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PREF AL

I~ the summer of 1873, James McParlan, a young Irish-
man attached to the Pinkerton Detective Agency at Chicago,
was requested by his employers to visit Schuylkill County,
Pennsylvania, as a detective. He was told that a criminal
organization, called the ¢ Molly Maguires,’’ was supposed
to be in existence there, and that it was to be his duty to
join the organization, and, if possible, learn its character
and purposes. McParlan consented to undertake the task,
but remarked that he did not believe that an organization
such as described was possible. ¢ Schuylkill County is in
the mining region, isit not?’’ heasked. ““Yes.”” ¢You will
find,’’ he said, ¢ that the workmen there make their money
hard and spend it freely. On pay-day they get drunk, and
whilst they are under the influence of liquor, and in the
heat of passion, quarrels arise, and men are sometimes
killed ; but that does not imply organization, nor is there
likely to be the kind of work for a detective among them
that is supposed.”’

He came to the anthracite coal regions with the expecta-
tion that in a few months he would be able to satisfy his
employers that no such criminal organization as they sup-
posed had any_existence. A few weeks’ residence there
satisfied him that his impressions as to the condition of
affairs had been wrong, and that the ‘“ Molly Maguires’’
were a terrible reality.

The criminal character and purposes of the organization

have now been shown by indubitable evidence, and its
iii
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existence proven. There is much misapprehension pre-
vailing, however, as to the extent of the organization,
and very many non-residents of the coal region wrongly
confound the members of the ‘‘Labor Union’’ with the
¢ Molly Maguires.”” Hence it is that in contests between
capital and labor they are disposed to array themselves on
the side of capital, because they believe that in the coal
regions the laborer is lawless. This is rank injustice to
the laboring man. The subject of capital and labor pre-
sents in the coal regions the same questions as elsewhere.

It is sincerely believed that the great majority of the
miners and laborers of the anthracite coal regions will com-
pare favorably with any large body of laboring men in
the world, and that the great body of the Irish-American
citizens residing there are well-disposed and law-abiding.
The laborer of the coal region is not a criminal, nor does
he sympathize with criminals.

It has been the object of the writer of this book to
give an intelligible description of the organization, with
some idea of its extent and influence, and to explain how
in its operations it affected the business, social, and polit-
ical relations of the coal regions. He has had to deal
with living men, and with events of the present day. He
has endeavored to the extent of his ability to treat the sub-
ject discussed without prejudice and without bias. From
the fact that he was born in the coal region, has lived there
the greater part of his life, and has personal acquaintance
with very many of those to whom he refers, his effort may
not have been entirely successful. He feels conscious, how-
ever, that, whilst possibly there may have been a disposition
to extenuate, he has not ‘“set down aught in malice.”’

It would be impossible to give credit for information to
all to whom it is due. Whilst valuable aid has been ren-
dered by many, special acknowledgment is to be made to
Tames McParlan, Captain Linden, and Benjamin Franklin,
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of the Pinkerton Detective Agency, Hon. F. B. Gowen
and F. W. Hughes, General Charles Albright, District At-
torney Kaercher, of Schuylkill County, and District Attor-
ney Siewers, of Carbon County, and to J. Claude White
and P. W. Sheafer, Esgs.; also to the Ainers’ Journal,
Shenandoah Herald, and Evening Chronicle, for free access
to their files; and personal acknowledgment to Thomas
Foster and Thomas B. Fulder, Esqgs., of the Shenandoak
Herald.

. PP B
POTTSVILLE, Dccember, 1876,
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THE MOLLY MAGUIRES.

C HPASE RIS
THE MOLLY MAGUIRE IN IRELAND AND THE UNITED STATES.

MorLLy MAGUIRE,—a name identified with sad and terri-
ble records of violence, of bloodshed and murders in the
anthracite coal regions of Pennsylvania, and recalling to
memory tales of equal horror that have been borne across
the ocean from the Emerald Isle. The murders committed
in both localities have a striking resemblance in their in-
ception, execution, and very frequently in minute details,
and yet, while we regard the one with a feeling of unmixed
horror and repulsion, the memory of the other is enveloped
in a shroud of unbhallowed romance. This difference of
feeling is to a certain extent explainable. In the one case
crime stands out unrelieved in its naked enormity, whilst
in the other the feeling with which it is regarded is modi-
fied by the distance of the scene, the mellowing hand of
time, and the magic pen of fiction. The tale of unpro-
voked and aimless murder in Ireland excites resentment
and inspires horror; nevertheless, the peculiar position
of the Irish peasant, his modes of thought, and certain
characteristics of his race, compel a feeling of repulsive
pity for the assassin. Without entering into the merits
of the Irish question in relation to England, it is remem-

9



10 THE MOLLY MAGUIRE IN IRELAND :

bered that England and Ireland are bound together by
no ties of race, of tradition, or of religion. The one is
the Saxon, the other the Celt; the one the conqueror, the
other the unwilling subject; the one the Protestant, the
other the Catholic.

The Irish peasant yields but enforced allegiance to the
house of Hanover, and a species of wild homage is still
extended to descendants of Celtic kings, rulers of the
Emerald Isle, whose line extended back to times when the
Druids erected their altars in primeval forests; to a period
long anterior to that in which England became a Norman
conquest ; to an age preceding its invasion by the Saxon,
and its conquest and occupation by the legions and Ceesars
of the Roman Empire. To a romantic and impulsive race
a history passing back through the vista-of centuries into
the regions of fable and myth has a present active mean-
ing, whilst the occupation of the ‘ hateful Saxon,’’ extend-
ing back but three hundred years, appears only a thing of
yesterday.

The Irish peasant to-day, as when first conquered, re-
gards the English landlord as an alien to his race, his
country, and his religion; as one to whom only enforced
respect is due ; his presence is deemed an intrusion, and
his title to the land is regarded as being held by a dis-
puted tenure.

Unfortunately, the lapse of centuries has only to a lim-
ited degree lessened the asperities created by a union
founded in force, without elements of mutual sympathy.
The English, selfsatisfied beyond any other people on earth,
proud of the strength of their country, its enterprise, its
wealth, and its civilization, regard with pitying contempt
the poverty of their Irish neighbors, their sentimentality,
their romance, their brilliant but erratic genius; and this
contempt and pity have been exercised, with that offensive-
ness of which Englishmen alone are capable, upon a people
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morbidly and unreasonably prone to take offense even at a
fancied slight.

From the days when Magna Charta was wrested by the
hands of English barons from King John at Runnymede,
to the present time, the tendency of England has been
towards constitutional freedom. Whilst progress towards
that end during the lapse of centuries has not by any
means been uniform, still, with stubborn persistency, the
Anglo-Saxon race has kept the goal in view, until at the
present time the Englishman has a government of which,
with all its faults (and they are neither few nor small), he
is justly proud. With this trait in the English character
the Irishman has no sympathy. When the head of King
Charles rolled from the block, the Irishman, unlike his
English neighbor, made no consideration of the rights
of a people trampled under foot, constitutional guarantees
broken, and the liberties of the subject threatened, but
only remembered the ¢ heretic’’ who dared to bid defiance
to a king claiming to rule by divine right and yniting in
himself the rival claims of the houses of York and Lancas-
ter, with an ancestry like that of their own Celtic chiefs,
going back long prior to the time of the Norman conquest.
When James II., affrighted at the murmurs of the English
people, fled in haste from his throne, to him and to his
heirs the Irish heart went forth, and ever ready was the
conspirator found in Ireland for the re-establishment of the
Stuart line on the English throne. This was in part owing
to the fact of the Catholic professions of the family, but
attributable as well to the romantic aspect of the story, and
to the natural antagonism of the Irish people to the Eng-
lish government.

The Irishman, chafing under English rule, and denying
the rights of the royal family on the throne of England,
was still further exasperated by the abrogation of the Irish
House of Parliament, accomplished—against the manifest
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wishes of the people—by the corrupting of its members by
means of British gold, patronage, and titles. The bitter-
ness of feeling existing before was by this act of so-called
“yunion’’ intensified, and conspiracy and insurrection were
the natural consequences. Again were they thwarted, and
England triumphed not only by force of arms but also by
means of the ““spy’’ and the *“informer.”” Submission to
England was enforced, but the feeling of discontent re-
mained. The political sufferer who met a felon’s death
was considered a martyr and a hero, whilst the ¢“informer"’
was regarded with a feeling of utter detestation, as a traitor
not only to the traditions of his race, to his country’s
honor and his country’s future, but also to his family, his
religion, and his God. When it is taken into considera-
tion that they regarded their position as one of subjuga-
tion, the rulers of England as usurpers, the laws made
without authority, and the lands held by an illegal tenure,
it may be regretted, but cannot be a matter of great won-
der, that the detestation of an ““informer,’’ with which an
ignorant, prejudiced, and romantic people were imbued,
should extend to an informer of any kind. Such, unfor-
tunately, has been the case: to inform of a crime has in
many instances come to be considered as great a wrong
as the crime itself, and to such an extent has this feeling
developed that it has become a part of the Irish character,
and is universal in its application, not only to acts ma/a
prokibita but also to those mala in se.

Owing to this detestation of an informer, crimes without
number have been perpetrated not only in Ireland but also
in this country, which have remained undetected and un-
whipped of justice. Repeated murders have been com-
mitted in broad daylight before many witnesses, and the
murderers have dwelt for years amidst those cognizant of
the crime,—despised, perhaps, but wndetrayed. It is not
because the Irish people have not many good and true men
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and women among them, or that the majority are not
well-disposed and law-abiding citizens ; those who are in
intimate communion with them know it to be the case
that among no other people can there be found warmer
friends, more generous impulses, more fervent piety. DBut
they will also know and feel that even among many of the
best of the race, among those whose character no man
dare impugn or gainsay, whose lives are without blemish
or reproach, is but thinly hidden the feeling of detestation
against the Irishman as an *“informer,”” who, cognizant of
crime, seeks to bring the criminal to justice by due course
of law.

By reason of this feeling the Molly Maguire has held
¢ high carnival’’ in crime, both in.Ireland and in the
anthracite coal regions of Pennsylvania; and this feeling
must be thoroughly appreciated in order to understand
how it is that a people of kindly, generous, and just im-
pulses may in a civilized land keep the murderer and
assassin among them, known, feared, and detested, and
yet the crimes be concealed and the offenders allowed to
defy the law and the authorities.

The Molly Maguire of Ireland stands in the birthplace
of his ancestors. The history of his race and country, its
wrongs, and his temptations, plead in extenuation of his
offenses, and, while we detest his crimes, claim our pity for
the criminal. But the Molly Maguire of the coal-fields
of Pennsylvania can enter none of the pleas which may
be urged in behalf of his prototype in Ireland. Upon
this country he has no natural claim or natural right.
The genius of our government guarantees constitutional
freedom to the stranger and the alien as well as to the
native-born citizen, and to the stranger and the alien
seeking to make this land their home the full rights of the
native-born citizen are accorded. The enterprise of the

people, combined with a sparseness of population, the vast
2
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expanse of territory, the varied climate, the magnitude
of our resources, mineral and agricultural, the extended
system of internal improvements and inland navigation,
offer inducements to the workers of the world, whether
capitalists, men of science, or laborers. It is true that
incidentally “ a refuge for the suffering and oppressed of
all nations’’ is offered; but this only from the fact that
our form of government is liberal and our undeveloped re-
sources present a field for labor; but the doors are opened
as wide and the welcome accorded is as hearty to the
stranger and the alien who has never suffered nor been
oppressed. Throwing off as far as may be the mere shell
of time-honored but cumbrous forms, adapted to other ages
and other conditions of the people, but seeking to retain
the kernel of constitutional freedom inherited from English
sires, and availing ourselves of all the progress of the Old
World, we take our place young and strong among the
nations of the earth. Our aims are high, and we seek no
second place. In pursuit of those aims we welcome the
citizens of other lands who join us, and accord to them
earnest sympathy, equal hopes, and common rights.

But the privileges and advantages of our government
and the country, though freely offered to the nations of
the earth, are forced on none; the stranger may come
and welcome, but if he does not choose to come, his
right to stay away is fully accorded. The Irish peasant
seeks this country of his own free will, and, being here, has
the full rights of the native-born citizen. He is protected
in his person ; is encouraged to acquire property; his re-
ligion is respected ; in choosing the rulers and making the
laws of the land he has a potent voice. As a laborer, he
has special privileges accorded by laws securing the pay-
ment of his wages before ordinary and common debts, and
in the coal regions, through the medium of Labor Unions
and what may be termed the ‘‘unwritten law of the
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mines,” he wields extraordinary power over the property
of others.

Whatever rights, real or fancied, he may have had to
the Irish soil, he has not even the pretense of claim to
any here, except such as he may acquire by virtue of the
laws of the land. That under these circumstances the
turbulent spirit which created outrages in Ireland should
develop itself here in repeated and aimless murders, for
years undetected and unpunished, excites unmmgated
horror and condemnation.

This feeling is wide-spread and deep, and the indignation
excited throughout the counties wherein these outrages have
been perpetrated, and through the country at large, can be
allayed only by the complete and thorough disbanding of
the ““Molly Maguires’’ as an organization, and by evoking
and maintaining such a spirit of opposition among the
body of the honest and true Irish people as will render the
success of such an organization in the future an impossi-
bility.

The murders by the Molly Maguires in the coal regions
of Pennsylvania have been revolting, brutal, and cowardly,
perpetrated in cold blood, aimless, and without justifica-
tion, real or imaginary, and must be ever so regarded.
That such murders could be conceived and perpetrated is
only rendered possible and at all explainable by taking into
consideration not only the peculiar training and modes of
thought of the Irish peasant, before explained, but also
certain peculiarities of his residence in the coal regions.
These peculiarities will be hereafter considered.
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C'H ASRHBE IR
THE ANTHRACITE COAL REGIONS OF PENNSYLVANIA.

THE existence of a band of miscreants regularly organ-
ized for the commission of crime, extending throughout
the anthracite coal-fields, had been suspected for twenty
years past. Frequent and flagrant violations of law, which,
in the mode of execution and in the instruments employed,
displayed organization, system, and a defined policy, in-
duced this suspicion. The crime itself, in connection with
the mode of its execution, rendered inevitable the con-
clusion of a grievance, real or imaginary, to be redressed,
a tribunal before which such grievance had been consid-
ered, the offender judged, and the penalty fixed, and an
executive of some kind by whom persons were selected to
carry into execution the decree determined upon.

In the years directly prior and subsequent to 1830, when
the value of anthracite coal was fully recognized as a fuel,
an era of speculation in coal lands and coal mining, re-
sembling in its main features the days of the gold fever
of 1849 in California, and the later excitement in the oil
regions of Pennsylvania, developed itself. The capitalist,
the man of enterprise, and the adventurer rushed pell-mell
to a mountain region theretofore offering but small induce-
ments to the emigrant, all hoping to realize sudden fortunes
from a newly-discovered source of wealth. Flourishing
towns sprang into existence as if by magic, speculation ran
wild, fortunes were claimed to have been made in a day,
and all the influences affecting a mining region at fever
heat were here in full being. The heterogeneous character
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of a population, native and foreign, suddenly thrown
together under an unnatural business stimulus, produced a
degree of lawlessness that would appear, from like results
elsewhere, to be necessarily incident to such a condition
of affairs. Violent altercations, sudden frays, contempt
for authority or civilized usage, were frequent; but such
violations of law were spasmodic, arising not from organ-
ized crime, but from the comparatively unorganized con-
dition of a new population gathered from all points of the
compass, acting under undue excitement and not yet settled
into the calm routine of civilized life. The art of mining
was considered, in those days, as being exclusively within
the knowledge of foreigners, and, as a consequence, the
foreign miner and laborer were soon in full force in the
actual workings of the mines. The great majority of this
class of workmen, who at that time, and since, have settled
in the coal regions, have proven good and valuable citizens ;
but with them naturally came the outlaw and the desperado.
To this last class is owing the reign of terror under which
the coal region for years past has suffered .

