnrol"
New Jorse;y
Ne\'1 York
Ohio
Oklahornp,
l'Gnnsyln,n
Sonth CLr
Tennessee

Virgini
West Vir
\Viseonsi
Distric
C['.nnnn
Mexico
West Inl
~;nalanc'

7
34
24

7
1

34
54

8
1

128
21
22

190
1

10
10

NUMBER

~vaning Schools, thuro woro 905

ThL~t th" colored nclul ts

SUP1)lied. by Mr. F. ::L Do G,·:lnfi,

to 5,891 yenrs, nn avarrgeof 5.95 yonrs in school for

in attendance at night schools.

thOInsolvos.Ddncntionnlly is indicatod

STATES WHER~ 924 NEGRO HE"ms OF
F ,'idE,IES ATTENDED SCHOOL

TABLE 7-----

attended by the group wore located:

Tho follo\'Jina t'lblu shows st~"tes wherein schools

hed ~ono to school in tho South.

schools ntt(:n~od, 593 or 64.1 por cAnt stoted th~t thoy

Of 924 hoods of frMilins aivina locations of the

Of:cb person.

;clabaIna
l~rl::['~nss.s

6 ~'lorida

Goorgin
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Knnse13
l:(m tuck;:,r
Louisiana
hiQrylrmcl
I,;nssachuse tts
I.achignn
Hi ss i ss ip11 i
lid ssouri
Minnesota



5,300
273 or 5.1 per cent

16.300
905 or 5.5 per cent

11,000
632 or 5.7 pOl' cen

All
Color cd

1,11
Colored

j,ll'
Colore<:1

October 27, 1926. T~JSD were distribute~ us follows:

TOtnl enrollment i~~inE-schools
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Numbor- in Evoni!!,," Elemonkry Scl:ools.

ing the night schools seem to be

Tho desiro of Negro adults for

Hr. DeGul,.~n points out tbo.t the colorol1_ people

Number in Evoning Hif~h Scr,ools

to take advantage of their oilllortunities fo

ing. Unlike many of tho irr~igrant groups

the colored people seem not only

education to pass naturalization

~ goo~ly nUMber of them enrolled in lite

themselves better for the duties of

extent to which they attend special

coursc-s 'concll"ctud by the Y. Ivi. C" A. [l

thnt thoro ~ro upwards

Cl)ntcr wLieh rns

cert~in sattlement houses, churches,

jJrivr:te nnil serr.i-privr.te social service' c.
~

thcspocinl ~lasscs of thoso institu

vlnrc, obtcinnd only

h"-
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,
The whole question cf race relatlon-

The prejudiced white persoll is

This i"lvestii:jation was
whi te Tna1e and wlli te fer.19.1e student ro
Univeraity of Mlohi€"an, a colore!! stllde
fr0ffi tne same institlltion and a colored
from Ohio State University. The c8~es

~10t chosen from a se'lected grol1p fll:rthcr
that a"l ~tteml't was rr,adc to -have

3. Intervlews with fifty color2d ann
o

_.;:;~,~~
pri.sone.rs, melle B"lQ fe:-,-,,,1e, at th
Correction - July 15 to 17, 1926.

2. Records at the Ho~se of

:NE"G':lO CRUTE

•~ inquiry into the volume, Dat~re and ca~ses of crime

These are presorv2d in a regular
system, Which were studied by two nair
students of Criminology of the Uni~ers'

Michigan. One pair made a general e
of the popUlation, July 15 to 17, 192
other pair 'llad&-.fL1'l,tuijy of recid17is
the ins~itution on J~ly. 23, 1926.

These records ara ke~t by the Po
partment on Ho11ereth Tabu]a~jng Car
Which the statistics for this invest'
were prepared.

1. The police r0cords of arrests and
(January 1 to June 30, 1926.)

aI:long t; egroes is of peculiar imports.'1ce ben.ause of thei.r

ships not only in actions, but ill feelings ~nd opinions is

general social status.

involved.

populations are concentrated, sucb prejudi0es axe intensifj.

progressively. Hence, it is of particular i~yort&n

to the Negro egregious: crim:nal tendencies and where Negr

every &ccessible fact concorni'1g 1egro crl~e be msd

i.n Detroit.

I. IHTROruCTIOH •

<'

II. SOURCES OF ThE STUDY.

l
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representat1ve of various types of offences.

4. Reoords at the Juvenile Cou~t.

10. Records at the Coron~rls Office.

8. Reoords of the Homicide Squad
31, 1925.

Prepared by the

. The figures for the boys were sununarized
by two students from the University of Michigan
and those of the girls by a yoar;g woman voluntoer
worker.

5. Case Studies of Colored Boy and Girl Delinquents
Taken from the Records at the Juvenile Court.

The investigation was made by a stu~cnt

from the Univ8:,si ty of Michigml 9nj T!\c%bers
of the Staff of this Survey. -

9. Reports of the Detective Burean, Janua
Juno 30, 1926, by a member of the

This stud~l was made by 8. fi~emb8r

Staff of this Survey.

The studies of tee bOJs were made by a
student from the University of Liiohigan .'3.nd
the girls by the same volnnteer v'orlwr.

7. Report on Probatio~.

6. Case Studies Tal:en fr':n; tlJe R('oords of the
Psyohiatric Clinic, Recorders Court.

ll.,~tistics of the Negro population
. stitntions, prepared by the stat

, abor and Indllstry.

12. Interviews by Members of the Staff \~

La'vyers, Pol ice Officers, Public Offie
So~ial Workers Bnd other Citize~s.

13. Popule.ti.on St'ltistios taken from th'
Ci t:J" Census.

15. C..::'~:\-:;F·r8.tiv;.e Statistics on Neg"ce Cri
Phi2.p.delphia (from a study of the N

14. Co~p2rBtive Stetistios of Previoas
Detroit (from en unpublished study b
Bureau of Govern!f,enta1 Reseereh 1921



III. VOLUME OF NEGRO CRIM!':.
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age

Per
cent-

Thus the C:rirr.e rf1,t

The adult popUlation

432 28.9
1061 71.0

Female

36 21.3
13-3 78.6

1<1!?le

Con
victions

Police statistics

206.8
22.9

676.6
202.3

Per
10,000
Adult

-.1:~

22.2
77.7,

42.7

Per- '
cent

age

57.2
538
721

2094
7338

Felonie8

The following statistics taken from the Police :i.ecords

ARRESTS AND COrrJICTIONS

l January 1st to June 30th,

(Police Re(Jords)

TABLE 1

unless otherwise desii2;l1ateil, the popUlation figv.re is

summarize Negro arrests and convicti.ons.

Pennsylvania in 1925 made in Pennsylvania
in 1925 for tbe Derartment of Wclfare of
the Commonwealth of Pen~sylvania. )

Note - Where com"psrisons are made With popUlation,

for the particular group concerned, e.g. adult male

population for colored male arrests, but the ratios

are not exact.

of seventeen and over.
<!i

case is ao~?ally somewhEt lower

eges of twenty ~Dd over.

compiled by the Board of Edvcation in 1925. ar

statistics ShO·N.

Arrests

Col.
White

Col.
Vf.1ite
~



TABLE 2

Con
victions

Felonies and lVIisdeme~~

Per
10,000
Adult

POTI,

22.1 1,248,6 3,178
77.8 370.2 12,358

SUMMARY OF ,UL C,fUIES

Tbese figllreS arc lar~e so fEr ~s Reg.
corned, but a'perspective concerning them r.',

from a consideration of the following st~ti

- 4 -
Misucmeanors

]'1'18,le

Percent- Percent- Per-
age of Per aGe of Per ceEt£.fe
arrests 10,000 convict. 10,000 of _~rrest

for Adult for AduH Con-
Arrests misdem. Pop. Convictions misdem. Pop. victe-----

Col. 2395 15.4 77f>-rB 1428 12.9 461.4
'lfn i te 13089 84.5 360,7 9632 87.0 265.5

Female----
Col. 2085 34.7 801.6 1282 45.5
White 3917 65.2 124.6 1532 54.4

Percent
age of
Ac-rests

___ An:,:, st s _

("'01. 7,112
'iihi te 25.065



(Study made by the Bureau of Governmental Research)
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Ratio Colcred
_-..:t.:::o Vlh i t e

843.00
98.44

600.9
294.7

1015.5
526.9

Convictions per
10,000 Pop.

Male

Female

Female

for

Male

(Present Survey Study)

2.59
1. 00

5.6
l.0

A~RESTS P~D CONVICTIONS

2.57
1.00

6.83
l.00

Januar 1st to June 30th

'I'.4 3I.."l3----
ARRESTS A~:D CONVICTIONS

From Table 3 it is obvious that

(a) The ratio
of Negro women has

for

'._-._. ----------

(b) While there seemed to be
arrests in 1926 than in 1913-1919, convi
have been more frequent-in the case
males and females.

1913 - 1919

1676,7
299.4

4008.0
1544.0

Arrests per Ratio Colored
10,000 Pop. to White

Col.
White

Col.
'llti t e

Gol. 1450,4
White 563.0

Col. 1008.4
'lid te 147. [)
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ARIDlSTS IN PT'l''l'SB\TClG - JA: nc',,',3Y 1 to .run;; :'\0, 19,~t., (l)
.__ . __._._-------_.-.. ------------.

2.15
1. 00

Ra+'io 'CoJ.o:red
to W.''1~te

211
645

NATTONALTTY

Male Ir,mates

861. 9**
216.0

970*
450

A:rrests per 10,000
'i'otal °21. rop_ **

A:rrests per 10,OCO
TotBl Col. Po~.*

(study mnde by }JiBS !,ow'llan)

The House of Correction population

Nale Inmates in House of

TABLE 5. (2)

July 15-17, 1926.

Present Survey Study.

Before discussing the apparently big118
for the Negro th9.n fo:r the Vfui te ;:lop'"1e.tion.
the House of Correction study will be int~o

the additional light they may throw on Negr

Population Statistics from

Colored
U.S. White

:'8tio11a11ty

Col.
Whi te

(I) Forrester B. Wssh i1'":gton. "A Race Emerging; The Negro in
Pennsylvania" (manuscri ptl p> 91.
*Population Statistics from 1920 Census.

ARRESTS IN DETROIT (Ja~lst +0 June 30tt, 19Z6)*

*

Col.
White

**

first offenders are incarcerated there, but

all White mal~ in~ates (2.97 to one) is ~e.

of all types of cffenders.

population of color~d male inmates of the H

~-'-'-"'" _.-......._---------
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colored male felony cOXivictions to white (4.77 to one l. (z)

It was not possible to use st9.tistics of 'vomen as female ·:'nma'ces

come from other places in the stste ·oban Detroit !Eld popu;ai;ioCl

figures are not available.

Discussion of Tables 1 - 5

Certain Faots, implicit in Table 1 are worthy of note.

(a) Per u..YJi t of popglation, the figllres for arrests

and convictions of 'J"sroes are Gonsiderably highEr than

and.5 killed oth8r colored women as

It has even been asserted oywhite.

White is higher in the case of £elo'1ies '~lile

is the practice of the police to

other important officials at the

killed their husbands, common law or otnerw'

(c) The arrest rate of colored vomen ir:;

colored women killi~g8 in tne

rate shows less disproportion between the race

the figures for arrests and cOYlviotions 'jf w1'i test

,',
for felonies than for misdemeanors as comDBred with th

(b) This disproportioCl is greater in the felony

regards convictions, the ~8gro being marc readily co~vi

for males than in the misdomeslHmt statistics, espe,Ji8.11y

violent acts were provoked by the harsh

spector of the Homicide Squad ssid that in

Nine of these women were exonerated by the

above cases dig a colored woman kill a ¥

WOffi2n by their husbsnds or tbatr men.

According to police ~ecords, 22 colored women

for murder from Januur;y to June
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Percent
of

Arrests
Can"
victed

Per
Percent-10,000
age of pop
ccnvict.ulation

14
12

10
8

Con
vio~

tions

J.J..BI,U

XEIPlf;;E8.
Per
10,000
Pcp
ulation

LARCENY (Male and Female)

40~2 142.2 65 22 0 3 11 0 4
5907 17.7 226 77.6 3.3

gTRGLARY.

36.3 68.1 76 57 0 5
63.6 10.1 56 42.4

ROBBERY ARMED (1.1ule)

24.0 930 7 54 49.0
75.1 24.1 56 50.9

ROBBERY - T1l{AImIJB.D

61.2 61.3 17
38.7 30 3 15

ASSAULTS (Utile

4-6.3 3t~" 2 18.
53.6 3.3 56

57.1
42.8

9.6
90.3

Percent
age of
81.7ests

76
57

Col. 810
White 1203

IV. 2'1JE_JiQ,T.:rrn~ CF C:JLC'.R!h!LQRJM:3

ThE: following statistics tllken from the p01:l.ce reGards
show the general nat'uxe of celoreo, cTiIile~

____ Arrests

Col. 290
White 875

Col. 190
Whi to 120

Col. 211
'!Ihi te 3'10

Csl.
White

Col.
White

Cel. 195
'Ifni te 226



Percent
OI

Arrests
Con-
vi.c~

34 0 6
6503

Ib.2
J1 0 7

(Inserted)

Per
Percent- 10.000
age of pop
cO:Dvict o 1.l1ation

75
220

320
619

205
919

298
f365

48
370

976
877

CoJ:1'~

vlc
tions

88
304

541
6064

91 0 4
15 o ?

48
17

?er
10.000
Pop
]J.Gtlon

104 0 8
96.7

424.8
37 .. 6

ASSAULT AND BATTERY (Male and Female)

DJS TUR3IlJG TEL ffiACE (Male and

DRUNK (Male and Fe~a le )_.

GAl\IING (Ms) n)

BEGG IllG AND \,AGRl.NCY (

ACCOSTING I.ND

Cml:,WN PROSTITUTE

24.7
75.2

17.9
82.0

8 e 4
91.6

SI1121E Li..£CEllY (11ale and Ferw.le)

25.0
74.1

11..7
08.2

48.2
51.7

Peroent-,
age of
arrests

18.9
8i.o

153
466

55
415

521
1064

125
536

270
1268

597
6547

452
1298

1105
1184

Cel ..
\'i'hite

Cc,l.
'Nhi te

Ax'rests---

Cel..
White

C:>l.
I\'hi te

C:>l.
White

C:>l.
''/hi te

Col.
.Thi te

Col.
.wi te



-
(I:lsert .:hl:

TABLE 6-----..............

I'fi?
Percent- 10.000 Con
age o:f J?~'P'1 viu

___-.:.A~r~r::.;e::::s::.t;;.;B:::. 8Tros.1!L. p::'lati0.E, tiO::,S

(Conttnuecl)

POl'
Parcent·· 1·'\ 7000
fl.::! e 0 f' p~p'.
.Q:'7l;ly5..0·c ... v..12.ti2J1

Percent
0:1:

A:>:resta
Oen:
vir-to:'!.

Col. 97
'tlhi te 259

CEll" 15
'lihi te 36

2..2 0 0
10.0

2.2
.6

23 0 2
76.7

15.8*'
84.1

13
43

8
85

72*
383

4.7
5.0

EMBEZZLEMENTiJFORGERY. UTTERI
& Pu",B""1.::.I"":;::;;,H=IN"-G=-,,,,{~,,,,.,la=:l.:::.·8;:;:.'--=:.B",l1,d=--=-F,;;:,€;,;;;ID,;;:,Bc=l"",O!!.

1900
80.9

R!i,E~

29.. 4 4.8 1
70.5 099 0

1ill!!G LAW (STATE i.J.NDJJill.~.&L (Male Be

27.2 17 09 24* 27 0 9* 4 0 2*
72.7 3.8 62 72.0 .0

PROliIBITION LAW {STATE Be

1200
87.9
only.

7.3
92.6

Hl
1128

27
341

225
* 1643
state Law

Col.
1fihi te

Col.
White

Oel.
','lhi te

I
I
I
I

I



v. T~~ COLORE~ CRI~INAL AND HIS BACKGROU~.

Per
10,000
popu

lation

16.9
7.8

Percent
r,ge. of
convict.
for all

Crimes---

540
972

117
304

U8B
8663

Per
10,000
popu-
lation Co~ctions

355.0
38.8

299.1
168.8

Since the colored group a

4.5
3.09

28.4
14.4

23.9
45.6

LARCENY, BURGLARY, RO~BERY (Male ar:d Female)

ASSAULTS! MURDER! :WlAN3LAUGH,],~R (l;1ale

D~UG! PROHIBITION LAWS. DIS~URBIl

pP'UWC, GAMING, BEGGING AND VNJRAH:

327
777

Percent
age of
arrests
for all

Arrests Crimes

The high crime rate among oolored

by the social characteristics of the

~nd education of the criminal.

education.

less literate than the white.

the only available comparative

Col. 2022
Whi te 3632

Co 1.
Whi te

SEXUAL CRIMES (Male and Female)
<'

Col. 101 14.1 17.7 13
\711 i te 1128 1.7 6.3 43

COl,iMOH PROSTITUTE, ACCOSTING

Col. 1230 46.8 472.9 1064
W11i te 1720 37.0 54.7 1181

001. 1704
;1hi te 11430
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7.6

2.6

13.1

Percentage

35

62

244

818

],la1e s

FeTales

2 c·.ro

3.8

11.3

The Poli~e official who ms

60

510

179

1570

At first glance the above

.P,T'TI~_~~~IS (Unable to 3.ead or Nri te )

Police Records - January 1 to June 30, 1926.

Arrests

Co 10red

Colored

'il11 i t e

'Rhi te

ED\J~ATION OF Ill! 'ATES OF HOUSE OF

July 15 - 1.1..,-1:..986 •
,~,

Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent
no schoo 1- undol' 3 3 years eight

1,jole ing years & over yea!:_s_

Co 1. 14 4.6 81.4 18.0

White 13.8 2.0 84.2 21. 9

FC1T\a1e._-
001. 2.7 4.0 93.3 22,9

;/hi te 15.8 0.7 83,5 23,7

rOcords is nrobably often li~ely to mar~

or illiterate without ta~ing the trouble

~180 be borne in mind that the figures for

"rule of thumb" •

not com~arab1e as between ~olored



to lives of crirr~c.
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their education in the South whero Q yenr of

is not the eqQiv1),lent of the same Deriod in northern

schoolS. The Dire~tor of the De~artment of S~ecial Education

that often colored children can attend school only three J~.oDths

out of the year. Furthermore infor~ntion concerning the sbhool

Y88rs ~Qst be obtained f~m the prisoner hi~self, and

way of checking up on his staten;ent.

The crimes of embezzle~ent, forgery, utteriD~ ~~a

ing are Dre-eminently ~asculine of 36b arrested persons

men. Yet the negro rates for thes n cffenses arc cu~parat

low. P02~ibly thero ia ~ dir0ct economic intcrryrctntion 0

fo.0t, bqt it is :'lrobably true that ~, ne;<ro is loss

forr.;s 'bf crime whicl1 requ.ir: SOIT,O :~ucSttion :,nd'in

colored '1\ale cri~inal has less education than the whi t

female prisoner is in a different case and cne

oomn~r"tively higher rnte of e~uc~tion-is that

li~ited oconomic opportunity negro

Another f:'.ctor which is known to

tendency uf : soci~l group is the presence

'.,cn. Unfort'un~_tely thoro '".re nc

r:tio of'oung D,en to older pOD\::.L.tions in

In the 13o.cra of Eouc :tion c':nSLIS

thcr~ i6 rLvc·le~.~ disproportienate

yc:r2 nd over,s Jocp~red with the white

i37,8~ to 31.3~ of the rC3pcctivo groups)

~u~s - grc~t~r pronortion

in the colored than in the ghite fTOUP



30.1

30.9

. 28.9

p,cr oent
30-39 yrs

July 15 -- I1J-12~~

63.0

51.1

AGE OF nlI:ATES Of' HOUSE Q]'

2.7

5.6

PEr 2Ent Per.cent
16-1J yrs. 20-29 yrsE~-}c

- 11 -
TABIE 8

.k. GE§.....:...l :t::r"~ STS

l~a Ie
Fe~.:<,.le

Nhi te f, Colored " Nhite jF'--;Tolored i

1!! --- 'e

17 - 19 1300 6.3 268 5.9 191 4.1 65 2.4

20 - 29 7268 35.5 [,203 49.0 3403 73.3 1899 72.3

30 - 39 6365 31.1 1377 30.6 812 17.3 599 22.8

40 - 49 3657 17.9 506 11.2 176 3.7 55

50 - 59 1431 7.0 109 2.4 49 1.0 5

60 - 69 358 1.7 24 .5 6 .1

70 9"1c1 468 2.3 2 .04 1 .02

over
9.:2I1VTC~§

17 - 19 426 93 22

6

20 -- 29 [,827 646 1156

jO - 39 3551 577 399

11C' -- 49 2532 249 53

50 - 59 1032 75 22

60 -- 69 255 18 2

70 9YJd 40 2 1

o~~er

" Color.d
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Anoth8r factor which is generally ccnsidered to con-

tribute to cri~inality is the ~revalence of single ~en and

'~or.-·.en . The followi ng table shows the r;-.ari tal cond i tion

of colored and white oriminals.

·Inoludes "single, separated, widowed, divoroed."

55.2

866

7154

1336

Percentage
_of
total

Conviotions Oonvictions

1,I91e

53.7 (total colored) 1027

63.4 (totDl ~hite)

63.2

80.4

;,/11i te

Colored

TA:BFt<; 9

SINGLE* HEN AIm -'IOMB1I A:lrlB3TED A:.1D OGINICTED

Polioe Records-January 1 to June ~O, 1926

SIIlGJ..E*

Colored

FeTnale

July 15 - 17. 1926

2412

White

Male

1658

3729

Percentage
of totel
Oolored

Arrests Arrests

Co lored

Wnl te

Colored

* Includes "sing1e,'separated, widowed, divoro~d".

':/hi te 12964
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In the case of ~olicc records of arrests and oon-

victions the statistics show a predo,dnance of colored husb:mds

end wives as compared with white crimin31s. :aut it h:1s to b'~

re'T,2mbered th~.t Do great mmlY negroes hel.ve left wives or husb~nds

It is "Iso the

The Ohief

Of 25 colored male prisoner

in the South 2nd hove rC2istered :J.S mClryied.

so many of the negroes arc reoent migr~nts.

A considerable floating colored po~ ~

the ties of home and family and community influence cannot

Offioer of the Recorders Court says that the perccnt~g0

on prob'3tion is smnller 211d prob2.tion is less suocessful b·,.

among the colored to the same degree as among the

in many C .ses the negro c"nnot offer the

gt:nc:r:J.l opinion th".t there is :1 grc'1t deal of COlTilllOn

among certain classes of the colered population and in any

contributes to the criminal group

to its numbers.

t~~'S0 sc~e twenty-five prisoners,

three came to visit e~d remained and ten came

HO'lse of Correotion, two were brought here

professed to have residod "in every large

A lieutenant of the Italian squad, b<Jsinx:

Northern city, five in two, three in thrPE

popUlation inoludes a large number of negr

Five ?2Ve "wanderlust" as their reasOn for

notiees received from other

probcbls that neg~ocs

crimin~ls who have been attracted to Detroi

';:hich h01Ee tie:s produce.
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no question that ~ 1~r0e element of this flo~iin~ ne~ro

pODuletion hBS been ~ttreoted to Detroit bec~use of its notion:l

'.

lliurd~rs committed by coloron ~"n

Homioide reports for 1925, in 63

POPU1,PT I ON

Total---
265,704

465,766

993,739

1,242,044

One of the m61adjust~EDts

Two colored ~olice officers say

1900

Year

1920

1910

1925

kclt of Ad,justment t.2 liorthern Urb)l1 Environment.

TAB:::.F. 10

tr: ced ~,rr,ong other c~,uses, to the ~,bnorm~,l incre'~se of the co]

popul'.tion durinl'; the l·C',st ft:lvi venrs'nd the f:,ilure of SOlltl:cr

repuL,tion -:ur.ong :;:;egroes :"s ~, cit:,' of industri'C.l 0p,?or1;t:mi ty,

Ne"roes to ad just themse Ive s to a Northern :Jrban envL'()h~,e~1

p~rtic'llrrly in its ~utomobile pl~nts.

The 11igh oolored crime rr,te in Detroit is ',lso

The following table gives the movement of negro

th0 nCWCO~0r to realize his rcl~tion3hip ~ith

2.uthori ties are muoh more ""asy-going" as

Horth.

due to the fact that this practice is

Jrgro is l~ss likely to eX0cct and

jc~roos when kept within their own race.

The bi2h rate of rregro arrests for

"interference" by the police in his ~rivat

I

I
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both "Ihi tes ~nd negroes in the 3Guth tbc.D Lnthe Horth.

con''litions for the nef!'ro are worst in what is !mo'vn as the St ..

arreats msde during the first six months of the yoar in tl,o '01':-

I.i vlnf!'

39.7

73.0

Pc-rCC'TIt
of total
l!'e lony
Arrests

954

1871

The follo'.vin" table S;lOViS the Qronortion of

(Prccinct8 1, 3 and 13)

88.9

60.7

The arrests in the

Percent
of total
Kisde.
Arrests* Felonies

To understand more fUlly the ne~ro oriminal, one

3252

8618

I<lisde
meanors

Antoine district.

Go 1.

'ilJite

The arrest r8,tc: for fC'lJnics might

more felonies than misdemeanors and the fi;;::n

cinats which include this ~istrict.

portionately hif!'h nu~ber of arrosts of

*Exclusive of arrests by the Detective l1reau a
lll.1iscc-llaneOlls Tl •

AflRE3TS J:Cl)O 1'1'1'0 il,I'T)T"T CJT

TABLE 11----

te omitted beoause it works 8.11 over town, mak

Qut of 76 colured murder arrests.

people is also ab~ormally high,

fact then th2 statistics show because th0 Dota

accosting 'l:.'ld soliciting, 'J.ating ~.8 aomIT.on

oistriat, but in these threa nrccincts

vice-infested.

. consider him in relation to his environment in Detroit.

orderly persons dnr~ng the six months

2506 for w;1ite women ~,i1d 1496 for colo'rcd.

L





))/ce Are



Vice .Area JV;erim;osed

Jlo/ro .l(eside/lhaL fire



drunkenness, 3121 were made in thesa TJrccincts.

Of 5846 arrGs~s of white rr.alGs for

Squ:,d (

killings, 64, ,md of 80 white, 61 occurred

c)-;e: mom2nt. Ncgro robbers or hold-up ,,-.cn

only 8% of these killings as comD~red with

Overcrowding, with the resulting

frequently makes members of both

the presence ~n the po~ulation of

responsible for the large ntm.bers of scxu<J.l

Although in this table the arrests per uni

nar:',erous than for 'wlli te r;,en, un 1y one negro'

victed or. the charge of rape and De-puty Sher"

contrary to guDcral aS8umjJtioD, the Dumber

offence ie s~nll.

Enforcement is stricter.

- 16 ..:

As t~is re~ion i8 thc hc~rt of the crowded business

district, the larceny arrests 1U'E' ;:lore nUl;',ero".s and "probably law

white, 30 werc made in this locality, ~hile of 73 colored ar~(sts,

42 -'lcre made in these precincts. In both :lases naF,erous

made by the Detective Buru8U are omitted.

Overcrowding in this district induces more

of violence. Many such crimes are hasty eXjJlosions due

which may even have their oriq;in in vood-natured jol,:ir.g.

Jacoby has noted that the Ne~ro is more primitive in his

than the White man. Instead of hdving

,-nd unf'miliar litif1'r.tion the r;egro mign.nt

'.nd often violently to redress ~n injury.
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Eoono!Y.ic S t :,t us._._-------
The: g0ne:ro.l cconor.J.c st~tus ()f the g;ro·-t rr,~,jorit~7 of

Negro population is an irr.TJortunt fuctor in rcncourg,f'in'1 crirr.e.

TJ0 following table shows the occupations of those arrcst2d for

all crimes.

OCCUPATIONS

police Records-January 1 to June 30, 1926.

lirrssts

Mal e
'([ni te-ColOI'cd

Professional 184 35

]\;erClant i le 2895 116

Executives 157 46
<.

SUlled Labor 3641 296

Unskilled Labor 9926 3086

Office Employees 51 2

Domestic Service 974 273

';ovt. & Pub] ic Service 429 45

'J" lawful Occupations 262 87

"!'.,'Ii- S~·: llan00 us 1908 500

There are no accurate statistics of

the colored and white industrial population no

cGrrelatiun be made between crime and oc~upa

tutJJt,'.'tever the classific8tion vf the negro.

to uncmploy"£nt, bCCl~use there is a limited

Henc," it w;Juld

(Tsbles 6 and 7) irr the economic crimes o~
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round the bUildin~and finally

uT> c. r5ck. 821d struck. ,mc of tb

..L _ ,~.:" "

robbery. Negro women have still less ocau~ation for e~~lov~ent

and ;,liss Hutzel, Head of trIP 'NO;r.rT,'S Divisicm of the :201ice De""Jar

,ent says that in this situation is the root of tee ~rcv~lencc of

-prosti tution among colored girls (,['able 7). T.iis situation

be aggravated by the large proportion of colored adult males

females. There is so~e fear amon€ coloTed peo~le. expressed

an i~,portant law-enforcln" vfficial 9J1d e c01or,"d "'.inlster th,.

re2ion will be ~llowed to become cn

"de~re2~tcd distriot",

The ;kEro -.g2...lho_1'.QW.

