Tn Ademoriam

Fobn Peter Elltgeld

BORN DECEMBER 30, 1847
DIED MARCH 12, 1902

“Poung men, life is before vou. Two voices are calling you
one coming from the swamps of sclfisbness and force, wbhere success
means death; and tbe other from tbe billtops of justice and progress,
where even failure brings glory. Two lights are seen in your borizon
—one the fast fading marsb light of power, and the otber the slowly
rising sun of buman brotberbood. Two ways lic open for you —one
leading to an ever lower and lower plain, wbere ave beard the cties of
oespair and the curses of tbe poor, where manbood shrivels and
possession rots down the possessor; and the otber leading off to the
bigblands of the morning, where are beard the glad sbouts of bumanity
and where bonest effort is rewarded with immortality.”



JOHN PETER ALTGELD

There was o tablean! Liberiy's clear fight

Shone never an a braver seene than that,

Here was a prison, theve o Man who sat
High in the halls of State! Beyond the might
Of ignorance ond mobs whose hiveling Press

Vells af their bidding like the slaver's hounds,
Ready with coarse caprice to curse or bless,

To make or unmake rulers! Lo, there sounds
A grating of ihe doors, and (liree poor men,

Helpless and hated, having naught to gioe,

Comte from their long-sealed tombs, look up and live,
And thank this Man that they ave free again!
And he—to all the world this wan dares say,
“Curse as you will! I have been fust this day.”

—I pltaivine DeCleyre,

TJuly, 1893,
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JOHN PETER ALTGELD

BY LOUIS F, POST 1% * THE PUBLIC'' OF MARCH 22, 1902

A bleal landseape stretching away from
his open grave, fierce March winds bear-
mg dowen the bitter cold af a novehern
blizzard az they howled through the leaf
less trees, tumbling waves beating on the
near-by shore of the au%‘q- lake, and a
lowering but not altogether sunloss sy
overhanging the scenc—this was the em
blematic iribute which external  Nawre
paid to the memory of John P, Aligeld,
while his friends returned his moral part
to the absorbing elements of the earth
from which it came.

It was a grand and fitting tribute.

No other conld so well have symbolized
the man, The bleakness was the bleak-
ness of March anid not of December, of
lile renewing and not of life at an end;
and the signs and sounds of stress and
storm, in the midst of which the dead
body lay—composed, stlent, indifferent, and
as cold as the furions blast itsell—pictured
forth with graphic fidelity the story of a
devoted life lived out to the mortal end
in unflinehing lovaliy to principle and with
cold indifference 1o the malignant clam-
orings and their inane echoes which had
asgatled it on every hand.

Kor was the picture wholly harsh.

Perfect artist that she s, Nature was
faithiul to the whole truth, She had cast
& thin vell over the sky, and through the
fi meshes of Ihat token of griel. the
t sun thrust its softened rays to sym-
holize at once the hope which lies “he-
yond our mortal ken," and the tender
love that had vitalized this brave man's
nobly strenuaus career,

-

Alrgeld's trunscendent love was known
to all and felt by all who understood his
ideals  What if it were troe, as one of
his poht:cnl contemporaries wriles of him,
that “he had but few friends™? What mar-
ters that, i it be also true; 25 the same
writer says, not admiringly but critically,
that “he loved the whole human race”?

Can any man have greater love than that?
Ts not he of whom thiz can be said one
of those radiunt souls whose memory is
most  sacredly cherished by mankind?
Surely we may say of Alwgeld, then, in
anly slight paraphrase of the eloguent lan-
guage of Henry George. whose earcer is
now recognized to have heen guoided hy

the same comprehensive love, that in his
hreast there arose & desire, higher yet than

the desire to “know how the globe wag
forged and the stars were hung and to
trace to their sources the springs of life”
that there arose in him that dezire which
ig—
the pazsion of pessions. the hope of
hopes—the desire thal  he, even he,
might somchow aid in making life bet-
ter ond brighter, in destroying want
awml sin, sorrow and shame. That in
obedience to this desive he mastered
and curbed the animal; that he turned
his hucle npon the Teast and renounced
the place of power; that he sacrificed
wealth and left it to men of narrower
affections Lo gratify pleasant tastes
and bask themselves in the warm sun-
shine of the brief day. That lie worked
for those he never saw and never
conld gee; for a fame, ar maybe bul
for a seant justice, that could only
come long after the clods had ratiled
wpon his coffn lid  That  he (oiled
in the advance, where it was cold amd
there was little clieer from men, and
the stones were sharp and the bram-
Lles thiek. That amid the scoffs of the
present and the sneers that stab like
kmives, he il for the future: and
that he eut a tratl which progressive
humanity may hereafier broaden into a
igh

-

This career, so righteonsly inspired and
5o suddenly and splendidly closed to mor-
tal comprebension, cannot  have  enderd.
Lilce the everlasting forces which we ob-
serve in materfal nature, it cannot but go
on forever in the direction in which it has
set out. To question this iz to doubt por-
pose in the wniverse; and to doubl uni-
versal purpose is to ignore the testimony
affered cven by physical law.

hough we excluded wholly from con-
sideration the significance of the moral
senge in man, to doubt nniversal purpoze
would be to disregard the significance of
all that is rationa] in the theory of evo-
Tition itself. Il maral  character  ended
with physical disintegration, if it were a
mere fleeting expression of chemical ac-
tion and reacti the zoul were analo-
gous to the fruit instead of the seed of
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the tree, if the physical Dbody  geo-
erated and maintined life instead of hav-
ing derived itz original impulse irom life
and being continually dependent upon the
source of that impulse, if man were a ma-
terial body with an ephemeral soul instead
of an immortal soul with an ephemeral
bady, if the moral sense were only a crvs-
talization of matter—if this conception of
humanity were true, then, indeed, might
the ideals of noble men be barren and all
their aervice under righteous standards but
a hopeless struggle. The universe would
he urterly without beneficence znd mani-
festly without purpose—a self-manufac-
tured, self-perpetuating, seli-operating, in-
consequent gnd gigantic Frankenstein,

The jmagination abhors and the reflect-
ing intellect recoils from a monstrosity so
hideous and irrational

&

But the question of Aligeld's persanal
and conscious immortality need cause no
dissension between those who believe in
it and those who do not. He has entered
mto an inmortality which all his admirers
perceive more  or  less clearly, however
much they may disagrec about its signifi-
cance as a representation of epiritual im-
mortality, For his dramatic death has
gerved to cleanse his name and character
of the evil reputation which sordid raseals
manufactured for him and the thoughtless
mob acknowledged; and in  consequence
the world will now see Altgeld as he was,
and not as the "law and order’ enemiez
of just law and true order painted him.
With his real character thus revealed, his
writings and speeches and  other public
acts will be appreciated by the many as
only a few could appreciate them during
his maligned career. Though his body lies
mouldering in the grave, and even though
the man himsclf had perished with his
body, yet his \w-‘nfrk!a.wi]l-l go marching on,
and with Tonger strides and infinitely
greater effect than ever before.