After the first wild excitement had passed, when society
had become more thoroughly organized, and coal mining
had settled into a legitimate business,—subject, however, to
alternate periods of great reverses and unexampled pros-
perity,—a peculiar distribution of population took place,
which has not, perhaps, its parallel in any other portion
of the United States.

The anthracite coal-fields of Pennsylvania, generally'
recognized as the ¢ Northern,”’ ¢ Middle,”’ and ‘¢ South-
ern’’ coal basins, are comprised within or bounded by a
line of mountain, which, forming itself some distance
eastward from Mauch Chunk, takes, under the name of
the ‘“Second Mountain,”” a southwesterly course to the
Susquehanna River, leaving the towns of Mauch Chunk,

Tamaqua, Pottsville, and Tremont to the north; thence
2%
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in a northeasterly course, as the ¢ Peters Mountain,” to
a point nearly southwest from Tower City ; thence north-
westwardly, as ‘‘ Berrie’s Mountain,”’ again crossing the
Susquehanna ; thence southeastwardly to Taylorsville, as
the ¢ Mahantongo Mountain;’’ thence northwestwardly
again, in the direction of the Susquehanna, as the ¢‘ Line
Mountain ;"' thence, bearing in a southeasterly direction,
as the ¢ Little Mountain’’ (a misnomer), leaving Shamo-
kin, Ashland, Shenandoah, and Mahanoy City to the south,
to a point in Union Township, Schuylkill County. Here
the mountain runs almost due north for some. miles as the
Catawissa Mountain, when its course is again changed to
southeasterly as the Nescopeck Mountain ; thence north
and northwest as the Wyoming Mountain, and thence
again in an easterly direction, running north of Wilkes-
barre and Scranton, as the Shickshinny Mountain. Within
the area inclosed by this mountain lies all the at present
discovered anthracite coal of Pennsylvania. It embraces
not only the large basins before named, but also a number
of comparatively small detached coal-fields. The investi-
gations of recent years have shown these detached basins to
be so numerous and extensive as to warrant the assertion
of but one coal-field, inclosed within the line of mountain
before described, yielding coal wherever sufficient geologi-
cal height is attained. Within this area are inclosed the
coal-producing portions of Carbon, Schuylkill, Dauphin,
Northumberland, Columbia, and Luzerne Counties, and it
is to a great extent occupied by a series of majestic moun-
tains, the Sharp, the Broad, the Big Mahanoy, the Little
Mahanoy, the Locust, the Green, the Macauley, and
others.

In the red shale measures, lying beneath the coal con-
glomerates, there have been attempts made at cultivation,
and in Luzerne County, where the surface of the ground
is not broken as elsewhere throughout the coal region, a
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number of good farms are located in the midst of the coal
measures. The arable land, however, bears but a very
small proportion to the great mountain-ranges, rich in
coal and other minerals, which present insurmountable
obstacles to the agriculturist in sides of rough, hard con-
glomerate rock. Not only is the amount of tillable land
limited, but what there is of it is not fully utilized by a
population whose primary aim is the development of min-
eral resources, who have but little knowledge of husbandry
and less taste for the patient toil of the husbandman. Not
only are the farms confined to a few localities, but sites for
building-purposes convenient to the mining operations or
collieries are sometimes difficult to obtain, owing to the
rough and jagged surface of the country. This fact those
who have visited Pottsville, Mauch Chunk, and Ashland
can readily understand. The physical formation of the
country, in connection with the nature of the>business of
mining coal, which necessitates the employment of large
bodies of men at fixed points, has gathered together the
immense population of the coal region in cities, towns,
and large settlements.*

Miles in extent, displaying nature either in its original
grandeur or defaced by the hand of the woodsman, fre-
quently intervene, not only between settlements, but be-
tween any habitations of man. This situation of affairs
does not strike the visitor to the coal region with surprise,
for the explanation is patent on the face of the country
itself; but, in connection with other causes, it tends to

* By the census of 1870, the population of the counties in which anthra-
cite coal is found was as follows, viz., Carbon, 28,144 ; Schuylkill, 116,428 ;
Northumberland, 41,444; Luzerne, 160,755. Since the census of 1870 the
population of these counties has very largely increased. No account is
here taken of the population of Dauphin and Columbia Counties, where

important coal operations are located, but which are in extent agricultural
rather than mining counties,
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show the possibility of a state of affairs there which, in a
rich agricultural country, where every foot of the surface
of the ground is the object of man’s care and is made sub-
servient to man’s wants, or even in a densely-populated
city, under proper police regulations, would be regarded as
impossible. From the midst of a dense population it is
but a step to mountain-ranges within whose recesses the
criminal may hide for weeks or months undisturbed and
undetected. Not only do the physical character of the
country and the nature of the business employment tend to
render the population gregarious, but this result is also, to
a certain extent, necessitated by the additional facilities
thereby gained in obtaining supplies of the necessaries of
life. The fuel with which they are warmed is before them,
but the food they eat, both animal and vegetable, the
clothes they wear, and all that is required for every other
material want, must frequently be brought from a great
distance. By living in settlements such supplies can there-
fore be more readily obtained.

Not only is the singular feature presented of nearly the
whole population of the coal regions living in cities, towns,
and small settlements, oftentimes called ¢¢ patches,’’ but the
character and habits of the population in the several settle-
ments differ widely from each other. Scranton, Wilkes-
barre, Mauch Chunk, Pottsville, and Tamaqua are all
business centres, wherein are located banks, manufacturing
establishments, the general offices of railroad and coal com-
panies, large stores, and where, to a great extent, the wealth
of the region naturally clusters. These cities and towns are
not only business centres, but offer additional inducements,
social, educational, and religious, to the coal operator and
those whose means enable them to retire from business, in
the selection of a place of residence. As a consequence,
they have lost, in a great degree, the distinctive character
of mining settlements, and differ, perhaps, from other
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places of equal size throughout the country only in being
more cosmopolitan ; this arising from the wide range em-
braced by their business operations and the varied character
of the inhabitants. Towns such as Ashland, Shenandoah,
Mahanoy City, Minersville, St. Clair, Hazleton, Pittston,
Plymouth, and many others of large population, to a cer-
tain degree partake of the character of business and social
centres, but the mining classes, being largely in the majority,
regulate and control them. Besides these two classes of
towns there are a great number of ¢ patches,’”’ or settle-
ments, whose population is entirely composed of miners
and laborers and those whose business is either directly or
indirectly connected with the mines. While the admix-
ture of the foreign element pervades every part of the re-
gion, in the large cities and towns native-born citizens of
the United States hold control, but at the colliery towns the
power of the foreigner is absolute. In these last still fur-
ther divisions are made, some being almost exclusively
composed of Irishmen, with natives of Queens and other
counties, Ireland, largely in the majority. In such towns
not only have the manners, customs, and modes of thought
of the Irish people been transplanted, but even the local
prejudices incident to certain localities in that beautiful
but, in many respects, unfortunate land. Coming here
fresh from the contest with the landlord and land-agent in
Ireland, with no surrounding influences to teach them their
error, they transfer a prejudice which has grown with their
growth and strengthened with their strength to the coal
operator and the boss, from whom they derive their sub-
sistence, and under whose direction they work. Taught
from infancy to believe that as against them capital is never
used except as an instrument of oppression, under the in-
fluence, sometimes, of real wrongs, but more frequently
under a mistaken belief of an encroachment upon their
rights, a spirit of resistance is aroused, which wicked and



22 RELATION OF THE LABOR UNION

designing wretches have so used and controlled as to render
the undetected commission of horrid crimes not only easy
but, to a certain extent, sympathized with. That the above
is no justification for such a state of affairs is true ; neverthe-
less, it explains, or tends to explain, the possibility of its
existence.

CHSAR S RN T

RELATION OF THE LABOR UNION AND THE MOLLY MAGUIRE—
THE MOLLY MAGUIRE POLITICAL AND OTHERWISE.

For the purpose of showing the possibility of the suc-
cessful organization and working of the ‘“ Molly Maguire’’
association at this period in the world’s history, in a sec-
tion of the country densely populated, and teeming with
mineral wealth of vast importance to the progress and
growth of the nation, where business has settled into legiti-
mate channels, where law is respected and maintained by
the vast majority of the community, where capital to the
amount of hundreds of millions is invested and wields its
strong arm in maintenance of the rights of person and
property, some reference to certain characteristics and
prejudices of the Irish peasant, created and nurtured in his®
native land, appeared unavoidable. It has also been deemed
necessary to explain how, by reason of the physical forma-
tion of the coal regions, the nature of coal mining and the
method of carrying it on, settlements have sprung into ex-
istence not only composed of Irishmen, but representing
also, to a great extent, localities in that country, each with
its local ideas and prejudices,—Ireland itself, as it were,
transported to the coal regions. It must not be understood
that any imputation or reflection is intended against the
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character of the miners and laborers of the coal regions.
Such laborers are composed in the main of foreigners,—
German, English, Scotch, Welsh, Poles, and Irish,—and
the assertion is made without fear of contradiction, that
in no large laboring community in the world can there be
found better citizens or more abiding respect for law and
order than among the majority of the coal miners of the
anthracite regions. Nor is there any intention in any way
to attack the Irish element or the Irish people. Todo so
would be in the face of the fact that Ireland is pre-emi-
nently the land in which orators, poets, statesmen, and
soldiers have claimed a birthplace or to which they trace
their lineage. As a nation they are warm-hearted, gener-
ous, and impulsive to a fault; brave, romantic, and en-
thusiastic. Among no other people can be found examples
of greater heroism or of more sublime self-sacrifice. No
heart beats more sympathetically to a tale of suffering, and
no hand responds more kindly to the claim of family,
friend, or kindred. ¢ Their men are brave and their women
are chaste,’”’ has ever been recognized as to them no un-
meaning eulogy. In their very faults they oftentimes dis-
play their virtues, and those who have examined most
thoroughly into the inside workings of the ¢ Molly
Maguire’’ organization can recognize in many of their
crimes, dark, foul, and damnable though they are, traces
of a perverted chivalry. It is from no mean or ignoble
characteristic in the Irish people that has arisen the preju-
dice under the influence of which they class the witness
who testifies as to the commission of crime in which he
bad no part with the ¢ informer’” who first instigates and
then betrays. Nor is the impulse wholly bad which stands
in behalf of the honor of old Ireland, of race and of re-
ligion, in earnest support of a criminal through good
report and through evil report, in whose deeds they have
no part, whose crimes they abhor, and whose professions
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of religion are felt to be a stigma and a disgrace. To de-
spise meanness, to maintain confidence, to revere coun-
try, to cherish family and kindred, to uphold religion, are
all virtues of the highest order, and yet the perversion of
these virtues has rendered the existence of the “Molly
Maguires’’ a possibility. ‘The order is composed entirely
of Irishmen and the sons of Irishmen, professing the
Roman Catholic faith, and yet their crimes are regarded
with intense horror by the body of the Irish people, and
against the order the Church has hurled its fiercest anath-
emas, denouncing its members as outlaws, and denying
them Christian burial. That despite such sentiment of the
people and such action on the part of the Church the soci-
ety should grow and flourish is to be accounted for, as
before stated, in a romantic and perverted exercise of im-
pulses founded on virtues.

The magnitude and length of the “¢strikes’” in the coal
region, combined with the influence of those ¢¢strikes,’’ not
only on business but also on domestic interests, throughout a
very large section of the country, have drawn special atten-
tion to the ¢¢ Laborers’ and Miners’ Union,’”” and an im-
pression has to some extent obtained that the ¢ Labor
Union,” if not identical, is at least in earnest sympathy
with the ¢ Molly Maguires.”” The only color for such a
charge exists in the fact that the great majority of the ¢ Mol-
lies’’ belong to the ¢ Union,” and that the counsels of
such members were naturally for violent rather than peace-
able redress, and, further, that most of the notorious out-
rages committed by ¢‘ Mollies’’ were against capital, as
represented in property or in the persons of superin-
tendents and bosses. It is also true that decrees of the
“ Union’’ were enforced under the influence of a fear of
violence against the disobedient, whether members of the
“Union”’ or not,”’—a fear strengthened by the marching
of bodies of men from colliery to colliery, demanding an
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immediate stoppage of work, and the necessity that has
arisen to call at different times upon the executive of the
State for the military to preserve the peace and protect
property. Nevertheless, the charge of sympathy or willing
co-operation of the ¢ Labor Union,”’ as a body, with the
¢¢ Mollies,”’ is believed to be without foundation.

Public attention has been specially called, as before re-
marked, to the ‘“Unions'’ of the anthracite coal-fields,
owing to the wide-spread effect of their actions upon the
public at large ; but in the principles upon which they are
founded, and in their government and general administra-
tion, they are nearly, if not quite, identical with the vari-
ous labor and trades unions which have been formed by
almost every branch of labor, trade, and mechanic art in
this country and in Europe.

A charge against them of crime by reason of their organ-
ization could be brought with equal force against every
association of a similar character here and elsewhere, and
would bring up every vexed and mooted question in relation
to capital and labor, the discussion of which would be
foreign to the present subject. It may be observed, how-
ever, just here, that the tendency of the age appears to be to
centralization, and that capital, which is condensed labor,
is centralized or combined in great corporations, that
such corporations combine with one another in further-
ance of whatever end may be in view, and that that end
may frequently be subversive of the interest of the laboring
man or artisan.

To admit the right of combination for the protection of
capital, and deny it for the protection of labor, would
seem neither logic nor justice, and this view, both statute
law and courts, exercising, as they properly should, a fos-
tering care over labor, have upheld.*

* A combination of employers to depress the wages of journeymen

& 3
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But be the merits of the question what they may, as has
been before stated, the great body of the miners and labor-
ers of the coal region, albeit mostly foreigners, and very
many of those foreigners Irish, will compare favorably with
any other large body of laborers, bound by a common in-
terest, and forming the mass of communities, in the world.
Whether judging wisely or unwisely of their true interest,
very many, and in some sections the large majority, of the
best of such workingmen belong to the ¢ Union.”’

Nor are these men mere ignorant ¢ hewers of wood and
drawers of water.”” Education, it is true, is not so gen-
erally diffused among them as among Americans of the
present or foreigners of the rising generation, but instances
of a high degree of culture are by no means rare, and
shrewdness and common sense are usual. 7

These men are not murderers, neither do they sympa-
thize with murder, and none more earnestly rejoice than

below what they would be if there was no recurrence to artificial means
by either side, is criminal.—Commonwealth vs. Carlisle, Gibson, J.,
Brightly's Reports, 41.