4 Statistics 0f negro ~rrcsts

~bB01utely reli~ble ~nd tbe rcl~ti~ng

-police and oourt· s:lrstem eave to be eX·Jressed

which fj;ay not be aapabl€ of SCi2rltj fie

JUdge of the Recorders Court says that

arrested than white and their homes more 0

warrants. A -prominent cO'lrt official say

arri·~~:·ents tho ne~ro is likely to g0t a ~.

thbn .). VJhi tr: rf~n ~Nould rcc':;i 1TC for ttL. sc,rn

followin~ incident:

"A Negro workin;:

into a dis~ute ~ith a ~hite fel

r8.i8ing the ilcist Li?,h eY}vl,b for

F-Jur 'v~1i te laborers Cfl1J..Sed ti:1P
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DISPOSITIors OF JUDJES OF TEE

A JUdge vf the

ConversQtions of the writer with officers of

The following table shows

is u. bad man.

Felvnies

(Pulic0 Records Januo,ry 1 to

The court officials alread, mentioned feel that

TABI,E 12-----

the negro is more ree,d i ly c ewrioted I'Jhen once arI ai ~ed on

ground that the existing leg21 authorities aS3ume that the

the It,li:::n Squ8,d ,end wi th other -polic0m0n shuVl th'J,t they

on the principle th~t the Negro is essenti~117 vicious 2nd ~re

m210s on the chnrgc of m~recr unly 12 wer0 c.,nvicted ~s c,,~p~r

thus more roody to 8rr0st him.

with 14 out of 54 ~hites.

thn.t judges "nd juri0s ,ro uncJnsciJusly 1)rojuniced D.g

col,jred ~itnesses with the result that their testimonJl is

Ncgr,os ",re: usually trie!! by 'Nhite juries :lIld ,,;en:'r~.lly

credited in adv~nce.

by jUdges of the Rec~rders Cuurt:

Fine
or Sen-

Jud-:;e:s No. C:J,ac S Sentence tenc0---
~< i d ':'l1 (Cu 1. 116 5 36

f'llli te 272 13 51

Jc ffric s (C,) 1- 129 7 25
(Nhite 455 71 64

l..~t'rphy (C'J 1- 85 8 21
(:fl, i te 261 49 56

V"n Z i 10 (a:> 1. H'~ 16 45
(i/lite 443 84 58



DIS.20SIT IONS or JUDGES UF TH1'j RECO::1DEaS COURT

(Pulice Records January] to June 30, 1926)

TABLE_l~~2~~~)

'pL3POSITIO::3 ~JUJX:K:3 OF TH~ ,,'~~O::lDT<;RS COlI'!T

(Police Records January 1 to Jane 30, 1926)

7334422
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TABLE 13

Felonies

Felonies

368

Sus- Per-
l'ine pend. Total centage

or i:ien- Pro- Sen- Cun- uf Oen-
No. Cases ~entence tenc.§. baticm tence victed victLns--_.- -- -----

tlett (Co 1. 59 15 16 10 3 42 71.18
("/hi te211 59 30 29 4 122 57.81

ein (Co 1. 131 14 50 4 0 68 51,30
(:,'rhi te 328 44 71 38 1 154 46.95

Sus'"
Fine pend. Tutal

,Jr 88n- Pro- ",en ... Cun-
s lJ 0 • Cases Sentence tence bativn t"nce victe----- -- ---
an (Cu I. 67 0 40 5 0

(Nhite120 130 32 8 1

11man (Co 1- 113 4 31 8 0
(White267 .25 16 19 3

tter (ao-L 48 1 12 3
(~fhi te 141 4 27 21
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TABI.E 14

DISPOSITIONS BY JUDGES OF THE REGO]DERS GOLST---
(Police Records January 1 to June 30, 1926.)

FETES .~nD 3:clJTE:ICES (Police Records Jany 1 to

18.4 Mas
12.8 J,los.

32.2 M6s.

43.5 Mos.

MAI,E

Av. Sent.

92.4-123.1 da.

94..6-176.7 da.

WEl.i~~,LE

47.5-47.5 da.
77.5-80.5 da.

TABI.E 15

Felunies---
Fined or Sentenced

66.66
55.66

The! following table sbows tho compl?,risun f t

Av. Fine

"lhit" 91.65

Colored $80.89

imposed on wbite and colored conyicted:

Colorod
;,rr.i te

liIISDF.~~
%of

Fine Sus- T,:tql
or pend. Ta- Con-

Sent- Fine 3ent- Pro- Sent- Peace tal Vi3-

Jud'(es No. Cases ence Only cnce bation ene€:' Boar:'! Con. ti, ns--- ---- ---_.__ .-

Keldan (Col. 562 356 71 31 50 508 90,3
('Nhito 2266 1214 164 254 371 2003 88,;39

Joffrics(Col. 412 240 11 5 18 274 66,5
(Nhite 1942 '1097 1 23 38 155 1313 67.61

Van Zile (Col. 723 326 79 18 124 547 75.65

(White 2356 881 176 119 733 1909 81.02

Sk.i 11- ( Col. 297 151 25 15 70 261 87

man (,ihi to 10'7 " 386 56 60 381 883 81. 9

cutter ( Col. 283 125 1 46 13 ,11 l(J6
('db i t e 1562 660 2 154 213 216 1245

stein (Co 1. 592 392 11 5 68 476
(lihi t8 2481 1188 18 41 831 2078
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Misdemeanors--------

50.4 da.
42.5 da.

39.4
45.0

Average

Sentence wi thout
Fine

30.0 r1a.
24.2 da.

20.0 da ..
37.5 {Ia.

F'GVALE----
27.50
50.00

I,IALE

;)65.00
68071

Av. Min. Av. Max.------ ----

16.6 da.
14.8 da.

27.9 ds..
2809 da.

The officer in question ca ,'
Avenue arld found a Neg:~o co uple si tti
oar whioh was parked at the ourb. I
front of their house. This gentlema
his key and they were si tting - out i
waiting. The affficer spoke ron"h
He pnlled ant his revolver ~n~ mad
out of the o~r! but 'ins finally
that they h::ld ~. rif'ht to be the '-

Mr. has a law suit penflJ.ng a", _
a cortain police officer for ~50,OOO d~mages
a result of th!'.t offioer's ,,-ction ' n"
of Deoember 8, 1923.

Right after this Mr.
his garage after nutting his oar a~

a ffioer ca'lle up to him and said "stio
hands, I'll show you Negroes fro:n '
Who~s boss in thiiJ nei.ghborhood
they have separate oars for you
them soon for yo u here in Detroit"
told him that he lived in the neig
was a peaceful Poentleman-; but the off'
and jostled him and threatcmed hi

The officer is now out on a
ponding suit on a ~rit of oapias

(This testimony

Cas C 0 f Mr. " B1 an k"! a J?rami n",o""n-"t--oo..c..::,-,-,-

29.15
30.80

Fined or Sentenced Fined and Sentenced

Av. Fine ~ Sent.

Co 1. $-;I. 5 • 08
'ilhite 14.13

VI. TREATlIEllT OF NEGROES BY THE POLTCE

VI Col.
'l/hi te



The oase of Mr. 30bert E. who was insulted by
po 1iceman on the night of July 3, 1924 in fro nt of his home on
High street.

- 23 •.

CASE 2.

s[-.1d:Mr.

Mr. was born in Ohio and is 51 years old.
He is a local representative for a drug and toilet product
firm, condiments and food flavorings. He canvasses from
house to house and has a sub-agent under him. He owns
8. 40 !lore truck f:um and t,,!O lots in Ferndale.

"On the ni ght of July 3, 1924, I anil Mr. X., one
my roomers, went out to i'!ct sorr,e· night-crC'.wlers to
fishing with the next day. ne were co~ing back and
we had a bucket with the night-crawlers in it •. Two
officers came out of the house of prostitution that
used to be acroSS the way before the city cleaned th
out a few weeks ago. One of the officers was as dru
as he could be. He hollered across th~ street: '. ~
you, nigger. where the hell are yOll Foing?' I wo"d

n who they were hollering at. He came across th st
and hollered: 'You , ';;hat
that bucket. 1 I saidI hQd night-crawlers :J.

going fishing. I started to So into my houso
s,,:id, 'You stop, you ;?od damned ni;>,;;;er, (l.on't
Winy from me'. An~ he' -pullen out his ~un "
it 'lt me. You don't know ',vh:tt 'nent th:rou~
I r1ccl'lre if 1: har1 h2.c~ '1. we :'opon in T".y h"nr~s
us wouV hove gone to Juc'gment th'J.t nLsht.
th~t ~Qil because he w~s t· IkinG like t
h'J.nn't none '">.nything an? "-iho h~'.s clw,..
a decent oitizen. I said I was goin
name and number. So he pulled off h
it right before me Md said: IT

No. - IT They went off andIWen
down. I was going to report hi~ but
from fishing next day m;r I':ife to Id 1M?

ani! so di~ my frien~s so I iliiln't do •
it. I have been through that once bu
again. I would rather go to JUdgment

Mr. says he used
night after night frequenting the hou
across the way. Sometimes they would
th~t OD2 of them would go out and resi
the police phone box and then go bac

(Testimony
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CA3E 3.

Case of :Jolored rr,an known as "Brother" ':,110 was beClten up
on Napoleon Street near Rivard, late in June, 192G.

Mr. nyu 'Nho runs 9.. restaurant on :l:J:.:>oleon Strc<:.t
~~s the first to mention this aff~ir.

He said, "Some time ~fter six o'clo
home from work. Uy little boy w~a thro~.

th: v'indow of the store kept by ~n Itcli<
Gorner. I told him to go horr,e and he ',vou
attention to me, so I just pulled off this
and licked him around the legs. Then the
on me. One of th~m oa~e up behind ffie and
side of the jaw. I don't knovi What haTlpene
to'J.t for ",while. They took IT,e to the

Eddie is :l. ;wod n'Ctured, not
colored boy t~enty-si~ ye:rs of ~=c. Hr
five children. He v'orks for a contraot
three years ago from Tenne:ssec. Ee sec
lackadaisical sort with no ~rudge !J.~2i

anxious to avoid an:; further trouble.

CASE 4.

(T,.stimony t.L!:cn Aug. 1926)

He s2,id, "A fcllmv '!UJ.S 2re2ting J. rumpu3 in the
next house at 1041 Napoleon street. It started between
a few m<::n and then a woman came out and she kept follJwi.no::
this ffi!J.n - calling him names. T'No officers OClme up 'J.nd
they didn't know whnt he: had done. They be;;nn bcc.ting
him with n bl<:l.Ckjack before they kn0W wh'Jt h,-' did.' Tl1,o,Y
hcndcuffed him 'J.nd be:clt him some more -::'l1d h,:"u1e:d hirr, up
the steps ",nd !;JJo3kcd hip.; dO','m v,:ith th,: hl'Jk,j,'"c!L While
he had the handcuffs on. They kno:Jked him down on the
steps and his head hit the stone steps. They kept on
beating him. They had to haul him into the house to
see what he had done. They called the patrol Wa~on

2nd tool~ the woman end took him in D, scout car.

"My sister, she: c~rr.c out :1no ,:,-ske
doing :1n8 they took her to the st~tion, to
her there 211 night. Down 'l,t the station
w~a ~runk. Th0j hit ffie With " piece
Thls w~s Friddy ni~ht. About SQturf~

took Ee to the Receiving Rospite1. The
thJre s'lifl rr.i jD,W vns fr~.ctureil. The 'co
one of my teeth out and I h9.d thought my <

The; handcuffed me to the bed Ql1 the tim

,',

C~SC: of Eddie • who w~s

on the r, vrcning of Apri 1 30 t 1926.~__. ,,==

l
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hospital, but outside of thJ.t the'! tr0'ted me ".11 right.
I was in the hospital t~irtv d~vs. Tnen I W8S in the
jail for twelve days, U,st8~rS ~n the ~olice building.
No, I was not in conrt 'lt DXly time. After twelve d"ys
uDst,tirs they hauled me do"'n '~nd let me go."

(Testimony tZl.keil ],ugust 12, 1926)

C,\SE 5

Case of D£',vid who W:,:S ahot by <J. policem".n
1926 [l.t the home of Mr. X. on E~.~ontc:,.lm street.

Mr. x. said:

"Dl.vid Ii ved \'Ii th ., wom'.n who!", he c ,'.lled
his wife at my house durtng last 1,1arch. They moved
away. Sometime after the ~05an c~me b~ck. On the
night of July 22 D'J.vid c}c.rr.e to the house ::.nd tried to
persullde his v'ife to OO1"'.e bc-.ok to hirr.. Sh·" c~me to
me ~nd said she w~s scar0d of David J.nd th~t he h-d
~, gun.

6 "I t':.lkcd '}.'ith D:lvicl. He s::,ir. he r,ifln:tt b,"r:.'i;
gun and he didn't mean any harm. He was very gu
d i dn' t make any d ist1'lrbance. They went u stairs
Later David CBme down and asked to use m hone.
wanted to call a tnxi beccuse his wife 'liDS n
hirr.. I ssid my '')hone ·;Ic·.sn't in USE so he
to telenhone.

"Then his '.':ife offered .'. r:.:·,n 50y! to c:,
He told her if she ~"nt0d the 'Lew' shn ~ould h,
c~ll them herself. She ~_nt over to the corne
~.Yld t01e'Phoned. The 'L"w' C".1',·.o u,. T;1cr·~
seyer".l of them. One h".d a sawed-off shot
woman said David had gone b~t would come bac
I Law' went away.

"The boy came bac II. and went U-,:Jstai
a2~in. They all told him the 'Law'
The wom:tn claimed sh~ had not c~llGd
C0~C downstairs G.~~in. I ~skcd hi~ if h
.,nd he srid no, rm(l rr·.isc.o up his COf,t :O~
he hadn't •. I told'him if he saw the 'L
to the'!!. and tell them a.ll about it an wh
it was a misto.ke, they would let him g
off ~nd the woman kopt him on the step
sat inside. I S:t'N the 'I,a.w' CO'll!:: up
up'. Bwg. B,.ng. H0 ran into the ho
officers after hi'll shooting at hi'1\.
across the dining-room when they got 11'
s,10c:lder and' he vmirled aro und DXld fel
bv the sink. On0 of therr. - th0 chunky one
t~ll fellow - stood ri;;'ht over hirr, O11d S



He, '[J'18

The
thc1t
officers
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"David was a good rr.'1n so fc r ':1.8 I knO'N.
quiet snd kind all the time he lived with mo.
officers say the WOffiBn c~lled the~ up lnd s~id
" men W~8 going to kill her. Ne need ~ll the

we hrvc got. Ne need protcction, but '7e ne':d
'"1,10 '!\'ill unncrst'.\!1i1. An officer Y:ho flie

l 'Nb".t t~1""
one rlin cou10fl 't l1~'.\"'c .-=:, olenn l1e:'-',rto I h"""":' s'c:cn
t,hin~s go on in this neighborhood that the ou~ht
to stop, but they don't, but they do a thi 0 ill.
this. One of the bullets broke a dish in my ch'
closet. If my little boy hail been sittin~ wher
he usually does they IT.ight have hit hi,

"My wife says whcn I was down at .police Hcadquarters
the officers camc back and claimed they found a ~un.
Tbcy showed it to n'.y wife, but didn't say where they

found it.

Mr. Julian Perry sunnlic H so~o furt,
this case, which he obtuine!\ from the bo
is at the nrescnt tirr,e in the Receiving
to a cot, fror:', the people with 'Nho;:; the
living ilni\ fro~; Mr. X.

Mr. Perry 3~y3 t~at Dnvin~s '~ifc ~
to buy ~ new set of furnitur2 an~ ~ftor
left him. After a week he four-d out tha
at the home of Mr. X. again. 1:r. Perry'
shootin~ was obtained f~om Mr. X. and t~l 1

f'J.cts Which lllr. X. g'lve the i.ntervI.ewe!', bu
further s:J.i.d thr.t the officers alaiF., t
b~n behind ~ trunk in th0 rc~r bedro
nCi,TC r en tc re d ..

Th~ officers claim th~t tho wo~ ..
s~ia ~ '~~n w··.s thrc~,tening her with 0, g
al -i",ed th't ":'hOD they snQt Dn,'id he w:
t~1C bcdroo':,.')nd he·.d '. gUIl in his lr.nd.
the house s~y this p~riicul'lr uffice
n~-cra-~c in the hOUSe? ~t ~ll; M

stomach four times, I think. I went up to him Bnd
hit him on the shoulder, I said, 'Don't you kill
him in here _ he hasn't done no wr ong." The 0 iiicers
claim the boy reached for his hip. -I can't say be
CBuse I couldn't sec him on the steps, but I don't
think so. He didn't have any gun. They searched
him before they took him off Dnd couldn't find any.

"They must h~vc shot. at hirr, even be'!. ·re he begO-n
to run becall.S e the bullet hole is sc;uare in the middle
of the front door. If the door had been opened the
bullet would have come right in.
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get a writ of habeas corpus for the boy but was denied by the
court on the grou:1iis t:18.t the boy was too 'Neak to 2-p~eu.r in
court.

(This ~estimony taken Au~ust 10, 1926)

Ne~roes Killed by the Police.

The homicide reports shoW th~t during

from Juny I, 1925 to June 30, 1926, 25 Ne~roes,

~ith 24 whites were killed by the police. The

are cose stu~ies of s~mrles of th~se killin~s, b~!innln~

'-ith June 3D, 1926 ~nd working b~ck throu2h 1925.

w;mes were se lected ~·.ccordin" to d··.te.

c~scs 'Nhosc f~ffiilics conld be loo~tcrl

~ethod followed is to submit for each case

of the Survey Staff (2) the verbatim

Negro Newspaper R(1)orts and Corr,rr,ent.

1.

Henry Hable

Surve;y Find ings

Henry Noble was born in Fort Val ¥"

When he was around fifteen ;,',·.ars old h'
Stoub"nville, Ohio, where the childrc

. B(,c~.use of the hL;;h w:J.~,ca 'NillCh v''

Detroit, Honry ~nd his'brother corrc her
of '1.ccuffiul:Jting 3uffici~nt money to pm:
'1. horr,e. 'Nhen tbcy first arrived he 'lI1d
i.n the same horne, but in october, 1925,
L~fo,Y2tte Avenue, bec~,usc of his continu8.
"'i th petty theft chc.rges. Here his lc.n
him on the first of Decr·mber thc..t he wo
v2c~te his room. !fui1e ther~ he did no
spent 2 gre~t de~l of his ti~e in pool r
grrbling joints.

He wcoS "bso lute lyi IIi ter ".te
read and write his letters.

He was "',arried, but separs,ted
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At the time of his death Henry did not own any
property nor did he have a bank account. He was in-
sured, however, in the fuetropolitan and lJational Benefit.
These polioies provi.ded enouSih money for his burial and
left a surplus for the family.

The polioe Repo!t:

"About 3:25 A.M., MGrch 31, 1926, Henry Noble, Frank
Foster and Jaok Griskell were breaking into the Congress
Ph"rmacy Qt 901 E. Congress strcot, Fr'lnk Foster ccnd
J'1ck Griskell were Cl,r':ested by P''.1,trolmen N. Burtuhl :,nd
H, Bartlett. Henry Noble w~s inside the Drug store,
~nd '!'hen he sc,w the offioers he ro,n out of the side
door. Tho officers oon',m~,ndc;[1 him to stop, hut he kept
running, so tho] firr;d sever,:,l shots, v!hich struc\: him
in the he'.il ~'nrl chest. He W::.S te'.ken to rLCciving
Hospit'Cl in sub-consJious confition in #1 Auto 'Iiher
,Heil shortl:1 ~ftor ·,'rriv,l. P~trolml)n Burlwhl 'nc',
B"rtlett were exoner",ter' by Assisst~nt Prosecutor Os '
K~uf;y~::~n. Inquest -penr1ing~n

The Dotroit Inf0penilont: (Negro

"Henry Noble, 22 yo~rs aIR, who rosie' -,t 9
L'fJyettc we.. s Sl10t ~nr' I:ille" by P~trollY'J. rl:u.
t;,o Ccntr 1 st~tion. The i:illin,::: took P . ,oe ~t
congress pharn',ecy, 901 E. CC'ngress street, whe
men Burkuhl :>nd H:,rry B;,.. rtlett went in respons
01arm that the store w~s being robbed. 0
the scene th~ officers nre sala to hove f
nrrested two colorod l~ekouts stationed eut
bllililing. After h'lndcuffing the two men t
'lutolY.obile ','lhoo1s, they returned to t '1'" s
it is reported thoy S:-,1:' ::, t:liril ;y,:m on t
1]:lsi1y eng"Q;o<1 in p1un{lcring the pl'oe.
firoil -.t tile rr,c,n thrOllgh tl1L winc:ow, .,
c~lling to hi:T to h~lt, sn~ ~s tho l~t
the door, Patrolman Barl:ubl fired fou
body., Noble died before he reacbed tbe
Hospital. Offioer Burkuhl bas the reput
being one of the orack shooters of tho oc
delJart"'-,cnt, having to his reoord the • ~
othor alleged bandits.

2.

Bertram Johnson

BLrtram Johnson W8S born in 0;1["
O~rolin[\, in. 1891. When he w~,s ten Yc 2,TS

Johnson fo,;,i 1:1 l'ligrz.tefi to ~lew. Yore:' Cit·
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He carr,e to Detroit about eleven years IJ.q;O and
WaS married six months ufter his arrival. Since
coming to Detroit tbe family bus residee at 4179
Beaubien Street for the lost seven years.

Johnson had worked steadily sinoe his nrrivel
in Detroit. For the lust four years he had been
oper~ting a teilor shop at 4181 Bonubicn. He
\'Jorked with the D. & C. Nrrvig"tion Com;:nn~' for five
yv,.rslnd for thre:::: ye~.rs ':13 - o<:ptain of w:.i ters .t
the Ch~rlevoix Hotel.

His chief recre~tion outside of home w~s ruce
horses. The gronter p~.rt of his sp~re tim: ~~s

8-pont C'.ttonding the r cc· tr:cks, He ',Vc'.8 not
e8~eci\11y interostod in nny other sport.

Johnson wn.s ~.n int011igrnt mo..n. He took :ld
'.'"ct·- go of the oduc "tiun"l o,rportnni ties offcr0d .
Hell York "l.nd corr.~)loteo three yenrs uf ldgh 8CllU(1
"yor k. t~:(1rc.

His oducntion~l trC'ini~g'n~blcd him ~-
in rr,uch of the Ne;c:ro communi -\;y life of Detro H
was a member of the Catholic Church and was aS8o~_a

~ith a number of fraternal or~anizations. among wlli
were tl,e EIlts und Loose. Juhnsun was C', voter
interested in political issues.

The Police Revort

"Bert Johnson, colored, ~ge 25, 41
nbuut 6:15 P.M. FebrUary 17, 1926. B
Ilhile resisting "rrest for "'7iL;l::\ting the pro
"-l10 Cltterr.pting to o.ttrtck Pc,tr.)lmnn C~'TIKlius

He,ruld McNinch, ~nd Puul Perdew with ~ In
Dis blind pig ~t 3725 st. AntJine Stroet.
shJt in the nec~" by P".trvllr.~n Everdyk
was taken to Receiving Hospital in #1
sDortly after arrival. February 23,
Everdyke exonerated by coroner's jury
CJronor Albert L. French."

'rhe Owl: (Nc gro Nows'P'J.per)

"Bo rt'rarr, Johns on was rr,urd '" red \~
Patrolmen Everdyke and Perdew to res'Pec
of ano-~~Je.!' Neg:ro. Roland Hiok.,. Tl,eGe
imT 8dLnG Mr. Hick's pluce of business wit
'''I~rrant, :lild wi thout ~,ny other rL:;ht unde
to proceed. Johnson de~anded that thoy
wrought U'P these policemen who ',verc actj.n
under the O'ld ada2c of the South, that tlle
had no rights that needed to be :respectcd-
be~an to assault Bertram Johnson and when

~ ,
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Patrolman Everdyke-' shot. l't '1im."

"Investi~ation discloses that on the first shot
JohnSO::1 stop~6sd deaa still Wi. tIl hi.cl hW10S j.:;VJJl r~':.:ld
his head (:'Yl~Qt t loo~:.iYlr! at t:he -policem2n t 8.t ':.'hieD
time. Pa.t~'Qlm=_Pcrd(;7/-;:(l'ebbcd Johnson from th(,
bac~t held him, while E~ordyk0t taking ~im, shot
Johnson through tht Dealt· rnurdtOring him ino-old
blood." - .-'

3.

Gertl'ude Russian

Survey Findings:

Gertru!\e Russian W'lS born in Arkanso.S in 1892 .•
Bocause of thc poor educ~tionnl opportunities offered.
sho vns Ul1Qblo to go ::my further the·n t1Jc thiril

She spent her childhood and practically he
womanhood in Arl:al1sas. It w~s not until the f
1924 that she o.nd her husb'3.!ld rdgrated to Detro'
Nhile in Detroit she wnS not engaged inBny war
outside of the home.

Mrs. Russic1.Il hnd not t'J.kcn much pc,rt
comrmnity life of Detroit. She \'I,lS not
wi th flny of thE: frc.tern".l org"niz':1.tions 0

nor wos she n member of Q church here. bu
policies in several insurcncc comp0.nie

The police Renort:

"Gertruile Russi8.n (color0d) J:',ge 31 yc
Beaubien Street. About 11:40 P.M. Nevem
Patrolmren Joscph McManus. James Dooley 8.nd
while waIting in ~lain clothes und when in
2494 Beaubien Street P'J.trolman Joseph ,\!cl,lan
accosted by Gertrude Russian (colored). T
man placed her under arrest for a~costins
street. They ~laced her in a Ford po .
by s.nil Patrolman 1I1cl';i:::.nus sat 8.10ng8ide e
pO.trolm'Jn Jec."'-,,-,s Dooley :.nd Johr:. Nee' were D.

of ~ disturb,nce ~crOS8 the street. Gert
drew o. l:nife 'Jnd at'.bbed Petrolman IvIcM::lnu.s
domenlnd right side of b[\ck. Patrolman
his gun :::nd shot ~crtrude RussiQD in t
h.2r iBste.ntly. P~.trolmo.n McliIanus VI:!

ceiving H08pit~1. Inquest poniliag."

The Detroit Indepen~: (Negro Ne'~sp,pe

"Gertrude Russian 7/lJ.S shot anil kill
giVing Eve, November 25. 1925 at the corne
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and winder. She ViceS 2rrsstcc1 for soli3itii1f; Dnd
thrown into scout cur No. 3S0-0l5 by three p61ice~en.
There w~s n distul'"b,::,nce c. fC'N ~T'J.rds a·~Vo.:l cn Bcci,ubj_cn
Street ~nd two of the of~ic2rs who rr,2d" the 'lrrest
were c"lled aw£,y fron', the ca,r. The officer re-
ffi~ining got into a heated dispute with his ~rrcstcd
victir:i 3no W8,S seen in the act of strikhlg her '\lith
his blackjack.

"The woman made desperate by the blows Dulled out
her knife and bosan slashing the officer across the
stomach; the officer fired. the bl111et I~akini" a gun-
shot wound in the leg. As the two officers',;ho ''''ere
called away 8ppro 1whed the our, thc' wounded office
in ch'.lrfe of the "}0!T<an yell'311 to them, "She cut me
'He shot rr,e I, the \'}C~E!ln [~ns·Nered.

"The other two offioers then jurr,pen into the ca
!lTIcl drove aw[t~', but when only a few yards, two othe
shots were henrd fired into the hGoyof the
nnn she died instnntly."

5.

Mf.lrCUS LaW~lGrn

Survey Fiw1ings

Marcus LE'.whorn 'liD,S reco,miz8d by nel'~!1

outstanding ChClro.cter in N:<ru UWlerworl
that he was both a USEr an~ ~ p8~-lcr of

Because of the absence uf relativ'
very :nuch lmown about hi.s early life.
ever, that he had only a mearrre a~uunt

He was not Im"fully rr,arried, bu
kept seve:rcel women in his '3.TIert:::;cnt.

Lawhorn WD.3 1l0t '1 me:c.ber of " ch
associated with ~tny of the Jonstrnctiv
city. He was buri.ed b~ the Welfar

Police Report

"~ardus Lawhorn, alia,s G80rge Wil
alias Markus De Horn, Clolored, 45 ;'if'~H
about 12~50 P.M. Janl1nry 20, 1926, Patro
Le,;\;ol1rneQn, noy ilol.lyson ,E,nd' Cl~lrence ,'1

13th P,recinct, went to '550 'Natsan st
warrant for assault a.1d bat1;ery on
,Patrolman '!Letournean wes se'arching
','I. Smi thwnen he found Mer()us La"l}lo,
De Horn" 8.Has George' 'Ilill io.ms, »J i<:>.
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on t:1. bed in the house s;n()l~ingm opium pipe. Mcrcus
Lawhorn, alias De Horn, offered Patrolman Letonrnean
some n,one:l if he would n;)t arrest hiP.'. on a dope charge
The officer upset the money, Marcus Lawhorn then ran
out of the house. P"trolman Rc'y R'Jllyson ch",lsad
hirr, and oommanded La'!Jhorn to stop. He r8fused
and when in the rear of 534 Erskine street, LT~hu

reached for his hip pocket and Patrolm~n Rollys0n
drew his '8UD and snot. striking La"}[lC'rn in the left
side of the back, killing him instantly. Junuary26.
1926. P2trolm~n Roy Roll;"son ".'8S exoner,',tedby
coroner's jury in onarge of Coroner J. E. BdtjesB,"

The Detroit IndGpendent (Negro NGwspsper)

"Marcus L!l1'lhern, 550 'N!ltson Stre"t. wO.s
baok and killed here January 20. 1926 by ~atro

Ro llys on.