1L

. In considering the true character of this
unigue man, in connection with the vicious
reputation which social parasites gave him
and the swell moh adopted, it s worthy of
special mention that the qualities they now
agree In altribu!inf to him are the very
ualities which in his lifetime they denied
im. Then they zald that he had neither
ability nor honesty. But now they agree
that ability and honesty were his distin-
guishing characteristics, Those wha still
speak of him as dangerous explain that it
was his ability and honesty that made him
80.
This encomium, so eminently just and
known so to be by all who were familiar
with the man's character, must come as a

surprise to thousands who had learned
through the same newspapers which now
praize him for these distinguishing quali-
ties, that he was an illiterate and brainless
demagogue. But the motive for the slap-
ders of Altgeld is not far to seek. While
he lived it was necessary to discredit him
in order to keep open the channelz for re-
spectable and legal plunder; and a hint
was taken from the method of house-
breakers who poison the watch dog in the
yard hefore wenturing to c¢limb into the
dwelling at the window. But now that he
is dead, and supposedly no longer dan-
perous  to  the beneficiaries of vested
wrongs, the truth about him i3 allowed to
come out.

The pity of it all is, not that Altgeld
was slandered by those whose villainies he
fonght, That was part of the fight. The
pity of it is that the slanders of those he
fought were believed and repeated by so
many for whom he fought.  Of him it was
sadly true as of all the heroes of whom
Lowell thought when he wrote—

. .. . they were souls thot stood alone,
While the men they agomized for hurled
the contumelious stone.

= &

Two of these slanders wupon Aligeld
statd out in bold reliel. One relates to
his pardoning of the anarchists, end the
other tn his course in the Debs railroad
strike of 1%04. With rclerence to them
there conld be no more appropriate occa-
sion than this for again setting forth the
truth.

IIL

_ The anarchist pardon was the culmina-
tion of a labor-meeting tragedy on Hay-
market sguare, Chicago, on the gth of
May, 1886, A labor strike was in prog-
tess and a mecting of the workingmen
had gathered at that paint, early in the
evening, to protest against the recent dis-
turkance by policemen of a peaceable labor
meeting and the killing of workingmen in
attendance, The mayor had been present
at the meeting of protest and had re-
mained until it was about to break up,
whereupon he returned to the station
house of the police precinct, and, after as-
suring the police captain that the mesting
was orderly, went home., No zooner had
he gone than the police captain, without
further information, led a detachment of
police to the meeting place and ordered
the remnant of the meeting, there being
still no disorder, to disperse. As the po-
lice ?Ppmached, a bomb was thrown from
an alley. It exploded amd killed several
policemen.  No one knows or suspects to
this day who it was that threw the bomb,
Vet certain person: who have nmever been
proved to have had any connection with

it
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the crime were convicted as co-conspira-
tors of the discovered murderer,  Some
af them were hanged and some were sen-
tenced to imprisonment. As these convicts
had tamght the doctrine that government
by force is a moral crime, and that the
zullucm of coercive government  wonld
tend to foster order and peace in society,
they were called “anarchists”

When Altgeld came into the office of
governor of Illingis he was petitioned to
pardon the stll living  and  imprisosed
anarchists. Had he done so as matter of
official mercy, there would have been no
criticism.  Thousands of Chicago citizens,
including the wealthiest and mast influen-
tial business men of the city, had signed
the pardon petitions, The recent secretary
of the weasury, Lyman J. Gage, waz one
of the active men in the pardon move-
ment, There could, therefore, have been
no condemnation of Gov. Altgeld had he
aimply pardoncd the men.  Indeed, the
Chicago papers have said as much, A
leading datly paper of the city, always hos-
tile to Altgeld, has declared  editorially
within the past three years, referring to
Altgeld's action in this matter, that—

Had he freed the so-called anarchists
and assigned no reason therefor, the
incident would speedily have been for-
gotten—even applanded as a wise exer-
cise of cxecutive clemency.

But Algeld was not the man to bow
Before manifest infnstice,.  Two kinds of
petition. were before him.  One kind as-
stimed the guilt of the prisoners and asked
for clemency on the ground that they had
suffered enough, The other wsserted that
guilt on the part of the prisoners and of
their agsociates whe had heen hanged was
never proved, but that the convictions had
been secured by infamons methods of pro-

cedure, Having compared these two -

grounds of appeal, Gov, Altgeld said in the
outset in his memorandum:

Upon the question of  having heen
punished enough, 1 will simply say that
if the defendants had a fair trial, and
nothing has developed zince to show
that they werc not gmilty of the crime
charged in the indictment, then there
engght to be no executive interference,
for no punishment wonder our laws
could then be too severe. Government
musi defend itsell; life and property
muse be protected, and liw and order
must  he  maintained.  Murder muat
he punished, and if the defendants are
guilty of murder, either committed by
their own hands or by zome one else
acting on their m‘lvlce thea, if they
have had @ fair teial, there should be
in (his case no executive intcricrence
The s0il of America is not adapead to

the growth of anarchy, While cur in-
stitutions are nat free from injustice,
they are still the best that have wet
been devised, and therefore must
maintained,

Tet history decide which was right—
Gov.  Altgeld, who refuzed 10 pardon a
crime so heinous, merely hec—anse the con-
victs had suffercd a few years' imprison-
ment in expiation, or the leading citizens
of Chicago, who asked o pardon for the
men for that resson, but denocunced the
governor when he granted one because the
convictions had been procured by wnlaw-
ful methods

-

When he had decided that no pardon
conld be properly granted ii the men had
been fairly convicted and still appeared to
have been guilty, Gov., Aligeld turned his
attention to the plea that the prisoners had
been convicted fravdulently and were suf-
fering unjustly, With extreme care this
admittedly able and honest jurist person
ally examined the record of the tral; and
there he found evidence of such gross dis-
tortions of the law and frands wpon it as
to leave him no alternative, 2s o sincere
man and wpright maglslrnl: but L9 par-
don the prisuners, not as an act of mercy
to unfortunate crimimais, it in imple
justice to innocent and cutraged men,

Instead of drawing the jury in the ws-
ual manner, from the body of the county,
the trial judge had appointed & special ul{-
cer, selected by the prosecuting attorney,
to summon such jurors as he pleased.