It must be evident, therefore, that an association is criminal when its
object is to depress the price of labor below what it would bring if it were
left without artificial excitement by either masters or journeymen to take
its chance in the market. , . . A combination to resist oppression, not
merely supposed but real, would be perfectly innocent.—/%id., 42.

There are a variety of British precedents of indictments against journey-
men for combining to raise their wages, and precedents rank next to de-
cisions as evidence of the law; but it has been thought sound policy in
England to put this class of the community under restrictions so severe, by
statutes that were never extended to this country, that we ought to pause
before we adopt their law of conspiracy as respects artisans.—/7id., 37.

Shaw, C. J.: The averment is.this; that the defendanis and others
formed themselves into a society, and agreed not to work for any person
who should employ any journeyman or other person not a member of
such society, after notice given him to discharge such workman. The
manifest intent of the association is to induce all those engaged in the
same occupation to become members of it. Such purpose is not unlaw-
ful.~~Commonwealth vs. Hunt e# al., 4 Metcalf, 128,
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they in the belief that a reign of terror is over, and that
law and order will rule instead.

While it is not and cannot be denied by the ¢ Labor
Union”’ that many of the ‘“ Mollies’’ belong to the asso-
ciation, it is a matter of congratulation that only a few of
those at present recognized as criminals do so.

And yet it may be that from the manner of enforcing
‘¢strikes,”’ in the early history of the coal region, arose the
idea among fugitives from justice, and those who had been
members of kindred organizations when in Ireland, of
the practicability of a society for the perpetration of crime
and the defeat of the course of justice.

As has been stated, in the early history of the coal trade,
when speculation ran wild, when society was forming
itself, when an El Dorado was sought in mountains of rock,
whose geology was then an unsolved riddle and is even
now not fully understood, and which offered no attraction
except to the angler, the adventurous tourist, or the artist,
scenes of turbulence, crime, and violence were by no
means rare. But crime was spasmodic, and such as gener-
ally accompanies speculative fever in the early days of
mining enterprise.

Since anthracite coal mining has become regularly estab-
lished, it is doubtful whether any great interest of the
country has been so subject to sudden fluctuation as the
coal business. In its successful working a very large
amount of capital is now and has been required, and yet,
as a rule, the coal operator or lessee of coal land (for the
owner has seldom mined his own lands) has been a man
of enterprise and dash rather than capital. At times the
profits arising from mining coal have been exceedingly
large, and for the chances of such periods great risks have
been taken, and frequent and heavy failures have been a
natural consequence.

With the fluctuations of the trade fluctuated the de-
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mand for, and wages of, labor. In periods of prosperity
every available hand was employed, at almost fabulous
rates, and a heavy draft made on the surplus labor not only
of this country but also of Europe. In times of reverses
occurred long days of enforced idleness, with thousands
out of employment, in a section of country affording com-
paratively little agricultural or other recourse beyond
mining.

The adjustment of wages, therefore, has always been an
open field for controversy between the employer and em-
ployed, and misunderstandings and utter estrangement
have too often been the consequence ; the employer look-
ing upon his men as totally regardless of his interests or
his misfortunes, and the men, on their part, viewing the
employer as the representative of capital, ever seeking to
degrade and trample under foot the rights of labor. The
few direct points of contact, the different places of resi-
dence, the different modes of life and associations, intensi-
fied a state of feeling which was frequently taken advantage
of and controlled by ruffians, understanding little and
caring less for the issues at stake, who instigated deeds of
violence, either in a wanton spirit of evil or to subserve
private ends.

In consequence of large bodies of workingmen residing
in distinct communities and at distant points, and between
whose members existed a friendship in many instances
formed beyond the ocean, but who had no acquaintance or
intercourse with any coal operators, superintendents, or
bosses other than their own, a system of enforcing danger-
ous or unlawful demands grew into being. For example, a
demand for higher wages being made and refused, the parties
so demanding would remain apparently acquiescent, either
for the reason that no open conflict would be desired with
the employer, or that a movement to enforce such demand
did not receive the full sanction of the whole body of work-
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men, without whose active aid and co-operation it would
be ineffectual. The next movement would be to write
anonymous letters, delivered by a secret hand, or posted
on the coal-breaker, or other building attached to the
works, warning obnoxious parties, and generally contain-
ing threats of personal violence. Such letters or notices
usually contained rude drawings of coffins and of pistols,
and have attained wide-spread notoriety, both in this coun-
try and in Ireland, as ‘coffin notices.”” If these notices
were disregarded, personal notice would be given, requiring
a ‘““strike,”” or whatever might have been determined upon,
by strangers from a distant colliery, unknown to all not
immediately engaged in the conspiracy. Upon those still
refusing to obey, further notice was sometimes served, but
at once the full force of social ostracism would be brought
to bear upon them as enemies of the workingman, fre-
quently followed by waylayings, abuse, and fearful beatings.

And here let it be remarked that it is a great error
to assume that the evil deeds of the band of miscreants who
have infested the coal regions have been altogether against
persons and property representing capital. Their iron
rule was felt by all, the high and the low alike, and many
a poor laboring man has suffered untold hardships, his life
rendered a curse from constant fear, or has met unexpected
death at their hands in some unnoticed brawl.

The perpetrators of the outrages were generally disguised
and unknown to the victim, and escape to the woods was
easy. In those rare cases where a clue to the criminal was
found or suspected, and the offender brought to the bar of
justice, the ever-convenient ““alibi’’ was ready, and a ver-
dict of ““not guilty’’ was compelled. It can readily be
understood how in such a condition of affairs the peace-
able and well-disposed should succumb to the rule of the
desperado and the ruffian, the more especially as the pecu-
liar views relative to ‘‘informers’’ held by that large class

3-)('
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of the laboring population represented by Irishmen ren-
dered the detection of crime still more difficult.

Nor is it strange that crime, being a success, and going
unwhipped of justice, should develop in strength, seek or-
ganization, and revel in the madness of Satanic power. ‘A
whisper of such organization spread abroad, and the names
of ¢ Buckshot’’* and ‘¢ Molly Maguire’’ became household
words, inspiring far greater wonder and terror in the cot of
the laborer than in the mansion of the wealthy or among
the residents of the larger towns.

It is not generally understood, but it is believed to be
a fact, that as some protection against this organization
very many of the best disposed of the miners and laborers
joined the ¢ Labor Union.”’ Through it they sought a
power by which the actions of an unknown and irrespon-
sible set of men could be controlled, and through it they
hoped to be enabled to have some voice in questions of
labor which affected their very existence. Such action on
their part was not only natural but proper ; their labor was
their capital and their life, and to have some influence as
to its direction was their first desire. The end in view was,
however, but partly accomplished. Shortly after the break-
ing out of the war an era of prosperity in coal-mining
interests commenced, which continued for some years.
Wages were high and labor was in demand, and little if
any attention was paid to the character of the laborer em-
ployed.

The ¢ Labor Unions”’ increased in numbers, combined,
extended their connections, and became arrogant.

This state of affairs gave to the worst element in that or-
ganization, the idle, the vagabond, and the criminal, undue
power and influence.

*The ' Buckshots” and * Mollies” are identical. The name first
adopted in the coal region was that of * Buckshot.” The organization
can be traced back to 1854 or 1855, and even earlier,
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It is natural for man to avail himself of power, and the
power of labor was in the ascendant. Encroachment after
encroachment was made upon the rights of the employer,
until it came to be claimed that no man should be em-
ployed and no man discharged except as sanctioned by
the ‘““Union.”” The manner of working, the hours of
working, the superintendents and the bosses, were held
to be under their control and subject to their direction.
They claimed a right to fix a rate of wages and times of
payment, without at the same time according to the em-
ployer the privilege of refusing their demands and em-
ploying others in their stead. Some of these acts are
attributable to the circumstances which gave them the
power, and others to the pernicious influence of the band
of criminals who foisted themselves among them. Whilst
it is an act of simple justice to the leaders of the ¢ Labor
Union’’ to acknowledge that, as a general rule, the true
interests of the workingman, from their stand-point, were
sought to be obtained peaceably and through compromise,
and whilst in such efforts they had the approval of the
great body of the society, unreasonable demands were
pressed through the influence and granted through fear of
the “* Molly Maguire.”’

Under the influence of organization and of general pros-
perity, the ¢ Mollies”’ increased in numbers and in power.
Throughout the coal regions they completely controlled
the organization known as the A. O. H., or Ancient Order
of Hibernians, and, using that order as a cloak, endeavored
to increase still further their numbers and their influence,
on the pretext that the order is chartered by the Legisla-
ture for legal and proper purposes as a benevolent associa-
tion. The ambition of the leaders among them, many of
whom deserted labor and the mines for the more con-
genial and influential positions of small tavern and saloon
keepers, kept pace with their increased power. They
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sought not only to control the movements of the ¢‘Labor
Union,”’ to inspire whole coal-mining interests with a fear
of their displeasure, but also to have a potent voice in
politics, township, county, State, and national. The most
direct object of their ambition existed in the management
of township affairs and the funds arising from road and
school taxes. Lands having an immense salable value,
as high as five hundred dollars, one thousand dollars, and
even upwards, per acre, were under their influence and
control, as subjects of assessment and the collection of
taxes. Possessed of but little taxable property themselves,
these lands, especially in the way of the fund arising from
road-taxes, were of immense importance in advancing the
power and influence of the society.

A road once constructed on a barren, rocky soil, such as
the coal region as a general rule presents, costs but little
to keep in repair, and yet the taxes assessed and levied have
in some instances been as high as twelve hundred dollars
per mile in a single year. This money has been used not
only as a fund by dishonest township officials, but also in
the interest of parties who only nominally worked upon the
roads. The misapplication of school funds has not been
so flagrant and so extensive as that of those collected for
road purposes. It has nevertheless been a power in perpet-
uating the reign of terror under which the coal regions have
been held. In county politics they have, in a number of
instances, urged with much force members of the organiza-
tion as candidates for leading offices, and in Schuylkill
County succeeded in three instances in electing *¢ Mollies”
to the office of County Commissioner, an office of great
importance, as one of the powers of the Board of Com-
missioners is that of appointing the collectors of county
taxes.* In Schuylkill County also, in one instance, a no-

# In Carbon County two “ Mollies” have at different times held the
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torious ¢“ Molly,”’ now convicted of high crimes and mis-

demeanors, succeeded in receiving the nomination for
Associate Judge, and only failed of the election by a few
hundred votes out of a poll of many thousands. In every
election they have exercised a corrupting influence, by the
demand of money or promises antecedent to their support.
For State and national offices, townships have been put up
for sale to the highest bidder, and the vote delivered ac-
cording to contract. Rumors of a vote to be given on
account of a pardon to be extended to some offender or
offenders whom no perjury could save from the meshes of
the law, have been common ; and such pardon, following
quickly after the result of an election has become known,
has given those rumors a force and effect they would not
otherwise possess.

From both of the great political parties money has been
demanded in exchange for their support, and it is to be
feared that members of both parties have yielded to their
unjust demands. With township offices and township
funds under their absolute control, with county officials
under their influence, their votes spught and purchased at
State and national elections, their crimes rarely detected,
and when detected often pardoned, it is hardly matter of
wonder that throughout the coal regions crime held high
carnival, that fraud was permitted without question, and
that the murderer shot down his victim in the broad light
of day and in the presence of many witnesses with scarcely
a care for concealment.

The overgrown power of the ¢ Labor Union,’’ and the
burdensome taxation imposed upon real estate through
the influence of the ¢ Molly’’ organization, as well as a
general feeling of insecurity as to life and property, made

office of County Commissioner, and a “* Molly” also succeeded in being
elected to the State Legislature. Both the Democratic and the Repub-
lican party have been victimized.

B*
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the surrender of individual operators to the policy of great
coal mining and transporting companies of comparatively
easy accomplishment. The owner of productive coal
lands, wearied by the continual struggle between his ten-
ants and the men, whereby his income was seriously im-
paired, was glad to sell his lands at a moderate figure in
comparison to their true value, whilst the owner of unpro-
ductive lands, borne down by taxes, and seeing no hope
in the future, was glad, at a comparatively small price,
to dispose of property that was becoming an intolerable
burden. The masses of the people of this country have wit-
nessed with great misgivings the increasing power of these
overgrown monopolies; but, dangerous as their great powers
may become if vested in unscrupulous hands, it may well
be doubted if through any other means the evils that
had sprung into existence could have been rooted out.
The control and management of the mines, the manner
of their working, the right to employ and discharge hands,
were passing away from the owners, and were fast vesting in,
not the ¢“Labor Union”’ proper, but the ¢¢Labor Union’’
under the direction of the ‘“ Molly Maguires.”’

The great companies combined in a struggle for the
ownership of their property, and in the struggle have
been materially assisted by the prostration of business
under which we at present suffer; but it is only at this
time, after long and careful preparation, that the blow has
been struck which has broken down an organization as ter-
rible as any in the world’s history. The detailed statement
of events connected with the existence of that organiza-
tion reads like a horrible tale of a past age, of the Thug
of India, the Bandit of Italy, the Buccaneer of the Spanish
main, of scenes afar from civilization, where law was pow-
erless to defend or punish. That in the second half of the
nineteenth century, in one of the richest and most populous
regions of Pennsylvania, with courts of justice in full force,
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and the majority of citizens ready and willing to execute
the law, property should be held by only a nominal owner-
ship, freedom of action be denied to thousands under fear
of sudden and dreadful death, and the -incendiary and
assassin attempt their hellish work in the broad glare of
day, would seem utterly incredible, and yet, difficult as it
is to realize, it is true.

By the great body of the workingmen of the coal regions
the maintenance of the rights of property was, if not wel-
comed, at least cheerfully accorded in. But with the pros-
tration of business the ¢“ Molly’’ seemed to madden in his
career of crime, and to become fairly drunken with blood.
Deeds of arson and murder were planned in rapid succes-
sion ; some were foiled, but many were executed. Men
for merely acting in obedience to orders, or in the line
of official duty, were shot down like dogs. Murder was
deemed worthy of reward, and he who committed the
greatest number and most terrible of crimes took the
highest social rank in this fearful band. No man’s life was
felt to be safe; vigilance committees were being formed,
and probably most fearful retaliation would have been
meted out, in which, it may be, the innocent would have
suffered with the guilty, when the arrest of the murderers
of John P. Jones, of Lansford, still fresh from the scene of
blood, revived hopes that justice, according to the forms
of law, was still possible. The result has justified these
hopes. The confessions of the criminals, the testimony of
James McParlan the detective, the energetic and thorough
action of the Wilkesbarre Coal and Iron Company and the
Philadelphia and Reading Coal and Iron Company, and
the firm attitude maintained by court and jury in the dis-
charge of duty, all render evident the glorious truth that
the story of ‘¢ Molly Maguire’’ outrages has passed into
history, and that the power of the organization for evil is
broken forever.
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CHAPTER 1IV.
SOCIETIES IN IRELAND AND AMERICA.