"It is reported that a squad of of
Rollyson was a member. went to the Rat
in answer to a telephone call informi
W2S n disturbance in the house. The
in his apartment where it is sold
W2.S thought to be (HJ!1ce!llod. It
the officers 2ttempted to arrest
the house. He was followed by Patro
through the back door and out into
rear of 534 Erskine. Where Lawhorn
stopped. The officer snot him in
came instantaneously. nol1y
the police trial board and exone
not have o.ny w(;!lpons on his body.!!

6.

Survey Findings

Abe ~~ttingly ~as born
Kentucky. He attended the
until he completed the fourth
status of the Mattingly f,'1~ily

continue his education, h(; was
of schoo'l and he 1p ,lis father.

He came to Detroit three ye
and married after being here a
these three years he was a labo
plants.

Mattlngly was not a membe
was not closely connected with
the city. He was not associat
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Po li,oe Rel'0-rt

7.

steve Torr,pkins
~,'

steven Tompkins was born May 25, 1
s.c. Tompkins attended the public
until he reached the fO\lrth grade.

Neither the Detroit Indeocnd8nt nor the Owl..;--_._----------
a ropor't of the killing.

"Abe Mattingly (oolored) ase 30 years, 3624 Rivard
Street, ahou.t 10:20 P.I';. Au;rust 9, 1925, Putrolrr.an 1'homas
Logan and Patrolman Henry Wiese ar-rested Abe Uattlngly
in 0. store at 3621 Rivard street for suspicion of r0~bery.
When the officer3 Got ',j'lttfngly on the street 1-lc bl"O ice
8}.vny from them and ran. P~.trolm8.n Thorr~';1,S Logr:J.n :Jh,-Lsed
Mattingly, called to him to halt, snd fired three shots
into the gr'ounc'l. He refused to stop and Patr'olman
T~omas Lo?-an fired another shot, striking Abe 1iattin~1
in the back. He was t8ken to Receiving Hospital in
No.3 auto, where he died September 1, 1925 at 10:30
P.M. inquest pending."

He: and his wife came to Detroit
the great de~and f6r Negro lubor. D
years he spent here, he waS employed as
Ford Motor Company. He waS not a membe:
he:re nor did he take an active part in th
life of Detroit. Tompkins w~s not nssoci
any of the fraternal org"Dizo.tioD3, bu
policies in insurnnce c6m~anies.

lodSes here, but h~d enuu~h insur'\noe to pay b~ri~l

expenses ..

Police Report

"Steve Torr,pkins (QO lored) age 4
Street, about 12:20 P.M. August 20, 1925
Proctor Pr:ui tt was serving a summons o'n e
at his home at 7727 :lussell Street for violatin
Prohi bi tion Law. Steve Tompkins is the c '
that shot Patrolman Proctor Pruitt back
and Judge Jeffries discho.rge:d Tompkins.
Pruitt tried to serve Steve Tompkins w'
h,? recogr:ize:d the offic0r Qnd ran to h'
Po.trolmo.n P1;.uitt followed Tompkins int" e
':ind, when the 0 fficer saw Tor.:pkins reaching
dresser drQwer and drawing a gun, Patrol ~
shot Steve Tompkins in the left te:mple

Survey :B'lnd ings
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Inquest pending."instantly.

Mrs. Lillie Smith

"steven Tompkins, ::lOlored, was peacefully residing
in his home at 7727 Russell Street when Patrolman Procto
Pruitt i'.nocked on his door. He was ",dmitted by his
wife. The officer served a SUIT~ons on Steven Tompkins,
and investigation disclosed the fact that while Tompkins
was reading the summons Patro lman Pruitt -pulled out bis
gun and deliberately, in cold blood wi th malice afore
thought, killed and murdered Tompkins in his own home
on the pretext that Tompkins, a few years before had
shot him."

Mrs. Smith was a church member bu
with any of the fraternal organization
She was insured in several insurance com

"Lillie Smith, colored,age 25 y
Avenue. About 7:25 P.M., February I,
Fred Williams, while walking his beat
Brewster Street, heard two shots fired
and then saw an International Truck,
at a rapid speed north on Russell nea
with JaIT~s Smith driVing and Lillie Smi
beside him. The Patrolman went out
flashed his light and called to them
refused and the pat;rolman fired two s
striking Lillie Smith in the left jaw
to Receiving Hospital in No.3 Auto w
February 8,"1925 at, 5:00 P.M. Patrol
arrested and now waiting trial (Febru

"Fred Nilliams, a policeman, de ~

Mrs. Lillie Smith, expectant mother,
truck driven by her husband, Februar
corner of Alfred Bnd Russell Streets
directly in the neck, was freed in fl
jury. Mrs. Smith was taken to the
after the shooting where she died a do

The Owl (Negro newspaper)

Survey Finding~

The Detroit Independent's Report:



GeQrge 3iii~S ViJrl8 bOYll tn lJJ.oy":.TiJ..le" TeYlneBSee 1.11
1803. Si~s spent his 8hildhood and part of his man-
h')od in ;:noxvillc. After he oompleted the :_~l'iJ.deil

sohool, he matriclUl,'lted ["t KilO xvi lIe College, ,"here
he successfully cOlnpleted three years of ~i~h Gah'aol
':\fO r k.

jdrs.

9.
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George Si vns

giving birth to an infant w~o still !ives.
Smitll died as n re~uJt of the ~rQllnd~"

"Leo,st Thnrsduy
a Ford ~rorker, waG
in cold b.lood.

"Sims, a Ford wor~er werting fou
':l wife and t'NO d:'llli:hters ar;ii lives at
street, called at ; friend's house w'
alley off Huesell betwc·JJ: Clinton :c.n
to borrow his wagon. to peddle coal
to make ex~ra mo~ey for his family,
of two days in the factory.

In 1915 ]1C married and the followini': year he and
l}is wife mi3rated to Detroit in response-to tbf! great
demand for N~gro lahor. At the time he wes tilled,
h" wo.s employed at Ford's River ]o\li\e Pl~'ll1t. He
supplemented his pay roll by pedrH:Lng cool becilus"
~t this time Ford's plants wore only workin~ four
d~ys a week. 3il~s was ~ member of the St. r

Methodist Church.

"George Sims, colored, age 38, 1985M
About 1: Hi " .1,1. Februar~' 25, 1926, :t'atrolman
30ally and Kenneth La'Nrc-nce whi.le patro J.l'
soout car, thEy say] a mfJ.n in the alley b
'lnd Rivard, Clintoll and Macomb street
-pproached this man und ord~Tcd him t
llands. He lmIEe~il,tely reaoheC' for h'
Patrolman Sc""Jley. thinking the man w
a ~un. shot him in the chest and belo
He was taken to Receiving Hospital, w. e
si.ortly aftcT arrtval. Thts man wes J_
flS George Sip,s t aolorod, .D.nd has the
bei.ng a stron.?-arm r,an. Inquest pc

"He was standing in,the

The Owl's rt8l!0r!: (Ns"ro iJcwsnaper)

Suryey Findings

The Police Report:
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friend frOIT the TIi~dc~, with B ther~os bottle under
hiB arm; when offi·.:::ers S~:;lle:? fx~:d i~E'nnedy drove tl)) .. '

. SJa]le.1 ordere A 5i.:.',? to Tthrv:"J U~) his h[1~:uds' whi~h
he did. The thermos buttle !1e wa3 ~arrving ander
'ds ,.,r'[, fell or, the pave'i',ent and S':J811ey fired and
killed 3ims in cold blood. Sims had no weaDons
on his body."

10.

::lobert Brown

Robert Brown was born in 1895 at ~ashville, Tennesdee,
entered one of the 'Jubllc so)10013 i.n lld.3hville at an early
age and continued until he reache~ th9 fifth ?rade.

He ~ame to Detroit in 1917 wi th the p:reat influx
lleqroEs who werE driftln~ in from varioQs-sections of
3011th. Jhile h2re, he was irre~ulBrly employed ~3

p3.ir 'nan in a gBra!';e.

Brown w~s not Bffiljst80 with the ~hurch nor"
the fr'1tc'rnal organizations w:'Jjd} st'ind'for ths betterrr,e
of the :JOlT,IT,lmj ty.· Bec<:\use of tne fact that he [n,d nei th
a bank ac~ount nor ~ny j nsur:"nce the -people with who
roomed were forced to turn 11is body over to the c'

"'-'obert Brown. color"d, '--ege yea
A'le. About 7:30 P.M. Jan. 23,1926. I''? lV
furnished with two $20.00 bills by U.S. tlBrvot'
F.e.nk asnIan, Puul Petit 9.l1d Patrolrr,an Anthon
lIugh ('uinn to plHahsse B.n ounce of mar lhin
Brown. Brown lured Livin'Zston into "-21 81
L~fayettc between 3ussell Jnd Riopelle str
Livingston and toot the two $20.00 billA
P:·.tr01man Y:tnf: chs.seil him two blocts and
throw up his h9.nds. Brown r0~ched for
lS Pitro Im::tn Y,~nk tho Ilght t11i.,t Brown 'N':,
gun, shot Brown twice. ~hGn Brown 1'138 S02_
1.':10 ~p20. 00 hi 11 s u f \"'1ich the numhers '!Iere
they wero ~ivcn to I,ivin?ston wer0 fOUi'1d
w~s taten to ilE~~jvjn~ Hospital in No. ~

died Lnuary 25, 1925 c:t 5: 10 P.::. J"i11lf.
Coroner's'Jury in cb"rg(, of Coroner Alb
exonerated P~trulmDn\nthonyYank."

The Detroit Inde-pcndcnt' s :iepor! (Negro

"It i3 sBid t~gt Robert Brown, 35 YEo
L~f2yotte AV0nu~. WDS shot 1!\8t T;iursd'
Anthony Ya,1K of tile :hYcotic S(,us.d 2nd'



As an example of what may bo de

"

Durin!' the same period

months from January 1.

of the homicide squad. however. show that durin
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pecially b,.- the inspector of the homicide nnd Ituli:m squads

at Rooeiving Hospitel. Tho story seys that Yank
send an "infol"mCr" to Brown to buy dope. Brown
snatched ~40.00 and ran. Yank told him to halt.
He shot him for $40.00 resulting in his death."

to w1::y there are so mmy killin!'s of Negroes is thnt the Neg

Inspector of the Itnlian Squad and others have spoken 0

The explanation given rather generally by the

number of brutal killings of tho police by Negroes.

is a desperate criminel and officers have to shoot first.

the policeman received a bUllet which was

killed by four Negroes.

officer who was stonGing on the corner.

rQn out of the hotel and Jordan

the officers were killed by T:1on

Negro wi th l'!hoT:1 Jordan had been

in six of these caS0S tho

w1::o turned on the officer

so fnr [lS killings wore concerno~ , the

w1::o is in general charge of

Negroes to be hunters of poYicemen.

1::anl1ing there is a case ef



At -"ny

As n complic~tion of the situ~tion it is

important point that a colored

of their race to stand in with

disguise he c',upe}".rs. better tho,n D.

colored o·fficer ctppears to hs.vc been

with the dance-hall problem.
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partment that he was ~ble to carry through u

the colored criminal, no matter in

thoU2ht it was true that some co lored Tleo

he had readili disabused their minds of t

Nomen's Division said there had been numerOQ

him but that he was sUPDorted so stron~ly b

of uain? colored policemen ",nd on

He he s not shot '], 1;'.rm in iifte<;l1 yf':·rs "et the Ins·)ector of the

inferred from [' comp".rison wi th thE st"tistics for How York,

chooses 1,','i th nerfect impunity. Tl1E ",,,ner'],l 8i tu,·"tion m"y bG

them to Give him f~ir tr(;ct~ent.

14 colored men out of 3000. The

lieved "mong colored neople th~t 2 l'rge numbur of

policeml:n C'rG c,mployGd in Negro districts, h'''ing bGen rec

for th.:' specific purpose '].nd th)t they come with dc(;p-se

urejudices 'J,g-inst tho Negroes which fT,'J.b..

with its Negro population of 82,000 in 1925.

which h~s tl1e l'Jrgest Negro popul"tion in the countTy(]83,~48\.

folloWGd to :.ny gre::.t extent the

th~t in 1925 there wcre threo Ne~rocs ki1100 by no1icomcn.

In the snrre yocr 14 Negrots were killed by p01iccmGn

Sqlnd s",ys thcct he" c'Jn go into .. don ]nd ,T'(cst :my fT,''.11 he

The SGcrGtQry of the ?olice DepQrtment of New York City s~ys



(Info rrr,at ion and cor;.:r,ent furni.shed by the

Chief Probation Officer of the 3ecorders OOl1rt. )

VII. T'IE ~JE}::lO O~l .230B.\:;'TC:J.

170

165

Ne~roE:s

165

763 69.5

128 11.6

58

50

8

77

13

1275

*note the third ryara;;;roph of

Colored 3178

g. Aopealcd c •••••• •••••••

following letter from Mr. Johnson

White 12358

t i on .

b. Discharged unimproved
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P::lOBI.TTglJ 'iT I\.TIS1TOS

Jan~ary I, 19E6 to Jilne 3~1926

"hi te

Per cont of
~harged

TABLE 16

c. Died •......•....•....•

TOTAL CO::rvnJTIOiJS

a. Discharged with im-
provcrr.cnt 6 •••••

o. Committed for viola-

d. Committed on new charge

f. Suspended by limitation
(absconded) ..•.•••••.•

Disoharged from ~robatj.on. 1,097

Plaoed on probation ••••.• 1,275



rule would not make so suocessful

of the State Institutions nor any
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(Here are the l'esults of alAr inquiry ~Orrce-rning
probationers which ~TOt: requested us to make.)

It is perhaps to be expected that th

(Statistics furnished by State Depar
Industry. )

....._.-'------

The term 'suspended by limitations' means that
contact has been lost with the probatione:t' and
that at the end of the statutory period, two
yea~s in the case of misdemeanors and five
years in the case of felonies, the· probationer ..
cannot be found.

It ha~pened that during the period in question
a special effort was made to clear up old records
in the Women's Division. For that reason there
were eighteen old warrant cases of Negro women
discharged Which it was necessary to include in
these statistics. This swelled the figure under
"f" from 29 to 47.

Stability of rssidence and of family connection
is a primary test of probation. In this respeot
our Negro group, being largely newcomers, sUffe
in contrast with the general average of the
population, although a substantial percent
of our whole population is of a transient
character." .

The following are the only

given the opportunity beoause his Whole enviro

prob~tion in his case should ensue.

would tend to make him more irresponsible.

bation department seems essentially fair-mind

and as the general status of the Negro

to recidivism, types of offenses •

VIII. THE ITBGRO IN STATE INSTITUTIONS.

cerning the Negro population of State

facts to be had concerning the quality of



9.6

(Whites
Inmates &

(Ncl"rocs

25.3

23.0

77.5

76.5

Peroent of all Negroes

TABJ..E 18

138

547

149

!Do NEGROES IN STATE INSTITUTIONS
Peroent

Total Negro Population of Total

July 15 - 17, 1926.

Number of Inmates

.

114

79

424

Number

SUMMARY OF HOUSE OF CORRECTION

~GRO:E:S FROM WAYNE COUNTY IN STATE....11!STITUTIONS
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Males

Marquette

Jaoltson

Ionia

Colored 211

White 831

Females

Colored 73

White 145

*This comparison may not be

the House of Correction

Marquette

Ionia

Jackson

.and is herewith appended ooncerl1ing the HOl1se of-Correction,

where most misdameanants. all women folons and many male felony

first offenders are incaroerated.



The fact that the percentage of felony commitment is

either that the white ~an commits fewer felonies or that

57.5
70.3

47.9
41.9

Per cent Felonies

Percent
(First

NUMBER OF

NATURE OF CFFE1TSES

52.1
58.1

42.5
29.7

'House of

2~r cent Misdefficanors

White

Colored

Colored

Females

Males

--.White

Colored
White

- 4;:; -

TABLE 19

Mal£

Colored
Whi te

Offenses No.

Colored Males 2nd 45
3rd 15
4th 3
5th &

• over 16

RECIDIVISTS

in the case of the co~ored male than the white male

these figures seem to indicate

colored felony transgressor is a repeater.

vestigation has found to the question

for felony on the part of the white women than

following table indicates the

Female



/

are 17 colored women at

,

Of the male misdemeanants,

The figures for females

House of Correction. As

demeanants and felons and there are

Negro presents more of a

authorities at the House of Correotion seem

periodic oommitment of women for prostitutio

offenders than colored, partly to be explaine

- 43 -

second offenders among the colored and more

TABLE 19 (Cant.)

NUMBER OF OF}<'ENSE~

The figures in the above table

among the whites.

Offenses No. Percent of Totul. Recidivists

Wni te Males 2nd 117 42.3
3rd 62 22.4
4th 25 9.0
5th &
over 72 26.0

Colored Fenales 2nd 7 19.4
3rd 11 30.5
4th 0 0.0
5th &
over 8 50.0.

White Females 2nd 24 41.3
3rd 6 10.3
4th 3 5.1
5th &
over 25

d~sciplinary trouble and attributes
/

to misdemeanants.

of mi~ which makes them react to situatio
.. /
direot them, their most common

/

'socia;r-worter says that the oolored

mosi/part on their honor, commitment to it

A--,--

•,t--
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8omowhat as a reward ~nd especi~lly in the suw~er time is de-

sired by the prisoners. S!.llce reliability e.nd co-operg,tive

TABLE 20

White 1179 89.4

COMPLAINTS

45

518

DISPOSITION

13.6

14.4

Peroent- Percen -
age Dis- On Pro- age on
missed bation_Probati

Granting that these observations are

19

170

Oolored

White

inclinaticn are essential to qualify for residenoe, it speaks

well for Negro women offenders that 17 out of 73 should be sent

there.

Negro prisoners were noisy, being given to shouting

Reoorda at the Juvenile r.ourt - Januar

The direotor of welfare for the men's division

a great deal and that their sexual morality was worse than t

of the white.

IX. THE NEGRO JUVENILE DELINQUENT.

(Juvenile delinquenoy as reoorded in

the Negro prisoners' offenses do not seem to be of a
....

nature, but are an expression of their

Boys & Girls Oomplainta Peroenta e of

Colored 139 10.5

Dis
Boya& Girls misseft



STA'IUS OF PA.RENTS
c)"oT::iied :2 e,:cea-="'""'""=::+'>:
-~-- ..-~.~.,' t.:.:VG.u

5 14.7
8 23.5
4 1l.7
{5 14.7
5 14.5

TYPES OF CON~LAINT3

- 45 -

-------~------- -

Boys G~~·('Js
-~---

Qvlored :£ White 1E Co 10red 1i W""1'j.i te---- --_.-

?~:'·~;al'"_L"!.g a:1d
Ji.ln-Ler-i~g 13 12.4 189 19.4 0 0.0 0

Destruction Property 0 0.0 18 1.0 0 0.0 '0

Tr.L'J1orali ty 0 0.0 0 O.C 26 76.4

Incorrigible 15 14.2 79 8.1 4 11.7

LD.roen:v 22 20.6 248 25.5 2

~.blicious Ass&ult 6 5.8 19 2.0 0

Robbery 6 5.8 7 0.7

'rruac'1t Home 11 10.4 42 4.2

Tl'ua,nt Seho;..,} 8 7.8 171 17.5

Unlawful U3e Auto 14 13.3 150 15.5 .

lie previous co=itments 57 63.3

1 II II 20 22.2

2
/'

" II 9 10.0

'7 " " 3 3.3v

4 II II 1 1.1

Kore tbaIl , II 0 0.0.~

-9:)-

l'atur8.1 Parents
Fathe~ "Dead
St'?-:)~-iather

PSZ~!lta SBp£r~ted
U~~arTied Mcther
Li.l others
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FJr i.nstance i,nviT0nment factor enters.

colored fcmily way move.

ohildren the dcpartL'lent Cew force the f'lmily

the colored family because so often there is no

large peroent~ge of complaints on the

On,,, striKing fc..ot which is seem in the '100

th,} csse of tile colored as in the CD-se o"f th

rrc"lo1teined t,ne in general pr,ohation was Qui

The figures for probetion are lower in the case of tte

colo"red than the white and the same explanati.on is /Ziven by the

~,uthorities i.iS was given by ti1e chief p:"obation officer for adults.

Juuee Hulbert testifted that the colored. child was B willing 'jlro

ba.tionist, b~lt tha'G he is lik.ely to fail becc-use of lower home

has a differont standard of probati.on f'Jr

population.

nel.ghbor:·!Ood ;.0 unfavorable, but thi s is not

The chief rrobatio~ uffioer for girls sale that the depa

standards and the flosting charaoteristios of the colored

leso exsctin5 in the case of the former.

End that m~ny uf these

registered agai.nst the colvred girls.
f'

for Girls sdd there is much !!lure prnstifil' ~

hOl1ses 'Jf jOrJGtitution and are thus

masses of Negrues was the result

Hulbert suggested the theory that the sexua

Sh~ thinks it is especially true uf those

the Scuth Elliung whor:t a different standing

This situation very largely has its origin
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correct disorder.

The placing 0

In the tirst ulacey tbe colored children

presents great diff~cultie8.

on the part of colored ohildren for education

~i~t this absence of school truancy was the

~roportionately than in the casa of the white iH incorrigibility.

mont of colored chil~~cn.

Another offense of colored child~0n nhich is Eonewhat higher

It must be noted, however, that not one

eight 'oolored boys were arreigned during the

cLarge of school trua;1oy, (,,:ie Ta.'ule 22).

of two fa.ctors.

the days Of-BJ.a'll'ery when sexv.al un:llorality waG the prevailing

situation.

~lle chief probation affic:cT ff)::' bOy3 cl?::'d tJ:,a.t tLis same

tend.e'ni:y'is to be noted among ,<::010'':0,1 bo.1s and tl\9.t the parents

didn't seem to ta.k.e the matte:: .serio~Elly or mat£ auy eff.orts to

rrought up to fight as & means ,of self-preservation and

second case teachers ara likely·to be uver-lJear'ing in

The ohief probation officer forr;irls tbo:l.rcht thj,El was the

~0re likely to submit to aiscipline than

chtef boys' pro bat ion .0 ffioer end one of his

'thlJ.t,~olorad boys are not rnore ..quarrelsome

(Jo~ral'Y arA lnc lined to be ho.pJiy-go-luc Ity

. The chief probation offiC}er for girle

of t~a Negro child from the point ,of view of

detention, home is avoided wherever possible

tbey are sexually more precooious than

I their k.nowledge to the latter free 1;,[. '

l



Another element of

The housing problem is a

ProbGti~n officers for both boys and girls asreed tha

primarily environmental.

factor.

among the colored women.

as e. rule th0 oolored parents proved very coo!lcrative.

bJYs' Jrobati0n officer considered them to be much more

yhan some other races. The chief

maintained that the Mothers' Pension had been

problem is the factor of reoreation. The

for girls believes muoh improvement has been

city is conoerned, but that there is a

where oolored ohildren may be te~en on summer

as r.mch of an essential need for the mothers

The only place that the departnent has been

Associated Charities Home at New

and children may be sent late in

have left.

The following Negro oases taken

the Juvenile Court are samples whioh

faotor is poor home environment in disposing



Charge
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1.

Breaking and Entering and Larceny.

Age 11.

Environment: This boy has a fairly good home. His father ha
regular work. Mother worles occasionally. Boy
is retarded in school but is physically O.K.
Parents seem to move about a good deal in
Detroit. Boy had previous court record,
The trouble seemed to be lacle of discipline
at horne. The parents were inclined to defen
the boy. He -did well when on probation and
is novi working and s~ving money.

2.

Charge - Larceny.

Age 11.

Environment; This boy has been in the
at Lansing. He lives with his
RO!ne conditions are b~.d. Father out of wo
F'.nd r-lother runs -roo;uing house in questiona
r;ei:;;hborhood. Sar.it-[..\ry conditions a
-':lOor. Parents e~,-_" to want to do
GOy but laok means and knowledge
to h3ve f~ir ~oDtality but has ,
0i8e:1se. Seme e~idence that bo
prevert. He is untruthful. suI
only fairly well on probation.

3.

Charge - Laroeny.

Age 16.

Environment: Was in a-bad neighborhood.
crowded and he was forced to p
much of the time. He is a brigh
good health. Has been at the Fo
His father is out of work much
but his mother and two sisters
The financial condition of th
bad. Sanitary conditions are
boy did well on probation and
vision more than anything
report he was doing well,



"o.

Agc) 16.

5.

4.
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Age 10.

C~Grgo - Broeking and Bntering ill1Q Larceny.

Em-i rOMl':cn t: Both tl:o TJother LIld 8tep-fct~or of
worl: nncl ~~ro D:.',1fty fror: r.omc I;:OSt 0
Thoy liv':) in rr typical Norro c'iEt
sfl-nitC"ry con('it:ions ,r'.TE fr:.ir t".-j(l. t
con"lItion is about tLe fivcrcge. TJ
in \/itL bnd co~~nnion8 ~nC t~ero w~·

serious ~toft. He needed discipline
sU~8rvision nn~ die' 1'1011 on roboti
LealtLy nnr. brirht.

Charge - Brenking ~n~ Entering rnd

gn';irOn~8rlt: This bay's !:"c;theT nnc1 stop-
D good do~l DJd the boy h n

schaul nor in anythinr. olso
WU~08 cr0 very uncertcin ~hf

con~ition8 ~re poor. Pnrnri
torn in G~ergiB. Tho toy 0

stoIc fr,jr-, G. m~ for \';L0~ tJ:oi
working. The '(J0;1 hns c work' ,P,;S
1~,8t report was '.'eing fnirl ""i(

Ch~rgo - Leroeny.



8.

9.

10.-Age

Onarge - Unlnwful use of auto.
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Age 16.

Environment: This boy lives with his uncle and nunt. His
parent s are both 1 i vi. ng bti. tare wo 1'i':.ing in
Ohio. The finanoial and sanitary conditions
of the home are very good. The boy had no
previous oourt record. It seems that this
boy in compeny wi th o.nother were colleoting
junk to sell and took sarno plumbin3 8ti.pplies
which were left outside the Bonntellc Play
House. The boys claim that they thought
that these supplies had been thrown away
and had no intention of stealing them.
The boy is doing well at p~escnt. This
lad has a good mind, but seems in poor
health.

7.

Charge - Laroeny.

Envi ronment; ~jj S bO;>l Ii VEe S 77i th '1 i.B grand psre
:L1'.the:c has been dead ten years a'1
whereabouts are unknown. The home
dirty and unsanitary. The financia
is fair. He was apprehended while
a stolen automobile with severs.l othe
He olaims thet ~e did not know it was
but thought it belonged to R~ uncI
of the boys. It is evident that h
invocTed i.ll the []ctual theft. He is
better on probation, however, as his
environment would tend to lead him i
trouble.

Charge - Ereaking and Entering and Laroeny.

j.ge 13.

~nvironment: This boy lives with his mother
in one room of a very poor house
conditions ale bad and the father
work much of tbe time. The boy hJ.msel
below the average in mentality and part
deaf. He stole several oranges frpm a s
and then stole a whole bushel 80 that
malte orangeade to sell over the 4th.
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being on probation he has faile~ to report.
There seems to be no 0uestion but wnatthi~

boy's health a~d envi~dnmer-t have a vecy
decided effect on his conduct.

10.

Charge - Laroeny,

A~e ' '7e .,1.. •. .)_

E!l'.'iroD'Tlent; The living conditions at this boy's home are very
bad. The house is poor and l1ns2.nita:;:y.He, live
with his father and step-mother. fho financ
conditions are fair. The boy iu belOW ohe a
in mentality. retarded in school, Slid in poo
ilealth. There arC four female roome:LS i.D th
house. a senile grandmother and the mother i
of the nag?ing t:'pe although s~'1e is, nut crue
to the boy. The boy VIas b~ought i.nto court
for steeling automobile tires. B8U +
be easily led and needs

n.

Compleint - Ir'.lLiorali tyo

C;1ar f e - Girl J-3 y,')ars 'Jf ag'3, illegaily me.r
YE3~d of ~gE. Rot~rnod' to her horr
I',busec. her. Pregnant.

Environment: Bother habitual drunk-arc., neig
horre conditions bad. 'Lac~ of a
-;10ion ar."i abuse by :nother give
giil's delinquency. Left ,schoo
of age. Morley School - 3-B
father fairly steady wor~er.

Disposition - Girl no\"l at Valley Farm.

Complaint - Immorality.

Charge - Admits sex delinquenoy since 13
is now 17 years old. Wes taugh
was just beginning when pioked

Environnent: Girl is illegitimate and h
by mother and grandmother.

Disposition - Summons refused.



15.

14.

Girl sent to Det8ntion Home by Board of H'a:llth.
Eight months pregnent and had been attempting
secure a marriage license by giving
instead of 13 years.

Charge -

Complaint - Girl taken in raid - held in
witness against man 21 years
16 years old.