This oficer boasted i advance of the
trial and while selecting jurors, that he
was managing the case and that the pris-
oners would hang as certain as death,
cause he was calling such men as the pris-
aners would have to challenge peremptor
ily, thereby wasting their challenges, and
that when these had heen exhavsted they
would have to take such jurors as the pros-
ccation wanted, And it all came out in
thal wiy Thr prLsoner-t did exhaust their
ch 1y did  have
thrast into l|le mry hox ta try them for
their lives a hody of men almost every
one of whom had confessed in open court.
upon Jentering the jury box, that he was

againzt the pri

"Illm attention of the trinl Judge being
called to this proceeding and its manifest
injustice, he nevertheless declined to inter-
fere, but, on the contrary, was strangely
persisient in questioning confessedly hos-
tile jurors, even those who said in terms
they did not believe they could render a
fair and impartial verdict, until, under the

ressure of leading questions, they were
ed on to answer cateporically thet not-
withstanding their hnostile opinion already
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formed they believed they could try the
case fairly on the evid to be produced

2 crime 1o be iried by & juror ‘who has
iedged his ease 15 not a fair trial

in court.

In the jury so selected there was at least
one man who had not only formed and
often expressed the opininn that the de-
fendants were guilty, but whoe thought it
“a um?‘r hard guestion to answer whether
or not he would feel bound as a juror by
these former expressions of hiz opinion.”
At least one other had an opinion in his
“uwn mind that the defendants encour-
aged the throwing of that bumb," and also
thought it “a pretty hard question o an-
swer” whether or not he believed that his
prejudice would influence his verdict.

By such jurors were the so-called anar-
chists convieted,

After the verdict of guilty, the prison-
ers moved for a new tnal, and in connee-
!.'J'nn with the motion they argued that the
Jury had | been J)M.kn’ﬂ. Recides the eir-
cumstantial evidence on this poinl. they
filed a formal charge that Otiz 5. Favor,
one of the most reputable business men
of Chicago, had heen approached by the
specidl Dafliff already mentioned in 2 man-
ner which furpished direct and  positive
proof of this crime against justice: but
that Mr. Favor would not make an affi-
davit veluntarily, thongh he was willing to
<ome into court and subuit to interroga-
tion. The trial judge refused, nevertheless,
to call Faver and examine him, and alsa
to consider his damming revelation unless
hi= affidavit were produced.

On these facts alone. Gov, Altgeld was
of apinion that justice demanded w pardon.
But he went further.

- 2

Examining the decision of the Sepreme
Court of the state in the famouns Cronin
case, decided alter the same Supreme
Court fiad snstainéd the conviction of the
anarchists, the governor found  that in
this case the conrt had declared the Iili-
nois rule as to the impartiality of jurors
tw be the very reverse of what had been
sccepted ag correct procedure i the anar-
chist gaze, Sard the court an (his point in
reversing the Cronin case conviction :

The hn]dinr of this and other courts
is substantinlly wniform, that when it
is onee clearly shown that there exists
in the mind of the juror, at the time
he iz ealled to the jury box, a fixed and
positive opinion as to the meritz of
the case, or s to the guilt or inne-
cence of the defendant he i3 called to
try, his setement that, nolwithstand-
ing such opinicn, he can render a fair
and impartial verdict according 1o the
law und evidence has liltle if any ten-
dency to establish his impartiality.

I To compel a person accused of

Nor shenld o defendant be compelled
to rely, as hiz secunty for the impar-
tiality of the jurors by whom he is to
be tried, upon the resiraiming and cons
trolling [nfluence upon the jurar’s mind
of his cath o render a froe verdict
according to the Jaw and the evidence.
Hiz fmpartiality should appear Lefore
he is permitted to rake the oath,

Had the prineiple of this decision in the
Cromin case heen applied to the anarchist
ase, 2 new trial would have been gramted
on the ground that the defendants were
denied the benefit of an  impartial jury.
But public sentiment had been ao strongly
swayed by a lacal press bent on convictine
these men, that its  banclul  influence
reached even into the sanctuaries of the
law, snd found mno resistance until it
dashed against the unvielding eliffs of
Governor Joln P, Aligeld's sturdy char-
acter,

- =

The governor went cven further
that. He inquired into the i
anarchist case as disclosed by 1
made in court, and from (hat ingniry he
concluded that—

the facts tend o show that the bowmb
wits Urown as an act of personal re-
wvenge, and that the prosecntion has
never discovered who threw it, and the
evidence utterly fails to show that the
powho did thiow it ever heard or
read a word coming from the defend-
ants;  consequently, it fails o show
that he acted on any advice given hy
them.  And i he did sot act on o
heeamse of any advies coming from the
defendants, either  in  speeches  or
throvgh the press, then there was no
case against them, even under the law
ax laid down by Judge Gary [the trial
jndge].

&

S0 Gov, Algeld pardoned the impris-
oned anarchists. But as he did go because
their guilt had never been proved, and their
conviction was secured by w packed jury,
he did more than parden the imprisoned
men. Tn effect he also acquitied the hanged
men.

That was more than the "better clement”
of Chicage could bear, more than the local
press which had houwnded the men on to
their death could tolerste. T Altgeld had
made ont a weak case, it would have been
easy to put him down once for all. Buot
the case he made was invincible, and the
press, the “beteer element,” even the judi
ciary of Chicago, stood condemned by the
governor's historic pardon—condemned for



judicial murder, convicted of lynching un-
der the forms of law. There was the sit-
uation that arqused the vicious snimosity
of the classes against Altgeld, and helped
foster 3t until his death forced the admis-
ston which in every fair mind must con-
firm his awful judgment agaimat the pliant
tocls of a_reckless préss and a crazed com-

munity—the admission that he was an able

and honest man.
v.