It is doubtful whether the ¢ Ribbon’’ society in Ireland,
terrible as is its record, even in the days of its greatest
strength, ever attained a moiety of the power and influ-
ence reached by the ¢ Molly Maguires” of the anthracite
coal-fields of Pennsylvania during the past fifteen years.
This is perhaps owing to the fact that the Irish peasant in
the land of his nativity, discontented and turbulent, for
centuries has been held under subjection and control by
the strong hand of England. Living on the same estate,
and frequently in the same miserable cot, occupied by
generations of his ancestors, poor and down-trodden, his
means of intercourse with distant points were limited and
rendered dangerous through the “spy’’ and ‘‘informer”’
in the constant employ of the authorities. Taught, how-
ever, the full value of combination through the various
conspiracies instigated by the exiled House of Stuart,
under the control and management of French emissaries,
organizations more or less powerful were effected. Such
organizations, however, although co-operating, bearing the
same name, and having the same general object in view,
never attained the same power of combination as that
reached by the Molly Maguire in the comparatively lim-
ited area of the anthracite coal-fields, with its immense
population and rapid means of transit from point to point.

Among the emigrants to this country, it must be borne
in mind, an undue proportion of the discontented class of
Irish peasants found their way. The ravages occasioned by
the potato-rot in Ireland in 1846 were too great to be borne
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by an overcrowded population already fearfully pressed by
poverty. Naturally they turned abroad for relief, and the
United States, offering a broad field for labor at remunera-
tive wages, was looked upon as a ‘“harbor of refuge.”
The necessity of some means of relief was recognized by all
classes, the landlord as well as the tenant, and such relief
was felt to be in a course of systematized emigration. As
a consequence, on some estates inducements to emigrate
were offered and a portion of the expenses defrayed by the
landlord. In some instances emigration was practically
required, and where this was the case it can readily be un-
derstood that coercive means were applied to the criminal
or the turbulent. It was not uncommon to collude in the
flight of criminals from the country, and to offer aid and
advice to those suspected of criminal acts to save them-
selves from prosecution by a voyage across the ocean.

In many instances those who had been lawless under the
influence of bad association and dire necessity in Ireland
have, by counter-influences in this land, developed into
good and valuable citizens. But in too many cases a turbu-
lent spirit of resistance to lawful authority, together with
a morbid suspicion and fear of encroachments upon their
rights and privileges, has developed itself into a wild and
unreasoning cry for justice where no oppression was in-
tended or offered, and has resulted in deeds of fearful
crime, which have tended to sully the Irish name and
thrown a stain—unjustly, it is contended and believed—
on the Irish character. The spirit and genius of our civ-
ilization and laws are not repressive; with us, the most
effective rules of conduct are enforced by public sentiment,
stronger far than penal statute, court of justice, or minister
of law, and that sentiment, as a general rule, is overwhelm-
ingly in favor of submission to lawful authority. By reason
of this general disposition on the part of the whole body
of the people, associations and societies, secret and other-

4
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wise, for almost every conceivable purpose, are sanctioned
by the law and are regarded with no suspicion. y

The A. O. H., or Ancient Order of Hibernians, a so-
ciety regularly incorporated under the laws of Pennsylvania
as a beneficial association, and connecting itself with divi-
sions of the order throughout the United States and Great
Britain, has been controlled throughout the greater por-
tion of the anthracite coal-fields of Pennsylvania for a few
years past by the class of Irishmen known as the Molly Ma-
guires. Through the medium of this order a thorough and
complete organization of the worst classes throughout the
coal region has been effected. The avowed object of the
society as a beneficial association has been, so far ascan
be learned, entirely dropped, and in the heart of the most
populous towns, before the eyes of the whole community,
conventions have been held in which crimes have been
planned, considered, and approved, and murder agreed to
be rewarded.

It was by means of this organization, through which unity
of action was attainable, that a political influence was ac-
quired that for a time seemed to render the Molly Maguire
omnipotent for evil. That the society has existed in some
form and under various names as far back as 1853, or per-
haps before, there is little doubt, but prior to 1862 or 1863
it was confined to particular localities, and, although the
instrument of much evil, had not reached the degree of
arrogant confidence attained in after-years, and only now
shaken by the terrible revelations in regard to its true ob-
jects and character.

The Ancient Order of Hibernians is a society having 2
large membership throughout the United States and Great
Britain. It is said to contain among its active members
men of high character and unblemished lives, and the
avowed object of its formation is not only lawful but good.
There is no conclusive evidence which connects the order
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outside of the coal region with criminal acts, in this country
or in Great Britain, and it is but simple justice, until the
contrary is shown, to believe that the name and charter of
the association were taken possession of by the ‘“ Molly”’
outlaws in violation of the general principles of the order.*
It is true that it is a matter in testimony in a case of ‘‘ con-
spiracy to commit murder,’’ tried in Schuylkilli County in
August, 1876, that the leading officers of the order in the
city of New York used money belonging to the associa-
tion to aid a criminal member in fleeing from justice. A
charitable view of the transaction would ascribe so unwar-
rantable an act to individual sympathy of men in what
was seemingly a benevolent act, rather than to recognized
official authority to defeat the ends of justice. It is al-
leged, however, that the national delegates at New York
have assessed the sum of five dollars on each division of
the order—some six thousand in number—throughout the
United States, making in the aggregate the sum of thirty
thousand dollars, to defray the expenses of the defense of
the ‘¢ Mollies’’ charged with crime in the coal region. This
has produced open revolt in the case of one division, and
their action in making the assessment is regarded by the
public generally with strong disapproval. It is, however,
by no means conclusive evidence of either the sympathy or
complicity of the order generally in criminal acts. Men,
however criminal, are entitled to all the protection the law
affords, and are justly entitled to a fair trial and the
benefit of able counsel. That some such feeling rather
than a consciousness of common guilt controlled what
must be considered under the circumstances the ill-advised

* John J. Slattery, an influential member, testified at Mauch Chunk,
October 21, 1876, as follows, viz.: *I have it from members and county
delegates, and others, that the entire organization from the Atlantic to the
Pacific, and from the Gulf of Mexico to Maine, is criminal in its char-
acter.”
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action of the national delegates, it is but fair to assume.
That the order throughout this country and Great Britain
has not openly and officially repudiated and denounced
those who in the coal regions have brought a lasting stigma
and disgrace upon the organization, is not so readily under-
stood. To do so would appear natural as a means of self-
protection and self-justification ; that it has not been done
is a matter of deep regret to those who are sincerely and
earnestly anxious to believe that no considerable body of
American citizens, whatever may be the place of their na-
tivity, sympathize with ruffians, incendiaries, and assassins.
Had the lodges or chapters of any other organization in
the United States been proven to have used their organiza-
tion in a manner céntrary to the purposes of its creation,
and to have been guilty of one tithe of the crimes already
proven to have been committed under the sanction of divi-
sions of the A. O. H. in Schuylkill, Northumberland, and
Carbon Counties, earnest and open disavowal would have
been instant and thorough, by the official action of the or-
ganization at large, and by the individual members of it.
That denunciation has not followed the exposure of crime
in this instance is only explainable—consistently with en-
tire innocence—by keeping in view the clannish character
of the Irish people, their thorough detestation of the
““informer,’”’ and a mistaken sense of honor, which would
characterize the desertion of the coal-region fiends in the
hour of their overthrow as cowardly and base.

It is to be hoped that before these remarks are pub-
lished to the world such disavowal shall have been made.
That there should be any question whatever on the subject
serves to illustrate to some extent a power and influence of
the ““ Molly’’ organization painful to acknowledge.

Whilst the Molly Maguire of the United States, in his
inception of crime, in his method of notifying the in-
tended victim, and in his mode of perpetration of outrage,
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bears a striking likeness to his prototypes, the Ribbonman
and Molly Maguire of Ireland, it is believed that no other
connection exists.

The Ribbon Society, whose deeds fill so large a space in
the annals of crime in Ireland, was organized in mainten-
ance of what were claimed to be the just and inalienable
rights and privileges of the tenants relative to the landed
estates. As has been before stated, the education of the
Irish peasant, his religion, and a prejudice, the growth of
centuries, induces a hatred to English rule, and especially
to that of the family at present on the throne. The land-
lord is regarded as a natural enemy, holding title to the
land by force, and not by right. Under the influence of
such prejudice and feelings, a certain unwritten code of
laws, or ‘‘tenant rights,”’ came into being, by which the
tenant claimed to possess his leasehold estate without, under
any circumstances, the right of dispossession existing in the
landlord. The landlord might be desirous of improving
his estate, or rent be largely in arrears; nevertheless, any
action on his part in maintenance of his right of property,
under the Ribbon code, was to be resisted to the death.
But not only upon the landlord did the Ribbonmen ex-
ercise their deadly vengeance; other tenants entering upon
the possession of the disputed property were equally with
the landlords and land-agents the victims of murderous,
and generally fatal, attacks. This society sprang into ex-
istence in the early part of the present century, maintained
its unhallowed existence for many years, and only received
permanent check upon the execution of Hodgens and Breen,
convicted of conspiracy to murder Patrick McArdle, at
Carrickmacross, in 1852.

The principal points of operation of this society were in
Tipperary, Kings, Queens, Meath, Westmeath, Louth, and
Monaghan Counties. The numerous murders and other
outrages which they have committed have done much to

4%
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retard the improvement and prosperity of Ireland, to in-
crease the evils arising from ‘‘absentee’’ ownership, and to
prevent the growth of those kindly relations and mutual
interests which should exist between the owner of the soil
and his less fortunate tenant. In a number of instances
the land-owners for years virtually yielded their estates to
the control of a discontented tenantry. Strange to say,
all ordinary rules in the management of property which
have proven successful in other countries, in Ireland seemed
to excite the most bitter opposition. The landlord anxious
to improve his estate and looking to the advancement in
prosperity of his tenantry, the philanthropist filled with
kindly intentions and anxious to render full justice tem-
pered with charity, were in constant danger and frequently
the victims of the assassin ; whilst the good-natured, fox-
hunting, drunken squire, having no end in view but his
own ease and the gratification of his own selfish impulses,
yielding to prejudices because too careless and too indo-
lent to run counter to them, was enabled to be guilty of
real acts of oppression, and at the same time to live in per-
fect safety, enjoying a high degree of personal prosperity.
A condition of affairs so paradoxical could exist only among
a people where the heart rather than the head is the con-
trolling power, whose habits are eminently social, whose
prejudices are intense, and with whom good-natured, open-
hearted manners are of more avail than lasting benefits
conferred with a repellent hand.

That the Irish peasant was himself the victim of many
a high-handed act of oppression well-authenticated tales
place beyond the possibility of a doubt. It is hard to im-
agine two classes of men more dissimilar and less likely to
coalesce than the English and the Irish. The English,
cold, staid, unyielding, and methodical, prejudiced beyond
any other people, with analytical power to understand such
prejudices and discuss them, with candor and honesty to
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acknowledge them, and with a magnificent self-sufficiency to
glory in them, regard with sovereign scorn, of which there
is no attempt at concealment, the open manner, the in-
formality, the impulsive and careless extravagance of their
Irish neighbors. In every prominent characteristic the two
nations are at variance, and in their intercourse, political
and social, generally meet with the jagged side of each
presented. The Englishman in his own way, and in his
own fashion, possesses far more real philanthropic feeling
than the Irishman ; he has an earnest desire to act not only
justly, but even kindly, if he only knew how ; but the Irish
question, an unsolved problem centuries ago, still remains
as complex as ever.

That the Ribbonmen as against the English government,
and in defiance of Saxon landlords, should not meet de-
termined resistance was not in the nature of things. On
some estates landlords endeavored to maintain their legal
rights with all the machinery of the law, and ¢ process-
servers,”” ‘‘grippers,’”’ ‘‘keepers,”’ and ‘‘drivers’’ were
employed to serve the tenants with legal processes for the
collection of rent. The ‘‘grippers’’ had in charge the
arresting of all tenants against whom decrees for non-
payment of rent had been obtained ; the ‘“keepers’’ were
employed to watch the crops, lest they should be carried
off in the night; whilst the ¢“drivers’’ were engaged to
drive all the live-stock found upon the premises of the de-
faulting tenant and lodge them in the pound, from which
they were not to be released until the rent was paid. These
severe measures, sometimes arbitrary, on the part of the
landlord, were met by the most determined resistance on
the part of the tenants; and on the barony of Farney,
County Monaghan, in the year 1843, the ¢ Molly Ma-
guires’’ were organized to act as auxiliary to, or in con-
nection with, the Ribbonmen,

There are a number of traditions as to the origin of the
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name of ‘“Molly Maguire.”” One is that the society was
formed under the auspices of an old woman of that name,
and the first meetings were held at her house. Another
account tells of a sort of Amazon of that name who not
only planned deviltry, but also was foremost in assisting to
execute it. Her followers received the nickname of ¢ Molly
Maguires.”” The best-authenticated explanation of the
name, however, is that the members were generally stout,
active young men, dressed up in women’s clothes, with
their faces blackened, or otherwise disguised, with crape or
fantastic masks, or with burnt cork about their eyes, mouths,
and cheeks.* In this condition they would pounce down
upon process-servers, grippers, kéepers, and drivers, duck
them in bog-holes, beat, and otherwise maltreat them.
Under such circumstances the very name of Molly Maguire
inspired terror, and to employ officers of the law was not
only difficult, but in some instances impossible. It does
not appear that the custom of wearing female dresses was
observed in all localities in Ireland, nor can any instance
now be recalled where the Molly Maguires have ever done
so in this country.

As has been before remarked, no connection is known
to exist between the ¢ Ribbonmen’’ and ¢ Molly Ma-
guires’’ of Ireland and the ¢ Molly Maguires’’ of the coal
region, without—and of that there is no present proof—
such connection should be through the Ancient Order of
Hibernians. The ¢ Mollies’’ have often committed out-
rages here that resemble in the minutest details the crimes
of their prototypes across the ocean, and this, too, with-
out one single mitigating circumstance to relieve their
horrid enormity. The ¢ Molly Maguire’’ of the coal re-
gion comes into existence without cause, or pretense of
a cause, in the past or present history of this country.

* Trench's  Realities of Irish"Life.”
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Standing the equal before the law of any man or set of
men in the land, his rights guarded, and even his prejudices
respected, he becomes with fiendish malice and in cold
blood an incendiary and assassin, a curse to the land that
has welcomed him with open arms, and a blot, a stain,
and a disgrace upon the character of his countrymen and
the name of the land of his nativity.

(CIEERIPET TRV

CARBON AND SCHUYLKILL COUNTIES, 1861 TO 1865.

IMMEDIATELY prior to, and during the first years of, the
war, the development of what is known as the middle an-
thracite coal-field was in its infancy. The construction of
the Philadelphia and Sunbury Railroad from Sunbury to
Mount Carmel, and the extension of the Mine Hill and
Schuylkill Haven Railroad over the Broad Mountain to
Ashland, it is true, had opened the western portion of that
basin, in the vicinity of Shamokin and Ashland, to enter-
prise and capital. But in the centre of the basin, where
are located the magnificent Girard estate and other valu-
able mineral lands, and to the eastward, settlements were
sparse, with but little improvement. The stimulus to the
anthracite coal trade by reason of the demand created by
the war, and the consequent building of new railroad out-
lets to market, have caused this region to spring, as if by
magic, into full development, with an immense popula-
tion ; and this fact is necessary to be borne in mind in
order that the shifting of the field of operations of the
¢ Molly Maguire,”’ hereafter narrated, may be understood.