Disposition - Girl will be pla~ed on probation
to sonool when physically ab1·

Charge - Irnmor9.li ty. Gi rl fo und in undesir
minor not attending sohool. and worki
Admits promiscuous sex delinquenoy fa

Environment: Ho~e situ~tion very poor. Mathe
away all aay, is unable to give e
Father dend; step-father drives coal
wagon. Mother oannot aee.why her abs
made any difference. Girl has had rGlat·
wi th several boYs even before comi'D
three years ago.

Com"9le.int - ImlClorali ty.

Co~plaint - Delinquency.

Charge - Friotion at home, disobedience, truant from school,
illegal marriage at Monroe.

- 53 

13.

Disposition - Girl, nge 15 years, plaoed on probation in own

Environment: Father always had girl's confidence until he
remarried. Girl is not congenial with step
mother and lately has been disobedient.
Father works at Ford River Rouge plant.

Environment: Girl attended Garfield School, gra e
Lives in typical colored ho~c in better
colored district. Family almost entire y
S\lpport2!l by girl fS older brother but mo
wor!Ls often. She holda herself partly
s:;Jonsible as she w~s worldng at tir-te 0
lLnc;.uency 9..'1d had left gi:ol in ca:oe 0
,loman who all(1)"ed her to run ".round e.
re~ain at home alone where man could
h'a:C. M,m lived downstairs in same h
Mother not to be relied on for truth
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. Disposition - Girl plaoed on probation. Mother warned to
tak.e matter of super-iTision seriously.

16.

Complaint - Incorrigibility.

Born in Georgia, lived in Detroit one year.

Charga - Girl re,ortec by Lincoln School, as incorrigible.
Goes with fast orowd. .

Environment: F~irly respectable home. Mother is easy f,oing
not able to cope with the difficulties of raising
two girls in that distriot. rt.oth'.Jr is separated
from bel' common-law bus band and SQpports family
by having rool:\ers (aunt ar,d uncle), doing day
work. and ocoasional Vlashings. GirJ. st:~ys at
home or on street ::e.ther th'Ul in sC'hool. N
mental test. Sister of girl has been on
probE-tiono

Disposition - PlEwed on prcbati,.m whioh she talws
If'· unsuccessful she will be sent to
·Jood ,:.\hepherd at C~.rthage.

1'7.

Complaint - In::JOrrigi ble.

Charge - Runs away from Chi Idren I s
SteLls, liea.

~~viror.ment: Girl is illegitimate child.
Boarding home but won t tstay in .1e
in North for five ye&rs" tbr8e year
has spent in children's uid boardin
Mother ~ontributes little to Gupnor
h"a alw,"~s been IJ. 'Problem to C.A
from h~me, achpcl, etc. At firs
l~ter admitted aex experience.
Chrunologioal age 12 yra. 8 mo
S :irs. 8 mo.

Disposi tion - Sent to Carthage.'

18.

Com~laint - Truant from hOlle.

Charge - Girl, 16 years of age, brought t
mother for impudence and staying away
Medical examination shows sex experience.

Environn:ent: lives in good residential colo
Father died aome time ago and childre
been looted after by grand~Dther whil
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worlteil. Mother is qni te ·severe and :1;i rl
clai~s she was afraid to go home after
late movies. Mother wc.nts to dori~L1t.
Gtr;l attends Northwestern Clifh School.
She has had intercourse with two ~en,

one white e.nd 50 or 70 ,,"ears old.

Disposition - Girl plaoed on rrobation in working home •

. 19.

Complaint - Incorrigible - T=uant from nome.

crnarge - Girl lives in Florida. Is here only teeJ1porarily.
Lies unO. steals gnd stays aw~y from ho~e.

EYjvironnient: Pa~el1ts divorced; el1'!ironment poor. Attends
school, 4-A grade.

Disposition ~ Returned to Floridq.

20.

Complaint - Ir·,:Eorali ty.

0il R rge - Girl 15 yeGrs of age - rcportert nfter en 1nve "
by ~olic~ of central district sohools. Girl adm
im~c.;r£.lity with boy 17 ye'1rs of age. Has h"
lations w~th this boy for over two ye-

E.,viro;nlOnt: ':~j.rl "OIEes from an above-'l.vcrage
but its influenoe is negative. ~ot. 
with man tu whom she 1s not msrried ~
gi:rl in sohool truanoy. She permittsd
for an illegal ~arriage with this
;c.Da thin,cs 'Lce '::hole E~ffair not s
Girl is diseased. Attended Russel
6th ~rade. ste q-fat'ler· work:s for
"J:'\"'ist Drill Company.

ITo mental to:st (jiven. Girl J.l. 
four years. Ti~e spent on stree
~VEn TIhen girl is supposed t

Dispositien: ~irl plaoed on p~obation and
treatments ~t .Bo~rd of Health.
bation girl rlanned her marria
baclt to so::tool. Ran away and
Toledo. Girl was oon'{;lrl1J.ed 011

In general JUdge

of reoentl;;, arrived oolored families w'

into diffi~ultiES. Newcomers tend to ~•.

Antoine distri~t. He said that the



isorderly of any

i is all a question of environment-ho

training and economic status. He said

be hronsht up in the. same surroandingS

.' different."
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.3

.9

.225

.172

.4

.8

.232

·.8

1.2

Numbar of
Nag. Off.
p or 1,000
Nogro res in
Popab tic.n

.5

7

.4

2.6

6.7

3A4

2.1

1.0

1.2

3,,5

5.3

I) ~
~"' ......

!.t.8

!t.7

17.2

6.6

P?r
ccntf,g0
of Negroos
tJ Tot ul
J..'GrY~llG.ti on

--- ")

.t c:r-
C,-'nto.go

f ' "o l'iG~~ro

Polico to
T0t'1l Na.
of Palico

r"':{I'-T.:;' "1:[n":I"C, Trr"T," 0"'" '''OLO::-';'-'' T'·...:~I·"'T.' 1T\T !"i';;Pl ~T " .. :,'- ','1 :,'1:'.; ",,,n1 ....... _........: ... _'..1,. vl'.,l..~ UU.L. 1 V _'•.'." .i,'V..i.J v,..... ;... _ ..... .:-. ,_.• ~~ •.-'... ,..~_:..':.l-:;,

No. OI
Totel NC3gro Total No. NOf'ro
Popu- Pop- Of Police Folic G

City let ion u12tion Officors Offic-:,n;
----

Boston 7"~8,060 17,000 1, 72'~ 21

Chic:cfo 3,000,000 1-10,000, 5,50b 114

ClcveI,md 900,000 43191 967 10,

Columbus 2:Jl,000 50,000 268 18

212 014 81,831, 2,848 14.,. .

17
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There were 78 cOloren peepla shot by
the period from January 1st. 1925 to

-

6 Officors
6 "
6 "
5

4

2
2
2

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

(Signed)

Total

1l.PF.iElu:mr

Ho11and--'-- --------
Mas38chusetts------
Tenne sse8'----- ------

Irolend-------------

September 22. 1926.

poland-------------
~ew York-~---------

Pcnn8yl~8nia--------

Illinois-~---------~ 7 Officers

Ohio-~--------------

DETHOIT l'OLJ:'.1E DEP..~."R'l'MENT
__" ""B.:!.lreBu of Peccl'as

IIA

Michigan-----------~ [2 O~ficer8

Canadn-·------------
Gcrmnr.y ..---- -------
Alabnma------------
Colorndo-----------
IndiQna------------
Kcnsas-------------
Louioiana----------
Maryland-·----------
Miss188ippi--~-----

M188ouri------~---

New Ham;shire------
N. Dakota----------
Okl"homa------------·
W. Virginia---------

Sta tes and Countries in wh lch Officers weTO born
who shot colored people frcm January 1. 1925 to date:-

Commanding Officer. TIecord Bureau,

Commissioner.

Subject:

To:

From:



sept 22ni'.. 1926.

APPBlIDIX

Tot Ell

Connect icut··- -- -------1
I;ilg :Land--------- - -----1
Gcrm~mT---------------3

Georgic----··----------3
Hungary------.-- -- - ----4
IO~L~-----------------l
In~ianu-----·----------7
Illinois--------------4
Ire.l"nl't---·--- -- ----- --1
Kcntucky--------------o
~.nsns----------------2
Hi ohigan-.------------6 9
~innEsote----------~--6
:,IicsQuri-------------
iI~'.r~-rlanCl- -------:-----
N,'~ York-------------
North C~~olina----

Ohio----------------
Oklphoma-------------
Pennsylvenia---------l
polcnd---------------- l
rolode-Island---------
South Da~otR-------

TexGs-------------
Tennessce-------------
VirCinia-------------
Vermont--------------
Wost VirGinia--------
Wisconsin----------

DE'l RO IT PO 1 ICE DJ::'PAm'LENT
6th Proet stu.

IlB

The following is L conplete list of birth ,1~,ces
Officers nn~ ~en of the 6th Prect stu. us per
roqueat of your office.

SUb~ect: Birth Places.

From: Ins~t. Commanding 6th Preoinct.

To: Supe~intendent.



SUBJECT: St~te of Birth9l&co of Oiiiccr and Patrolmen
under my command..

lAIlliS Si'RJTT - SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE

•

• • •

. . . .,

Serbia

Kc.nsQ,s

German~-., •

,t'.,.rkanse..s

Wisconsin

rol!:nd

Il'iurylv.ud

AP?ENDU

IIB

(Signed) _

14

• 12.

• •

Dmnon iOLICE D3?1,RTMENT
~hird Precinct st~tio~

•

• • • •

co~~u,"mING OF?ICER - THIRD PRECINCT STATION

Pennsylvania • • 12

Indicna • · • • 12

Ir.dic!lI.l • • • • 12

Kentucky · • • · • 9

1.'enn8ssee • • • • • 5

TExas o .• • • 3

New York · • • • • 4

Canada • • • • • •
'7,
~

Ohio • •

Illinois •

~,.'Iichig Son G ~ II _ 0 .' 70

'1'0 :

FROLi:
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The survey of the Negro in Detroit, of which this
report is one of twelve sections, has been made for the
Mayor's Inter-racial Committee under the immediate
direction of Forrester B. Washington, executive secre
tary of the Armstrong Association of Philadelphia,
and Robert T. Lansdale, of the sociology department
of the University of Michigan, assisted by Glen E.
Carlson of the sociology department of the University
of Michigan, Frederick I. Daniels of the sociology
department of Central Normal School, Nelson H.
Harris, graduate student, University of Michigan,
Wayne L. Hopkins, former instructor at Bluefield
Institute, West Virginia, Donald C. Marsh of the
sociology department of the University of Kansas, an
Delos S. Otis, graduate stUdent, University of Wisc
sin. It is expected that this survey will furnish
basis for an official report to be prepared and u 1

by the Mayor's Committee. The survey w
by the Detroit Community Fund, the f
expended through the Detroit Bureau of Go e
Research. This Bureau has edited the survey bu
not assumed responsibility for the collection of
data used in the reports.

I
I
!
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TOTAL _ ,:. _ .' •

.I

Methodist Episcopal ••••••••••••••

(C0~ity Church) NOll-Denooinati

Seventh Day A:A vent is t •••••••••••• '.

Colored Methodist E~ieoopal•••••

A:friosn M",thodiet Ellisoollal••••••••

Urican Mothcdist EBieco.J<!l.l ;;ion ••

Bp.ptiat " .•• _0 .

CunCregationa1 ••••••••••••••• ~ ••

Prosb.;rt eriano.'W • "••.0 ••• " •• eo ..

,2;elb1 e 1

D]5ljTRIEDTION 0;]' JT€;GgJ CHURCliES In D:2.TBOIT B- --~.._--------------

~ter)&.~

There has been suoh a rapid development of lTq"ro Churche 8

in Detroit within the last ten years that it is impossible to

give the exaot nUlliber. As one walks through the severel Negro

neighborhoods he finne numerous stors fronts. basements, front

rooms of dwelling houses, platforms in vaol'.nt lote, am other

small and insig:wificant plaoes b8ing used as ohuroh

liloDsequent ly. the members of the Survey sta:ff did not

the task of endo/'\voring to csoertain the exact number

irrespective of size and. s('c:i,al standing.

themselves to ch~rchea which ~ere more nr less stable an

organized end whose pastors had e fair degree of

training. ~pplying these stand~rds
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The rej?orts of the v'ar10us churches show that the.re are

44.907 Nesr~ Church lli8mbers i~ greater Detroit, which is more

than half of the entire lk,.,X'o populati.on of B.iI.vroximately

811,000. or in othsr words more than 55%0 Pro:Jably no other

raoial or nationality group in Detroit has reached this nark.

DISTRIBUTTOi'T OF NSG.RO CH'JRGH MEMBERSHIP BY DENOmNATIONS

B&J)tlst. f'/O ~ 030.000

African Methodist Episcopal •••••••••.• 7.000

Celored MethOdist Ep.isco);;'11o •••••••• ,,2.000

African Methodist E~iscopal Zi011., •• ol.600

Prutcstent Ej)iac0~~lo~CI•••••••••• l,l ....... 9 0

RCw.:J.ll Cat .....olico .... (, .... o,)" 0'" o'~ ft'oJ II II. II ~ II II II II •• 600

S~venth Day Advcntists co ••••••••••

(Metropolitan Co~ullity Church)
(Non-DenoGlnational) •••••••

The above distribution d~~e not inclu

of llet;ro(;s who ue connected with some

Negr0CS who have no specifio meIDbershi

fyoo church to church. Beabuso of

is very difficult to determine the

connected with certain denominations.

the EVGn6Clic= Lutil6I'Sn Churches and

Science Church.

The Baptists have thelargeat n .



.
absolute sway among So..thern NeMroes. The Ilext rnnking church is

the Afric::m MethoeUst Ep;I.<!Co,lal, C()mbi~cd• .1'o:lr types of Ne, rn

1913

184.1

-

1913

1887

1915

1893

1"00

y c;f',~'

'l~~!'. ~ :~.t.!!.~:'i3.!. ~~~~

Colored MetllOdist Epi~co>lal•••• o. ,more than 4,10

margin. chiefly due to the fact that their faith has almost

Metho(ist ..·:lUrches make up more tha:l 25 per cent of the entire

.b.fr1Uttll Me'~hodi~t Epiacop<:.l Zion 3.5%
l1e'Gnodist Epiacopalo.o ••••••••••• cUlor'" tban z,%

Bapti~tsOf)" •• " ~ Ill 00 Jr.mr;;:i:.! t!lLl1 iVj~"; ~t the f='l1tir€.·
V,Clr1bel' :3hij.>.

Afri can Me cl:.odist Epieuo>J~l••••••• I»)")"'; the,:!} 15'% II

Negro membership_

C!'.1 v,"-xy

Bethel 1,. lI. E.

j'''IC,", OF CTJ"Cj""l1~~u:::.._._.< .l.~!:..;~l}_;.:::

st. John's C. I.T. E.

Shiloh Baptist

Ebenezer A. Li. E.

Hartford AV0Ilue Ba;9tist

Scott lIo Eo

st. PGul A. II. E .. 2.

lolt. 01 i vet

The rest of the recognized

from 200 to 1000 and there, are numerous

memberships vr;.ry from 50 to 150.

Tr;.king the above named Churches



1.:. E.• Bethel A• . !.I • .Eo .reMuineo. within i

The ol<"ost coloreft district in

crd8r tc DOC t this pr,Jble:-l lTegrc

that 85% of tho tot'll NegrC' Churcll r:JcDbcrs of Detro it h~_vC' joinl d.

--.4.-

so~ts Dust be thore an hJur cr

since 1915.

'['he r:wLlbE.rship of tho 1."'1'Jr,,gc Negro church fL.r exceed.s its

seuting cepccit:;,. which is 22,007 fur tho entire group wh(;rcG.s

The lVost Sicte NeerCJ district-·-which e

Ge~granhiccl Distribution of Nepr

the church nembGTshi j ) is 44.90'7. Consequently, Negr) churches

cen seot only a little r:Joro than 50% of the ~eDbership. Such

gr .up ,f lerge Nogr0 churchc s.

churchos oc Second BlJ.ptist. Bdhel A. ],;. E., S11iloh, st. JOhn's

eGch SundCiY noming beOf usc cf the l~'ck of spece. This

,nl:;' true ,f tho churchEs nentioned, but of practic;.clly

The Goncr~·.l R(jl~,tioTIsllip bLtvieen EOr:Jbci·ship, ..
.L~ t ton~~~~1a Scr.J.i nB.__~~UJY:·_(lJ.l~J'--'-"",",",=---="",",", _____

eithor c,nstru~ting new edifices

bUildings.

Stro8t to BGechw/,)j'xl [C.net IlL! rth frc:m Worren

pr :O:::bl:;' )1H new, st settlenE;nt

locali-t;;' there lire five representative

HighlLn<". P!..rk "Dr'. six in HnotrnI:Jck.

to Ho.stin::;s LDel frc)rJ Lnfa~'()tte IL'rth tc: La

E .1Cle (f the .~ lr' ost nm' r1~,st pror:Jinent colu

for cxu:o"le,Ebcnezer, .SccGnd Balltist.

cf yeLl'S. but hr.S recently moved into a n





!,.
I
I
!
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The t o·t,l nunber (f churches wi thing this scct ion is nine.

. ---_.-----'-'----

of recognized Negro churches is probably

churches wc,s v-ery sl'lcll

a very in,x;rk·.nt part in the r.Jultiplication of

Tho eroot influx of Southern Ne~r'.' es into Detruit

well organized and equipped.

increase of more than 4007~ in

later, the number had increased from nine to

tc Gr:;.t lot. This is n newer Negro (1.1 stri ct then the St. ~ntoine

Survey ,~f 1919. there were _'1ine. Necre Churches

sect i0n ['nr' pre.ct icnlly .....11 of the chu rche s in it ho.ve been

Another Lreup cf churches, ten in ~ll, Brc loccte~ in tho ~istrict

which extcr:e'.s fr::>n Hcstinc;s Ecst to LInwood nne' froD F,'rt Nc-rth

are scatterel'. Quite u' nunber (',f the sT'1U.ller type ero feund. in

The 11icrnt ien e.s u Force in Incrollsing the NUDbGr
of Nc'r!' -) GburQ.he.::sc.:. ,.- _

in Delray.

Negro po;)ulrt i en. Befora the . r;;igrat ion began

the col::>red 8Ub~ivislons. TW0 well organized churches

st'_rtE:<1. since the World. W...;r. The rest of the col,)reC churches

19l\! to 1\126 the number of representative

from 38 to 44. This comparatively small

ID5l'lY of the lec,ding churches

The following pioneer churches were i

In9; the oldest, Second Baptist W(,S

. six of which hal'_ fairly lerge l'lemberships~.

Spece by either enlarging their old bUildings
l

new-onelil.
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oldest, B6thel ;... lI. E. in 1841; tho third oldest, st. lk,thGWS

,'rotestnn1t Episcop[Cl in 1846; the fourth, E"onczer "H !.l. E. in

.1887; the fifth, Sto PaUl A, ll. L. in ln~3; the sixth st. Peter

Cl",vLr Romun C[.tholic Church in 1900; the seventh, Scott

I~ethodist Episcopal in 1900; 8-nl', the eighth, Shiloh Baptist,

in lVl3.

Sunna¥ S~£.l~r011mG nt of Churoh;) E as ~, \'Ihole.

Within the last six or soven years there has been

incre'.'se in tho merribl;rship of the Negro SundrJy School.

ill'. F. B. \l!lshington's stuny showeQ that the total Sunday Saho

membership was 5.339 or 25.37b as large as the entire C{lUrch

me~b(rship, In 1926 the total enrolloent

schoul is 10.864, an increase of

the Seventh D~' Adventist Churoh,

ooopriso(l Dore thun 72% cf the t otel church membershi·

Sun<'l.&y schoul e=qllnent of the C.

church D~Dbership. In the B~ptist

enrollment was also 20% of

The average Nerro Sunde] school is

cften scoros of young people are forced

of the lack of seating facilities.

It is n,:,tlJwLJrtby that many of the

percentage of indiViduals over 21 yenrs

The sE:venth Da~r Adventist reported that

were men and WODen over g]l ye['rs of age.

Church hac an average attendance

young Den and women over 21 years

Church Sunday SchOOl has an avcr£ge etten.

37-Mh ..;rc over 21 years .,f age •.



of which h~3 come under their control

thG city is at present worshipping in

T'1C Fin...nciul Status of Negro

e.s ,veIl :lS the ~70ungor gr:'uj::.

El,rollrl8pt in Y"'1?-ng :'-'c.:J!.lef1 ~ S,)cio ti,oso

Six thous~nQ nine hun~red eighty-eiGht oen and WG~eil. 001'0

p!lrt of m:ny of the Detroit cl1Urches to f!' t the olo.er people out

T:1C Coneregational Church which 0,0 es

Mctr:->p':Jlitan Community•••••••••••••
Methodist £i:piscopal.o •• 0.0000 ••• ,.

Presbyteriano •••••••••••••.•••.••

than 15~ of the t0tal Negro Cmlrch me~bersr.ip, are enrolled in

the various young peoples' societ.i.es. All the denominations

This $2,297,000 is distributed among th

reported that t",8iT YOl1ng yooplf.;S' ..,():;~.r ,::, " ,,'r . ,11 ,.t ,,( w

J3f~"j)t ist • (I ... " ••• " •• " •••••••••••• " ••••

African Methodist E~iscopcl••••••
E'pi~coJ£.lo•• " (0 • 000. " •• " •••••••••••

Ovlorec Methodist E~iscopal••••••
African Methodist E~iscopal Zion••••
c~tholic•••••• o •••••••••••••••••• ·;·••

and that the bo;y·s 'md girls take an active part in the

Within the last seven yonrs there h~s beon a

increase in the am":unt of property owned by the well

and representative ITegro churches. The total

churches comliderod in this Survc;;- is $2,,897 0 °

a3 fo110';·:8:

Churches to be $7l3.500. since which time

to $2.297.000.

ThE large ~ount of ~roperty in the

of Detroit obviously needs

M.t'. F. B. 'Na:.>hington'a Survey ..hawed.



of money on their property.

Onl~T a few of the ohurohes reporte

rr"blcTIls. Tilt: intelligent business [Jen of

B sacrifice. The larger ohurches usually have

!'lake contributi()ns to the SUPP01-t of thesc churches (10 so ct

of men u~Dn whom to depend fer the handling of fin~~oial

progress. tn'l:1<:, st o£ th esc smaller ohurohes the £irmnoinl

G£f!lirs (lre plaoed in ch(LTgc Gf oommittE'sS of men who nre

ignor£ll1 t of bus mess. ;:nd who as a re:3Ul"t of their laok in thi:::

The ;Jr0s9nt buildin'5 jJr egrEeD

resp!: ot are often foroed by unsorupulous real estute cealers to

pay too muoh in the 111ying or impr<:ving of property. This state

of affairs is all the more se'rioUE as mOl t of the Cl€lJJbers who

o£ most o£ the smaller ohurohes to handle their £innnoie~ problems

-8-

intelligently has been one o£ the ]ending obskolES in their

!ire mure likely to get £air troetment fr::Jffi

and ethers with V;hOD the churches.' .

the i'.ttention of the Negro churches of De:.ro .

f~r thEm t~ raise huge sums c£ money to

interest. Ro;wrts from the ten larrest

raised $237.000cr

t) C7E,OOCJ ;;er year.

The L~ount raised by

bUilding prog~am that is beiDS oonduoted b

iBtaken into consideration.



TIfE P.P.OGRAU OF THE NEGro Cll]J1!lli
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T£9...E£~!O CJ:11E:!'d.t....f.l!..J:_.~2!':J.E-l_Q.en te r :l~l}_t2.E2.....Q o~ni~.

Tho church is the most f'requent ed inst itu tion in the social

lif~ df the Negro population of' D~troit. It is to the church

the Negro can go with the grent(st assurance of'

received. He has been humiliated in so many public

ovmed institutions and amusement plaoe's that he he.s resorted

the church as n place in ~hich he cun be sure of peacefully

sp6nd~ng his leisure time. To a large extent it takes the

of tho th<,atre. the dance hells, and. similr.r

and fills the vacancy created by the failure

com~ercial places OI recre~tion and aousement

welcoure. Consequent ly. the average

its doors oven ccnstantly :for the use

sUpJers. lectures. recitals, debetes.

by clubs ~nd indivirruals f'rom within and wi

In order to serve his congregation o~st ef'f

the Negro oinister must be a community worke

teacher. 7he faoily schedUles which

one thousand f'amilies show that with the

church entortainoents arE; the principal

'L'his wi1eruse of the churoh is forcing

fashionen churches to acquire n

facilities for wholesome leisure tine a

Notwithstnnr.in(] the fact that thor

80cinl classes nIDong neero churches. ye

on the part of' those who :fancy themselves
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ther.! too severely.

ahurche s tlwt Bre f\;und in the various Ne.:;r

shi) in th& lareer Protestant E~isaopal churchcs, while the

nasses of the la.'Joring classes nake up alr.lOst the ~~,.tiro nenber

ship of the soaller Buptist nnd Methodist churchBs. The

ship of the so-clllled "hysteria" churches is also m8.ite up
(

enti,rely of the unskilled laboring classes. The flocking

the nasses of Negro micrants to these smaller and less efficie

r,nc. the f::ct s houlcl

menbershi;) irrespective of his social standin/?

The Nezro churches of Detroit

of social betterment. ~he old type

and of the better paid workDen and business oeD to seek nenbcr-
o

'l'he N~io:ro Church as

belief which has largely helped to areate th

warm welconewhich is sup)oced to be due

churches has been due largely to the nelief that many of

large churches have riven them "the cold

to the spiritual side

type which is striving for both the spiri

improvement of the community.

c,)nductei! in Nu.;ro churches has

there has' been DU ah overlappi·ng

D.ue to the employment

al background.

The large ihflux of Negro

given grc8.ter impetus to community be

churches than any other force.

aid and a number of the lar/Zcr



unscientific manner, yet

lack of the necessary facilities for the efficient carrying on

of a welfare program. They endeavored to find employment fo

of tho church activities.

TaG-OJ' several of the

helpfuiliness and service.

d9~8~tnents to meet their needs. Inmost coses. the work wns

turned over to untraine~ laymen ond in other c~ses pnstor~.

little ~ualified themselves, attempte~ to conduct this phase

The introi'_uction of such untroined and unqualifiec1. workers

into social welfare work was a handicap in the development of

wi thin4 their power to adjust the migrants to
..,

Al tho u> these activi ties were carried on i

a progrl.lID that would be of help to the newcomers. Th"se unt rai

the newcomers, to find houses, and in gem ral to do

laymen were hnnd,icapped both by their own inex,erience and by 0

social workers to minister to

coordi~date their efforts in such a way &s

cOmDunity. There is need for more trained

If che welfare departments of the

carefully weldBd together, many
>

individuals will take ad'van tage

receive help from several churches' .at the

The welf~re departments of .some of

churches p r:.vide for such acti vi ties

mUSic, the' securing o:l employment for

leisure time foros of playas baseball.



volley ~all. The recreational ~hase of welfare work, however,

has been sedly neglocted by the majority of Churcho8

of 1£ ck of etIui:Jl:lent. The only real .::;vxn:''leium amone Ueira

Cnu~hGs is located at Bethel A. M. E. thGuch ~luns ~re on

foot at S(;uvn('. Baptist ",n~ SGv(;~e.l other churches for the

construction .of gymnasiums to l:leet the recrG8t:1nal needs

of the community.
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On the contrary his natural

Only n

They ~re growing til',

No matter how m[:ny obstac10s rise

He believes that God will eventually make brighter

ments, is not embittered.

life.

his dark ,Jaths.

being Deflected.

That the Sunday

them ro~l, practicel aid in

typo of serr.Jon ~nd [lre [lsking for tCDch

cl:.ses feul thr.t th"ir r.Joro

religious endowment 811"blos him to take an 'optimistic view

has a powerful influe!lce uJon the religious life of the Negro.

who though has ,suffered much at the hands of~en ~md govern-

~IGII)US

theless. tl10re is e growing spirit of disconten t v7i

church, ,Jr·rticul,.rly "P.1ong the young0r peoplG,

way yet he keeps a constant nllegi~nce to his churc

Notwithstanding the fact that the Negro Church is

more and r.Jore becoming a social.,organization yet it still

of everydny life~

sufficient educEtionrl br.ckgrou:ld to sens,

and needs of the congregntion.

the pastors are so ignorant that

even if they had the desire to see w

The Neer~ Churoh as a Religious Force in the Community

the present generation of

part in the religious life of the Negro
v

the large membership in the majority

thus iasm Which is' exemplified. The

ments are usually well conducted and



from 300 to 600, lw:codonia, Shiloh, New Hope,

Tho r C [lr(1

Most of the Sunday schools maintainfive.

-~----------

schools to moot the

marc; iso12tod Negro settlements such

ing class so that well tr&inod teachers CRn be recruited to

residontp have gotton togother and

One most potent

Negro churches of D6troit is Second Baptist Church.

3c1001 hes n mcmbcrshi"J of 800

Tho following churches hnve Sunday schools

Which happens to bo

groups usuelly meot

-14-

the number of classes ranging all the way from four

Mt. Olivet, Crtlvary and Ebenezer.

churchos whi ch have membc;rshiJ?s' from

The largest Sunday school membership nmong the

Conner I S Crook whore there 2.ro' few

meot the incroasing demands.