The other slander wpon Altgeld’s char-
acter, that which relates to the Debs rail-
riad strike of 18gg, had to do with his
statesmanzhip.

Fa

Tt is geoerally understood that Chicago
was it a hopeless etate of disorder, with
which the governor, in a spirit of partisan
sympathy wilh the strikers, refused w in-
terferc; and that if President Clevelund
had not come to the rescue with Federal
troops  Chicago  might have been razed
from its site. The truth is that the gov-
ernor was performing his dury fully and
faithfully, while the President committed
the mnpardonable constitutional offense of
mvading a state with Federal troaps with-
ont the request and against the protest of
its duly eonstituted anthorities,

Immediately prior to the raiflrond strike

ary’ strike in Hlincis had demanded
i ¥ erference in different parts of
the state, and Gov, Altgeld had promptly
and efectively supplied the needed State
troaps, When the railroad strike broke out
disturbances in connection with it oceurred
at varions points in the state, and upon the
application of local authorities for State
tronps {3ov. Alteeld promptly forwarded
them.  Ag different times the Federal mar-
shal of the Somthern Disirict of Tllinois
applied for State troops to aid him in exe-
cuting the processes of the Federal courts,
and his requests were complied with with-
ot delay, These circomstances indicate
that if any applications had come fram Chi-
cago they would hove met with a similar

o But no Jicati WETE TE
ceived from that quarter, The resort to
Federal troops was made without the slight-
est vegard to the governor's aothority or
the dignity of the state. Tt was. made
moreover, under the evident influence of a
rallread ring.

&

+ President Cleveland had apnointed a spe-
chal eounsel to represent the United States
at Chicago in connection with the strike,
Though the Cleveland administration wag
Democratic, the counsel selected was a Re-

ablicen, Though the administration pro-
féma to have no special sympathy for cor-
porations, the Republican it appointed was
o corporation lawyer, Thougl it professed
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1

to be indifierent {o the conflicting intereats
of the parties to the strike—railroad
corporations on one side  and  their em-
ploves on the other—the Bepublicen cor-
poration lawyer was also af the time the
retained attorney of one of the raileoads
involved in the strike. .

What the purpose of thiz railrcad attor-
ney, so invested with Federal .anthority,
may have been is not generally known nor
at @1l important. Bug in fact, one full day
lefore there had been any damage to prop-
erty in Chicagn, and only the day after
roads liad poblicly declared that their busi-
ness was proceeding withoul interferance,
he sent a disputch to’ Washington “‘“i“ﬁ
for troops, and on the same day Feder
troops appeared in the city and camped on
the lnke front.

"Un to this time,” writes Gov. Altgeld,
who iz at least conceded to be an honest
man, “there had been' no serious disturh.
ance of mails, no destruction of property,
and, weearding to the reports of the rail-
road magagers themselves, no serious inter-
ference with the operation of the railroads
or with interstate commerce.”

-

So grave an assault opon the sovereignty
of the state could not have been ignored
any govemor without gross neglest of
s sworn doty.  Gov, Altgeld accordingly
seit a  respectful  protest to President
Cleveland, in which he assemed that the
President must have been misinformed as
tu the sitution, explained that the ample
military foree of linois was at the ser-
wice of the Fedsral government for the
coforcement of the Federal laws and had
not been sent to Chicage beeause ne e
guest for aid had come From there; and,
after supporting his general statements hy
a_cireumstantial narration of the facts, con-
cluded with these dignified words:
As governor of the State of 1llinois,
1 protest against this [the ordering of
Federal troops into Chicagol, and ask
the immediate withdrawal of the Fed-
¢ral troops from active duety in the
etate.  Should the situation at any time
get so serious that we cannct control
it with the State forces. we will
promptly asl for Federal assistance,
but until such time I protest with all
due deference against this unealled
reflection wpon our people, and again
ask the immediate withdrawal of the
tranps,

To that respectiul message of a Demo-
eratic governor to a Democratic president
there came a reply whicl, save for its in-
sulting tone. might have been dictated by
a Federulist of the old school Tt made
no pretense ihat military assistance had
heen either sought from or withheld by the




state, but stated that the troops had been
sent to Chicago upon the demand of the
ostal and the law officers of the United
States—a  justification  which, if valid,
would utterly annihilate statehood at the
whim of a district attorney or a postmas-
ter; and it concluded with the gratuitous
and cbvinusly insulting sugestion that in
thns sending Federal troops into Chicago
without consuhlng the state officials
there had “been neo intention of thereby
interfering with the plain duty of the local
authorities to preserve the peace of the
city ;" a peace, by the way, which was not
broken until after the Federal troops ap-
peared.
F-a -4

In reply to that extraordinary message
from the President, Gov. Altgeld  tele-
graphed a statesmanlike explanation of the
constitutional rounds upon which his pro-
test rested, closing with the forther re-
spectful assurance that the very presence
of Federal trcope in Chicage . was a men-
ace to the peace of the city, beocanse it had
“arcnsed the indignation of a large class of
Eeople who, while upholding law andorder,

ad been taught to believe in local seli-
povernment, and, therefore, resented what
they regarded 25 wnwarranted interfer-
ence !

Hig final words were:

Inasmuch as Federal troops can Jo
nothing but what the State troops can
do there, and believing that the State
is amply able to take care of the situ-
ation znd enforce the law, and believ-
ing that the urdering out of the Fed-
eral troops was unwarranted, 1 again
ask their withdrawal.

The President returned to this respect-
ful, thoughtfnl and statesmanlike message
another eurt reply. . Said he:

While 1 am still persvaded that I
neither tramscended my auwthority or
duty, on the emergency that confronts
ug, it seems to me that in thiz hour
of danger and public stress discussion
may as well give way to active effort
an the part af all awthority to restore
obedience to law and protect life and
PropeErty.