At the period to which we refer, however, the great coal
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operations were being worked to the west of Pottsville, in
Schuylkill County, in the neighborhood of Summit Hill,
in Carbon County, and in the great upper coal-field in
Luzerne County.

At an early day ill-defined rumors that an order called
the ‘“Black Spots’’ was in existence in the vicinity of
Pottsville had been afloat, and several outrages then per-
petrated seem to bear the marks of criminal organization.
That the order, however, if even in existence, had any-
thing more than a mere local being and short life there is
no reason to suppose. But from the beginning of the year
1862, that a powerful society was exercising an unwhole-
some influence in Cass and adjoining townships in Schuyl-
kill County, was generally believed, and in Carbon and
parts of Luzerne County the name of ‘‘ Buckshot’’ was be-
coming a familiar term as applied to the lawless element in
the mining population. Demand for labor had suddenly
increased at a time when many of the best citizens were
absent in the army. Not only were their places to be
filled, but a large excess was required. Good and valuable
miners and laborers answered the demand, but with them

also great numbers of the worst class of a floating popula-
" tion. It is not surprising that to this latter element the
notice of an enrollment upon which to form a draft for
soldiers would afford an opportunity to strengthen and
increase an unlawful combination already existing.

Even to the best-regulated community there is nothing
popular or inspiriting in a contemplated- draft for soldiers.
It is a notice that the answer of the volunteer is not suffi-
cient, and that every man, whatever may be his private
obligations, must be prepared to answer to the call of his
country. From patriotic motive or necessity a draft will
be advocated, approved, and submitted to, on the same
principle that a nauseous dose of physic is taken,—present
discomfort for future health. &
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But there are certain persons who, either from thought-
lessness or a natural disposition, regard only the present;
and to this class the large lawless element appealed.  As a
consequence, in Cass and other t'ownships in Schuylkill
County, and in parts of Carbon County, active measures
to prevent enrollment were adopted. In Schtylkill County
careful and judicious treatment prevented an outbreak, and
the enrollment was made. In Carbon County, where the
¢ Buckshots’’ were fully organized, enrollment was also
effected, but amid a bitter and violent state of feeling.*
The spirit of lawlessness was aroused. It manifested itself
not only against the United States government, but against
all law, human and divine. The enrollment offered the
occasion for an appeal to the passions of men, by which
criminal organization was strengthened and increased.

In Carbon County at this time, and during several years,
the ¢ Buckshot’’ was bold, arrogant, and defiant in a career
of crime. Fearful assaults, arson, and murder were per-
petrated, and remained to a very great degree unpunished.
Not only did the civil authorities seem powerless, but the
strong arm of the United States government, invoked
when possible, seemed to stay only for the moment the
spirit of lawlessness. To such an extent did an open riot-
ous feeling manifest itself, that a number of leading coal
operators were warned to suspend operations until the un-
lawful demands of those opposed to the draft were acceded
to, and miners and laborers were notified that if they con-
tinued at work it would be at the peril of their lives. A
large body of rioters armed came to Mauch Chunk, over-
awed the citizens, forced their way into the jail, and released

* It is but simple justice to these sections of the coal regions to state
that at the breaking out of the war there was an instant response to the call
for volunteers, and that during the war the volunteers from these parts
were equal to those from any other portion of the community.
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a number of the prisoners. This riot occurred in the
summer of 1863.%

On the 14th of June, 1862, at a meeting held at Auden-
ried, Carbon County, to make arrangements for a meeting
to be held the following Fourth of July, a party of men
became infurfated at a man named F. W. S. Langdon,
the breaker-boss at one of the neighboring coal-breakers.
It appears that one of the party present, whether purposely
or by accident is uncertain, spit upon the American flag.
In any event, in the then excited condition of the public
mind such an act would be an opportunity for angry dis-
cussion. Langdon, who was standing on the hotel porch
where the meeting was held, denounced in strong terms
the person offending. This was the occasion of angry
retort and threats. It is supposed that, independent of
the offense given by Langdon that day, he had rendered
himself obnoxious to some of the workmen in his capacity
as boss. The threats used against him, in connection with
the angry looks with which he was regarded, caused some
of his friends to urge him to remain on the porch and not
to mingle with the crowd. Langdon did not himself be-
lieve that he was in any danger. He left the meeting,
and, the occasion presenting itself, walked some little dis-
tance away from the hotel. He was found alone, severely
beaten with stones, insensible, and in a dying condition.
One mortal blow received seemed to have been given with
a hammer. He died in a short time. A mob had evi-
dently followed him. Some persons were suspected of

* Through the kindness of General Charles Albright, a number of papers
relating to this period have been placed at the disposal of the writer, among
them a list of names of a portion of those connected with this riot. The
character of the individuals named is noted in brief. To publish this list
can answer no good purpose at this time, but the fact is noted that sixty
of the persons named were connected with other outrages,—riots, brutal
assaults, fiendish threats, or murder.
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having committed the murder, but the requisite evidence
to justify their arrest and hold them for trial was not ob-
tained.

The full details of the murder are probably known to
many persons ; but it is only after the lapse of more than
fourteen years, when the terrorism inspired by the ¢ Molly
Maguire’’ is passing away and the organization has re-
ceived repeated and heavy blows, that there is a prospect
of bringing the murderers to justice.

John Kehoe, the County Delegate of Schuylkill County,
is charged with the offense; so is Yellow Jack Donahue,
so is John Campbell, and so are others. The blow sup-
posed to have been struck with a hammer is said to have
been inflicted by Yellow Jack Donahue, with a swingle-tree
which he had picked up. It is probable that before many
months have passed a number of persons will be tried for
the murder.

On the sth of November, 1863, George K. Smith was
murdered in his own house at Audenried, in the presence
of his family. Mr. Smith had been a surveyor and mining
engineer, and at the time of his death was a coal operator.
He was suspected of having given the information by
which the United States government officials had been en-
abled to make the enrollment in his district.

During the afternoon of the sth of November he had
been absent from home, and on his return in the evening
complained of not feeling well. He in consequence retired
to his room. During the evening a man called at the
house, saying that he had a message for Mr. Smith. Mrs.
Smith told him her husband was not well, but that she
would carry him any message. The man replied, “No;
the matter is important, and I must see Mr. Smith him-
self.”” In consequence of this urgency Mr. Smith was
called, and came partly down-stairs. Whilst he was yet
on the stairs, a crowd of about tventy-five men, disguised

2 5
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with blackened faces, rushed into the house. They com-
menced shooting at him at once, inflicting wounds which
caused almost immediate death.

But the assassins did not themselves escape uninjured.
Great confusion prevailed, but determined resistance was
offered. George W. Ulrich, then in the employ of Mr.
Smith, was present at the time, armed with a revolver,
which he shot into the crowd. He wounded one man,
named John Donahue,—afterwards killed at Tuscarora, and
whose body he there identified,—and, it is supposed, killed
another. The marks of blood were found, and a ¢ Molly’
funeral followed shortly, but whose it was has not yet been
discovered. ; :

No evidence to convict any one of this crime was then
to be obtained. As in the case of Langdon, the proba-
bilities are that the offenders, or some of them, will shortly
be called upon to answer.

That the lawlessness existing in a portion of Carbon
County in the years 1862, 1863, and 1864 was greater than
in any portion of Schuylkill or Luzerne County at that
period, is possible. The existence of organized crime was
more fully recognized. But if in Schuylkill County no
such spirit of bold defiance to law was manifested as in
the attack upon the Mauch Chunk jail, the frequency of
crime, and the spirit of lawlessness prevailing there, were
exciting general alarm.*

On the 3d of July, 1862, a man named Thomas Hogan

* The writer has not given in detail the outrages committed in Luzerne
County. The character of the * Molly" outrages was the same in all parts
of the anthracite coal region. Whilst throughout the whole region the
testimony is that the '* Molly Maguire"' organization is criminal, during
the last few years better influences have been at work in Luzerne than in
other counties. As in Carbon and Schuylkill Counties the organization
has been detected and exposed, the details of crime in those counties have
received more special attention. Luzerne County during the past year
has afforded hiding-places for Schuylkill and Carbon County criminals.
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was killed at the Otto colliery. He was stabbed with a
knife by a Daniel Kelly. David Kelly, William Kelly,
and Lawrence Flynn are said to have been accessories.
That this was a “ Molly Maguire’’ murder is doubtful. It
was the first of a long series of murders in Schuylkill
County.*

On the 18th of December, 1862, there was an avowed
¢¢ Molly Maguire’’ outrage. On that day about two hun-
dred men, armed with guns, pistols, and other weapons,
made an attack upon the collieries of William Goyne, near
Forestville, Cass Township. They dragged the fire from
beneath the boilers, and stopped the engine and pumps.t
They beat seriously about fifteen men employed at the
mines. A Mr. Hopkins, in the employ of the Mine Hill
Railroad Company, was severely injured. They made an
attack upon and closed the colliery store. Three shots
were fired at the store-keeper, fortunately without hitting
him. Two young men, named Edward Harris and Edward
Great, were beaten badly. The ruffians remained at the
scene of outrage for over two hours. There was no rob-
bery committed. They then left, uttering threats of ven-
geance against the men should the collieries be started
or the stores opened without their permission. It is not
known that any of the employees of Mr. Goyne were con-
cerned in the matter, nor does any cause of complaint on
their part appear. The rioters during the scene boasted
largely of an organization called the ‘“ Molly Maguires,’’

* See Appendix A,—a list of fifty-five murders in Schuylkill County in
a little over three years, beginning in 1863. These were not all ** Molly"*
murders, nor would a conviction of * murder in the first degree” in all
cases have been justified. But many of them were brutal, cowardly assas-
sinations, for which there was neither trial nor conviction.

t By the stoppage of pumps mines below water-level soon fill with
water. This is looked upon as one of the most serious calamities that can
befall a colliery. It occasions loss of time, great expense, and oftentimes
irreparable damage.
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to which they belonged, and asserted that it was powerful
enough to control the whole coal region.

From this time forward acts of violence increased in
frequency. It is impossible, nor could it be of interest,
to describe every outrage committed. Suffice it to state
that it was a period of lawlessness in certain sections of
the coal-fields.

On the 11th of January, 1863, about forty men attacked
the house of John McDonald, in Cass Township. They
broke in the doors and windows of his house, with inten-
tion to kill him. He escaped. Mrs. McDonald remained ;
they used violent language against her, but spared her life.

On the 13th of the same month, and in the same town-
ship, two men, named Conners and Curry, were shot during
the night on the public road. The whole affair is a
mystery.

On the 24th of February, 1863, Mr. Thomas Verner
was attacked and knocked down by a crowd of men in
Foster Township. For some time after this attack Mr.
Verner’s life was in constant danger. His sole offense
consisted in the purchase of an interest in a colliery from
Mr. Borda. The purchase did not meet with universal
approval on the part of the men.

On the 2d of January, 1864, James Bergen, of Coal
Castle, was shot at by five strangers. He died within two
days from the wounds received. The crime was committed
in the daytime. The reasons, if any, for this murder are
not known. The criminals escaped; no arrests were made.

On the 8th of January, 1864, Mr. Thomas Kear and
Mr. Benseman were attacked at Minersville by a crowd
armed with billies. There had been no provocation given.
Mr. Kear had a pistol, and attempted to shoot. The
pistol, however, missed fire.

On the 11th of September, 1864, at Lorberry, Robert
Gardner was killed in his own house by Dennis Aiken,
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assisted by two other men. The weapon used was an axe,
with which the head and body of Gardner were completely
hacked. Aiken escaped, but was subsequently arrested,
tried, convicted of murder in the second degree, and sen-
tenced to twelve years’ imprisonment. This is not gener-
ally believed to have been a ¢ Molly’’ murder.

On the 1oth of August, 1865, Mr. William Pollock, the
then superintendent of the Peach Mountain Coal Com-
pany, was riding with his son James, a lad about the age
of fourteen years, from his residence in Pottsville to the
mines of the company, some miles to the east of that
place, in the direction of Tuscarora. It was in broad day-
light, in a thickly-settled country, and no suspicion of
danger existed. Suddenly the report of a pistol was heard,
and Mr. Pollock discovered that he was wounded, a pistol-
ball having passed through the curtains of his carriage and
lodged in his back.

In the flurry and excitement the horse was stopped, and
a man appeared in front of the carriage, with a pistol,
and told them to deliver. He again fired, but this time
missed. The pistol contained but two balls, both of which
had now been fired. Mr. Pollock sprang from the car-
riage and grappled with the ruffian. Weakened though
he was with loss of blood and the pain arising from his
wound, his feelings were so thoroughly aroused that he fully
occupied the attention of his antagonist, who was a strong,
powerful man. He would probably, however, have been
conquered had it not been for the presence of mind and
bravery displayed by his young son. James compre-
hended the situation, quickly placed himself in position,
and inflicted a rapid succession of well-directed blows
on the head of the robber with the butt end of his
whip. He doubtless saved his father’s life. The man
could neither bear nor prevent the punishment the boy was
inflicting upon him, since Mr. Pollock himself engaged his

5t
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utmost attention ; he tore himself loose, ran for the woods,
and escaped.

Had he been successful he would have gained rich booty.
Mr. Pollock had on his person over eight thousand dollars,
which he was taking to the colliery to pay the men. Not-
withstanding the wound received, the two accomplished
the purpose with which they had started from home. They
proceeded to the mines, handed the money over to the
book-keeper, and then returned to Pottsville, where Mr.
Pollock had the ball extracted before meeting his family.
He was confined to the house for more than two weeks.

The robber had escaped, and has never since been ar-
rested. This attempted robbery was probably an individual
enterprise, but there is little doubt that the perpetrator
was a ‘ Molly Maguire,”” and had he been arrested would
have been protected by all the power and influence of the
order. It is not absolutely certain, but he is supposed to
have been killed at a tavern in the Mahanoy region called
“The Flour-Barrel.”” Mr. Pollock is an old resident
of Pottsville, a gentleman of social position, and highly
respected. The matter excited considerable attention at
the time.

On the 25th of August, 1865, Mr. David Muir, super-
intendent of what are known as ‘ New Mines,”’ in Fos-
ter Township, then belonging to the Forest Improvement
Company, immediately after taking his breakfast walked
down the road towards his colliery. When about fifty
yards from his house he was attacked by two or three men.
It is supposed that the party came up behind him and struck
him down with a blow on the back of his head. He was
then shot, the ball passing through his heart and right lung.
He received three severe wounds in the body with a dirk.
His death was almost instantaneous.

The murderers after committing the crime were seen to
walk down the railroad-track about one hundred yards.
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They then passed into the woods and escaped. Signals
were given them from the neighboring hills immediately
after the occurrence. This murder was committed in
broad daylight, on the highway, within a short distance
of the colliery, where a large number of men were congre-
gated, all of whom must have heard the report of the fire-
arms, and some of whom were probably witnesses of the
act itself. But no testimony has been elicited, up to this
time, by which the perpetrators of the crime could be
brought to justice.