Educati~nal Training

church is the i~norant minister.

their congret'Gtion intelligently.

n;inisters

various parts of Detroit are Jseu

porary. unstable, and demoralized

majority of the pastors of

.
of being classified under tl:e n ,

inoapable and immoral, but



Tl:is fl~ct throws

Sinco the miniBtr~ off~rs Euch

thrt he hI'S boen,
This nG~ rttitude o~ t~e per

chllrche;c ~~rLJ gr':dv.nt'J8 of high schools.·

St.:ni n ':r~.;'.

yc "rs •

_.__.-._-_._-------

minister for leadership •

From timo immemerial tho

HOD the ~iilist8r is Regarded

-15-

for 1~~~~c'r2hip ~nd cOQatructivo sorvic(! in

son;e li/,ht on th" r8Dl r0nson for their inal'pnbility.

to IG~d 2UY group, saGuler or religious.

Tho fact th~,t thorc c.re such c limited nUmb::lT of

Dickinsor" B02tc~ Collage af ThsolofY

c['.lJE:blc miniEters in such l~.rge church mcmbcrshij} as Dotroit't::

lJegro c0l1'~unity possessns presents ['. very imthetic s\tur.tion.

Not morL th~~ 10% of ~hL 44 postors of lc~dinf 2nd rC~~b10

nizcd schools of lonrning or of lcrdinf theologicrl

nrc onl~l 2 i:: Elinister.s in Dctroi t wl:o ~J'C grr~o.u0t(~S of

le[L~ership

to the ~nct th~t the
r

,mil as s result, nrc, lenrn,ing to

gence on the pr.rt of the messes i's

ant 2mt intelligent leadership.
4" '

.ctii'fi cl,lty, in religiGn,
.' .

. What. u"t, .,h::l ]:·1'.s nlv')[,ys ~<.ll~l:l--up::n

tatt2nn~ Ddvice. But he is new be~,
. , .



fess ic:nc.l r::on 2n:1.. thr.t c.. r~[I.!1 is

lender b8cnuse he happens to be

-16-

prctections agninst exploitation. Iktv1ithstcncting the f~ct

that the masses of Negroes ~re beginning to question their

lcndershi9 yet, nt tho presunt ti~c, tho ~inistcrs still

OX8rc iso e 'lory gre-at inf'lu8nce over the Nogro comr~unit~· •

.Po~r as has beon tho leadership "mont" thu elnrgy,

it r.f'.s ne'lertf,oloss boon superior to tht{t among

la\':yers ,:nil ('ther profossi,cno.l mono Yot \':i tl:in tl::e last

yo[trs tl:os8 hp.vo begun tc clcvell¢Jili SODe social

IT.,W bocor;IB n grelllt f'.Eset to the:U egroes.

The Negro n:igrmlt is (l victiI:1 cf CirCl.'Dst,;nc

CCL1"S frdJ a section ef tho country'::Lern tl:o Nug-ro r:,in

nrc leoko~ upon as tho lenders of the rece

Ollucf'.tiJnnl bo.ckgrounc1. He is begiEning t

thnt there; Dust be ,jiscriP-1in[~ticn nac1.G between

trninec1 lenders. Consequ~ntly, he is cOMi

cften til:1 r S tllCJ best ClulJ.lifieil leec1erE

HOD the No ro Minister is

The goneral c cL:;:Juni ty regard

~E the leader of Lis rnce. Whenever

ide~ er program thRt they ~ish to

tion, they usually try to uPc thR

On countless occasions

~inist0rs fur consultation when ~robl ,

tC' tho ccr..r.Juni ty [It Inrge he. ...-e arisen.



of churche3 \'1hcse servlr;p.s

Incc::1c .i.!'. the I,,,,rMt Wld Srr.",ll Churche~

The larcer.Ne"ro churdhes of Detroit havE; stood out very

prominently in the paying of high salaries to their pastors.

They ~~ better salaries than churches in other northern cities.

A grJu~ of these ohurches are kno

In s:lme cases a·single congregatiD

The a~ll churches also pay their ministers acomparativoly high

salary, ill though some of them ere not I ble to provide entirely

pc.id oinister in Dotr"i t B"ts $4.000 PCI' Y€lo.I'o Tho av&rc.g'-

RE~GIOuS HY~TLRIA

The Pc,rt Mierution has Played in the Increa
~vsterical Churches and an Outline of ThGir
SerVices')

There c.rE'
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for their ministers bec~U8e of the small membership.

com,Jarcs f'lvorably with tho low salaries th: tare paiel

mini~ters in other sectiens of the country.

roligi')us hyEtcria. These llre largely

have strayec so far from the reputable

L'lethe ds of Eorvice that they

Scints a:f Christ;" another

Churoh;" al1~. still another

ane', :)th&rs by names equallY stE.rtling.

ten "Church of God and Saints of Christ"

~ut With the great influx

nc.s be~ cn increuse from tonto fifteen

arcun~ 1.000. The "Fire Baptized Holine

three churches and the ·"C.hi te Horse and



The individuals who fo~

same. The~' aro charccoterized :Jy the

bar1mric than these c,:f the "Church of God and Saints
~--~

Nctwithstnndine: the fact that the

types are usually started by in~ividual preachers who have

decil',eil there il! more op;)crtunit~' for ther.! if they pullout

or the other large emotional groups.

where they rOll up and down the

['.1 insts'Jility. W.aJ1;\' of 1;]:,.e menbers wcrk t.

yellinf', Douninf', rollinf', and t]

memb~r8hip in ene of these den'oin'inati ons.' These inilopenrlon~

suoh ohurches are begun by ecoentrios who are anxiou~io be

looked UiJOn by the oommunity as th e preaohers uf sODethinp

.
from s -::me of the larger sects, und operE, to unt'rl;ommelod by er.y

outside connection. They have set up ohurches whoso religious

E,bove hove different naDes yet their

The servioes and rituals of these ohurohes are usually mo

forms are base~ upon their own individual ideas. In

fall into tranoes, and while in

profess thE:. t they see visicJns of ansels,

love" ones "sitt ing around

con?reg!ltic·n is Living way to er.1Otiona

insincere oiniaters endeavor to keep

if they do not come under the

them 0f hell fire and the

frace." as the~' call it, by moanins,

churches are extremelY ign<r ant.

the nGisy end irreligious menner inw

serVices. There seer.lS to be a ee!l6l ral



mcke u;> their cont~reg[ltion•

A visit to one of

Mu~ of the pastors of these

profit the barbaric superstitions uf the class

orying, protr!cotedpreyers,fn.iltic embr!:oing, the waving of

that shouting, dancing hither and thither, Groaning, howling,

beC080 so unbnlanced nentally thLt they

~lUt those who huve beoome adclict0i! to

in these e~ercises get muoh emotional

It is :? oba'J1y true th!,t tho indivicl

and similer "hysterical" outbursts r,re the sole meens of

";19-

trcining. Their createst ambition seems first to be so ar

the amotion of the so-ollled "sfiints" &s to uToduoc a. . ~--~~

ine dcvot iOl1 to Godg

Not only ere the members of these ohurohes ignorant, but

the ministers are rarely more intelligent than th~Jcr~flocks.

hc.ndkerohiefs, grovt:.lling on the f Inor, the throwing up of l,rms,

uprour in the Church; scconrl, to eJepl,it

They f're usually purs ons who havo had 1 ij;tle or no cduoat ion

and, as a result. are not ahle

prayers are the most

.. third motivntion.

those who shout. ory and groan

community. who are oonstantly getting

Lnd for committing other crimes which

to their religion.

hcve some knowledge of psyohiatry tha~ a

adherents are abnormal and that thc$6's

towcrd the further dis-orgcnization of



be_ rejected
Q

Bilfere the in

The crowing race oonsciousness

tional feeling 2mong the NGgro churches

Cooperntion A!'J~flg Culored C:Uurches

OOOPERATION

-20-

has been a powerful factor "in the develop

The migrution of lurge numbers

church. The demoralizing practices intheae

them a drrngerous element in the community.
_e-/

if they wish to divorce their husbands the only

need to do ts to join their church. When women do join, the

have COrle fr,;m a section of the country

t'lctics to encourage people to join. They frroquently visit

members of other congrega tiOJ;s with the argument that they have

ignorant and immoral pastors often prevail upon
("

husbands and select IJ. ~ate'£rom among the male members of

had a vision fr0m God who told them to apjJroach others and urge

them to ally themselves with them. They often tell women that

great iopcrtance upon denominations.

t~ claim thRt they are the only group 0

worshipping acoording to the coooandmen

of other"den~minations will

of great day of jUdgment."

vcrious denominationlJ.l churches often exc.a

wise assisted each other.

~f the oass of Nc~roes progresses.

of oooperation will doubtless gradually

denominational feeling to be laid Bside

protest I:Iee~iil::€S against racial discriI:lina

tends to jeopl:l.xl1ize -t~c:rvrr rignts 0



t'l tho\tm.Tbi B, ia411.Ei;t 0 the

up of t he past ors of D.,troi t Negro churches
j,,-,

ago when the number of churches was smull.

Council ma.de

formed years

denGmina tional feeling. In spite of the

orcar.iztitions have sprung up. it is felt

still hold meetings £cnit "i'scuss prol,lems which nre of vital

it:1portunce t.., th_eJriendly eXistence;,?f the Group as a

Within recent years there hav~ been ~eveloped sepJrute

feeling.

towards the elimination and prevention

management of the Inter-denominational

-21-

from all churches irrespective of denomination.

In order to create n better feeling and a more intelligent

attitude b~tween the Qenominations, and Inter-denominational

when the Urban LCGbUO or the Nctional Associctionfar the J.~vunc6

mentof Culcred People wunts to put over a program anQ asks

croups which meet weekly and Ciscuss issues

the help of the churches there is al;mys a willing respcnse

zati C'ns of Bc.!'ti at, MethvLists. and cinisters of

Cooperation with White Churc;cee

There have been occBBional though no

of caoperation between celared and white c

been'" h-Gwever.' B 'hostile or

the two groupS af Chu~hes. The organizat

done oost- toward_ creD:ting whatever

between colored and white ~~ches

churches included in its meobership but

paators'repreaenting the

Churches. v,hich is open to both croups.,



has not been able to flL"1ction efficient

~nd that the continuuticn of such services

churches in question can do w.uch toward eliminatin

in bringing

rcligLus department 'if the st. Antoine

other Religious Orf~~~atioD8

H~retofore becauue of the

at ~niiiI'-€ 0
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white ministers reported that they received a cordial

Some of the colored preachers sti: ted. however, the.~ :-4hey we
treated very discourteously by 1:he White congregations !lnd

to hear them. It is felt. however, that the pastors o:f

in Borne cases a number of the whi te r-eo/-lle wlil!::'kEi.il

the board o:f directors. C.)lored and whit~e churohes through the

Counoil often unite in suoh programs as finanoiaR oampaigns,

revival services, and e(lucational drives. Through the influence

of the council there haa been a growing tendency on the

oolored and white pastors to exchange pulpits at

year. They exch~nged pulpits in 1924 and most of the

of a new plf'nt and the employment of n tra
~

the fly" is beginning to play an impC'rtant

life of the Negroes 0f Detroit.

their religious department aims to bring

religious speakers ~ the country to Detroi

the outstanding phases of the rel igious

bEc&use it puts before the Negro youth

and has a tendency to instill. into the

a desire to strive

of the religious work o:f the "Y" is th~..



to livo a clean Christian life.

The Crist ian Center is also

-23··

at which the young men acti'_'ely take part in the discussions.

Other religious activities are Sunday school cl~a~es, courSGa in

Bible study and sociology, churoh membLrship campaigns. and

community. In order to oarry

social proglems are Qiscussed.

service a "rc heIr, every Sundn;.'

10udiIl€ NoCro speakers to the young 'MJ'men,

of the work conducted by this organization

drawn £rom the various Negro churches

ing class is maintained which in 1925

personal interviews. The rep rt o£ the £irst nino months o£

operation o£ the "Y" shows that 548 porsonal interviews were

riven Gnd t~t 168 o£ these wera re£erred to the churches.

tiveinfluonce in the community is the Y. W. C. A. It

have G de£ini to rE) lig ious progrum but ti ms to teuch young

the Y. W. C. A. is to train Sunday Sohool tt~ohers

';nother religioua organization that is exerting a

interviews, and tho creiltion in gen6rul o£

for thE; Negro community. With the oonstruotio;
<l\

ing the Y. W. C. A. WOD..I.d be in Co p(sitio

religious influence4

religious life o£ the Nerro. It

through thE oooperation o£ oolored "md whi

It conduots suohreligioua aotivities

Classes, pri~ary teacher £or training

21 interviews £or religious guidanoe.

Center·nmk€s it an 'i~l plaoe- £or s<)rv~oe. bu
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apaao end equipment

Prf,sent oondit ions permi t it, t CJ serve onl-;\'--ll.--pox-tion

number of apPlioants). It is believed. however. that

equipment the ,Center will be able to exert a

aooial influen<?l3 in the neighborllllood.•

. ,".
", '.

.J.
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The Negro in Detroit

Sedion XI

Prepared for the

Mayor's Inter-racial Co
by

a Special Survey Staff
under the general Direction of

Detroit Bureau of Governmental Re
1926



The survey of the Negro in Detroit, of which this
report is one of twelve sections, has been made for the
Mayor's Inter-racial Committee under the immediate .
direction of Forrester B. Washington, executive secre
tary of the Armstrong Association of Philadelphia,
and Robert T. Lansdale, of the sociology department
of the University of Michigan, assisted by Glen E.
Carlson of the sociology department of the University
of Michigan, Frederick 1. Daniels of the sociology
department of Central Normal School, Nelson H.
Harris, graduate student, University of Michigan,
Wayne L. Hopkins, former instructor at Bluefield
Institute, West Virginia, Donald C. Marsh 0 e
sociology department of the University of Kansa
Delos S. Otis, graduate student, University of W
sin. It is expected that this survey will fumis
basis for an official report to be prepared and
by the Mayor's Committee. The survey
by the Detroit Community Fund, the
expended through the Detroit Bureau of Governmen
Research. This Bureau has edited the survey but
not assumed responsibility for the collection
data used in the 'f'eports. _



Cortrin leiEurn

b. Economic
c. Educational
d. Fraternal
e. £'olitical
f. £'rotest
.g. Welfere
h. Socir-.l

COMMUN ITY ORGAN IZATION

o. Artistic
1'. Dramatic
2'. Literary
3'. Musioal

a better nnd fuller existence.

Thill community orgc.n izat ions

the following heads:

It is interosting to note the oxtent to ~hich

study of the comIc.unity orgr.nizr.ti'~ns r,G

provide for

wi th rntl'.cr

of Detroit, we find many features that

the forces affecting the efforts

ch::r:'.ctGr of tl:o org=izr.tLlns "'Y.ich tbe;y he.vo forI:1od to

in rC8,;:>01150 tJ pnrticulrr politicnl issuos

orgf'.nizctions come into being fiS the result of definite; f

organiz:'.tions \"Ii thin tho community designod t,) j",oet

A rood indox of tbn nc,turo end E't~to of pror:rr c'2, of ~ny

group of ,;:>ooplo m,y be g,innd by :~n ox'.minr.tion of tr.C'

about n botter nnd fuller life nmong th(:msolvr:s.

ditions. Likewise, certain politicnl orgrnizc.tio

P' rticnlc.r timos.

Vii ttin the cOI:1muni ty. In responso to Idven

ditions one would expect to soo the omorg~nco of industr



connection a categorical analysis of these orgRniz!ltions has

•

In thisthey have h~d on the colored people of the cov.munity.

Next under this first head, also,

church Which would come under this

which can definitely be placed Within the first class.

in a special chapter, but the hold

been made having in mind the following points;

First, community organizations whose rocts actually

of these organiza~ions is in excess of two

aggregate church membership is 45,000; /l.nd

of the colored people in Detroit is shown by t

",

-2-

Second, community organizations which hav@ no roots.

down into the masses of the colored people; and

In Detroit we have found various

and do not take into account

These figures are ,for, the established donomi

influence Which the church is exercising.

For the purposes of this study the community organizatic~s

,have been further- classified from the st8!ldpoint of the effece

of worship these churches now exercise

It is significant that there is a change in

still a too reactionary attitude among the

there is a healthy sign

communi ty VI or k wh i ch they do. '

which thero ~re all of the usual types in

aggregate membership of over twenty' thous

some of them are quite strong and their b

well managed.
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Tl,c Detroit

unique distinction of~g

affiliated with the Detroit

""-'---------...........

cOlllL1uni ty way than any other -.g:roup.

to be organized was the Willing Workers

should have done.

Association of Colored Womens' Clubs.

a modern bUilding in the ne~r future on the present site.

Another group

membership these clubs have probably

Sherman and Hastings Streets, and contemplate the erection

losing their attraction and these bodies appear

"they have hitherto failed to grasp potential opportunioie

for far-reaching, helpful

into existence in 1886 for the purDose

The glamor of the ritual and the mummery of the open lodge

towards constructive work in the community, a field in whic

Recently, the Hiraw-Lodge of Masons have aoquired a'

te~le building at 632 Livingston Street at an expenditure of

$63,300.00. Tj.e Elks ovm valuable proporty on the corner of

Wheatley Absociation, founded in 1898

anthropic work in the corr~unity. The

King's Daughters was organized in

in 1898 for the purpose of stUdying

the care of the aged.

the club he.s since Widened the scope

although its initial object followed t

is giving cOmDenclable sen-ice to t.!J.~

actiVities conouctcd by its members.

has the
/

society



They are
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Instead of literary

TLe Stuci~' Club h!J.s 1:11'<IH;l's been active in civic,Clubs.

results that really count.

work, for instance (which" has always been

inane practices characteristic of cost womens' club

pf'trictic, philo.nthropic, sociel and educational f'.ffairs. Be-

gone4.e;;.s 'llld have set their

~nci because of possession of finances nCO

of these clubs doubtles3 beco.use of its a

,Euse cf its recognition of the urgent necessity of its

efforts Oll behalf of the race it represents, and because it

permit of wide and vlital application, it hus fully justified

its existence thf'Jl any of the othQr s iI:lilar Nefro groups.

Most 0f the other clubs among the WODcn heve

elso realizes that these efforts are not more gsstures but

ly come into eXistence. But they arc fellbwing
"-

grams of activities all of which ore designed to be

does not hold such a conspicuous place

Qic'. fornerly.

teiar:; these clubs are inauguareting

efforts to remedy bad conditions but

tending tc bring about good conditions

foster practical measures.

providinG scholarships

in their efforts to gein an educati"un' s

prizes for the purpose of encouragin

the colored people to develop

studying political conditions in

concerning public iasues and the men
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Each spr ing they:.-

significant features of the whole situation is that the

good Whic~~~hey possess and ure calmly &~d purposefully

od club women seem to reali~e as never before the power of

college fraternities composed of

doevoring to equip thomselvps to use this power wisely.

ment; while others are infarn.ing themselves of the beat saci!::.}

Tl:'8re are in

tbe club.

service ~rnctico to tho end that thei~ own efforts in this

field r.ay be di rected to tho best advantaGe. O~le of tllO most

tt 0 corT,uni ty as a whole. in ad1it ion

Ar'lOng the organizctions whose membership is COI".')osed

tirely of mon. mention '-must be rae.de of the Nacirer

It has dono Luch F'hich 11as had a very

ings. yet its ~ctivities have not been

facilities for congenial cOI:1panionship

Although this group is Eimil~r

clubs ",toss 'purpose it

Alphas urging the colored youths in .sch

"

'".'Lolesor~o P.lorale ar.:ong tho [Hlbitiaus of

wbo generally look With pride upon ci,'

activities strive to 00 what they c

stUdies as far as through

Onegas saek to interest the people

and History; and the Kappa Alphas.

.&;_pta. the Or/ega i's i

general popUlation.
7 '

/

been quite active in

/
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The east

The first and

aiD to defend the civil rights of the Negro.

versal Negro Ir'lprovePlent Association.

of these is the N. A. A. C. P.with a

organizations try to secure for the Negro all

3386 and a plan of campaign for 10,000. While both th

people" is t1::e worle of agencies '.... hich. ar.lOng other obj ects. "

-6-

in properly choosing thcir lifes' work.

An ioportRnt feature in the life of Detroit colored

iations for the Advrulcel~ent of Colored People and the Uni-

Which be i& legally entitled in.American

persons Who endeavor to obtain for the

tioilal rigl:ts ,eir r,ethoc1s are, c.ifferent.

C. P. cperates t1::rough groups cor.~osed

iEportant organization of t1::is type are tho National Assoc-

ing. This organizations maintains tha

do ouch to bring nearer the goal toward

the rights ef Negroos is as much the concer

lief teat Dutual respect and

tions no group should be content to se

citizens as of colored and that under re

its rights.

"protest" organization but trieS

The Universal Negro IDprovement

membership to members of the colored

of enterprises of their own with

to'meet injustices and denial of

cially that they can organize a

finally becoming so independent
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The political oxploiters

It believes thr.t by POflsossin['
"

and by contNJlling the polttical power which the UnitN' St"tp.s

since 1920. N6twithst=ding this fact,

his present condition in tho United states.

in voting bofore coming to Detroit beca

possible. Notwithstanding the impracticability of many

of its program, the activities of this organization are

e':idence of the extent to Which the Negro is discont

f2vora110 o;Jportuni ties of all kine'S than are otherwise

of this orgffilization has a membership of 5000.

goverm.:ent will ~)e forced to recognize, the Associeticn will 1>0

,
of NogroEs in this city have only recent

one-half of the present lClembc~s of this

Tho section concerning Population

Political

ablo tv secure for those Negroes who rormin in this country

theso VI]:O ti0 to Afrtcl1 ['. gr(wter lClend of justico rene: L:":'rc

steadily advancing politically.

arc between twenty-fivjl--P1ld thirty thousa

voters in Detroit.

stRtes thLt denied them the ballot.

that thUSQ nQwly arrived migrants have e e

the ballot in a c or:lClondable fashion who

lack of oxperience

trying to corral the Negro vote.

been so completely

domagogues.
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•

difficulties in the way of Negro political organizations

~entivn Day be oade of a sopiety formed for the laudable

purpose of educating the Negro to the necessity of registe'r

ing and voting, but it soon fell under the control of

selfish politicians with the result that its pUblic useful-

ness was wrecked. On the whole, however, the colored

forces making for good governnent, though there has boen

little cooperation between the old Detroi~ers

ed a foothold in politics and the newconers.

there have been efforts anong tho colored people to

stable and substantial polotical organizations for

pose of educating the Negro in the

making him acquainted with men and

The ,most recent of these organizations is

./ Political League which is governed by an

Commit teo composed of delegates from a

colored group organizations of various

political affairs. The members of the
.

affiliated with the general body

men and measures endorsed by the

Chairman of tho Committee states

ship of the affiliated organizations is

forty thousand, Of whom about 25,000

CUltural and Artistic Organizations
"

In nost communities which have ae

population as Detroit, cultural activiti

have been rather extensively developed.
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While
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---------

..

u

possossiol1 of the artistic temperament seems to be

color and point to the most uneventful affairs.

deterrent to the ordered development of the

random Negro as an artist. But

Novertheless the colored people

dramatize even the most ordinary events of life; to lend

naturally of an artistic temperament Bill be discovered by

anybody wr.o will take more than a passing interest in him.

The emotional life of the Negro tends to be of the spontan-

of the bulk of the present Negro popUlation

istic of the race as a whole it is unsound 10 regard ever

eous, ebullient kind, and finds i~s expression in acts that

are fanciful and picturesque. It is natural for hin to

eve of a great revival of interest in things

cultural activities of this group.

purpose the fostoring and developing

ready several organizations of various kind

capacities of the colored ~eoplo are

opportuni ties that exist in the .communi

Likewise, individuals who possess artistic

these talents. Tr.ere are numerous private

city more than 20 colorod graduates of t

Conservatory of Music, and several other

mong colored people, and the

group at first class Bchools is increasi

-ginning to avail themselves, in
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institutions that give instruction in thc dranatic art; others

of painting ana design. There are indcpendent literary clubs

and otherE c00nected with the churches, the Y. M. C. A. ~d the

of a MUsical ~estiv!ll

u

Recently there

One newspaper, the Peoples' News, in an effort to

Its primary purpose is to ed'

Y. W. C. "A.

time that colored performers had

was tho promotion, in

Tr.cre arc two or three nusicnl organizations aEong

colored people of Detroit which have striven to develop

posed G~ colored graduates of the Dotroit ConserVa or

MUtii c. The most notablo achiovement of these two or

stioulate among young people an int0rest in writing has organ

ized the D~troit Writers' C~ub which conducts a weokly coluon

the Musicians' Aluoni A~soci[\tion, the latter

COIl1I:ltmi t;r music. Aileng these !lre the Detroit

in the paper.

branch of the National Association of

organization is national in scope and

th8 prinoipal cities and in many of the

the capabilities of

country.

country is the annual convention

portent of the many

an interest in and

branche,s Gre doing much in their

musicians.

Orchestra Hall.

i
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Co~unlty Organizations which have no Roots.

Lack of

connections made while there.

Operates to make would-be leaders

community life ~ndwcre orgrrni~ed merely fo

preserving interest in particular

gradUates and former students of colored schools.

associations have no programs which affect t

Another grou~ are alumni

drawn from other walks of life.

Types of L(;aders

Lead(;rship among the colored people

fairly effective. As is usually the case

has suppliudthe bulk of le8dershiP~on

Negroes. But in Detroit there have bee

Under this head we find a number of so~called "good time"

*See chapter on Thrift and Bus iness 0'"

many elements inVolved.

colored p~ople is not easily obtained becaus

uals seek to meet more regularly for diversion.

in Detroit is legion, and their membership large. Here also

social clubs wbich are not taken seriously even by their ovm

members. They spring up when a number of like-minded individ-

/'

te(mptations.

rr.ay be mentioned community organizations of an economic

the growth of which has been retarded by the nevmess of

"popUlation, though:-in this respect conditions are changin •

'-



ministers Who have resisted to
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The Negro Minister

really have qualifications of positive leadorship a

Willingness to serve. Such handicaps are to be f

to be leadore, militate against tho progress of these

rejoct those of their own race, who, bytruining and other

qualificatione.are most worthy of being leaders. As among

otber groups, likewise among Negroes it too often happens

The ignorance of the musses too often makes them a prey to

the machinations of scheming politicians ane cuuses them to

The

that base Dotives on the part of men in no way eqUipped for

constructive leadership who nevertheless believe themselve

branch where good leadership

of leadership which he fermerly held.

of ministers in the city Who

many temporal affairs by the community

Simply by members· of .their own flocks.

The Negro Labor Leuder

No Negro Labor Leader as Sucb

tation to become big fish in little pond

have seught to be of real service to all

The leadership of the Negro labor

most entirely furnished by the·
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Urban League, tho Y. M. C. A., tho Y. ~. C. A. and 0 fow of

technique for attacking various

~nd in any case Negroes are not welcomod

/

oonsists mostly of actively advising colored workers, as to

of the Vnions.

if they hove boen connected with

the more alert and progrossive ministors. This leacership

The Negro Social Worker

tho nocossity for cUltive.ting qualities highly prizeit by em

ployers, viz., punctuality, roliability, dependability,
@' .

loyelt~. Detroit is not extensively unj~nized as 0 to~n

aeri;ico egencics ani! probnbly becnuse of their

opportunities for such service.

colored people look upon as valuable.

social agoncies and by pUblic

trained sccial worker is socially minded

ests aro as broad as the community and

people interested in affairs, he ncq

ships. Because of his especial

llet;ro 8(,ciol vlorkurs in Detroit have furnish

leadership that hnc proven to be beneficial, part. .

best for all the community, not merely

aspects of community life his opinion is

spect by most people

testimony. He is, for tho most part, a pe

As his advice is often sought



te, recJccn with.

The f1:,.. '08rnal lead'll' 'still
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hal' z'3u1 for tho right ood .her will

at her cC:IIf!lo..nd, and h'3r rather high

ivit~c9 8rG of the vital Bo~t.

ce.1 afip,irs. and her religion,

o1"-l1r'3.ctor; e)-Je is taking an intoD j.g811t i

flubst"Jltis.l and constr1Jotive things.

(;(l~_orod clu.b wo;nan represents a force for

-The Negro Club Woman is extending her influence more

tl'.an ux:y oth8r distinct type, is

tLe uf::'E'irs of the dll.;;r end hD.s em['.Dcip,:te-i h

to those within her 01'7Il circle, but at preGont she i

pc':;f"Juts the neVi'll' type of 180.;1e1'; who is

vlork "!lhioh s1"-e is doine is r.:.sE'umillg mo:tc

flponding to t!:3 necessities of thf) general communit

le?dcrship which So well eo.J.nipped social worker enjoys in

the oomnmnity.

The Nf,Jgro Club WC'.!!:f..l'l

and more. Formerly ~er activities were generally limit·

demagog he inspires general confide:loe. All of these con-

eiderations :have contrj.l~uted largely to the position of

h.8'l:' willingnoss to loam - nll
/

/'



There are three colored

other colored journals. The

.'-15-t

thut have a fairly good cirCUlation.