Could utter indifference to the funda-
mental law of the mation bé more plainly
expressed, without departing from diplo-
matic phrases and adopting  colloguial
terms?  And now we are reaping some of
the harvest of this indifference. When a
Demoeratic president, without the excuse
of mecessity—for the troops of the state
had been offercd by the governor to en-
foree the Federal Iuws—umper;ously #i-
lenced the argumentative protest of a faith-
ful governor whose state had been invaded
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by Federal troops, the seeds of the imper-
falism which is now rampant and de
under Republican authority, were sown in
the public mind

F-ar -4

The comparative gualities of Gov. Al
geld as a prefound Democratic statesman
may be safely left to the unbiased histo-
rian who contrasis bis able state paper on
the queston of ordering Federal troops
upon  active duty into a state, with the
autocratic replies of hiz antagonist in this
passage at arms i the field of higher
politics, v

One of Altgeld's acts as governor was
never openly criticised, Tt ie brieflly told
by the Cheago Record-Herald, a Repuh-
lican paper, from which we quote:

In the 1855 session of the legislature
franchise corporation bills were
pm;ssd very like those which made the

scssion of 1807 a reproach, Mr. A

geld eould have made a million, and

probably gullions, by letting them he-
come laws, but they were vetoud.

Thie truth is that one million dollafs in
cash had heen placed at Altgeld's disposal,
under circumstances which would have en-
abled him to appropriate it with ahsolute
safety to_himseli, The sole condition was
that he chould sign thosge bills. But he
vetoed the bills,

At that time Altgeld's peeoniary difficul-
tes were pressing. From a rich man he
had become comparatively poor, through
no fault of his own but chiefly becanse he
refused to join any of the tespectalle rings
that make money for themselves and
squeere money out of others by means of
predatory laws, The legislature had bheen
bribed to enact the corporation bills in
gaestion. They were 2o thoroughly hribed
that the Senate passed them even over Alt-
geld’s veto, and in the House onlv 2 few
votes of the necessaty two-thirds were
lacking. The Intter body remained in ses-
sion long past its hour for zine die ad-
journment, turning back the official clock
for the sake of appearances, to zllow the
corporation lobbyists time to buy their
gonds. But Altgeld's velo stood, in spite of
the Democratic leader on the fioor, in spite
of the Republican speaker in the chair, in
spite of the lobhyists all over the House,
and in spite of as fine an aggregation of
respectable gentlemen at Chicago furnizh-
ing the funds a3z one could wish to meet.

Yet all thiz wight have been avoided
Nothing was necded but ancther respecta-
Lle gentleman of the same maranding type
in the governor's chair. Had Altgeld
signed those bills he might have retrieved
hiz broken fortumes, have grown as rich
as the richest, have been honored hy 2



debased press and fawned wpon by the
sycophants, might have gome 1o asscciate
and conspire with other such characters
in the Fed Sanane and instead of being

ry
been 1auded as a progressive statésman.
But he was too able to be beguiled and too
honest to betray. his trnst, He held the
mercengry plotters back, knowing full well
that the rich and influential ones among
them woold punish him without merey.
And they did. They plotted agatnst this
able and honest governor until even this
wreckage of his fortune had disappeared,
Yet, through it all he defied them and vent
his way—impoverished, lonely, but faith-
ul

VI

Demoeracy ke that whish inspived John
P, Altgeld to excite the vindictive wrath
of corporation influences by challenging
the Federal admioistration of his own
party when it cast aside party ideals and
defied national limitations by invading a
state of which he was governor with an
armed force; sineerity like that which [n-
spired himi to incur obloguy by pardoniog
\mm:lpul.'lr pnzun=r.s becawse they had been
Llﬂjuﬁt]y comvicted, thosgh he anght haye
avoided censure by giving them theirliberly
23 an act of grace; honesty like thal which
impelled him, rather than how befora Baal,
to sacrifies the private fortune lie @l'lrmdv
had and refuse another which he could
have got without even the asking, winning
at the same time applanse from the pow-
erful but sordid moneved intereats which
had bribed both political parties in his leg-
islsture and needed only his signature to
malee their crvmim_wl of ennrmaously vale
able puhluc privileges complete—these were
the qualities which made Altgeld’s patriot
ism vital.

-~
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\c"otels tell us they want able men in
office; but do they? Altgeld's ability ts
romeded lml they turned him out of
He was too ahle 1o he the tool of cnrp-u
rations unconsciously.

They say they want honest men in office;
but do they? Altgeld's honesty is now
admilted, but they turned him out of
office, He was too Bonest to become the
agent of corrupt and corropting eorpora-
tion: consciously,

v gay they arc hunting with Tanterns

for sincere men, But if they arc, why da

the rays of their lanterns never search out

the man of smcemy through the shadows

of predocecus misrepresentation and ma-

lignant abuse, until ai he i dead?
o

It was a brief and painful life, ‘hat of
this able, honoest, sincere,. unyielding and
unswerving, democratic statesman; b it
closed as all such men might wish fo have
their awn lives close. His sincere democ-
racy made him plead the eause of the Fili-
pinos; not for their' sake afone, bot for
ours ae well. Tt made him plead the cause
of the Boers: not for their liberties alone,
tut for English liberty too. And in this
fight for demacracy, facing overwhelming
odds, hue with democratic traths pouring
hot from his lips, he died while yet hardly
past the middle years of human life. Bot
now as of old, and with John P. Altgeld
a8 with all other men, the inspiring war
Macoulay attributes to Horatins
holds true, as they ever will:

Then out spake brave Hovating,
The caplain of the gate?
“T'o every man upon thir carth
Deatls cometh soon or lofe

And hew can man die beiter
Than focing fearful odds,

For the ashes of his fethers
And the temples of his gods”

Address by Charles A. Towne

AT THE GRAVE

Patient under measureless and  unde-
served calummy; self-contained amid the
+ maduess of faction; unzclfish in an age of
gain; charitable to ignorance and maliee
alike’s firm jn his reliance on the ultimate
viclory of justice in the aﬂ'mrs nl men, in
spite of every defeat, he wag “een a5 just
a man as e'er conversation - coped
withal” .
7 every hamlet of the nation today, and
in many a place beyond the seas, there are

heartz that share the burden of sadness.
Why is this? Tt is because John P, Aligeld
is kmown to have been the enrnest, sincere
able and incorruptible advocate of pcl.lllcaf
liberty and social justice.