Eleven years have gone since David Muir passed into
eternity. No one as yet has been called to answer at the
bar of justice for the fiendish act of that day, but his mur-
derers, if now on the face of the earth, after long years of
unbroken security, have uneasy slumbers and live in con-
tinual fear of the wrath to come. Mr. Muir was a Scotch-
man by birth, but was for many years a resident of Schuyl-
kill County and in the employ of the Forest Improvement
Company. He was strictly honorable in his dealings, of
high character, widely known throughout the country, gen-
erally popular, and possessed a large circle of friends.*

* The persons murdered are generally spoken of in high terms. Thisis
not done in the spirit of honoring the dead. They were picked men, many
of them occupying positions of trust and responsibility.
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CHAPTER VI
SCHUYLKILL, COLUMBIA, AND CARBON COUNTIES, 1866 TO 1871,

ABouT seven o'clock in the evening of the roth of
January, 1866, Henry Hawthorne Dunne was waylaid and
murdered about two miles outside of Pottsville, on a much-
traveled road leading to Minersville. ;

There were a number of circumstances connected with
this murder which tended to excite public attention to an
unusual degree: the character of the man; the position he
occupied ; the locality in which the deed was committed.

Dunne was an Irish gentleman, a native of Waterford,
well educated, and possessing rare social, moral, and
physical gifts. With strong common sense and natural
ability, he at the same time sparkled with wit and humor;
earnest and strict in the performance of his duties, which
were oftentimes unpleasant, he was possessed of a charity
and warmth of heart which formed a part of his every-day
life, unobtrusive, yet pervading his whole being ;* magnifi-
cently developed physically, of great strength and un-
daunted courage, the despotic or tyrannical element formed
no part of his character. He had been for a number of
years in the business of mining coal on his own account,
but at the time of his death he held the position of super-
intendent of the New York and Schuylkill Coal Com-
pany, at that time the largest coal-mining company in the
county. Both by reason of his social gifts and his business
connections he was widely known and had great influence.

#The writer can bear personal testimony to many an act of unsuspected
charity on the part of Mr. Dunne, of which he in his professional capacity
became cognizant.
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But beyond all these considerations, there existed the fact
that the murder, bold and defiant as it was, had been per-
petrated but a short distance outside of the borough limits
of Pottsville, where, notwithstanding the continued and
numberless outrages committed in other places, it had not
been supposed that the ¢“ Molly Maguire’’ dared venture.

The collieries of the company of which Mr. Dunne
was the superintendent were located about ten miles west
of Pottsville. He had that day been detained a little later
than usual, and as a consequence had driven fast in order
to get home as soon as possible. Upon the rise of a hill
near what is known as the York farm he somewhat slackened
the pace at which he had been driving. At this moment
the attacking party, numbering, it is supposed, five men,
stopped the *horse and fired at their victim, who, being
encumbered by large gloves and carriage-robes, was pre-
vented from drawing his pistol.

At this time a Mr. Jones, of Minersville, accompanied
by a lady, on their way to the skating-park at Pottsville,
came driving by. They heard shots, and also heard Mr.
Dunne exclaim, ‘I am murdered I’ One of the assassics
stepped up to Jones’s carriage and threatened to blow his
brains out if he did not proceed on his way, and he, being
unarmed, could do nothing but comply. Being unable to
rescue Mr. Dunne or arrest the murderers, he did the
next best thing, which was to drive into Pottsville as fast
as possible and give notice of the murder.

When Dunne had been shot four times, twice in his
right arm and twice in his neck, he was dragged from his
carriage and again shot through the cheek, the ball coming
out through his neck. He was then left lying in his blood
on the public highway. The party, with a shout of ex-
ultant laughter, which was heard some distance off, walked
towards Minersville, keeping on the main road.

J. Claude White, also a colliery superjntendent, on his
ck
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way to Pottsville, met the men a quarter of a mile from
the scene of the murder. He was driving fast, and paid no
special attention to them. As he approached the body of
the murdered man, his horse became frightened. He made
every effort to get close to it, but, finding that impossible,
hurried on to give notice of the body lying out in the cold
winter night, little thinking that he was leaving behind
him the ghastly and bloody corpse of one of his warmest
and most intimate friends, who he supposed was living and
in the possession of superabundant strength.*

The murder was not committed for any purpose of rob-
bery. Neither watch, pocket-book, nor other valuable was
touched. It is supposed that the motive for the deed was
revenge for some acts done in the line of his duty as
superintendent. A

Large rewards for the detection and conviction of the
murderers were offered by the county and the company
by which he was employed. An intense feeling of indig-
nation prevailed throughout the community. Public meet-
ings assembled to consider the situation of affairs, and,
if possible, devise means of safety. The New York and
Schuylkill Coal Company set detectives at work, but evi-

# The night before Mr. Dunne was murdered I passed an hour or two
with him in the drug-store of Mr. J. C. Hughes, in Pottsville. During
the course of conversation, as he was relating some matter which inter-
ested me very much, in an animated way he drew himself up to his full
height and threw back his shoulders, I was so struck by his magnificent
physique that I remarked, * Harry, you look as if you might live to be a
hundred.”

** Upon my soul, I have no idea of dying at present,” he replied, with a
laugh.

" Well, then,” said Mr. Hughes, ** you should be more careful about
driving out at night.”

'* Why, no one would hurt me,” was the reply.

We felt the justice of the remark, and thought that if the social
attributes of any man would render him safe, that man was Harry Dunne;
and yet within twenty-four hours he was a ** Molly" victim.—F. P. D.
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dence to convict the murderers could not be obtained.
The magnitude of the evil was, however, more fully appre-
ciated, and some idea of the extent of the organization, and
the names of many of the members, who supposed their
crimes hidden, were obtained.

The names of the murderers of Henry H. Dunne are
known to some few persons outside of the ¢ Molly’’ organ-
ization. One by one they have gone to their last account,
except two wretches, who may yet be called upon to answer
for some of their many crimes. Of those dead, not one
has died a natural death: in fierce brawl or by accidents in
the mines they have closed their earthly careers.

On the 4th of July, 1866, a dispute arose between an
Irishman and a Welshman, an old man, in Bettinger’s
tavern, in Newtown, Reilly Township, Schuylkill County.
The Irishman, becoming very angry, threatened to beat the
old man, and was only prevented from doing so by the
landlord and two young men, named Joseph Berry and
George A. Fisher, who had just stopped there for the
purpose of hiring a horse to take them to Llewellyn. The
Irishman, enraged at the interference, went out of the house,
and soon returned with about twenty-five men, who sur-
rounded the house, the doors of which in the mean time
had been locked. The crowd commenced stoning the
house. They soon broke in the doors and windows,
Berry and Fisher were both armed, but retreated to the
second story, where they were followed. They fired upon
their pursuers, who fled. Of the attacking party, a man
named Patrick Meehan was killed and James Welsh
wounded. As to who killed Meehan and wounded Welsh
is a subject of dispute. It is asserted that they were shot
accidentally by their own friends. Berry and Fisher then
came down-stairs, and attempted to rush through the
crowd and thus escape from the house, but they were again
driven back to the second story. Their situation was now
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becoming desperate. The crowd below was every minute
growing more excited. The only chance of escape seemed
to be in leaping from the second-story window, which they,
fortunately, were enabled to do without injury and without
being seen. They managed to get into the woods, and
made their way over rocks and through bushes to Llewellyn,
where, in a state of almost utter exhaustion, they went to
Coleman’s tavern.

In the mean time their escape had been discovered. It
was supposed that they had gone to Llewellyn, and about
ten of the party followed them up, and, going directly to
Coleman’s tavern, found them. One of the party, named
Patrick Conners, had a revolver in his hand, which he
leveled at Berry, when a man named Lewis Williams, a
member of a well-known family long resident in the coal
regions, interfered. Conners, enraged, immediately turned
upon Williams, and shot at him ; the ball entered the right
nostrit and lodged in the head, inflicting a wound from
which he shortly afterwards died. Conners was arrested,
but committed suicide in jail before trial.

About midnight of the 11th of February, 1867, the
house of Mr. John C. Northall, a coal operator residing
at Tuscarora, Schuylkill County, was attacked by a body
of about twenty-five men. The assailants mostly carried
fire-arms: one of them had a sword. They commenced
firing into the window of the bedroom where they sup-
posed him to be; but Mr. Northall was away from home.
The family were much alarmed. A Mr. Cole, who lived
with Mr. Northall, managed to arouse the neighbors. A
servant-girl on attempting to hoist one of the windows
was fired at, the ball passing through her clothing. The
neighbors quickly assembled in force, when all of the
ruffians left except one, named John Donahue, who was
armed with a sword, and still persisted in the attack. In
the meélée he was shot and killed.
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George W. Ulrich, who had been present at the time
George K. Smith was murdered, and had himself shot two
of the assailants upon that occasion, recognized in the
dead man one of the persons he had then shot. Upon ex-
amining the body the mark of the wound inflicted by
him was found. Another of the murderers of George K.
Smith had met a violent death. For the killing of John
Donahue 2 man named Thomas Border was tried, but under
the testimony produced was acquitted. .

About three o’clock in the afternoon of the 15th of
March, 1867, William H. Littlehales was murdered on the
public road near Glen Carbon, Foster Township, Schuyl-
kill County. He was shot through the body with a*rifle- or
large pistol-ball. His death must have been almost instanta-
neous. He was found by Dr. McWilliams, who had been
just paying a professional visit at his house, lying entirely
lifeless on the side of the road. The object of the murder
was robbery. Mr. Littlehales was superintendent of the
Glen Carbon colliery, owned by Patterson & Co., and
was also interested in the colliery store, run in connection
with the mines. It was supposed that he had with him the
money to pay off the workmen at the mines. The robbers
were, however, mistaken ; all that they gained by the mur-
der was the little pocket-money he had about him, a silver
watch, and his revolver, which he had had no opportunity
of using.

Mr. Littlehales was, at the time of his death, in the
thirty-second year of his age. He left a widow and three
children, one of whom, a bright boy, had just had his leg
amputated by reason of an injury received on the railroad.
He was born in Schuylkill County, and was familiar with
coal-mining operations. His father, an Englishman, came
to the coal regions at an early day, and had been, prior to
that time, a coal operator for many years.

Mr. Littlehales was of unexceptionable character, and
6
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regarded in the community as a rising man. The story
of the dead father lying on one bed, the maimed boy on
another, and the almost distracted wife and mother between
them, excited universal sympathy. The surroundings of
the case were sad. But a little time before, this wife had
lived in the happy present with bright and well-founded
hopes for the future, and now, without warning, the
““Molly”” bullet had stricken down the lover of her youth,
her husband, her companion, the father of her children,
and had left her almost alone to struggle with the world.
She had been stricken, and was without any redress what-
ever. The murderers were at large, safe, exultant, un-
known.®

But the fact that aroused the public generally, inde-
pendent of the sympathy excited, was that this was an-
other murder committed in the broad light of day, on a
public road in a populous neighborhood, within but two
hundred yards of a large number of people who must have
had some knowledge of the transaction, and yet no one
seemed to know anything about it. It appeared as if the
murderers were as safe as if the foul deed had been done
at midnight and far from the habitations of man.

Public meetings were held, large rewards were offered,
various schemes were proposed and discussed, but the
“ Molly’’ was triumphant: the murderers were at large.
No arrests were made. It is only now that the hope is
beginning to be felt that, as the secrets of the past are
coming to the light of day, the murderers of William H.
Littlehales will have to answer for their crime. And there
is some foundation for this hope. Although the ¢ Molly
Maguire’’ will indorse any crime, murder for the purpose
of robbery was unusual. But a series of murders for the
purpose of robbery were being committed by ‘¢ Mollies’
at this time. It is believed that they were all perpetrated
by the same party. Men are now arrested for robbery and
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murder, against whom the proof is overwhelming; and the
whole story will probably come to light.

On the night of Friday, the 22d of March, 1867, a
party of five men made an attack upon a tavern kept
by James Gailagher, in Mahanoy Township, Schuyikill
County, known as ‘“The Flour-Barrel.”” The purpose
was robbery. Gallagher had in his possession several thou-
sand dollars, and the fact was suspected. The robbers de-
manded admission, but were refused. They then took a
large stone and broke in the front door, and immediately
commenced shooting into the house. Gallagher seized a
gun, which was loaded with No. 5 shot, and fired at his
assailants. The entire load entered the abdomen of one
of the men, killing him instantly. This had the effect of
scattering the assailants, but they continued firing from
different points. Gallagher seized a pistol, with which he
continued to defend himself. Another of the attacking
party was wounded, two balls hitting him, one in the
shoulder and one in the leg. Whether he was hit by Gal-
lagher or accidentally by one of his friends is not known.
The party then retreated. The dead man was carried
away, but the wounded man was captured and committed
to prison. He gave the name of Owen McClosky. The
party was traced the next morning by the blood on the
snow. The dead body had been left about half a mile
from Gilberton. It was brought to Pottsville, and identi-
fied as that of Patrick Stinson, of Glen Carbon, a young
man about twenty years of age.

The evening following the attack on ““The Flour-Barrel,’’
the house of Mr. Henry Repp, a farmer of Union Town-
ship, Schuylkill County, was broken into by four Irishmen,
one other being left outside to stand guard. They asserted
that they were in search of two men who had committed a
murder in Danville. Mr. Repp took a candle and went
with one of them through the house. Mrs. Repp, becom-
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ing alarmed, ran over to a tenement-house occupied by
Jacob Johnson, and asked him to come to their assistance.
Johnson came back with her, bringing twu revolvers with
him. At the moment Johnson came in, Mr. Repp had re-
turned to the room. One of the party then exclaimed,
¢ It is not murderers we are after: we want your money.”’
A struggle at once began, the gang firing at the family.
Mr. Johnson fired three shots, none of which took effect.
He was then struck by a shot, fired at him by one of the
robbers, causing his instant death.

When Mr. Johnson fell, Mr. Repp sprang at one of the
assailants and stabbed him with a knife, how severely is not
known, as he was carried away by his comrades. The
party went off without effecting their object, but while re-
treating continued to fire. A shot struck Mr. Repp on the
forehead, but, glancing off, fortunately inflicted nothing
more than a flesh-wound. He was knocked senseless, but
did not receive permanent injury.

Within a period of eight days there had been three at-
tempts at robbery, probably by the same party, and in no
instance had they met with success. Two men had been
murdered and one wounded by them. On their part, one
man had been killed, at least two severely wounded, and one
was imprisoned. Their efforts at robbery were evidently
unsatisfactory, for no further attempts in that direction
were made for several months. Lawlessness prevailed in
certain parts of the coal region, but open robbery was for
the time abandoned.

During the year 1868 the idea of robbery was again
started among the ‘¢ Molly Maguires.”’ It is supposed that
in this matter Patrick Hester, a body-master in Northum-
berland County, and a notorious ““ Molly,”” was the lead-

" ing spirit.