The Newspaper Bdi tor

the whole \"'ell composed and two of them

colored masses of Detroit. Tho hopefUl thing in this is
I

fnct that this leadership rests net upon ncnpncity to

perfbrm the ce~emonies of the ritual, but upon his demonstra

tio!! 'of real qualities of leadership. ~'his does not rr,oa,n

virtue of the esteeIC~ in \"Ihich he is held by his fraters

community rallying point, but he is an important factor
------

that the fraternal leader, as such, stands out as a general

those appearing in the Chicago

ly good editorials. But the editorial

characterizes Detroit lodges, the

produce a more civically--Dlinded leadershi'

Courier, The New York Aee, The

the heed that is given to his counsel. Much of

the reporting service is not

gathered tln.d wri tton up, and tllere is

the most importruat news among the colored

of news of a negativo nature - crimo,

locnl papers heve not yet developed th

a good modern newspaper. There are no

ship is of a constructive nature. The fraternaY

:. ~advice carries over into the fieldS of poli tics,

general community affairs. Wi th the spi rit which



fessioncl group has exorted a wholesome

the whole of the Negro professional man in

Nev0rtheless, thl.t the
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depcrtoonts such as those carried by the Norfolk Journul Guide,

tho ~ittsburgh Courier end others.

Whi.le it is true of the Negro professi

the rna st im;Jor t:.m t de)"rtment, fi?. th8 ed i torial

papers, for various roasons, have been guilty of

managers of two of these shoots ha~~eently acquirod up-to-
',--. ~

dcto 8r;uipmont whorm"Ji th the;? C8l1 remodel thoir plcnts end GC-

coloredpopulction indicates the londership \'l]:;.i-e1'l['

first-clcss colorad nel'JSp~per could supply. But

l'he oN el':1'O 2rofess ional lIJ!£.n

arc rather Widely read and frequontly q\;oted by the

cure grcecter general efficiency. 'Vhe fnct thr.t these pCp')r!!

cor.-rrnunities the.t 'uhey have failed

\"fLieh is concerned with the interprot"tion of tho

that entor into the situation,

shOUld occupy as leaders of their group, i

tive leadership of the colored

cnjoys tho professional man has

in Detroit. But of what worthy

the earliest days of tho residence of

thoru is ebundent cvidrJ!lce thct tends

bottering the conditions of the

Negro professional man seems to renliz

".'his superior education, training and 0
/,/ ~. ~
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to t.hQ.co.mmunity to do what he can in bett()ring Us con-

ditions of the group with-which he is identifiod. .~

T~e majority of the Negro professional men of Detroit,

like the; genorel populI'. t ion, nre nev!Comers. But it would

seGffi th~t extraordinary opportunities for making

not tho only consideration in the min~s of professional men

who were nttrncted to this community. In ev()ry

thnt hns beon Inunched nmong the colored groups

its pur~ose the bettering of their cendition the Negr

professional man has been well represented.

time we find professional men who nre leaders

in business ventures among

end in the carrying out of

that hnve for their purposo the sntisfec

intorracial relntionships nnd of

general. We find thom taking on

to secure

find them attompting to gain

~oliticnl rights to which he

coop'crating with

foroo the lcws nnd to

which mnde it oasy in

tect with the Inl'!.

This do os not mean that every

is n socially-minded individual.

be fuuncl fC few professional mon who

conscionco
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chief aim seems to be the exploitation of their froup. But,

on the whole, so far as the Negro professional men of Detroit

are concerned, those with parasite tendencies represent a

very small minority.

• •



Ei;OHOMIC
--- Business 1

Beneficial ~ 1
WELFARE
~ Home for Vlorki!lg Girls 2

Home for the Aged 1
V;OMENS t CLUBS '

Federated 22
Liscellaneous 2

POLITICAL
Oonsolioated 15
Inde~endent 2

CDL~UE.A~

;'.usic 6
CenJTcl (Nacirema) 1

PATRIOTIC
(A~oiican Legion) 1

£AC:::;'L ,~DV~'''::l CSlvCEN T
H A {. ,-,'-1'''.- 1
H '" .tI..~ Ao v, .•

U.N.I.A. 1
YO:JII G n'.;"LES I CLUBS

Federated 35
FRATERNAJJ

Masons
Blue Houses 12
o. E. 3. 6
Shrine Tem~les 2
Chapters 2
CODsistories 2

Knigbts of Pythias 10
Conrts of Calanthe

add Fellows 5
Elk;ouse HOld~,/'Ruth 6

hJ.oose
American Woodmen 1
Knights of Ethiopia 1
Losiac 'remplars 13

GREEK LE'i.'TER PRATERNITIES
J,.l])118. l'hi ,HP:1& 1
1~)p8 A1~ha Psi 1
Omega Psi Phi 1

75
40

60
125

TOTAL ~WJ,ffiERSPI.2

,AS GIV?;N BY
OF]<'I CERS 01!' TEE
ORGA!lIZP.TIOllS

NO. 01!'
~ROUP

NEGRO GROUP ORGANI~\TIONS

T¥.2E OF
ORGAIiIZATION
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"

The survey of the Negro in Detroit, of which this
report is one of twelve sections, has been made for the
Mayor's Inter-racial Committee under the immediate
direction of Forrester B. Washington, executive secre
tary of the Armstrong Association of Philadelphia,
and Robert T. Lansdale, of the sociology department
of the University of Michigan, assisted by Glen E.
Carlson of the sociology department of the Unjversity
of Michigan, Frederick I. Daniels of the sociology
department of Central Normal School, Nelson H.
Harris, graduate student, University of Michigan,
Wayne L, Hopkins, former instructor at Bluefiel
Institute, West 'Virginia, Donald C. Marsh of th
sociology department of the University of Kansas an
Delos S. Otis, graduate student, University of Wi
sin. It is expected that this survey wiIlfumis
basis for an official report to be prepared and pu IS

by the Mayor's Committee. The survey. was;
by the Detroit Community Fund, the fund
expended through the Detroit Bureau of Gove
Research. This Bureau has edited the surve
not assumed responsibility for the coHec
data used in the reports.

/



Ttat the Negro's ~resGnce in Detroit should react u~on

Th0 £ollowin~ tableS pro sent

. .A. Dep'l.rtmont of .211blic \Vclf0.rc

Tl:is stUdy deals "itL,

I I. .2lJBLIC AGE:JCIES

progr~rn of socinl wort in Detroit

and secondly, tho Pl'iVt~t.0 wcl:frrc L[':cncl

colorod froup.

been liwited to a particular racial grou~.

iculBr racial ~rou~ shoul~ reveal ~omn of thr probllms of

of the "'elfare agencies of tr_e cl ty in rc-:lation to n ';>nrt-

1. IlJ:rRODUC'.!'ION

i ty to ruli uva and In'JveJDt !:lnl,:djustrr.'.,nt.

the social service program of the city seorns obvious

on tl:e basis cf their ,Jractical e;~l)erience

the causes of the Negro's social fail~e.

to ELow what agencies are dealing ~ith tle unadjust

gl.lnizntions ['nd to point out "om·~

baen mi~dc to consider e~qcinl ~roblG~s co

tho ndjus~mont of th~t rroup to the life of tho

son has been attempted.

lifht of his economic position in the community. A

sLol;ld at tho S[::.10 tir::c sLow Wf::lt h, baing 00ne

l1\U::b,cr of colored' rccoivinil: relief:
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Per Por Per
1910 Cont -1915 _ Cent 1921* .Q£ill 1925

Tot2.1 No. 5,030 19,085 76,173

No. Nogroes 255 5% 506 2% 16,781 22% 5,,806

*N ote: Stl. t i st i cs Clore given for 1921 [, s those
c.vn i1 £'.b1 o.

TABLE 2

ilm\illER llliD f~nCEgT~GE o~ NEGRO~S RECEIVING
W;rr,FAIm "~ID /.S COl.i.2ARlm TO ']'OT:,L IHTHBER RECEIVING

AID FOR i'lEST sIZ IJON-THS;-192S -

MONTH NEGRO V1HITE

Jc.nunry 1,93·1 6,625

Februc.ry 2,054 7,-059

March 2,072 7,159

April 1,604 5,860

May 1,245 4,892

Juno 1,179 4,398

......



Workers in the sooinl service depnrtm

Various theories ere offered to

It will be noted from the cbove tebles

Une worker clnims. thnt tho Negroes have

* ForrestRr B. Washington in his 1919 stu
proportion of Negro cases remained aboll
1915 to 1919.

proportionctely high during the lest six

thct the city of Detroit

of Nogro C~lses in the DgjJl'.rtment of rublic We

statistics by clniming that they are

families come to Detroit from. the Sout

friends tero that they will find it easy

colored applicants for nssistnnce.



possessions and the poor of the rac

responsible for their feclingthat

v.

A Negro leader mDde tho statement that

1\

Another factor mentioned b~T sever

to got this relief •

edIT.

there is cny slack tim0. Another social woo

break ull0er Detroit conditions before

Another wor kor clai!~s that the

particularly colored workers are not wan,

thu· stf'.tus of em;JloyJ:lent in Detroit en

directly ralr.ted to the cEployment situe.tion.

her ~pplic3tions, coloreo

Another worker reports that the colored people in the St.

support Dnd tb e colored pe ople, Jr,newinp.- the :c i tuat ion, tak

advantege of it.

thflt hor celorod clients [Ira thu first to be

work~r, dealin~with prncticnlly

All of the social workers intorviaW8d,

..
this departmont is used I'1S a means of obtaining poli tic!::l

that the Negroes soe~ to btinp.- With t

the South of d8,Jendency upon white

of them.

Another .reason give ::'01' the in

that formerly Nugroes wera J,-iberal w·

Antoine section tr:inlc that material relief can be easily oh

. tained frol~ the ~ublic Welfare D0partmont, and

•
. white, were agreed that the [,wOlli1t of Negro



1.

This theory is born" out by soml' of thn comrn('nts of tho

2.

both color00 end ';'Il'i te, thGt SlefJ p.l:d her

-5";

Colored leadnrs sny thnt each ypar thouscnds

cost o'::f-livinr:, tho Nog-roGs Gro no longor se read~r tQ do this.

On tbJ ottur hend. workers in

answer that th0re are l!1I'.ny spec ial

of G family r.nd thoreby hrd suggest0d

straightening out the difficulty, but

Jropcr invGstigntions to find the ccuses for

house investigators on this survo,r, who i'iscovered many

h,::.d bo"n jT",r:lly h,-"nding out reli ()f

rna;,' be surr:marized as follows:

familios. Now. hOWeV01", b"cnuso 0f hirh rents and general high

sPjnt on rolief to Hugrou:: thct i13 a mfJ!'e VlUporizlltioD 0

f"milies aidod and thlt little constructive work is

Welfare De~nrtLGnt why BUyS th~t they ere

who wore pr!~ctically without friends in Detroit.

structive work witl! Negr6~s difficult.

Survey in which sho discovered tho c!~SO
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3. J?eoplo aro hlo,,'m b~v tho iI" first names
onlyalid it is hard to ohock u~ on tho
f aId l;r •

1\,1'\1'1 t"l Stcte

Grodes
Moxicun
Scandno:w
Swedes
Guliciun
Spr.nish
Bcll?:ir:n
l,:leltu&
Serb
Turk
Bulg".
D:utch
Unknow

GRAND TO

271
54
25
23
20
18
18
15
14
11
11

9
5

318
4

IHJI;TImR
Co1orod White

ColoTiJd White

Married 196 309
Singlo 6 18
Widowed 44 109
SOi)orl",ted 72 73
Divorced 6 16

Tote1 324 525
Unknown 0 5-----
GR:,ND 'lVi'i,L 324 530

NATIOH:JJITY

4. Negroes aro very so If-willed and it is
hErd to work out IJ. sch0me for family ,
rehabilitation that they nru Willing to
follow.

Numbor----

5. The dep/'.rtment doC's not unel crstHnd ho\'!
to handle the N8gro prob18Jn adequatoly
and needs the assistnnco of lenders of
tte race.

C01~ARATIVE "~lALYSIS OP 854 ACTI~~ CASE~S~~~~.
CENTHAL DISr,'RICT Ql;1 'rIm DE1AHTL;;;;ni.v OF· .2UBLIC

Amc,rican
panadian
.flolish
Ita1i3.U
English
GaTTeM
Russie.l1
Syrinns
JO\'IS
Irish
Austrians
Scotch
Slavs

Tho contellts of Tabiu 4 urc indic,'.tad by its titla •

.. T.t,BLE 4

\



Numb r.r----

1

Colored

10-210 yrs.
5-10

.0- 5
Unkaovm
GR'::l~D TOT -,':.L

COLom:D WhI'!' :.;

6 45
1

1 6
1 18
3 El
7 43

35 102
122 117
139._ 11_

31·'1,
10

32<h
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TIEE IN DETHOIT

245
1
6
5

25
34

TII,e 1:1 L~ITED ST~TBS

Vlbi to

Numbor

(

1

318

Colo rod

\

TOTLL
Unknovm

GRlJlD T O'.i' /l.L

Lifo
60-70 yrs.
50-60
40-50
30-·10
20-30
10-20

5-10 .
Loss t:tro.n 5 ~r.<:'s.

~e
70-80 yrs.
60-70
50-GO
30-40
20-30



AGE AT AEPLICATI

.9
5.3

1000
17.9
,26.3
13.2
19.7
3.
2 >

Co1ordl

4
6

57
,'l,2

89
173
137

o

contimwd

-8-

3EHT

Humber---
Colored Whito

3 7
17 19
32 70
57 68

,84 9tJ
42 138
63 80
12 13

9 7---
'" 319 500

5 30

324 530

Tl~EL:S 4 -

,;b2,3

Co1oro!',

309
---1_5 _

5
8

20
37

"-15
114

10----

TOTAL

UnlmOWll

GR:.ND TOT1J.

GRAND TOTAL

J'OT.'..L
Unknown

,;)60.0Q,.~70.00
50.60- 60.00
40.00- 50.00
30.00- 40.00
20.00- :':0.00
10.00- 20.00

5.00- 10.00
1.00- 5,00

II one

80 - 90 yrs.
70 - 80
60 - 70
50 - 60
40 - 50
30 - ,10
20 - 30
15 - 20

/
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TABLE 4 - continued

Color eelVib it e

NU~lbcr

1
o
4,

1'1,
21
35
60
86
65
37

323
I

Co:\.ored

39

33

31
·43

150

White'

.QQCUPATION S

20

34
32

18

NUInber

140

[QMBER OB' CHILDRt1J

Cvlored

CarjJenters)
Contract'ors)
Painters)

More thnn 10
1-0
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
o
TOT,\L
Unlmown
GRAND TO'r:ili

Unskilled
laborer

Sear~stross )
Laundress )
Cooks ) 111
Maids )

l~iachinists )
Gari:lgemen )
Auto .t.'lat1t)

0,,1 Jo bs)
Day Work)
Housework



'.'IEEI:LY V1AG'~

TABL.8 4 "" continued

6
16
56
63
16
l?

11

White

Number

r

Colored

324

2
3

19
50

7
11
1'1

9
68

138-_.._-

4
76
39
10
73

1
17
82
15

2
5
o

324

~ Number

Colored

CA~SES OF DISTRESS

S OF.lCl 0 omrne n t mrr~l be
r

As the above tables present a

-10-

Old Ar:e
Desertion
Widp\!hood
Disabled
Illness ()hysicall
111:less (mental)
Irrprisonmc;nt
Unem)loyIDon t
Insufficient Income
Divorced
IT on-sl~LlPort
Deportation

GRA.."lD TOTAL

None
Un]mown

GRAHD '::OTAL

Over ,~50.00
" ;!,4140.00 - !p50.00
30.00 - 40.00
20.00 - 30.00
15.CO - 20.00
10.00 - 15.00

5.00 - 10.00
5.00

~etroit less than ton yoars. The
)

Welfare oases,

Tho figures for length of time

families to b0 a new grol'p. as

no sir:mificant variations



Fro!:: figures on the age at application it

The cause her oaftel' given

Cases from the De~srtment

the causes of distress uno.rr which

The following cases, selected as

visor of each of tho two districts

group aro classified, the colored case a

Wi'OVJhoOcl, and unemployment. while the

physical illness.

Cl fc.rc'ily ".1'e nur:lerous .nnr1 complex.

presented to gi~e the

receiving rolief from the Dopartmont 0

tress.

she~t of each case. It has been pointed 0

case w!or~ studios thlct to give

unsound because the factors bringing

heve Pl'-oportionatoly a grect8r number of child.ren, but

not true of the Negro populntion ns

pOJul~t(Lon section of this ruport.

Some cnution must bu takon in

-11- /"

thut on tho whole the c:Jlorud group pay a slightly higher rent

than Whites.

ages of 20 and 40. Accordinp; to the 1920 population figures.

that 64.1 per cent of the colored ap~licants are between tne

50 Del' cent of the Negroes in Detroit were between tho/ages 0

25 and 44, and the Public Welfare De~nrtment is

ly 0 high percentage of c~se8 from these cctiVB ages.

the colored f~milius ~pplying

:;.re childless tbm vlhite. In ethor \'lords, tho colored
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A. CasGs from the Contral District

Caso 1.

Case of Lloyd 34 und Estelle 21 lind three
sLall cLildrcn. M*. worked as laborer
Q~laid off for five weeks. Lives with
sister-in-law who charges ~lO week, roon~
and board. Four necks in arrears. Wants
food order. W. in Eloise as mental case.
i::>ister-in-lo.vJ 'cayee for children; but un
able to caYe for tLem 10n~er without puy.
I'!. cannot fine. 'Clark. ~\'Io yours lut-er f.i.
in Jackson prison on cl:/irge of rape; sister
in-lo."," asks relief for cure of M's and Vi's
c~i1drcn. M. di0s in Jrison. Sister-in
luw mudG beneficiary in insu~'['nce policy a
~COO - money to be used for tho carc of t
or", ildron.

Case: 2.

w. w~s born in Goorgia in 1894.
v'1:i1,,) "l'r: \"i[eS vcr;l' young. She complc,teCl
fifth grnde ,tn.gC of 14 ana wes unable
tinue" further as she hEd to keep hou
broth;r and younger ehildrn. In 191
GeorgiI': Ind cl:'me to Chi .0. D-- nn il
mete child, born in u rgin cDmo to Chicc.
\'Ji th her. Fobrurcry, 1920 met ~n" rTi
John \'/ns born in September 1920.
left husband 1:'8 he W:18 cruel to he'
1922 Joseph was born; his f~th8r ~

3Lc hr:d him proscct:ted r:nd Lc. gnve
tovmrds bn.b;y-r S Sll,tlport. Joseph d.
1924. In Lnrch 1924 W. c.nd chilO
Ypsil'll1ti tu sistor's - working i
lenving her chilaron with her sis
sre brought her childron hore 1'..11
lish a homo for thorn. W. is shi
mornl. T[LY~cS wnsllir:!f'. Bohina i
touch 'aith St. lik.r;"s Hos;>it<.l t,
.l:'on8iol1 'md givon tompornry 1'e110

*In tl.is stUdy "J,;" monns Mr:n



Cnso 4.

Cns e of the fcoily 0 f Andy ['n<1 El i z[' agee)
39 I:'.nd 25 rospectin'ly t:nd tl:r'ir six bhi1r1
reno :i!'r:mily sought relief b"cl.uSLJ of unom
ployment [lnd illness. Bills e'.ue first on
Mnrch 11, 1925. W. formerly mDrri~ii in
South. b. h"s five chi1~ren by first ~lrriQ?"

M. given job clenning ~11cys. April 6, 1926.
M. in County Jni1 uwaiting tria1,for rape 0
his 14 :"Coer 01(1 dnughter. D,-,ughter Me; ·mo .
both progl1llnt. Hobert, ege ton, in Detention
How) for st".;;ring out Into; Hubert l:t:s been in
Detention HOD8 for toking porked cars. lihud
sUPJos0d to hcve hn~ relations with men.
docs not think 1.1. b~i1ty. te's cnse cnl10d
working for n Construction Compcny at 50
Nothing further nbout the trin1.
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This caso ccme to
of l'ublic Ik1fr,re
tina tho womnrt, e widow, cnme
cause she was unable to oorn ono
koep even with Lor expen,ti tur
know }em'l to reno. or I'Jri te. He
a stort ti~e before Ehe npp1ier
She has three children depend
fnni ly ccne to Detro it froe Hi .
but the'woEcn could give no ante
was they Dove' hero other then
it ','!I,r: four or five J'enrs a
they left the ehil.1ren in t
husbl nc'. Cl'r.Jin" he re nlone.
nn:'l returner' to Hicb1~n,'1., ('yin
after. The ~ODnn ~oos not r.
husband r1ied although she <"i
for the funeral. At this ti
Calho~n, sent her money, she
pay railroad fare to Detroit fo
children. Upon her arrival i
went to her son, George's hou
there for some time but at 1
However, she has moved sever
the cuse CL~e in up to th
1926.



-14-

J'uring a )"riad of f1':e mont:ts, March to
,"'1~' of thi,; ;;'c'a~', sh'> has boen in .the office
(,1' t],o D•.). W. 19 times, eaoh time reoeiving

" 'el"" f(,n ",1 nvoragc OI ,,. ~.()O . or room rent and.
p·oc.};ics. She is in ill health, unable~to

t-/'rn more t:han ,~2.00 p(;r week ut t.he most.
~h,ll~co the eldest of the tbree~epen~nts,

··s<.;113 "pnl'ors, bnt i'd-s income. is not evon
-sufficient to supply hiDlBelf .wi.th.-cJ.et1;hing.
~h8 woml'.n so fur r_lls not· been· able to E,stab
liEn 1,;, roe01'd tho birth of her three depend
unt cllildron, ~or re~id0nc8 in Dotroit, 8nd
AS 8 conseqllf'nce hns not beon ablo to rocoiv
tl,o bel18fitu of tho MotL3r '8 Pen8ion. Until
+:11[' e.'Jovc, 18 (,stahlisl:eo, 1o]oore is no doubt
:,};,--,t the D'Jpr.rtl~nnt Ol" Pt'blic Welfere will
hnva to cnre for t11ia cnse.

C!'.sa 5

. This case first C3.Ill8 to the not.ice o·
Welfare DopartlJent on August 26, 19::05. A
this time the vii fe, Mary, came to the off
so'l101 ting r.-,o:lGy to Jla~' for rent whic am·
ed to ,~8 per ·,'lfH,k. She stated that
husband, WilliBlll, at this time washed
cc;;nission an,1 th<lt because of delinqu
payiE?, tho rent the If,ndlady had rder
to move if the rent was not pai'
imr"odiat c fu tura •

The case was investigated by
public Welf~re. It WRS found tho
his ~resent offi~loymGnt of TIBshing
able to support the f~mily -- 80:
only 75¢, ~hile on other days
enough to ):18et his abligation
fOlma. tb",t M"r,r's mothJr hp.
1'1')'lOI't a. r ;,]-.'3 f!',I:lil;y', b\1t t,
in :".':ijjet 1.. ,"E C~lt dot.~!n her (:F::r
1:~r7rR two children, both boy
1,uGb:md '?Jere ns yet too young
beinr: [}~8d ninr:; ~l(;~lrS, VJbilc
yo !Irs old.

:..From the tiEo th~lt the womnn...f
. Dopartr.Jent of .?ublic Wnlf!:lre 0
17, 1926, the couple, aither

,1:.1" Vel ':i sit eo th", sa iel offio 0

about once every thre" weeks
~isits Lavd tean for the purp08e
.:f=ds to payoff rent. The man h
the sixth ,-;rede in school, but ha
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'·.ily educ"ti on since thut time. It w!:.s upp':rently
im)ossiblu for tim to kuop a job other than westing
c"rs bec.:use of his r.ol'.l tL. Bu' wes often forced to
qui t and consequently conld not told !l prc;ring jeb
for c.ny longtt of time. The womm Wf.S likewise
in illbJf'.1 tho She \"lCS vnr-:l lllervous l'.nd tr.is is duo
evid~ntly to ~ ment:'l condition for at anD time sh
wns in a psychopathic Hospital in Cincinnati. For
this reason she is \mfi t for work and. furtherl'1or
is h{'.rd to got clang with. From time to time th
were forced to move to different rool'1ing houses fo
dolinquoncy in Jnyine ront. TLe conoition of tt·~

f'.CmilV \'1.. 8 tho result of tViO fnctors - (1)
Insufficir:nt ouxq<.tion, ospecinlly on the pert
tho m~n; (2) Illness with nIl Dembers of the fam

B. CrsoG from tho ~~storn District

C:'S0 1

"r s p~rents liv0~ in Nnssnu,
tr.eir f.".rrJ. VI. eno of 18 cl,ilc1 ron. All but
r.r:vn c ieel., SOLlO in infcncy, sOmO uft()r grov;
W•. was ahout the middle one of these child
born in 1895 in Nassau. Mother died at
of 51.. Her father sold the farm len
Liami, Be was D. bricklayer.

Couple were married in 1908 in ;1
West Indian also, sejlD.rated short
birth of their only child 10-18-10
cared for har orin child, and the .t
ana of har deceased sisters. When
these children came and get thOI!l
Detroit A}ril 1925 as sh·] had a me
livillf, h0ro. Bocc:.mo illegitimetol
e married man cnd expoets confinome

Beth W. tmu 15 your old duufht
wont to scLool once in I'. wlc.ilo.
not '.n·ito. Deughtr r h.'~s complo

w. Baptist.

'i/. did lcundry \'Jork in Mil1mi. I'. T

Drughtnr a dish1.'lrtshor in r, resta
cen get \'Ie rk.
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WI S sister unwilling to help and claims unable.
Is digusted with W.- W. ~ld daughter placed by
this (lep.~rtllwnt wi th Ii fm:Jily Whose rent We ere
pnyinG'. A.YJ. occnsion.~l food order hns been given.
Dcuf,hter h:'.s been working off amI on enrning $8
e- weck whon working. I'Icrrtlllt secured for alleged
fnthDr but 1.',/. has dono nothing to\'!ards pressing
tLis. This mnn has been giving her money from
time to time cilld he-a promise~ to support the baby'
on arrival. We h2ve so far been unable to control
the situation. After birth of baby an effort
will be made to secure II. work wi th the baby nnd
place the daughter under the care of the Girl's
~rot3ctive Leaguo.

Case 2.

M. born near Atlanta. Georgie. in 1885.
bout the middle child of 12 children. some
previous marriage. The mother inherited the
from her first husband who fied. M's father
TIorkod this farm ['~d 1I. nlso worked on the farm
until 1902. Completed only tLe third grade i
scrool. The younger children wen far as
7th and 8th grades.

W. waB born in 1902 in Georgia.
children. Father worked a farm

ti. came to Detroit in 1902. live
years. Went to Chicl1go an(l lived ther
Worl::L ',V2.r. Has in Cump Gordon, Atlnnt
during the war. In 1919 returne<J
[\n(l. married W. in 1920. This wa
marriago of o[\ch. Returned to De
in 1922. Three children born 1922
8-19-26 all in Detroit.

M. never sick as far as he rem
a ;year af,o. Is now suffer ing fr
ceiving treatment at the Board
Children suffering from summer

M. completed 3rd grade, W. the

Since leaving the farm in 1902
pnperhanging. In 1922 earnod $ .
day. After the war in Atlanta he
job earning $7.00 a ~eek and room an
first returning to Detroit in 1922 h
janitor's .job earning ~~30.00 a month an
und a place to sleep in the boiler room
provide elsewhere for W.



Case 3.
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coved to e five roo~ house with
inside toilet, ITl."\s and electric.
Net very f,ODd.neigr.borhood.

been living in n very unsnni,t'n'y

Fl."\cily 1'.l."\d just
shed. No beth,

· }i'eir condition.
Ren t ,.535. H[\ve
house.

FOEily Lnve been reoeiving relief on occount ef
1',[I S lup.tic.cendition p.nd WIG pr8!tnnncy. VI. hps
just boen confin8d. M~ cnring for tho two
children 'it horw ~illd Infont V,'elfnre nurse 'dsit
ing nnd suporvisinr,. Reliof to be continued
until I.i-' s condit i on "I~lrrrnts return to '."ork.
is G lirht colorod, sickly '~.I)pcf1rinr :-.nd
str.!"Jr:0rs. J<'l·.!",ily rore poor t;vpe. !iOEC novor
kept up. Totnl rGlief r-i'l"c!:. food .~330.00,
r0nt;?2J.0 .00, Ylo,.. ing $5.00, conI '::;3.68, totr.l
,~548 .68.

There were eight children rangi
years to tho infant born 9-27-2
born 8-11-24. The man 's father cnr.Je
October 1919, securod work et good
mrill fo11oweu in two months ill1d bro
All ff:J.1i 1y no rrr.nl.

W. was an only child.
and drove a buggy for
at the age of 21. had one child.
deserted and she was married to

· M•. th ird gr "de W.
boy is in the 6-A
grpdo, 10 yr. olft
2nd. Protest~1t.

Before coming to Detroit U. w
· in n jllou/,::n fp.ctory. Wngos $13.

r'lonth. On cor.ling to Dotroit Dec
vlorkoil. for the, 1::,lse'Y \.l],()(Jlv C~~l~:.;;
:\28.f30 r. W'i.;]: for tl'," :~irst r'O!1t
l:w(k "ft/,r thnt. he \.,n.B "1~ploY8

the,n out of I'Jork for ,:: ;lTf'''r o,n:l
t u rncJ. to thu K"lllC'y Whc' el Cor:jlc
fyo~ 75~ to 60t ~n hour. Since
"V(,r~R,.d frol~ J30.00 to a35.00 n
l,.y off Eincn April 1022 h'lS
TL,' ru hreve b"un soven:l l'lyof
LI. is nt prCl<;cnt ,l.lployC(l 'It tl
(!.ny 1NorLint-! 2 f.1.n:'-1 ~ llfl~)r~f' a \"Joe'
;_r~l~l l'_~ll1J.dry vJork before r::nrr
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Soon aftor coning to Detroit f~iily st~rtod

buyin~ a hone for $4,900. They hudp~id on
over ~700 Dhon tho L~n was unooployod ~~Q lost
the ~ono. They havo nevor been cblo to st~rt

buying ~gnin.