We have interred the mortal part of him,
but the immortal element that moved him
shall zpeak again and again to generations
yet ynborn and in every land where free-
dot shall have her altars,



“The truth that I have tried to make clear will not find
easy acceptance. If that could be, it would have been accepted
long ago. If that could be, it would never have been obscured.
But it will find friends— those who will toil for it; suffer for it;
if need be, die for it. This is the power of Truth.

“Will it at length prevail? Ultimately, yes. But in our
own times, or in times of which any memory of us remains, who
slmll say? For.the man who, seeing the want and misery, the

and brutish caused by unjust social institstions, sets
himsclf, in so far as he has strength, to right them, there is
pointment and bitt So it has been of old time. So it

is even now. But the bitterest thought—and it sometimes comes
to the best and bravest—is that of the hopelessness of the effort,
the futility of the sacrifice. To how few of those who sow the
seed is it given to see it grow, or even with certainty to know
that it will grow !

“Let us not disguise it. Over and over again has the
standard of Truth and Justice been raised in this world. Ower
and over again has it been trampled down — oftentimes in blood,
If they are weak forces that are opposed to Truth, how should
Error so long prevail? [f Justice has but to raise her head to
have Injustice flee before her, how should the wail of the
oppressed 50 long go up?

“But for those who see Truth and would follow her; for
those who recognize Justice and would stand for her, success is
not t['w only thing. Success! Why, Falsehood has often that to
give; and Injustice often has that to give. Must not Truth and
Justice have something to give that is their own by proper right
—theirs in essence, and not by accident?

“That they have, and that here and now, everyone who
has felt their exaltation knows. But sometimes the clouds sweep
down. It is sad, sad reading, the lives of the men who would
have done something for their fellows. To Socrates they gave
the hemlock; Gracchus they killed with sticks and stones; and
One, greatest and purest of all, they crucified."— /enry George,
n ‘' Progress and Poverty".




Address of Clarence S. Darrow

AT THE FUNERAL, FRIDAY, MAKCH 14, 1902

In the great flood of human life that is
spawned upin the e t is not often that
a man is bor, The friend and comrade
that we mourn taday was formed of that
infinitely rare mixture that now and then
at long, long intervals combings 1o make a
man, John F. Altgeld was ane of the rarest
souls who ever lived and died. His was
a humble hirth, a fearless life and a dra-
matic, fAtring death, We who koew lum,
we who loved him, we who rallied to his
many hopetul calls, we who dared to praise
i while his hears still beal, can not yet

that we shall never lear his voice

gz,

John P Altgeld was o soldier tried and
true; not & soldier ¢lad in uniform, decked
with spangles and led by fife and drom in
the mad intoxication of the Thattlefield;
such soldiers have not heen rave upon the
earth in sy land or age {ulm P Altgeld
was a soldier in the everlasting strugple
of the human race for liherty and justice
on the earth. From the first awakening of
hiz young mind wntil the fast relentiess
summens came, he was a soldicr who had
no rest or fuclongh, who was ever on the
field in the forefront of the deadliest and
most hopeless spot, whom nene but death
could muster oot Liberty, the relentless
goddess, Tud turned her fateful smile on
Johu P, Altgeld's face when he was but 5
child, and to this first, fond love he was
fal!hful' unte death.

Liberty is the most jealous and exactin,
miistress that can begm}e the brain and sou
of man. She will have nothing from him
who will not give her all.  She knows that
hiz precended love serves but to betray.
But when onee the fierce heat of her

uencliiess, Justrous eyos has borned into
the victim's heart, he will know no other
smile bot hers,  Likerly will have none bt
the great devoted souls. and by her glo-
rious  visions, nromizes, her
houndless oy finitely  witching
charms. she hres her vietims over hard

an

of everlusting light, When the hitter feel-
ings of the hour have passed away, when
the mad and poiscnons fever of commer
cialism shall have ron ity course, wh
conscicnee and honor and justice and lib-
erty shall once more ascend the throne
Trom which the shameless, brazen sm.ldcss
of power and wealth have driven her away
then thiz man we kncw and loved wi1| find
his rightful place in the minds and hearts
of the cruel, unwilling world he served.
Mo purer patriot ever lved than the friend
we Loy ar rest toduy.  His pateictsm was
nryt l‘adﬂd in’ the poblic marts, or bar-
in the stalls for gold; his patrmhﬁm
maﬁ of that pure ideal meld that placed the
love of man above the love of self,

Joha P, Altgeld was always and st all
timez 2 lover of his fellow man.  Those
who reviled him have tried to teach the
world that he was bitter and relentless, that
he hated more than he loved We who
new the man, we who had clasped his
hand and heard his voice and lnoked inta
his smiling face; we who loew his 1ife of
kindness, of charity, of infinite pity to the
outeast and the weak: we who knew his
human hieart, eould never he deccived A
truer, greater, gentler, kindlier soul has
never lived and dicd; and the fisrce bitter-
ness and hatred that smlidlt to destrov this

reat, grand soul had but cne canse—the

et r'hnt he really loved his fellow man,

A & yauth our dexd chieftain risked his
life for the cause of the black man, whom
L always loved A= a lawyer he was wise
and leatped. impatient with the forms and
machinery which courts  and legislatures
and lawyers have woven to strangle justice
throngh expense and ceremony pod delay;
as 8 judge he found a legal way to do what
seemed right to hitn, and f e coold not
find a legal way, he found & way. As a
Governor of a great State, he vuled wisely
and well A Governor elected by the great-
#st personal triumph of any Governor cver
szhosell Isy the State, he fearlessly and

and stony ways,
patha, thmugh miscry, obloguy and want
in & martyr's cruel death. Today we puy
our last sad homage to the most devoted
lover, the most shiect slave. the fondest
wildeat, dreamicst im that ever gave
hig 1ife to liberty's immortal cavse,

I the history of the country where he
lived and died, the Tife and works of our
devated dead will one day shine in weords

zly bared his devoled head to the
fiercest, ‘moat  vindictive criticism  ever
heaped ypon a public man, becanse he loved
justice and dared to do the right,