Major J. Claude White, superintendent of the Swatara

Mines in Schuylkill County, and Alexander Rae, superin-
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tendent of the Locust Mountain Coal and Iron Company,
whose mines and property were situated in Northumberland,
Schuylkill, and Columbia Counties, at the point where
they all join, were selected as desirable parties upon whom
to operate. The execution of these two robberies was fixed
at about the same time. This was in the month of Octo-
ber, 1868. Major White, by reason of some circumstances
which came to his knowledge, had his suspicions aroused.
He knew the character of the lawless element, and 2 long
residence among them had caused him to be ever watchful
and on his guard. The ¢ pay,” as it is usually called,—
that is, the money to be used in paying the wages of the
employees at the mines,—was to be taken to the colliery
on the 17th of October. When he went to Pottsville that
day, the object of his trip was understood. On his return,
James Shoemaker, Esq., also connected with the mines
of which Major White was superintendent, was in the car-
riage with him. On the road between Llewellyn and Swa-
tara, on the top of a hill, is situated a church, which, like
many country churches on the roadside, has a large yard
between it and the road. When White and Shoemaker
arrived at the foot of the hill upon which the church is
located, they observed a crowd of men standing at the
church-door, but this at the time did not attract their
special attention. Happening, however, to look through
the glass in the back curtain of the carriage, they observed
a man making signals to the crowd at the church. In an
instant they both saw the plan,—they were to be inter-
cepted and robbed on the top of the hill. Quickly ar-
ranging their fire-arms, the horse, a free-goer, was started
up the hill at full speed, and the dangerous point was
passed before the party on the hill could reach the road.
The major recognized several of the party, and afterwards
learned the details of the plot.

On the same day an attempt was made to rob Alexander
6%
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Rae, Esq. " In this there was only.partial success. Mr.
Rae had about sixty dollars in his pocket, as well as a
valuable watch, but the large amount of money intended
for paying the wages of the men at the mines had been car-
ried forward the preceding day. He was waylaid between
Ashland and Centralia, within the boundaries of Columbia
County. He delivered his money and his watch to the
robbers, but they determined upon his death. He fled to
the woods, and the party followed him. He was caught,
and a pistol was placed to his head and fired, killing him
instantly. His body was not discovered until the next
morning.

This murder occasioned excitement among all classes of
the community, and wide-spread and heartfelt mourning
among the miners and laborers. Mr. Rae was universally
beloved. He filled a position which enabled him to do
many kind and charitable acts, and he availed himself of
his opportunities. He was a resident of Mount Carmel,—
a small town near the mines which were under his control.
He lived near his workmen, took an active interest in their
well-being, was sought for as a counselor, and regarded as
a friend. The ¢ Molly’’ bullet has hurried into eternity
many good men, but no shot was more cruel than that
which struck down Alexander Rae in the hour of his use-
fulness and the prime of his manhood.

Patrick Hester, Thomas Donahue, and Patrick Duffy
were arrested. Donahue and Duffy were tried for the
murder in Columbia County, and acquitted. The ‘“alibi’’
had been gotten up with great skill. It seemed to exon-
erate Pat Hester completely. Upon the acquittal of Don-
ahue and Duffy, a nol. pros. was entered by the court as to
Fester.*

* On the 8th of November, 1876, Pat Hester, Alexander Graham, and
Patrick McHugh were arrested for having been engaged in this murder.
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It is said that Samuel Johns, Esq., a coal operator in the
Shamokin region, made a narrow escape. He was ex-
pected at his mines with the pay, and the robbers were
in waiting. Fortunately for Mr. Johns, the engine upon
which he had come to the colliery did not stop at the usual
place. To that accident he owed his safety.

The robbery of Major White was delayed, not aban-
doned. At the time of the pay on the following month,
on their way from Pottsville, Messrs. White and Shoemaker
were accompanied by a Mr. Smith and a policeman by the
name of Clauser. The robbers were in waiting, not at the
church, but some distance beyond. They were dressed as
greenhorns.* Both parties were well armed. In the wagon
occupied by Major White the pistols were lying upon one
of the seats. As soon as the parties came in sight the
firing commenced, and the affair was over in a few seconds.
None of the parties attacked were injured. Of the assail-
ants, a man named Finney was captured, having been
wounded in the shoulder by a shot from Clauser. The
robbers ran away. According to the statement of the
major, Pat Hester was among them and received a flesh
wound. A number of the party were recognized at the
time.

The parties tried in Columbia County for the murder of
Rae had been acquitted, but their escape had been a nar-
row one. It was felt that there might be a possibility of
danger. High crime was for a short time checked.

Three years elapsed, during which time no murder oc-
curred which excited public attention as distinctively a
¢ Molly Maguire’’ murder. But the memory of past dan-
ger grew dim, and a new era of crime, with the organiza-

Since then a man named Tully, or Tully Brown, an accomplice, has also

been arrested. Tully is supposed to have been the man who fired the
fatal shot,

* Newly-arrived emigrants.
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tion more extended and more powerful, was to be entered
upon.

During the evening of the 2d of December, 1871, Mor-
ran Powell, a boss of the Lehigh Coal and Navigation
Company, was murdered at Summit Hill, Carbon County.
He had just come out of a store, and was on the way to
the office of the company. He passed a crowd of men,
one of whom stepped forward and shot him, inflicting a
wound from which he died. The murderer and his con-
federates ran to the woods. The perpetrators of this
murder were¢ known to a large number of persons. It oc-
curred early in the evening, on the main street of the town.
The murderers escaped.*

Notwithstanding the numerous murders committed prior
to the time of the assassination of Morgan Powell, up to
that time there had never been a conviction of a ¢ Molly
Maguire’’ for murder in the first degree. Large rewards
had been offered and a large amount of money had been
expended, but the efforts made were spasmodic; crime
was on the increase, and the ¢ Molly’’ apparently secure.
Nevertheless a power was developing whose influence was
felt and feared, but whose policy relative to the ¢“ Molly”’
organization was not suspected.

* “Yellow Jack” Donahue has been convicted of this murder; and
Thomas P. Fisher, Alec Campbell, and others are awaiting trial,
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CHEPAP T ER " VET.

COAL-MINING COMPANIES—THE PINKERTON AGENCY.

THE rivalry existing between the great transporting com-
panies, competing for coal freights, was undoubtedly the
inducing cause for the formation in some cases, and the
development on an extended scale in others, of mammoth
land and mining companies, directly or indirectly under
railroad control and management. The most extensive
and thorough organization of this kind, the Philadelphia
Coal and Iron Company, was conceived and established
by Franklin B. Gowen, Esq., President of the Philadel-
phia and Reading Railroad Company. The coal produced
from the great body of the lands in Schuylkill and North-
umberland Counties was claimed as the legitimate freight
of that company, and the control of that freight was
being jeopardized by the extensions of the Lehigh Valley
Railroad and the Lehigh and Susquehanna Railroad, from
the east, and the Northern Central Railroad, in the Sha-
mokin and Lykens Valley regions, in the west. Independ-
ently of the action of railroad companies already estab-
lished, there existed the danger of the building of new
outlets to market and the further subdivision of the trade.

Mr. Gowen, from his stand-point as president of the
railroad company, saw the absolute necessity of maintain-
ing the supremacy of his road by and through the control
and ownership of coal lands. He succeeded in impressing
his views in a substantial way upon capitalists, and as a
result established a company with extended powers under
its charter, now in the ownership and possession of about
one hundred and twenty-five thousand acres of mineral
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land, in many miles of which is embraced the largest body
of anthracite coal in the world.

The policy pursued on the part of the Reading Com-
pany in the purchase of lands, as well as the influence of
like causes, naturally induced similar action on the part
of the other great companies, until at this time the largest
and most valuable portion of the entire coal area is owned
absolutely by, or under the control of, great corporations.

Not only in the causes stated but in some others there
existed an inducement for the purchase of lands and the
formation of large mining companies. Whilst the area
of anthracite coal lands is in a degree limited, the facilities
for production under the stimulus offered by increased
consumption during and subsequent to the war had created
a supply of coal largely in excess of the demand. A large
number of individual coal operators with conflicting views
and interests, acting independently or in rivalry, each seek-
ing to make large shipments, rendered the trade precarious
and in constant danger of breaking down by reason of an
overstocked market. It is true that organization was at-
tempted, but it can hardly be said that it worked success-
fully ; individual and selfish interests and necessities in
most instances defeated the best-devised and most solemnly
adopted measures and compacts in the general interests of
the trade. The same diversity of views and interests
which defeated the maintenance of rules adopted for the
governance of the trade also prevented judicious and com-
bined opposition to the encroachments made upon the
rights of property by the ¢ Labor Union,’ influenced and
controlled by the ‘ Molly Maguire.”’ In the case of mur-
der or other outrage committed at any colliery, energetic
but spasmodic efforts would be made to detect the offend-
ers. But in the effort both to maintain the rights of
property and to protect person and life it was individual
effort against organized force. The ¢“ Labor Union,’’ under
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the influence of high wages and prosperous times, had
grown rich and powerful, thoroughly and extensively or-
ganized, whilst the ‘¢ Mollies,”’ confident, from a long series
of unpunished crimes, of continued immunity, were boast-
fully and openly defiant.

It was for the purpose, therefore, not only of insuring
future freights to the several railroad companies that the
large purchases of land were made, but also in that way to
so concentrate the business of mining coal as better to
regulate and control the trade and maintain and protect
the rights of persons and of property.

In the accomplishment of these purposes no company
has been more active than the Philadelphia and Reading
Coal and Iron Company, and no one more efficient than
its president, Franklin B. Gowen, Esq. By reason of pre-
vious business association and residence, combined with
courage, honesty of purpose, comprehensive knowledge of
the situation, and wonderful energy and executive ability,
Mr. Gowen, perhaps beyond any other living man, was
adapted to carry out the ends in view,—to wit, the main-
tenance and increase of the power of his company; the
regulation of trade; the establishment of law and order;
and the protection of the rights of person and property
throughout the coal regions.

In the year 1858 or 1859, shortly after coming of age,
Mr. Gowen embarked in the coal business as a member of
the firm of Turner & Gowen, at Mount Laffee, a small mining
village a short distance outside of the borough of Potts-
ville. Owing to the depressed state of trade, and the mis-
haps to which the coal business is at times subject, the
result of the enterprise was unfortunate. He therefore
took up the study of the law, and in the year 1860 he was
admitted to practice as an attorney of the Schuylkill
County bar. Great natural ability, in connection with
influential friends, established him very shortly in a large
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and lucrative practice. He became at once the attorney
for several large land-owners; was in the fall of 1862
elected to the office of District Attorney; acted as solicitor
for the Girard coal estate; and early in his career received
the appointment of attorney for the Philadelphia and Read-
ing ‘Railroad Company, in which last position he won the
entire confidence of the management of the road, and be-
came its president in the year 1869.

The early connection of Mr. Gowen with the coal busi-
ness as an ‘“operator,”’ and his intimate social relation with
the people of the coal region, together with valuable knowl-
edge gained as an attorney having in charge coal lands
and as the official prosecutor in the criminal courts, ren-
dered his election as president of the railroad company of
immense importance. That the overshadowing power of
the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad Company, attained
under his management, might in unscrupulous hands be
fraught with danger to the public is not improbable. San-
guine, earnest, and enthusiastic, Mr. Gowen has exercised
that power with entire honesty of purpose, and, as he be-
lieves, in the true interests of the community at large. He
sincerely intends to act justly, but he may be unduly im-
pressed with the rights and interests of his company as
against all the world besides; an error perhaps inseparable
from his official position, combined with a disposition natu-
rally combative. Before and after his election as president
of the company, the absolute necessity of the acquisition
of coal lands to insure the permanent prosperity of the
company was thoroughly appreciated. His energies were
therefore directed to the purchase of such lands, in which
object he was materially assisted by the difficulties presented
by the labor question, and the constant danger of outrages
to which the coal regions were subject.

Understanding fully the condition of the coal operator,
he has, wherever it was consistent with his own views of
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official duty, rendered the changed aspect of affairs as ad-
vantageous to the latter as possible. His position upon the
labor question is open to controversy: he has engaged in
a bitter contest, and the immense power of the coal com-
bination in connection with the depressed condition of
business has given him the victory. He has taken full ad-
vantage of his position as victor in waging war, not upon
the laboring man, but upon the ¢¢ Labor Union.”” Whether
justifiable or not in his course relative to the labor or-
ganization, he has some excuse in the fact that in the days
of its power, under the influence of the ¢ Molly’’ element,
its encroachments upon the rights of property were frequent
and unwarranted. As a coal operator, an attorney, a prose-
cuting officer, and a citizen of Schuylkill County, he had
a full knowledge of the reign of terror under which the
coal regions were held. He was impressed with the belief
that to render his general policy a success and to maintain
the value of his purchases, organized crime must be rooted
out, and in 1873, the Coal and Iron Company being then
fully established, he initiated measures to that end. He
fully appreciated the difficulties of the position; he had
fresh in his memory the murder of Harry Dunne and the
intense excitement prevailing at that time, the large rewards
offered, and the earnest but fruitless efforts to detect the
murderers. He remembered George K. Smith, Littlehales,
Muir, and Rea, shot down in populous neighborhoods,
without any one being found to bring the murderers to
justice. He knew of brutal outrages without number com-
mitted upon unoffending men, without any attempt made
to arrest or convict the guilty. Possessing this knowledge,
he felt that the ordinary machinery of the law was of no
avail, and that extraordinary means would have to be
used.

He told the story to Benjamin Franklin, of the Pinker-
ton Detective Agency, and was informed that to effect his
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end both time and money would be required. This was at
once agreed to, and a machinery set in motion which was
slowly but surely to undermine an organized band of
criminals in the days of their greatest power and most
unbounded confidence for evil. The Pinkerton Agency
undertook the task of discovering the perpetrators of crime
with the view of prevention when possible, or, where pre-
vention was impossible, to furnish evidence to convict the
criminals. Among the means used to this end was the
sending of a young Irishman named James McParlan to
the coal region, with instructions to join the ‘¢ Molly Ma-
guires’’ and to communicate to the Agency all the facts
relating to the organization.

This detective bureau differs in some respects from the
usual system in force in Europe and in this country. It
was founded a number of years ago, and has since been
successfully conducted, by Allan Pinkerton, who, with head-
quarters at Chicago, exercises a supervisory direction over
the whole. There are branch offices in New York and
Philadelphia, the latter under the control and direction of
Benjamin Franklin.

It has heretofore been considered an’ axiom that it
takes a thief to catch a thief.”” This is denied in toto by
Allan Pinkerton, and holds no place in his system. The
force of moral power is believed in and relied upon. Ac-
cording to his theory, honesty is the normal condition of
the mind, dishonesty the abnormal ; just as perfect health'
is the natural condition of the body, disease the result of
extraneous causes. Crime and immorality weaken the
mind, as a disorganized physical system weakens the body.
The man morally and physically strong holds the man mor-
ally and physically weak at an advantage. Crime wears
upon the mind as disease wears upon the body, and seeks
relief in sympathy. The detective, therefore, according
to Mr. Pinkerton, should possess not only ability of a high
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order, but also moral and physical force. He must not only
possess versatility of character and power of adaptation to
circumstances, but must also have strength of mind, force of
will, and physical endurance. Of two men of equal ability
and knowledge, the one morally strong has the advantage
and can exercise the power. To attain success the detect-
ive must adapt his life and conversation to the level of
those with whom he associates, in order to obtain confi-
dence and to bring upon the criminal the full force of his
superior intellect and moral power. According to the
theory advanced, the model detective is one possessing
purity and honesty of the highest order, a person intellect-
ually and morally strong, who can yet be all things to all
men, can appreciate virtue, but at the same time under-
stand the workings of the mind of the criminal and the
motives by which he is influenced and controlled. He
must touch pitch and not be defiled ; handle fire and not
be scorched; bathe in filth and yet remain clean. The
model detective may be as impossible as any other high
ideal of perfection, and yet, acting on this theory, the
Pinkerton Agency has not only in the present instance,
but in very many others, had wonderful success. Ability,
knowledge, power of adaptation, and tact are certainly the
prerequisites of a good detective. The only advantage the
criminal has over others in detecting crime exists in the
fact of his knowledge. His testimony, however, must
always, by reason of his previous character, be regarded
as questionable. But the honest detective, possessing the
necessary prerequisites, certainly has the advantage: he
suffers no temptation, is bound by no friendships, is shack-
led by no prejudices, and acts directly in the line of his
duty.