Funily pnys ~45 a nonth ront for fivo rOor:1S
pno beth. H~se in good locality, gooe condi
tion. They have lived thore ono yeer and
Lonth. Thero ure no roonors or boarders.
Funily has two adults and eight children.

Fran DeCember 1920 to April 1921 and i'roD
Au~ust 1921 to Februnry 1922 the fuv.ily receive
continuous relief in the forn of n grocery orde
The I:1~ ~id unpaid work for the city in return
for this. Their incone was supplenented by
rilk tickets during tr.e full and I'linter of
nn:l 1925 with five grocery orders of $10 • .00 e c
during the winter 'Nhen th8 ran VI~,S Inir off
Tho incone WGS egnin supplorented in Augus
The only problo!:. in tr.is farjly has been unen
ploynent an" insufficient inccw'> for so In
far:-,ily. They are self-respecting, ~oor, typ
frrcil;'7. children clepn [lni' well kept, Rcli
"ivelD. M. vlOrk(,d for City in excb:mgn.
~ A .ll."

4;i253.74 , sLoes :,;.12.75, cant .;::24.00 -
~elinf given'llno work dono, FOOl~. $.70(:1
'!t'62.16, cout ";;28.13, shoes ;;;:5.00 Tot

ll" stntes thn.t in Colur.bus. Geo 1
grow up the colored people can va
but not for ccny otJ:er offico unless
.~1500 prOiJorty or Lore. 11. has clvJn~
poll tnx but ,lifo not ovm t':::,opert;1' enou
Alwuys votoce for prosiclent 1111_1 tes f'.lw
sinoe 001::in6 to Dotroit. Mentioned
in the factorieR the foronon brin
/lnd nc.kc the eoloroi' people '1'oto
tickQt. SL~ic~ [1I:ny of tho colorl'Hl. va
up thnt cittor beonuso of being bou~h
eneel into it nlr,ost p~l ttl'> colore
Donocrntic tl~oui'L et henrt ttey
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Caso 4

M. was born in Georgia in _1875. Vlns one of
four chilL~ron. The fathor l'JOrked the far!» on
sheros. A youngor brother TIent to school u
litt18 but M. and tho athol' three nevor wont.

W. was one of eight ohildren. Her grandmother
was sold away from her husband and two ·<.Jo-'_ldr-Or.
in Virginia end was brought to Georgia with two
babies. W's father b~ing one of these two. Th
grandmother always pined for· the other children.
but When freed am came W' s father and h-is brother
were settled in Georgia, and she never' went back
or learned what became of them. W's father alsc
vJOrked a farm on shares, grew cotton and. corn
Of the eight children only two are living.
died after -growing u·p. Two of T. B.; one 0
'fevei ' • Some went to the .3rd grade-in sch
sarno the 5th. .

Jri. died in 1921 in a little plac
Bethlehem. Georgia, whore he Vlorke far
sharos. W. worked out. Camo to Detroi
Juno 1922 to be with a nioco Who had'
who returned to the South and died Ap
W. broup.;r.t only tho youngest child. Ess~

born Ootober 1920. when she CI'.me 0 D
JUly 1923. Loft tbe throe older
mothor noar Atlanta. W. returne
in i'lUrch 1925 and soon nfter
~nd sistoI' joined hoI'. c~d ,
with hal'.

W. is at middle age and not vo
mother is 70 yeersold RnG foo
about 59 Yol'.rs old. has boen 'nf c
four yr,·~rs. Refuses to hevo med ical··..
possibly has somo internel growt
not vory rugr.ed -- es t'.oro has be
T. B. in tho family they are to

U. no education. W

w.

Fnmily occupy n littlo co .
and toilet. Rent $25. month
nCl,-:ct ',uc1_ cluM. The occupcn ,
and four chil{ren.



505.50
171.00
15.40
15.00
10.00

Food
Rcmt
Coal
Shoes
Dentures

Cnse 5

Totnl Rolief Given
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Unn Vl['.S bern 9-6-96 in UtuL, Alab.f1ffio,
cLil:lr('n. Fnthor workoi'. nt n logging cam
kill erl ,by f.'111 of n log [l!1'd Ll 1 s g:rnnd Pt~

brouf'ht up trJ t,'IO chil:lren w1:.ile their
workoCl out. L,oth"r cliect whon 1,i wne 2
gT:-.ndfn.thcr \:,Jorltc(:' ,~. f::-~rrr on ehnr

~. wns born 4-~3-98 in Birmingh
1'.11 only chilct. l.[othor rJarriod !C.
ctescrtod wh8n sho Vias fOLlr TJollths 91,".
I:lother ['.!1(1 81:0 liv8d wi tl: the grene,'
m.other y}orko( ·ou t l't housowork nnc'
Thure 1'101'0 110 0 ther childrc,n in t
grun-:1fnth,r LlI·me·,1 his ,JVlll hor;e in
U public dn;;'! for r:halosnlo

j,I. was r",l~-ri(,,:\ ,";t 19, \'I, ['.t
to DotrGit, in 1918. 'vitt thoir
always wnn t!}r' to corr,e Il arth ['.nd
8vory npportunity tu S00 whore
in Detroit sinco 1918. ~. rotu
parenttJ for ccnfine;nent c,f' tho so
chilll, They heve hc.d six chileln
Fnnily [':ot ['.lc,ng 1'1011 until about ~
wr-,un j,i. VICS firo,-' from Forrl ];lete
hospi t':.l at 'the tir::e, c,Jl1finec1 w
child. M. uncblo to secure s L~

since. Lc,st his proport:\" teak t~ rink"
caf'".e irritable tovHlrrl tho family enel
assume responsibility. Sep~rntecl in
In.July M. brnk6 his lug nnel ~~s i

. anrl \1. trio'l li,-inr.- wi th hirJ 11

W. should be eligible for n llother's ?ension,
'but hns boen u!1nblu to prove two ;\,ears rcsiclence
in IAichigen. Also has giv<Jn unccrtnin info1'

mntion as to M's death and ~o hnvc not succeeded
in verifying it. W. npfcnrs to be truthful but
illiterate. Hns received roliof continuously
sinco August 1925. '/'Ihole fnmily to bo exnmine,l
et T. B. Clinic r.ncl 'nfflictd.' sister-in-leVl to
bo cxnminod et Clinic.
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for only throB DGEks. H. fin~lly ~oserte~ in
Jr:nu .....ry 1926 ['.n·:·. hns not beun henrd frerl since.

11. 1'!r:s hit en tho h<3ncI wi tle n be,sebnll bnt sevornl
yonrs ['.go ~n(l \1. has tleought sor.leti~<os thcct this
effected. his mincl. Ii. sickly ,enc; norvous from hor
do~ostic troublos though atcut IJ.n~ honlthy npponr
ing. NO~8 of the chil~ron nro very ~oll tj_c·u~h

nothing rlJ.~ically wrong. Baby born 6-17-26 has
always beon sickly.

Lits cr..uc~tion nc't known. \l. sa~T8 he clio not have
!Juch Gf nny. \1. c0r.:plc tee' tho 8th grede. The
Gl'.lest chilc1ron, f:'.ge 9 [,,0'.1 G, ~ttenj school.

Protustant.

E. alwai(s 'NO rked ['roun(1 nut er:obilos. In tho 8uutt
oC\rnor'tI8 to ~12 0, wooL. '!ilia l ....st f.1(}nth enil half
ho wns thoro onrnc;c, ~)20 n v/r,nk running the g['.r.~ge
f'.~'r Methor man. 'Tleis enablece hir:- to. tr.ve fuwIs
for cc·ming to Detroit. EnployeQ nt ForeI lliotor
about three years. Dischnre:ed about four yoers
Rns workoll for contractors nS plE·.steror. HEls
sinotir:18s onrnorl cs r:1uoh as ,;)13 a dEW nne other

• \~ n. kt lOO S ['.veragecl only 'til 24 or ,125 !l \'ice_

IV. p.ne' hc,r six chil,:ron, ran€,ing in [\
to 2 MOS. live t0get~ur ~ith W'e Dot
b0y of tan yellrs.· The;)' h'J.vc six rO'Jrl
Tho huuse is ,'ilnpic'.['.tcd nne". unprenit,,-
crook ri£'J:t back c'f tho cloor. :!'LG f,.
oa in n0~B snnitnry h~uso ~n the W8St s
v,lith six ro·oms nnC' with a Rc,:"l sized YT\
condition, rent ~30.00 a m6nth. WaDi
by this De~artment.

Far:1ily tas received rnlief durin
account of illn8ss and unemploym
in June. In5. 1,,, located in JUl~l i
['nd r"lief given until October. Reli
in A~ril 1926 on account of desertio
to date. Will have to be continued u
ilan to move fw"ily to Dore sanitary :r
tte bottom of tLn trouble ~ For \lOt
ttroup-L the colored work'3r. see h
any pObsibility of ~'S Teinptatemen
10oat0d. W. fee12 th2~ lee 52 fond
ond that there Dight"bu some ho~u

if he had steady vlorlc. Thinks ]JOSS

old fri ends l'1ight got word to~hirJ in ,8

way if thoro wero incontive fo is ~etu

sur'] t)w.t he is not far awl.lY b er



)476.00
5c~.48

160.00
18.;';(1

'J.75

)738.73

Food
Milk
Rent
Co:cl
Sl. 0" s
G!~S c,nd "Ie c.

-
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T~ble 5

Tot~l Relicf Giyon

C!'.nsas

Dr" roth
Du8crtiu:J..
Tnbl ranlesi8 of fllct: nd
r'l"c'nit .. 0'" "ll'-b'lld• ...,(. .'./ .1. .... W _.

ono to tell her ',nythini! of his v!hercf'.boutE.

The I,'J..othLr's .2cnsion Dn.,)f'.rtrr.(;nt

hotler's 20nsiun Dcp~rtDcnt

bc;low:

which the, .?,Jnsien \"!~S gr:-:ntod in 114 C':80S is

125 colored Dothcrs on its list in Au~ust 1926.
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C[':SU 1

Since coming to Detroit two illld fl h"lf yerers "go
i,r. '''orkGd regul"rly flt the Ford Motor Plnnt; He
Wf\S ul1o.blo to accur.mlnt'J[,cI1y scvings bGcnuse of
tho large faMily. M. wns sick with pneumonia for
ele';(cn Cl.ays. The funorfll oxpGnses wore pcid by
the 1'. W. D.

W. is strong and healthy looking. She is slow ,.nd
Cf\sy going. She r!l!1rried M. in Duncfln, iHssissippi,
Februcry 1,1910 when she \'}[".s 17 years old. Before
r.le.rriq,e she vlOrked '-s n housemeid. She hcs had
oight children. Ono child died in infcncy. Becnuse
of lr,rge frnily of child:ren and smnll b1:b;'1 she is
unable to do ['.ny \'JOrk outside of thG hom8.
Depnrtmont of rublic Welfc.re has helped ':I. since lei's
def'. th.

J!'cmily {i:'.-c(-in color ed so'cti on north of Dflvison
Avonup. i 'i'hey rent tbree scroll der]: roons in a four
f!lL1ily lio\l§.d. The bor.w is very poorly kept and
kitcben was dirty. W. and the children were cleo
but very poorly clothed.

According to W. fnmily nrc in good health.
ayes trentod ~t CbilrIron's Hospital, August
Diagnosis, Interstitinl Keratitis
etiology but not oonfirmed.

Orfl is robust ·-·nr. 1,:crp:G for hoI' Ege.
nble to get work nuring the summer vacatio
in "A, Z grade. Con[luct and effort go
sent 26. F~orence, 3B grflde, conduct ~

fair. Days absent 12. 1fury, 2A~ Y f,ra
and effort goor. Days absent 31. Rosel
conduct and effort gOOd. Days absent

Family should move into larger house.
clothing for t};e children" Have enti
examined at Board of Heal~h.

Case 2

h. l,orn in Georgia, one of three Chl
cl iurJ vlhen the chi.J,dren wore young and
thorn U1J. L,. bel'illl workin~; out When vo
only fiv8 yoars 01[1 '.vhen he first wor::e
nurso for children. He was a hired han
Wl:en.iI, firs~ k.'1evl him~ r;,iv fr:rmed ?n sher s
mc,rr lOCi. I',;. was nn InV81.Ld for e Ii_,ht year
his IJrtl'ly P.',nrrind lifc "nd W hf'.d to JJ1P.ke t
Leter Lif s hccnl th grew bettor nnd he .\Vas at
1.1so preached on Sundny. I,i. died in l.Inrch
High Shonls, Georgia, of thc "flu", Was 50
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W•. born neClr Skull Shoo.ls. Coneo County, Georgia,
one of ten child:ren. W. stated that she hf',d el
Wf'ys boen told th~t she WI'S tho daurhtor of
~_-."-_--,.,,....' ovmor of the pl'.'.ntaticn on v'hi ch they
lived. \'lIs mother mnrriod to mren by tho n'.'.rr.c of
Bonnet rend ~rs brothers QUG sisters W8re children
of this union. W. aid not have nny schooling.
Wns hired out when a child and nursed until 16 yenrs
of age when she wns marriod to M. in High Shoals,
GeorgHl. ':I. has had 11 children, ten of \"lflL'DJ 'lro
living. After tho death of M. in High Sho[\ls, \'/.
continued to farm fer a year and a half. After
tht<t time she rna "ec', to Athens, Georgia with SC'!T.O U

her children and stayed there a year working out.
Several of W's boys and l3'irls carno to Detroit thin'-
ing that advantages for work were better here.
later followed them, ijoming in the fall of 1923
.Stated that she did v y well at first when the
children were with he nd the boys and girls w
ing, but children gradually left hor.:e--one daughto
married and tl:ree sons bec['rne very wil '" ere
no help to Vi.

W. living in a colored nnd Jewish section jus
Hastings Street. She hI'S six comfornable roo,
the se~ond floor of lerge house. W. rents 0
front rooms to a man. House is cornfortab
cd nnd woll kept. Is not very woll orren
koeping roomr,rs, as rooms are in a row un
be passed through in order to reach othor

W. largo nnd very light in
education, but has naturel refine
ideels. Has e very kind arid plen
talks wr,ll "ncr'"freely. Vi's he 1''.1 t
However, she is ab18 to "Jork J~ost

w111 rRocive somo essistflnce from
Willierns, (pension cesn) whon she
house. This ~ill make n diffrrenc
por f'lol)th, a8 sinr:lG, roomer 1'1]-0

hnve tcL,p,:o 'lt th'1t tIm,'. Shl] d
" but cnrries insurnnce.

Cnse 3

VI. knowf\-vnry littl,'
camu oror:in"ll~' frolr. Cincinnati
nothinp,: of his poople. Docs notitll
any f[;mily Ii ving. ,.Thought when
th"t ho vIas 11 goo'i m~ nnd woulcl
chil~rGn well, but inst"nd of thi
\'lurk Tnu",t of the time, and live
~other. M~.wus born in Ohio.
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W. wns born in Ccrd~lL, GDurgin, ono of four
children. Sh8 wont only tu the third grf'.de in
school, ~d m~rri8~ first when only 16. Has
three children by her first husband nud after
his doath camo to Detroit to live with hor sister,
thinking she could gut plenty of work. ~~s not at
all wall r,nr"' nc,t nble to work for som8 time aftor
coming hare. Her me-ther '--,nc) fnther [,lso came with
hsr nnc! toc,k cnye of hc'r nftcr cc'ming horG.
fuil~rod, tho third child, wns bord nftor W. camo
to Detroit, in Horman Kiefer Hospital. Lnter W.
mot M. here Gnd ~GrriecJ him. He dcsertod in
sevaral me'nths time, nnil. she hm, one child by h
stillborn.

W. livos with mother, who has tho lower four ro
of n doublo house which is occupiod by three
families. Vi's uncle lives on the lovler floor a
the adjoining- house; house is situi'ted in fl. color
ed neighborhood. Surroundings on the outside
qUite dirty and unattractive, but inside ho
Vias fGirlJT clean though disordorly.

W. is small and thin, very quiet and r
sponsive. It nns rether hErd to get much infor
tion from hor, but sho did not give the im
thot sho wns trJTing to conceal Qnytl'.ing.
very styong. ::mo dclUghter has e bad heart
improving.

W. does housework for two fnmlli. ,
~4 per we81c. Uncle hns given W. BO
with the children nnn will continue
little so long ns he has nork.
property nor does shu cnrry in
not rnve nny dobtE, howevoy.

Case 4

M. ',Jas born in New Orleans
tr-rough tho sevonth grodo.
a fiYemnn on a rivGr bOD.t; at t
child altr-ough he hod not bGen ~a

moth'cr had beon caring for this chi
abouts of this child's P.lothor !lre
present. He ["arriad VI. at the a
~hey assumed the care of the chi
reMained in New Orleans, where
born, until they were burned 6u
ago. Thon thAy caLle to Iletroi
immediately emPloyed as switchD
HouDe, remaining in this position
He had always been unusually wel-1- 1:1
pectodly about an hour after comin'
on January 29, 1924. W. states
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steadily and had boon a good husbend end father.
They had never applied to ~!llY org[Ul izati on lor
help.

W. wac born in New Orleans ~here she attonded
sohool to thE; sixth grade. As her pl:crents died
when sho was young sho was brought up by her
grandmother, who, at an early ago, placod her to
work p"rt time while. she attonded school.
Until Ler mnrrh,ge, at about 19 years, she did
housework •. She h>::,s had three children]; Fe'lix,
Alfred .and . Joseph. At tho Qrete of home visit
(February 18, 1924) sho expoc~ed ,nyhour to bo
t~k(m to thf; hOS1Ji tal for 'fourth confinement.

W. lives on first floor of fairly good frame
bUilding in fair neighborhood of Negroes,
Itnlillns, and Syrians. hOUse Wns clem unO. well
ordered" [md lIlaS furnisted \'Ii th substentiul
furniture.

W. is a Negro of tho better type, plensant, neat
~'nd quiot. She tr:lkod roadily nnd seemed to
toll ~n'accnrato story. W. is probably not
espeoit,lly rcmbitio11s but h!1.s done·) fairly l,'lell
considerinl'; tho opportunities she has hnd. Vi
statos tr:nt thoy havo never had [l Doctor in De
excopt for confinements. Childron usnall wol

W. is her own support. Sh8 dOGS not hevG
to aid her in her struggles. She does
proporty nor dors Gho Levo any debts.

C'1S0 5

M. vn:ts born in i!'loric:f:1., \~Jorked in D. b
Clovelfmd, V!hCCl H. first knevi him.' Fol
Dotroit WbHj she co.me here to sto.y wi th
\Til) in D,etroit r.i. workocl longost for t
'Coppe:r enet ·Br!lss works, thun w;s out 0'£
long tiffio uxcopt for sGall irrogul£r jo
unlJ.blo to :3upport fr.u;;il;y but nover h~d

quarrel with W. Ho luft on February
1',o.s ne)ver bcrm hl'erd from sincc. VI. thln
left becnusc of his inability to supor-
VI. I'lac born in Georgia, w'Jnt'to the
sohool, beg~n to work in a leundry in lac
Georgia when 12 j yonrs old. llont to Clovel
hor paronts in ~915, worked here in n laundr
]!;ibIna \'Ies born '.vhe:n 1Il. and rJ. were mo.rr i
no mllrriage certifioato. Stetos sh~ wn
ClevellJJlil in SOjJteP.'lber, 1916. Af'ter he
\'1. dill not work outsil1 e of' her O'VIn hom
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vms out of I'lork in Detroit. SheJ then elicl lQune'.ry
work in her mother 's hoce, "Ih icr: wns in th0 Oi ty.
'.ias r:ble to support herself rnc' tl:e five chile' ron
in this wny' Moved to the Eight Mile Rand in May,
1924 and is unnble to do ns much work ns when she
lived in the city. Ber mother eares :;Or the
ehildren two days u week while W. does dny work
nnd \'I. cnres for the chilC'.ren the r est of the 1/1 cek,
has received help from the Public V!elfnre since.

\I •• nnd the children nro living ~ith her p~rents
south of the Eight Mile Ron~ ~nd west of Livernoi
on Greenfield Township in n settlement mede up 0
Negroes. The sheck is set upon posts an:1 has fo
very small rooIT.s. Sloeping concitions nre crowd
Thero is nl~o8t no furniture except beds. The
housu is a long W[:ys from tl::ebus line nnrl from
school. Tho housekeeping is indifferent. W'
brother is buying the lot nnd in Hay, 1924
a shack for his mother nnd sister t

w. is vury large. ellsy going !:nd good
She waEl fr!'.J11: nnr

'
truthful in her stl:tem

Ohildren were poorly clothed. Ii. is weI
her ohild, has beon ill for sevornl mo~t
under tho cr.roof \10 men , s Bo spital Clini
probebly tubl~rcul[>.r. School r0port sta
Marie hf'.d naval horniu. Ii. promise
to Woman's Hospitnl Clinic.

VI. rloesn't hl:vo anyono upon
but tho brother with whom sho lives
to work two or three dnys a wnok.

All tho ohil~run should be given
tiun, 'mc' moticnl cnro for Ji'loronco
follo\'locl up clos"ly. Stl'nc'nr{,s
be rnisncl. U. haR boen ~rnntol

every possible offort is beinr, ..
guard the h8 nl th of the child ron •



churches whose social service

in the Cotlf'JUnit:r Funct Drive.
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Contributions froe

The fOllowinG agonciosdc

At tho present time nIl of these ag3ncie

Amongst the private agencies those of most ,importance

t 'Negro aro the ones having te do strictly with tho colored

A. Orgl.ll1 izationa Worl:ing Entirely wi th Negroes

III. PRIVATE WELFARE AGENCIES

tho

race. Below is givon [l list of the colored welfere Lgcmeie

in Detroit md ['. brief description of the \'Iork of cnc:t.

boards of directors mcde up eitter vartiolly

orgmiz['.tions ['.re llRmmed entirel;).' by colored workers end

colored lnymen.

b;y the Communi ty Fund.

to the ['nnunl emnpnign cflrri ed

Fund for its memb~r agencies. A group

only the Negro givers solicited

1306 pledges to tho Fund. This

of colored men and women contributed t

seotion of tr-_c su.rvc:,r on. cOF.1Jrlunit:,;"

of those pledges according td race

factor ie s wI:. ore they aro employed.

the total numbor of colored contribu

bccn made of colored organizations

drivn.

the rOJort On roliRion:
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ggyllis Wheatley Home -1-

The .2hyllis Wheatley Horn') was CJstc.blished in 1897
for the purpose of providing a Wholesome place of ubode
for aged people. Thc building at 558 Enst Elizabcth,
Which Wns purchased in 1901, accornrnodntes eight pcrsons,
The Bourd of Trustees which is composed of 24 individuals,
hopes to ,'nlnrge the present cnpncity of eight persons
so ns t~nccornmodnte n lurgcr number of applicnnts. The
org2lliz8tion is fin2llcod by the Community Union. A
trnined mutron 11[\s churgo of the horne.

-2-

The Detroit Urben Loarrue

The Detroit Urgan League Wd" established in 1916 for
the purpose of administering to the social needs of Negroes
who were migrating to this city in large numbers. It was
the migration that nirected the actiyities of the League.
Its executive board is made up of whites and Negroes of
high standing and wide influence. Evor since its organ'
zation the League has been [:llaying an importGnt role i
adjusting the newcomers to urban life. It has a woll
trained staff of eight paid workers who aro carrying 0
constructive program.

The Leagu8 has orgunized its aotivities u
folloWing heads: health, recreation, employment nn
ing. The League puts on an [lnnuf'l he ['.1 th ci,mpni
the purpose of instilling into the Negro ,populati
vclue of good hue.l th. It se eks to emphnsi ze the v<
wholesome recrenti, n ['nd to educcte the Neg'ro popu
to tho point whore they will mni::e usc of pley ro
athletic field, recr0~tion centers ~nd oth(.r
leisure time netivities. It I!lf',inte,ins r,n 81llJl
agency to nid the newoomers in finning job
cures oocnings for mun, solects t,nd fits me
investigatos cOTlpl['.ints, nnd in gener['.l doos wh
can to ndjust thl: newcomers to the inclustrir,l 1
Detroit. The Ll:ugue has [Clso done much towar
ternos, for the ~igr~ntsc

-3-

Thc Urbnn Lenguc Center

The Lengue maintains n center on 1564 Chostnut
with [m onrollment of 064. Such notiritios res se
cookin,., music, drnmatics, nro c"rried on by ,tho
but the center illso mf',intains Il baby clinic whic
the yOI,r true ted 1300 indi vidu'll babies who m;>do
Visits to tho clinic.
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Tho Thurm<~n Lucy Brr>.nc1: of tl:e Y. W. C. A.

The Y. W. C.
a oenter of which one of the members
charge. The Y. which has organized
section does work similar to that d
Lucy Branch.

West Side Center

-5-

1. Grade School Reserves
2. High School Girl Reservv3: Work with employed girls

work with businoss women
4. Work witt I'IOr.lon of leisur

who support the organ

The institution hns a teachers'
Vl1:ich there is n nembership of 600 warne
c.re from the South. The organiz['.tion n
dcpccrtments of music, nrt, ci tizensh
The "Y" has feur trainocl vlOrkers on

-4-

At v~rious times of t1:o ye~r musical concerts, art ex
hibits, v~rties, and other entertainments are given.
T1:e c ommU,1 i ty hr,vo !'-lw['.ys !'.tt ended ('.nd ha ve cantr ibu to
their share to the success of the programs.

~continu()d

r1:u centcr has a recreation['~ room for the physical
development of the boys in the neighborhood, to which
the city furnishes a trained worker. More thun u
hundred boys make daily use of the recreational fac
ilities furnished here.

The idea b~ck of the orgrunizGtion is to adJus
Negro girl to Detroit. Thore arc 36 girls in the bu'
ing at 2111 St. Aubin Street. Tho Y. W. C. A. on
t~kes girls who 1:ave no relatives in the city. T
of the orgnnization maY be divided inte four sectio



to a statement of the number of

The folloWing material

Attendance at building.""""""" .-.. """""""""" .-.""
Attendance ut Bible Classes ••••••••••••••••••••
Attendance at Sunday afternoon meetings ••••••••
Number took part in roligious work program••••
I~Icals served·~"""""""II " .. " " " ,," """" """" "" ._~-.,,"" ,II:.
Number of different men lodged in dormitories.
Personal religious interviews •••••••••••.
Number reforred to ohurches ..
Number of Christian deoisions made •••
Number barber shop served •••••••••••
Attendanoe for boys' department ••••••
Number presont at olnb meetings •••••••
Personal interviews on vocational gUidan
Aggregate numbers using the physioal de 0

Sooi['l Activities

The following list gives some statistics
for the first nine months of operution:

The looation of the Y. M. C. A. makes it espeoially
promising as an enevating influenoe among the masses of
Negroes. The Y. M. C. A. has six well-trained men on
its staff and has a new plant with modern faoilities., ,
oonstruoted at a oost of ~500,OOO. More than ~29,000 of
this amount was oontributed by the oolored citizens.
Thi swell e qUipped build ing mal:es it IJOSS ible for the "Y
to carry out u constructive program Ilmong the boys Qnd
young men and in the gener['l oommunity, With the resnl
that it hes a membership of 1,000 boys and mcn. "

The St. Antoine Branoh of the Y. M. C. A.

-31-
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questionnaire sent

B. General Sooial Agencies

ed oommunity_ The replies given belo

to find out What general social agenoies

pUblio agencies not oovered in the section

agencies reported on vihether or not

consideration und whether or
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work. The execut i ves of the orgnn iznti ons vlere also nsked

to make any gener~l observations on their work with colored

people. and some of these hnve been included belo~. The

agencies nre listed in the erder suggested by the outline

of the American Association for COITmunity Org,J1iz~~ion.

health and recrention agencies have been included in the

-summary below although more complete treqtment h~s

given to them in the Health and Recre~tlon section

Survey.

1. DEPENDEl'WY

A. Detroit Children's Lid Society.

About 10 ~er cent cases are Negro.
colored worker on the East Side of the
handles most of the Negro cO.ses locr:ted the
We are experimenting to see if a Negro worl
can do R better job thnn n white work I

l~aturRlly, we discever the ebvieus
with the Negro. Irresponsibility, vel'
pay, etc. We know thc.t this is becEuS
virlDIlrnent, poor economic conditirms," 1
community assimilation, lack of oppertuni
etc. We find a very fair coeperative sp'
among them themselves in regard to their
children. This is perhaps due to the
a minority group perhaps to a naturall
love of children, frequently to be fou
simple peoples."

b. The Michig~n HUITane Society.