In the days now past. Juhn T Alrgeld.
our loving, peerless chicf, in seorn and de-
Fision was ealled Johm Pardan Altgeld Ly
those whp would destroy his power. We
who stand to-day aroend his bier and
mourn the brave and loving friend are glad
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to adopt this name. If, in the infinite econ-
omy of nature, there shall be another land
where erooked paths shall be made straight,
where heaven's justice shall review the
;udgments of the earth—if there shall be a

real, wise, humane judge, before whom
the sons of men shall come, we ean hape
for nothing better for ourselves than 1o
pass into that infinite presence as the com-
rades and fricnds of Jobhn Pardon Altgeld,
who apened the prison doors and set the
captive free.

ven admirers have seldom understood the
real character of this great humane man.
These were sometimes wont to feel that the
fierce bitterness of the world that assailed
him fell on deaf ears and an unresponsive
soul. They did not know the man, and they
do not feel the subtleties of human life. Tt
was not a callous heart that so often led
him to brave the most viclent and malicions
hate; it was not a callous heart, it was a
devoted soul. He eo loved justice and truth
and liberty and righteousness that all the
terrors that the earth could hold were less
than the condemnation of his own con-
science for an act that was cowardly or
THEAn.

John P. Altgeld. like many of the carth's
great souls, was a solitary man.  Life to

him was serious and  eamest—an endless
tragedy. The carth was a great hospital of
sick, wounded and suffering, and he a de-
voted surgecn, who had no right to waste
one moment's time, and whose duty was to
cure them all. While he Joved his friends,
he yet could work without them, he could
live without them, he could bid them one
by ome good-bye, when their courage failed
tn follow where he led; and he could go
alone, oot inta the silent night, and, look-
ing upward at the changeless stars, could
find communion there.

My dear, dead friend, Jong and well have
we known you, devotedly have we followed
you, implicity have we trusted you, fondly
have we loved you. Beside your bier we
now must say farcwell. The heartless call
has come, and we must stegger on the best
we canalone. Tn the darkest hours we will
look in wvain for your loved form, we will
1(=1.:n hopelessly for your devoted, fearless
voice.  But, though we lay you in the grave
and hide you from the sight of man, your

rave words still will speak for Lhe poor,

the anppresged, the ::lpl:lve and the wealk:
and your devoted ufr inspire cmmﬂrsq
souls to do and dare in the holy canse for
which you lived and died.



Address by Joseph W. Errant

AT THE GRAVE

He stood by the river of life where the
wreckage fiows thickest and fastest. He
climbed to the mountain top and meazured
the heights and depths of daily exstence.
He eaw the light. His greal heart over-
flowed. He determined to gain wealth, and
thus be able to help the stricken millions,
Tower and position should be hig, and with
these he would raise the multitude. And &
woice said: “Woealth and power and posi-
tion shall pass away. These will not avail,
Thou must give thysell” He understood
the message and gave himseli.

He epcke, and cverywhere throughout
the earth the bent, the toflworn and the
oppreased awoke and listened. The down-
cast Ieoked up with new hope and courage.
The cnglaved steaightencd himself to the
stattre of & man.

The weak and the feeble of the earth
leaned npon him.  They called to him, and
:]i'ls great heart endeavored to respond to

He spoke, and everywhere throughout
the earth tyranny trembled and the op-
pressor feared for lis stolen power.

e prophet’s voice i stilled. The
prophets do not flatter nor do they make
obeizince to power and position.  The
speak the truth as they see it, and they tell
it to the peaple from the housetops and in
the market place

Tohn P. Aligeld believed in establishing
the reigu of love and jnatice on this sarth.
He was nol ennlent to wait for ils realiza-
tion in some other remoter place  He feli
that only as wo strive to realize poodness
and justice here, are we justified in any
hopes for the future. With him the King-
dom of God was to he here; and with his
intense passion for the right he felt that

man had it in his power to estahlish this
Kingdom, if ke only would.

50 he summoned men (o come up
o the full measure of their responsibilities,
and to create through their own eforts
sovizl conditions which would be worthy
of loving and intelligent human beings.
With the prophets of old he stood and
emphasized the responsibilities of the man
and the nation,

We mourn. We mourn because il is
hard to part from our dear friend, from the
devoted  ehampion of the people’s canse
But consider how the world has heen
enriched and ennobled by his life, If he
could spenk to us today he would say:
“Mourn not for me. Upon you now rests
the responsibility. If yon are my friends.
if you are loyal to the ideas for which we
hattled, if you wish to remember me, then
continue bravely and earneatly in the canse
for which we stood. The struggle must
go on. By you the tanner must now be
carried forward.”

Today we hury our dead. T'o the great
elemental [orges  from which the body
came we return that which remains, Here,
in the midst of mature's children, shall he
rest,

“Open tiy arma, O earth, refoiee the desd

With gentle pressure ond with loving wel-
come.

Embrace him tewderly, &'en as a mother

Foalds her soft vestmenis rouwnd the child
she loves”

Fare_thee well, dear friend, fare thee
well, May thy memory hallow and inspire
us. May it be o all of vz an ever living
presence, helping us to understand and live
the higher life



The Present Crisis

BY JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL

When a deed i5 done for Freedom, through the broad eartls
aching breast

Runs a thrill of joy prophetic, trembling o {rom cast to west,

And the slave, where'er he cowers, feels the sould within him climb

Ta the awfnl verge of wanhood, as the energy sublime

OFf a century bursts full-blossomed on the thorny stem of Time,

Osce to every mon ond nation comes the moment to decide,

In the strife of Truth with Falsehood, for the pood or evil side;

Some great conge, God's new Messiah, offering each the bloow or
blight,

Purts the goats upon the left hand, and the sheep upon the right,

And the choice goes by for ever “twixt thot darkness and that
Hight.

Careless seewns the great Avenger; history's pages but record

One death-grapple in the dorkwess “twivt old systems and the
Waord

Truth forever on the scaffold, Wrong for ever on the throme—

Vet that scaffald sways the Futwre, and, beldnd the dime -
Erown,

Standeth God within the shadosw, keeping watch obove His owm,

Then to side with Truth is noble when we share her wretched
crust,

Ere her cause bring faome and profit, and “tis prosperous to be
Just;

Then it is the brave man chooses, while the coward stands aside,

Doubting in his abfect spirit, till his Lord i5 erycified,

And the wmultitude make viviie of the faith they had denfed.