A dishonest detective would never have exposed the
¢ Molly Maguires.”” The organization had gained won-
derful power and influence, and the patience and ability
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exercised by James McParlan in his investigations had
given him position in the order offering more inducements
to uphold it than to expose.

The. question as to the strict morality of the detective
system is an open one. The Jesuit doctrine, ‘“the end
justifies the means,”’ is held to be false by Christian phi-
losophers. Entire honesty of word and deed, at all times
and places and under all circumstances, is claimed to be
essential to an observance of the strict rule of morality.
Nevertheless, the rule has always been ‘‘more honored in
the breach than in the observance.’”” The detective system
has been adopted at all periods of the world’s history and
by all nations. The general who wrests victory out of de-
feat by reason of deception practiced upon his enemy is
not only not regarded as acting in bad faith, but is looked
upon as worthy of the laurel crown and the plaudits of a
grateful country. The ‘‘secret service fund’’ is deemed
an essential to successful government. The purity of
all governmental departments is upheld and maintained
through the detective system. The Old Testament tells
tne story of the spy and informer, and St. Paul, speaking
under the new dispensation, approves of his acts.

Are we bound to keep faith with the criminal in the
prosecution of his criminal acts? Are we placed outside
of the pale of morality if either by implied or express
deceit the murderer and incendiary is detected in his
course of crime and life and property are preserved there-
by? The criminal certainly has no reason to complain if his
own rule of conduct in the pursuit of evil is applied to him
in the maintenance of right. If no wrong is committed,
then no cause of complaint exists ; and no man can justly
complain of being wronged who is detected in the commis-
sion of offenses or punished for their perpetration. If no
injustice is done the criminal, if his mouth is closed, then,
the rest of the world will readily pardon the breach of
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morality, if such it be, involved in the deceit practiced by
the detective in the pursuit of his profession.

In the use of such means as those offered by the de-
tective agency seemed to lie the only hope of relief from
the fearful rule of a gang of desperadoes and ruffians who
sported with human life, destroyed property, and set at
defiance all the laws both of God and of man. By the
use of those means, an era of security such as never before
existed in the coal regions is confidently hoped for.

In this matter Mr. Gowen has not only the approval of
his own conscience, but also the general indorsement of the
public; and, in view of the result attained, those least in-
clined to favor the principles upon which the detective
system is founded invoke, as to him, the precedent estab-
lished in the oft-cited case of Uncle Toby (Sterne, book
vii., chap. viii.), where ‘the accusing spirit, flying up to
Heaven’s chancery with the deed, blushed as he gave it
in, and the recording angel, as he wrote it down, dropped
a tear upon the page and blotted it out forever.”

CHAPTER VIIL
McPARLAN THE DETECTIVE,

THE Pinkerton Agency showed great discrimination in
the selection of James McParlan as the operative to be
intrusted with the difficult and dangerous work determined
upon in the anthracite coal region. It has resulted, it is
believed, in giving to life and property there the same
security that they enjoy in other civilized communities.
Through his instrumentality an era of crime extending
over long years is drawing to a close, and a people almost
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despairing of relief are seeing light spring out of darkness.
Communities long spell-bound with fear of the torch of the
incendiary and the bullet of the assassin now breathe more
freely, and the law again extends its strong arm in the
maintenance of the rights of person and of property.

It required a detective of the first grade in his profession
to accomplish successfully the result desired. Ordinary
rules governing and controlling intercourse with thieves,
ruffians, burglars, and murderers in the large cities, are in
the coal region of no avail. Criminals usually find suffi-
cient motive in an unhallowed desire for gain; but to a
Molly Maguire gaiff is only one, and that by no means
the most prominent, incentive to cruel and bloody deeds.
Mistaken ideas of honor, of friendship, and of patriotism
mingle with prejudices the most unfounded, with demands
the most unreasonable, with a spirit of revenge utterly un-
accountable. Combined with these feelings are motives
as debased as any which actuate the petty thief, and a dis-
regard for human life which one would hardly look for
even in the professional murderer who slays for gain.

Peculiar requisites are essential for the detective success-
fully operating among this class. With all their open-
hearted enthusiasm and recklessness, the Irish peasantry
possess a low cunning that is proverbial, and a suspicious-
ness readily excited by a word spoken at random or a care-
less act meaning nothing. To counteract this a full appre-
ciation and understanding of their contrarieties of character,
their prejudices, their modes of thought, expression, and
manner of life, only to be attained by an Irishman and
Catholic, are absolutely necessary. That such Irishman
and Catholic should, in addition to good character and
honesty of purpose, be imbued to some degree with the
peculiarities and even the prejudices of his race, is desira-
ble. But, while he must be able to adapt himself at will
to their peculiarities of character and modes of life, it is
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absolutely essential that he be cool, wary, cautious, and
methodical. To find a person who can pass days and weeks
among men who force conclusions from illogical arguments
based on false premises, and yet who is possessed not only
of great analytical power but also of delicate discretion in
separating the true from the false, matters important from
things immaterial, is, however difficult, necessary. To find
a person of so varied and peculiar character was not easy,
even among Irishmen: nevertheless the man possessing
all these traits, with others equally valuable, was selected
for and intrusted with this business by the Pinkerton
Agency. ‘

James McParlan was born in County Armagh, Province
of Ulster, Ireland, in the year 1844, and is hence at this
time (1876) about thirty-two years of age. He is a man
about five feet eight or nine inches in height, rather
slightly built, but muscular; is of fair complexion, with
dark chestnut hair, regular features, a broad, full forehead,
and gray eyes. His general dress is a plain black suit;
he wears glasses, and presents a gentlemanly appearance.
He is social in his disposition, has a keen sense of humor,
and is cordial in his manner. He is an Irishman in feel-
ing and sympathy as well as in race, and resents quickly
any unjust attack upon his countrymen, his religion, or his
native land.

Upon the witness-stand his evidence is entirely devoid
of passion, and, although feeling proper pride in profes-
sional success, he never, for the sake of making a point,
seeks to stretch the truth or give a false color to his recital
of facts. His brain is logical, his memory wonderful, his
expressionsaccurate. Whatever he knows he tells squarely,
but he pretends to no knowledge beyond that which is
actually in his possession. As a consequence, although he
has been a witness in a large number of cases of like
character in which the same evidence is continually re-
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peated, he has defied cross-examination. This affords a sure
test of the truthfulness of a witness. The best-devised and
most probable story, if contrary to the actual fact, will break
down under the ordeal of patient, able, and repeated cross-
examination. To that ordeal has McParlan been com-
pelled to submit: repeatedly for many hours at a time has
he answered the questions of able counsel, but, ever cool,
calm, and deliberate, ready and clear, he has not lost his
head nor has his testimony been in the least degree shaken.

He is a man of considerable information, mainly self-
taught, having had but a limited education in his boyhood.
His early history is that of many a young Irishman. The
son of poor parents, he saw in his native land no oppor-
tunities for advancement or for the gratification of even a
moderate ambition. To tear asunder family ties and break
from early associations is always painful, and especially
is this the case when the separation is measured by a
mighty ocean. The aged parents give their parting bless-
ing and their sad farewell with but small hope of meeting
the departing son this side of the grave. The son, more
hopeful, is nevertheless borne down under the memory of
early associations, a sad farewell to a childhood’s home
and a native land, and the chilling prospect of an unde-
fined future among strangers.. But the necessity felt by
many another poor lad was upon young McParlan; his
future was before him, and he saw in Ireland no field for
his ambition.

In the year 1863—then Deing about nineteen years of
age—he left for England, where he remained for three
years, during the greater part of which time he was em-
ployed as a laborer in the Tyne Chemical Works, Gates-
hgad. He traveled some short distance during this period,
working at different points. When twenty-two years of
age he returned to Ireland, and engaged himself as a stock-
keeper in the linen manufacturing establishment of Wil-
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liam Kirk & Sons, Belfast, Ireland, where he remained
until the spring of 1867. o

His hopes for the future now centring in the United
States, his parents gave their sad consent, and, with little
other means than their blessing and a letter of introduc-
tion from his late employers to their American agents, he

“embarked at Liverpool for New York, where he arrived
in the latter part of June, 1867.

Very soon after his arrival he was attracted by the re-
ports he had heard of Chicago, and to that city he made
up his mind to go when possessed of sufficient means.
Messrs. Anderson, Smith & Co., 38 Park Place, New York,
to whom was addressed his letter of introduction, had no
place vacant in their own establishment, but in the course
of a couple of months procured him a situation with a man
named Cummins, a retail merchant at Medina, in the State
of New York. In the mean time, whilst in New York City,
he had been in the employ of McDonald & Boas, grocers,
attending behind the counter, delivering packages, and
doing any other work necessary or required.

Still having Chicago in view, he remained but little over
a month at Medina, and in the latter part of September
started for, and arrived at, his coveted destination. Dur-
ing the fall of 1867 and the winter and spring of 1868
he had to ¢“scratch’ for a living. He worked as a team-
ster for a road-contractor, drove a meat-wagon, was a deck
hand on a lake steamer, and chopped wood in the wilds of
Michigan. He returned to Chicago in the spring, where
he was again a teamster and drover.

The industrious habits and pleasing address of the young
Irishman attracted the attention of Mr. John Alston, of
the firm of Alston, Devore & Co., who employed him as
coachman and has ever since continued his friend. He
remained in this position only until July, 1868, when he
succeeded in obtaining ‘a situation more congenial to his
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disposition, as policeman and detective of the Merchants’
Police Agency of W. S. Burbine & Co. Two years with
this agency, and several months a member of the Chicago
city police, he made his first essays as a detective, and met
with such success as to give fair promise of future eminence
in his profession.

A position in the wholesale liquor establishment of °
Messrs. Dodge & Bros., No. g South Franklin Street, Chi-
cago, was offered him, and, in the hope of advancing his
condition, accepted. He won the confidence of his em-
ployers and succeeded in adding somewhat to his slender
stock of earnings. At the end of eight months, encour-
aged and aided by them and other friends, he embarked
in business on his own account by opening a liquor store
at 349 South Canal Street. His venture prospering, he
shortly after increased his business by opening a saloon, in
addition to his store, near the corner of Twelfth Street and
Centre Avenue, and believed himself to be on the road to
competency if not large fortune.

It will be observed that McParlan, although in the
humbler walks of life, had made continual advancement
from the time he arrived in 1867, a poor and friendless
young man, in the streets of New York, until a little over
three years afterwards he is established in a prosperous
business in his own behalf, with influential friends ready
and willing to assist him, in the leading city of the West.
But ¢ man proposes, God disposes.”” The fire of Octo-
ber 8th and gth, 1871, laid a great portion of Chicago
in ruins, and with it went his Canal Street store. Then,
so far as the liquor business was concerned, as McParlan
himself remarks, he was ‘“extinct.”” His saloon not pay-
ing well under the altered condition of affairs, he sold out,
and in April, 1872, he was employed by Allan Pinkerton,
of the National Police Agency. However unfortunate the
great fire of Chicagorwas to McParlan and to many thou-
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sands of others, its result in forcing him to adopt his former
profession has been of incalculable advantage to the coal
regions of Pennsylvania, and through them to the general
business interests of the country.

Connected with his earlier career as a detective, many a
strange, ofttimes thrilling and sometimes ludicrous, story
might be told, which will, perhaps, some day afford a theme
for another pen. Suffice it to say here that the ability
which he displayed won the confidence of the Agency to
such an extent that when the arrangement was made with
Franklin B. Gowen, Esq., on the part of the Philadelphia
and Reading Coal and Iron Company, to undermine and de-
stroy the ‘“ Molly Maguires’’ of the anthracite coal regions,
McParlan was selected as the operative. The magnitude
of the end in view, the difficulties, risks, and dangers of
the enterprise, the glory of success arising from repeated
failures, and the ample discretionary powers required, ren-
dered the selection a high compliment.

In the month of October, 1873, he arrived in Philadel-
phia, and reported himself to Benjamin Franklin, the
superintendent of the Agency there, as ready for action.
A general plan was agreed upon, and modes of communi-
cation by cipher and otherwise were established. Frequent
reports were required,—daily, or even oftener when neces-
sary or practicable. It was not in view at this time that
McParlan should himself ever become a witness; the in-
tention was to discover, if possible, the criminals who
infested the coal regions, to learn of their inside workings,
to give notice of intended outrages, so that when possible
they might be prevented, and when this could not be done,
to point out the offenders and secretly furnish information
and evidence for their conviction.

The character of the outrages committed and the man-
ner of their commission had led to a belief in the ex-
istence of a powerful organization located in the very
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heart of the mining operations. It was fully appreciated
that every move should be made cautiously; it was fully
understood that by one single error the work of months
might be rendered of no avail, and that by one false step
future operations wonld be made still more dangerous, if
not impossible. Before entering on the work, a knowledge
Yof the various localities and differing characteristics of the
people, to be obtained through actual observation, was
deemed requisite. This was considered advisable for a
number of reasons: it would render the detective better
able to enter into and understand ordinary subjects of con-
versation, and would give him a clearer idea of the field
he had to work in. The details of his action and future
movements were left as a matter either of discretion or of
after-consideration.

Under such general instructions, McParlan entered upon
the scene of action. In the month of October, 1873, he
took the cars in Philadelphia, with Port Clinton—a small
town situated on the dividing line between the counties
of Schuylkill and Berks—as his destination. Here he for
the first time assumed the name of James McKENNA, 2
name by which he was known during the whole period of
his residence in Schuylkill County, up to March, 1876.

Port Clinton, a small but thriving village, a railroad
junction, with some manufacturing industries, frequented by
railroad hands, but with the Pennsylvania German element
predominating among its residents, was soon understood,
and, to the detective, uninteresting. Remaining there but
one day, he passed a few miles up the railroad to Auburn.
Here he found the Pennsylvania Dutch in full force. The
town was small, and the inhabitants evidently not blood-
thirsty; but, according to his own account, here it was
that his main duties as an officer were appealed to. He
showed obedience to orders in stopping there, but his dis-
cretion told him to leave within a few hours. A ride of
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about fifteen miles on the Schuylkill and Susquehanna
branch of the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad, through
a beautiful farming country, and he was rewarded by a sight
of the pretty little town of Pinegrove. Not being inter-
ested in the subject of agriculture nor in search of a pleasant
place of residence, the same day found him on the return
trip to Auburn, and from there he went still farther up the
railroad to Schuylkill Haven.

Schuylkill Haven, although outside of the coal region, is
only four miles from Pottsville, is at the junction of the
Mine Hill branch with