"The principle cases hl"'.ndlod by thi
those of n<Jn-support and cruelty ·cns·
to be dealt with at the Rec0rders Cou
not discriminate between white nn~ ·co
and de~l vlith both withGut bias. Hith
records have not always sho,~ Whether tho
fers to white or colorof persons, an can
no accurnte statement can be IT~do n
or variety of colcred casas handled.
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c. Community Center of Highlnnd Park

1925 - 1926

622
102

Total number of cases
Total number of Negro cases

D. Visiting HOl1sekee-ers

"As to the mornl stnndnrds of our
soy that our Commui1ity House is in a ye
section of the city and much bootleggi
course, attendant drunkenness are to be
our Negro populotion. However, in spit
they do not figure in our court nnd c
lems, to any grent extent more than t
housing conditL'ns could be bett(·red f
undOUbtedly their moral standards waul
accordingly. They J:1ave to live in
for whi ch they have to pny an nInOl1n
better quartors among the whitos."

"In our work with the Negroes we have had muc
pleasure and satisfaction••••• the Negro is mos
grateful for assistance given in the way of relle
or employm~nt, seldom asking for the former unles
it is absolutely needeCl. Indeed, we cannot 011'1
say as much for the whites. The Negro gets alon
"Iith n comil,'rativcly small cmount of relief en
seems to be able to hold his self-res ect
becoming a pUb 1 ic chnr i ty. "

About 60% of these colored fp~ilies applied for ad
Vice, legal or otherwise, and general social adjust
ment. Only one or two of the families applied for
relief because the Center operates a free employmen
bureau for day labor applicants and this bureau
handled about 1720 cases during 1925 and up to
present date of 1926.

Total.number of cases
Number of Negro cases (no

A total
and one
handles all Negro cases "Because
given to Negro workers".
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e. Servicemen's Bureau

About 25 per cent of the cases are colored.

"This organization handles all problems per
taining to servicemen and ex-service men. We
do not segregate the work in any way and have had
no reason to keep a record of the number of
Negroes to whom we have rendered service. This
organization handles all problems pertaining to
relief and claims for the American Legion,
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Disabled American
Veterans, United Spanish War Veterans, Home
Service Section, American Red Cross and· Yanks
valescent Camp."

f. Detroit League for the Handicapped.

Total number of oases, January I to

Number of Negro cases, January I'
to July 31, 1926 ..•• II ••• II •••••••••••••••

No segregation

g. Good-Will Industries of Detroit

"We are a welfare agency, gatherin
ing, etc., from homes, and after th
ed, selling them in our stores for
those who cannot nfford to bUy ne
tioning of these matorjnls we empl
convr,lescent nnd the hr>ndic1'ppod 0

cornu to us needing the help. In ou
contact "ith Negroes both ns customers i
r,nd ,'s employGcs. Thcy Clre tisunlly foun
easily mLlnnged '.nd willing to work.

h. Qt. Joseph's Home for the Aged.

"We h'lvo he,d on':rY four or fivc col
the Inst trm ycr:rs ,C'l1d as we keop no
corels, W8 nrc; unablc; to givu much nfor
c"rning thorn. Trwy were poor' f,nd
di ti on of I,ll our inmr,tes, r>.nd the
troublo. Vic mnke no distinction
inn'E',tus I.liku."
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3,023

1920

10,217

1915----

al Citv Mission.

Aggregate number of cases •• 24,248

Aggregate number of Negro
cases ••• ~ •••••••••••••••••• 1,561

i. McGregor. Institute.

Csp8city per night - 650
Number of Negroes per night ......•..•.•.• 175 - 200

Total number of c"sos
Number of Negro cases

k. St. John's Episcopal Church

IIOr, an average the
cases per month. A very small
are Negroes. In the matter of family cas
make no distinction whatsoever but in tl
transients we invariably refer them to
Urban League. I might elso say that w
close cooperation with the Public Welfer
Registrat'ion Bureau nnd Detroit U
dealing with the Negroes."

"Almost no work done with
Negroe s go to
percentage of Negroes

*The locntion of McGregor instl.
account for the high perccntnge
cr.rod for. The Snlvfltion Army
work in n different section of
Negro npplicnnts for lodging.

Negroes and whites together first night and sep
after that. - This policy of segregation has bee
forced for six or seven years. "Most of tr.e col
and whi te 1 ike this plan."



d. Florence Crittonton Borne & Hospitn

2. DSLIlIQIDJNCY

111&
409

15

"As our hospi tel is very sm.",ll we nre not n
to sepo.ro.te the colored from the White, but
possible we do so, to eliminnte IUly unplen:s
or My friction."

"We find very 1 i ttle difference I,mong the
girls nS the number we care for in the home

We do not o.dmi t c.ny VlomM of the streot he
white, nnd nntur~lly we hnvo n higher typo a
colored and white girls, usunlly of n very high
From our obscrvo.tion illegitimncy is not looked
the Negroes QS so sor ious ['.11 offence t,S with th
people o.nd 1'10 feol tho.t this is duo to the nst
of tho race in our own country."

b. Ford Re~ublic

"We noto how much more difficult ~md !lcute h
and economic conditions have been during the
yenrs, which h~ve, we believe, resulted from the
ef'.rlier influx of rurnl colored people from t
nnd the pcriod of ullemployr.;ent thc.t followed.

Totnl number of cnses
Number of Negro cnses'

f'.. Boys Vocl'.tional School, Lr.nsing

Impossible to give informo.tion. "es the records ho.ve
not been kept in such a way in the past to make it
possible."

c. Girls' Protectl~e Lengue.

"Thi:o is ['. solf-governing school for delinquent boys.
The Negro boys with few oxceptions who~re sent to us
ere mentnlly too young to profit by self-government.
Tho reports from tenchors nrc tho.t they 'ere nl'.ughty
little boys end should be spanked et once instead of
wniting for court trinl.' In my judgment they need
pnternaL oversight instend of solf-government. "

No figures nvnilable on number of Negro boys. No
segregation.



e. Willic~s House

30

1232
cases
(new)
cases
(new)

Total number of

Number of Negro

b. Visiting Nurse Association

Report of director of clinic:
to become 'clinic tramps".

1920- 1925
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Tho d"ily populr.tion is botwoon 45 ['.nd 50, in
clu1ing four or five Nogroes.

"Tho llo~roos ~dcitto~ hero h"vo boon
well-boli"vcd 'nd r.);lrcci."tivo."

Totcl number of cnsos •...•.....•.• 1200
Tot~l number of Negro c~sos....... 42

"The visiting Nurscis Associatio
organ ized' for~7 'years ancl-:has never a
nationality rlistinction in service. Th
years wo b:do m;?loyod Nogro nurses who
of our homo nursing cnro fo~ tho Nog
Tho wLite nurses, however, often.cn
patients. In Rivor Rouge and llamtrum
infant, preschool and pronatal clinic
ployed only ~vhite nur·ses ,"though the' a
least half NegrO. We have no parti cUl~,r
b~ck of this )olicy, exce~t th~t h1
avoid any ~ossible un~loasnntness

·nurse ~s well us the )~tient."

3. W:':ALTH (

a. Dodge Community Cent,)r Clinic

Negroes have been coming
four years. They now make up about 15 per cent
of those using the clinic. ~here is no segre
tion in the clinic. The clinic gets
adults than Negro children.
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c. Dubois He~lth Center
. . ".

Totul number of cnses diagnosed 'for >

Tuberculosis '.......•........•124'
Number of Negro c~ses dicgnosed for
Tuberculosis ....•....•.", e,_....... 5
~otnl number of nntive cnses of
Tubeiculosis •••••••• ~ •••• ~ ••••• ~~ ••• ·, •••• ~ 4~
Number of Negro Cnses of .Rctive .
Tuberculosis •..•.................... ,_ . .... . . .... ·2

4. CHARACTER BUILDING

u.. Community Center ot Highlgnd Park

. (see dependency for"number of cases

"The settlement groups [Ire entirely
from the social depnrtment. "Our work amo
the Negroes "includes 0. group of Girl Scou
group of Girl Brownies nnd e. Women's o.n
Girls' Swimming Clnss. These girls' h~v
voluntarily se;;><:'.rr.tod thomselves from
groups."

/

b. Frunklin Street

Totul numbor of cases
Number of Nogro ceses Ono

. Sogregation inclubsund
in clinics, dUy nursery,

""Negroos, childron end ndult,
when in Clubs (".nd clnssos of tho ir 0
womon's club nsked to hnve its nctiv
from foreign groups."

c. Ge rshom Ho.rne

Ono colored fnmily.
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d. SO,)hie Wright Neighborhood house

Negroes first admitted to the house in the fall of
.19.24. 'i'Ley now make up about 25 per cent of the
house membership.

One day each week alloted for Negro clubs and one
evening for Negro boys •. Braneh of Public Litrary
open to all people at all times. Work in music
is open to both groups and they expect to have a
colored and white orchestra. There is a special

-----colored.girls' chorus.

They have no race'friction in thu house or neighbor
hood wLich is made up of Polish, Jewish and
Roumanians.

Day Nursery has capuc i ty for 20 only; so Negro
applications are sent'to Prunklin Stroet Settlemen

"Tho Negroes nre willing to cooperute. but ~hny

not come at scheduled hours. There' is no morn
fighting in Nogro groups thun the white. Negroe
arc more Willing to pay thuir smnll does thnn ot
clubs."

e. Industricl Women's Service Center

"Last winter a few Negro children. abo
number, were active in_our Saturday rna
children's play group. These, and the f
men and women vlho are mer-Ibers of the In t
national Club, which this Center is sJ:lon
are the only colored people using this Cen
outside of those who ceme or cullan the

;Jhone .in regC'.1'Cl to employment. As all eIll,)
work is turned over to the Michigan State
)loyrr.ent Agency, ':Ie have no figures to re

f. ~athfinders of America

"As our \'Jork is jJrimnril~' r, Vlork of
find the colored race n little slow

·problems.

"~eoplu that come to us
not asked any questions
color •. tOngU0 or creed. All
oursolvus as to their neod.



-40-

Camp ffire Girls 100

Two groups start-
ed - - - - - - - -

Total number of cases

Number of Negro cases

h. Boy Scouts of .Unorica

"Segregntion in camps and sepnra
pUblic opinion nmong p',ronts of

"A few years ago a Negro Cnmp Fire Girl Vie
the swimming pools with white children and paren
of white children objected. SRme problem occurs
camp. Also a Negro Girl Scout attended meeting
with white children nnd parents of white childr
objected."

"The thousnnds that we roach nnnur.lly in prisons
[lnd in tho pUblic schools, would make it almost
impossible to keep individunl records, even if we
had the money and help."

g. Detroit Council 'of Ca~ Fire Girls &

Number of Negro boys

"Our work with Negroes hAS no
owing to lack of volunteer londcrsh •
group. ::>cout \"Iork is 99% volunteer [
iveneGs hinges ontirely on the quali
of volunteer lenders avnilabla. I
bo found to recruit collegetr':ine
leaders "for thi s '.'Iork· [(mong tho ir 0
could be accomplished".



"ColureQ pupils r.re given the sm:w privileges rnd
trcated· the sr.me as Llny other chilclran."

4211

1920 1921 1923 1926

ColoroQ unrollment

b. l\iichignn schoel fer thc Dcnf. F:int

1910 1915

Tetd nUI:lbcr of cr.s as 325 335

Number of Negro cnsas 2 OT 3 2 or 3

"The Negro chilclren coming to
of a distinctly southern type
of ten ye ars ago. They are a
of mantali ty and have had but.
of education."
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Four of the six coloror chilrren nre
where thoyhnve livod nbout two years.

c.

a. MichigLill School for the Blind, Lensing

"We have been making lo=s to
1906. We draw no lines on race,

and Negroes are treated exactly

"We keep no statistics as to how
to Nagroe s, nor how many \'}e r8fuse. al thou
proportion of our borrovJers are colore
rather make a 10= to Nogroes who pr
to be thrifty than to n lot of whi e
ther:: as'n whole to bo honest and
cure credit as white people."

5. MI:3CELLANEOUS
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Renson givon for no
work with No rOGs.

"We nevor hu
t'uke cere 0

children 0
to cDmp, s
registerin

Renson not giv

"Ther~ nro no Negroes
community."

d. Detroit Ne~sboys Associution

"Tho downtown newstnnds take Cl'.re very Inrgely of
the flo~ti~g do\mtown popul~tion. When we were
~ore nctive, we had quite a number of colored boys
on our list, end we considered them l'.mong our best
behaved, 'Uld best disc iplinod members." .

St. Vincent I s Orphen AsylU~

st. Joseph T s Homo for Boys

Name of Agency

St. Agnes Homo

Society of St. Vincent de Peul
of Detroit

Neighborhood House

Internntionl'.l Institute

House of the Good Shephere

Dotroit Freo Pross Fresh
Air Fund.

Detroit Esthor Home

Brightmoor Community Center

6. ORGANIZATIONS WHICH DO NOT ',IORK WITH NEGROES
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IV. EMPLOYMENT OF COLORED \iOR1:ERS

A number of the agencies listed above employ colored

workers to handle their work with Negroes. The effort w~s

made through personal interviews with executives to deter-

mino the effectiveness ef this pelicy. The consensus of

opinion was favorable to the employment of coloren workers

While it was genernlly conc~ded thnt Negroes recently

arrived frem the South hnve been inclined to seok

worker rnther than a colored because they nre not

ed to members of their o\~ raco in professional

yet by this time the colored group recognizes t

ship of its own members and prefers

executives say that colored workers

effectively with their o\~ people.

The following is the experience of

social agencies with colored workers.

a. rublic Welfare Department

There is a colored worker in th
Eastern districts. Two whi te workers i
viewed said that the colored worker un
steon the clients better than the "hit
ers. One reported that the colore
batter able to make the investiga

b. Mother's Pension Department

This department does net usc
The Gxecutive feels that the Negro
more qUickly to white workers.
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c. Detroit Children's Aid Socioty

This organization has had a colored workor for
about nino months. The executive states that
she has proved so satisfactory in handling
colored cases thct he is planning to employ an
additional colored worker. Be is of the
opinion that colorod workers can do n better
job than white workers in their own froup.

d. Girl's Protective League

This organization employed a colored ~orker more
than five ,years ago and at that time the execu
tivo notod a failure of the Negroes "to value
her efforts nnd "the ir preference for a whit
worker". This year a Negro worker has been
ed to the staff and the executive reports t
hor work has been most satisfactory and althou
her burden is heavier tho results are outstand
in comparison with the prev~ous worker. "
has been no indication of failure to reco
and appreciate her services among her
This executive foels that sh could

al colored workers. .

o. IDBe Visiting Nurses Associat on

This organization omployes fivc
of a total of apprOXimately 90
says that she is able to get co
good educational background. On-
agency con obtain effective work
colored nurse in Detroit wh e
has a hard time getting a j
the executive. The Visiting
has not been successful, howev
colored nurse in a suporvisor

f. Visitin Bousekee

This organization has one colo
time and ono on pnrt time who
ed frunilies. The executive re
time visitor is overburd~ne0,
numbur of cases, but with the
she has in the Negro communit
would like to have "nother co
bu~get permitted.
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One of the problems brought out by

workers interviowed is that the color,.

know how to adjust its expenses.

were prepared for the Survey by the

Association, on tho bnsis of income ~

f[\milius whieh this agency

nino cnsos [\ comparison is

colorod [lnd whito fp~ily of

cnl status. Six additional

fnmilius. At the end is nn average

groUl)s, The avorngo budget shows

come for tr.c whitc

higher UXjJon,l i turo of tLo colorucl

but tho .:,.vorage number in

While for tho colorod it is 5.9.

sicler~tion tho numbor in

V. A COM.t'ARISON OF COLORED 1Jm WHITE FiJilILY BUDGE

One settlement h~s been using ~ eelered wempn, who is

en employee of the house in n different eepecity, for

of its work with eolored poople~ For inst~"ce,somo

diffieulty wes met with when the white workers gave ou~

milk to eolored children, but ttis worker took charge

straightonod eut'tho situntion to tho satisfaction of

Tho· oxecutive of tho settlemont mny possibly secure 11

eolored worker for full time.
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rent, health and insurance are about the samp-;. the..

white are spending more for clothing and fuel and

light; and the colored fnmili~s are s~ending more

for furnishings and extras. In the light of the

difference in the size of the family it might be

said that the colored families are spending

for food and for rent.



~
Colored

S}ec-: Cb •.

I NO. IN FAldLY - 5
I IN COME - 185.00

BUDGET NO.1
I WHERE EMrLOYED - Central

BUDGET NO.
I WHERE EM2LOYED _
I NO. IN FAlviILY -
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TABLE 6

below are by the Visiting Housekeeper's
which made this study)

I

BUDGET NO.1 WHITE
yVHERE EMPLOYED-Detroit

Creamery
NO. IN FAMILY - 6
INCOME - .~172.95

(The comment~ made
Association

AMT. PER CENT I

I

Food 39.38 21.974 ' Food
Cl~thing 23.15 17.326 I Clothing
Rent 40.00 29.937 I Rent
Furnishings 2.12 1.586 I Furnishings
Fuel and I

Light 21.35 15.979 I Fuel and Light
Extras 6.55 4.902 I Extras
Insurance 1.08 .808 ' Insurance
Health ' Health
Total 133.61 99:"996 I Total
Balance 39.34 ' Balance

I

Family receive medical atten- I Bulance is use
tion from Harper Clinic. Man I carry famil
must kee~ money on hand t~

pay bills and is then reim
bursed by,Com~any.

BUDGET NO. 2 WHITE
WHERE EMrLOYED ! Ford Motor.
NO. IN FAMILY-5:' 80.00

~ i'ER CEtl T I

11

Food 45.00 30.00 I Food
Clothing- 10.00 6.67 1 Clothing
Rent - 30.00 20.00 I Rent
Furnishings 6.00 40.00 , Furnishings
Fuel-Light 12.56 8.37 I Fuel-Light
Extras 13.44 8.96 I Extras

.Insurance I Insuruncc
Health I He ,.1 th
Debts 33.00 22.00

TOTAL 150.00 100.00 I TOTAL
,

Deficit
I I



WHERE lliJ£LOY~D - Brownwoll
. 

NO. lil FAMILY - 5 INCOME

~UDGBT NO.3

, I
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WHITE

WHITE

8.58

lUvIT. PER CENT ~
--c-·

58.66 48.31 Food 51.09
15.00 12.353

I
Clothing 28.44

15.00 12.353 Rent (taxes
ropairs)

9.00 7.412 Furn i shings 12.00
6.48 5.336

I
:B'ue l-Li[iht 2.56

4.97 4.093 ExtrLs 9.54
12.31 10.138 Insurcmeo 11.10

Hoc:lth .56
121.42 100.005 TOTAL 151.15

BUDGET NO.3

Food
Clothing
Rent

BUDGET NO.4

Furnishings
Fuel-Light
Extras
Ins ur nne e
HUll th.
TOT;,L

Bnleneo
(Dobts)

V/RJ<;RE j,Mi'LOYED - Detroit
Copper nnd Br8ss Rolling Ki:lls

NO. IN FAJ,iILY-6-IN COlle 150.00·

j,MT. PER CENT

Food 53.00 35.34
Clothing 16.86 11.24
Rent 35.00 23.34

Furnishings 11.00 7.34
Fuol=-tlght 11.20 7.41
Extres 11.00 7.34
Insurnneo 8.86 5.91
Heol th 3.08 ~06

TOTLL 150.00 99.97 TOT:,L

'WHERE ill\~LOYED-Studebnkor

Corp.
NO. IN FM1ILY - 5 - ~130.00



WHERE El\U?LOYED - Ford Motor Co. I WHERE
I

40.00
30.00

5.85
20.00
33.9
1.00

79.08
12.00
~

. ~/'- _..

r/
/

BUDGET NO.' 5 COLORED

I Food
I Clothing

I TOTAL

I Rent
I Furnishings
I Fuel & Light
I Extras
I Insurance
I Ileal th

I Deficit

I Family buying f n
r Man owns truck and

business of own
, boarders.

I 'WHERE El,iPLOYED - Ford .Motor Co.
~ ..

259.33 I NO. IN FAMILY - 7 - INCOME 190.00
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HHITE

WHITE

AMT. PER CENT I

::::..

BUDGET NO.6

AMT. PER CENT I

BUDGET NO. 5

WHERE EMPLOYED - Men Owns Pool
.Room.

NO. IN FAMILY-I0-IIlCOUE

Food 77.37 29.28
Clothing 15.00 5.679
Rent (taxes

payments) 136.41 51.62
Furnishings 10.50 3.97
Fuel and Light 10.00 3.785
Extras 4.50 1.7
Insurance 6.25 . 2.77
Health 4.17 / 1.578.
TOTAL 264.20 100.3

Deficit 4.87

Attend clinics.. Buying home·
and two other houses. Buy
second hand clothing.

1I0.IN FAMILY-6-INCOME 136.00

Food 52.72 45.62 I Food
Chthing 2.84 2.457 r Clothing
Rent 35.00 30.2 I Rent
Furnishings I F.urnishings
Fuel and Light 4.19 3.625 I Fuel and Lig
Extras 15.60 13.50 I Extras
Insurance 3.11 2.691 I Insurance
Health 2.10 1.817 r Heal.th

TOTAL 115.56. 99.92 I TOTAL

Balance 20.44 r Children



60.00
15.00
45.00
16.00
3.50

20.00
27.40

'25.00

V1HEHE GI.ii'LOYGD - Solvey Proces
~... ,

NO. IN J<'AI"ILY - 4 INCOME 120.

~

I

,.
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WHITE

26~05

9.48

33.51
1. 65-4:. ', 3.86 .
3.33

10.00'
2.82
9.30

WHIT:':

I

£:.!fh PER CENT 1

LaT. PER CENT I

63.35,
23.06

81.52
4.00
9.38
8.12

24.32
6.85

22.61

243.21 100.00

BUDGET NO.7

BUDGET NO.8.

WHERE ZI.LPLOYED - Morgun-\"jright

NO. IN .P;JvIILY-4 - IllCOME 128.72

WHERE E!fJ£LOy}~D -Conductor.D.S.R. I

NO. IN F~~ILY-8 - INCOME 243.21

Food
Clothing
Rent (payrnent-

taxes)
Furnishings
Fuel & Ligh"
Extras
Insurance
Health
Savings

·Food 59.46 35.551 1 Food
Cloth~pg 47.08 28.16 I Clothing
Rent

.,
30.00 17.937 Rent,

Furnishings 7.75 4.633 1 . Furnishings
Fuel & Light 3.01 1.80 J<'uel & Light
JExtras 16.86 10.08 ,,' Extras
Insurance Insurance
Health 3.09 1.84 Heal th

TOT:,L 167~5 100.00 TOT.~L

Deficit 38.53 Deficit

InsurQl1ce item lE'.rge us J@n
carries sick benefit •

...~.



BUDGET. NO. 9

I WHERlLJ'j~~OYED ~Det~~~~l:e~~~se
NO. IN FAMILY - 5 INCOME 140~0

keep have beon inclUded in. the pnymon s

]<'uel

percentegos' given hare are not [\ f,air

In almost every inst~nce

out of proportion to other items.

Rent is one of the itemS in the

Where a family is buying the

clinics, as [en illness of ftny

satisfactorily over n short period

by the avcr~ge Inbo~ing man.
o· C

ViliERE Eld2LOYED - Breed Trucking
Compeny

NO. IN :i!'].MILY - '/ INCOME 142.20
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BUDGET NO. 9 WHITE

~ PER CENT I . !!!IT..:.. ,£, .•

Food 65.40 50.249 , Food 53. 7'0';'
Clothing 12.00 9.220 I Clothing ,,3.50
Ront 30.00 23.050 I Rent 35.00
Furnishings 6.50 4.994 I Furnishings 13.00
Fuel &> Light 3.37 2.589 I Fuel &> Light 5.19
Extras 12.88 9.896 I Extrm3 11.04
Insurance I Insurance 8.80
Health I Health 1.00

"-
TOTAL 130.15 99.998 , TOTAL

BQJ.enee 12.05 , Bnlrulce (Debts)

Bnlnnce is used to pay on debt
and repairs on nutomobile.

----,
\

Gonerel Comment:



-52-

53.10

BUDGET NO. 10 "'iFLORED ~

~35.10
15.44
50.00
25.00

5049
9.37
5.25
7.25

_ ..152:95'

Balance

period of time as the pay days come

times a month.

Most of the items headed "Furnishings" are furniture

bills that the~amilies owe.

cellnneous expenditures such as: carfare, giving,

etc. Recrention is such a smllll item in nll'f the budgets'

that it wr.s impossible te take cnre ef it under a separate

hending.

Under the heading "Sxtrns" has been included ell rnis-

able to carry along a fairly large deficit

~

Practically all of the insurance items are the

savings that the families have. A balance' is usuall
j

a))lied on debts owed here and there. A family is

Food
'--' Qlothing

Llent
Furnishings
Fuel and Light
Extras
Insurance
Health
TOTAL

BUDGET NO. 11 COLORED

Food 60.00
Clothing 12.00
Rent 65.00
Fum i shings 20.00
Fuel & Light 4.00
Extras 18.42
Savings 30.00 ( Ford

) Health 5.00
'rOTAL 214.42

Deficit 13.42



BUDGET NO. 14 COLORED

Total 111.-1-9

Bn1&nce 21.51

Buying homo; do not fellow
sufficient for clothing.
Attend Clinic.

E1~LOYEm AT - Ford Motor Co.
IN COME - .1iiiEl7. 00
4 in 1<'emif1

EIiI.2LOYlm .h.T - Ford
IN COME - $133.00
7 in fnl'1ily
BJlLvinf" home.

£U-la) ....

EJ:,l.2LOYED AT 
IN COME - ()132. 5
8 in ft:tmily
buying homo [,

-53- ,

(no W.s or

, COLORlID

22.50
2.80
2.77
9.25
5.00
2.00

61.48
5.00

13.50
10.00
3.76

43.87
9. 25 ~~ __
4.50--

18.86

151.36

23.00

210.00

~
tS45.38

2.61
/ ~--10(}, 00
( 20.00
, 17.44

5.00
10.11

5.56
4.00

BUDGET NO. 12

Deficit

TOT1..L

Food
Clothing
Rent
Furnishings
Texes
Fuel & Light,
Extrns
Insuronce
Hoalth

Defici.t

Total

1<'ood
Clothing
Rent
Furnishings
1<'uel & Light
Extrns
In~)ur[lnco

Henlth

BUDGl<;T NO. 13 COLORlID

Food ~~1.17
Clothing ~.OO
Ren t ( 1J e.ymant-

taxos)
1<'urnishings
Light
E.x:trns
Insurnnce
Hao.1 th



ill.l..2LOY@· "~T4ili: KelseyWhoel
mCOl:i;o; - ~1~~65
10 in family

I:!r;n owes two
nnd n i60.00 clothing bill.
Department of Public Welfnre
is supplementing ~49.71 bu
fnmily still runs behind.

~163.41

WHITE

57.15
18.33
48.10

7.11
9.06

10.48
9.32
3.86
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6.3
168.05.

23.86

COLORED

1l.nRAGl': BUDGET

54.07
4.00

45.00
12.00

6.55
6.00
4.39
6.50

138.51

TOT:ili EXr3NDITURES

The following nTe some of the services

Food
Clothing
Rent
J!'urnishings
J!'uel & Light
J!:xtras 
Insurance
Hnf'.lth

Total

EX.!? &lDI TURES

These ['re needs which SOPID outst~nding f'.

vestigation.

VI. GAPS III ]'HE PELF:.RE J:'ROGRIJ!l FOR l! EGRONS

not nv&ilnble to or adequate for,the colored

BUDG.i<;T NO. 15

Number in Fnmily
IN COlilE

Deficit

J!'ood
Clothing
Rent
J!'urnishings
Fuel & Light
Extras 
In sur un c 0

Hel'lth
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~r.Jore

for this service.

dny nursery in which colored m04hers mn)f "plece.

when they ere nt work. Two settlements conduct-

the necd for a

their children

desirable district.

thun on the West side

2. Summer Cr:mp

the ch~·.nge in the character of the no ighborhood. If it

The need for fresh nir cnmp for colored

to find a suitable locetion for it. If it were placed bela

Gratiot Avenue it might qUickly loso its usefulness becGus

the difficulties us pointed out by a colored sociul worker is

ing day nurseries are crowded With colored npplicnnts.

placed about Gratiot Avenue it

Tho lock of institutional

Tho need has been stressed in

1. Day Nursery

A number of socinl workers, colored o.nd white, pointed out

nnd [l sumP.Jer C['P.JP for co loren

,
3. Provision for colorod unmarried mothers.

pointed out in the Recreation study~

cnmp was exprcssen by [l greet mnny socinl

4. HOlliE J<'OR girls

5. District needs

I h b . !T°b .t as een lmpossl Ie In

boen brought out in the Crime report.

determine oxactly the needs which somc

communi tics hnve although



--- . -ere C ['.Sl J.,;~rTh(;se outl;ying sections

The Eight Mi.le Road section hns bef!'uri to roceive some

ntten tion. The St. Augustine Conmuni ty houte \'Jh'i ch 'is
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orgnnizing some recrention~l work of Co club nature.

Tho Y. W. C. A. hns n group of Girl Reserves in this

rnaintnine1 un1er the nuspices of the Episcopnl Church is

sectien. One nspect,of the problem ~n this oren is

tho rosiclents 10 not know o:f tho services which cit

wide soci.':l ngencios affor~. The Quinn Ror,c' Sub-eU

nctivities nlthough ~here is

colore~ .~~ white socinl workers

that these n~~hO~s be stur'ier' nnQ.

extended to thorn on tho basis of needs

w~ich is outsiie of t£o city receives fron the

_/-~8S. It is without orgmizec", recroE1.tion