Count e o'er earth’s chosen hevoes—ihey were souls that stood
alone,

Wohile the men they agowized for hurled the contwmelions stone,

Steod serene, and dowm the future saw the golden beam incling

To the side of perfect fustice, masteved by their faith divine,

By one man's plain truth to manhood ond to God's supreme de-
sign,

Ey the light of burning heretics Christ's beeding feet I track,

Totling wp new Colvaries ever with the cross that turns wot back,

And these mounts of angwish nuwmber how coch generation
learned

One new word of that grand Credo which in prophei-hearts hoth
burned

Since the first man stood God-conguered with his face to heaven
wupiuried,

For Humanity sweeps onward ; where today the mardwr stands,
Ot the storrow cronches Iudas soith the sifver in his hands;
Fay in front the cross stonds ready and the crockling fogots burn,
While the hooting wob of yesterday in silent awe refurn

To glean uf the scailered ashes into Hiztory's golden nen,



Address of William J. Bryan

AT THE GRAVY

The occasion which hrings us here calle
forth hoth sorrow and gratitude—sorrow
that such a life has been taken from us
and gratitnde that soch a man has lived

us. Im this material age when so
mam:r are secking toabsorh as much of good
as ¢ cam, it i3 inspiring to find one who
was ambitious to scatter as much of good as
E‘;ssﬂ.ﬂe ameng hig fellow-men. He ve

d in his Jife the truth of the saying th
it is more blesaed to give than to receive,
He will e remembered not for what olhers
did for him, but for what he did far others,
Not hiz i but hiz disril
tions made him great. What little of pron-
erty he left will descend to those whu
were related to him, hut what he left of
greatest walue will sl go to those of his
blood or even to thess who were intimately
agsociated with him, fot rather to all the
world, and the world is better for the life
vf ome whose love was boundless and
whose heart was large encugh to eak
every huthan beimg, Tt was fitting that
should die as he had lived—pleading the
canse of the oppressed.

Tt iz written that the
are  seet are temparal,
things  which sre unseen are  erernal
This is our censolation today. This acea-
sion—sad g5 it is—would be infinitely
more ead if we were consigning to the
earth alf that therc was of our departed
friend. But the better part of him whom we
bnew as Altgeld survives the grave. As
the bird eseaping from ils cage unters a
larger world, so the influence of the de-
ceased i brosdened rather than norrowed
Ty his spirit's flight from it= earthly tene-

things which
but that the

ment. The secmingly endless procession
of friends who passed beside his bier and
locked upon the face they had learned Lo
love showed how many were touched by
cofitact with his life, and each one whom
he influenced will bear that infiuence on-
ward so that the circle of his usefulness
will ever widen, He has proved bow great
are the possibilities under our institutions.
Born in another land he hes demonstrated
what one can do wnaided if he has high
ideals and a lofty purpose. His was not
the prowess of the body—nn one consid-
ered his phvsical stremgth. His was the
prowess of the mind and heart. Ile wag
clear in reazoning and sound in Jogic; be-
lieving that truth is seli-evident and irre-
sistible he tried to present the naked truth
and it wag through this that he influcnced
the minds of others. But his heart was
his master; it responded ta every appeal
for help and his spmpathy went out to all
whe suffered ot sorrowed, He lbried to
make the world better and his afforts will
bear fruit. The waters that run muemnr-
ing down the meuntain side and then help
to form the river's majestic corrent at last
make their contribution to the sea that
washes every coast and add rheir voice to
the coean’s mighty roar. o the houghts
and words of this dead patrict have con-
teibuted and still contribute to that public
opinion which moulds human aclion and
shapes the destiny of the race.

We pay our tribute of respest ar hjs
%rsvg wt we are sustained and encouraged
yw the thought that that which attracted
us to Mr, Altgeld stifl lives and still in-
cites to worthy decds.






The Clock in the Chamber of the Omnipotent

EXTEACT OF SPERCH DELIVERED IV JOHN P ALTGRLD 1IN THE
AUDITORIUM, GOTORER 22, 1900

Buk. says some one, is there any use in
our making an effort?  Are not all the
bankers of this constry, all of the trusts
and great corporations of this comniry, all
of the powerful forces of this country, is
not ke fashion of this country, are not
the drawing rooms and the clubs of this
country  now  controlled by concentrated
and corrupt wealth?  Are they not growing
stronger every year, and do they not vilify
and attempl Lo crush everyhody that does
not submit?  Can anyt be accomplished
in the way of curbing this great foree and
protecting (he American people?

My friends, let me cile you a parallel:
George William Curtis and other writers
of his day have described the slave power
hack in the 50'5 They tell us that slavery
sat in the White House and made laws in
the capital; that courts of justice wore its
ministers; that senators and legislatars
were its lackeys; that it controlled the pro-
fessor m hiz lecture room, the editor in
ki sanctum, the prescher in his pulpit;
that it swaggered in the drawing-room:
that it ruled at the elubs; that it dominated
with iron hand all the affairs of society;
that every year enlarged its power, overy
move increased its dominion; that the men
and the women who dared to even gueatiom
the divinity of thar institution were ostra-
cized, were persecuted, were vilified—aye,
were hanged.

But the great clock in the Chamber of
the Ommipatent pever stands still. Te ticked
away the yrars as it had once ticked away
the centudies. Finally it siruck she hour
and e world heard the tread of a million
armed men, wnd slavery vanished from
Ammerica forever. Note the parallel. Toduy
the eyndicate rules at the White Flonse and
makes laws at the eapital ; courts of justice
are its ministers) senators and legislators
are its lackeys, It conbrals the preacher in
his  pulpit, the professor  mo his lecrure
roum, the editor in his satctum! it swag-
gers in the drowing-room; it rules at the
clohs ; it dominares with o rod of iron the
affairs of sotdety. Every year enlarges its
power ; and the men and women who pro-
test agaimst the crimes that are being com-
mitted by organized greed in this countiy—
who talk of protecting the Americun
people—are  pstracized, are vilified are
hounded and imprisooed,  TE seems mad-
ness to even question the divinity of the
American Syndicate,  But my friends, that
great clock i3 still Heking—atill ticking.
Soon it will again strike the hour and the
world will see not Looogeo Tut 10,000,000
free men rise up, armed not with muskets,
but with freemen’s hallats, and the sway
of the syodiate will vanish from America
forever,
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