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TEE DOCTRIEE OF ASSUMED “IS&.

By Clarence 3. Darrow,
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If you hepper down onthe lower end of Clsrk street, you
will likely see Tony Sslvedor, If you conglude to visit Clerk
Street you hsd better zo or “aturdesy right., It is more
interesting then the boulevarde or spy other part of Ghiéago.;
Here you will find lodgin~ houses, chesp hotels, second hsﬁé 5
slothing store, pewn shops, Chinese tee stores with tall vaanc»JfA":

in the wipdows, plenty of s&loons snd denge. hﬂgsegg eharehgg_ ;

Sl

apd misgions, opium joirntes snd shooting galleriea,

Eere you will aeeA»msriaane, Irishmer, Germana.rFrenahman

= Italisns, regroes, Ghinaggnﬂ/soiaigrs_afaxhc ﬁi_iEEEg_rggx
[ poligemen«ané sbendoned womer, not womer who ere sbardomed, but ff»l

women who have beern sb&ndoned by the world, I like Clark ssz.egaéﬁgqi

7 = it §§§~§hcle world turrns you out you gen atill»live on C;axk ,; “%
- s ¢ ————
o, You w#ll kvow Tony %eltgdgr. bgaauﬁ"fiis legs aze:ngt mateﬁ/i///g
e Ogg,gf,_ﬁhiﬂs mede wf mahf&ua the other fe-mede of n@af == ﬂ‘f

= = §hare ere people with wooden 1egﬁ $het 100k 81most ,ﬂ_gpod ge. 5 7;

vew. There is ome dootor in éﬁi‘iﬁ& f&d&wh&q such e fine wgo&‘n ’f;ﬁ

ﬁhem together and than limpe nnsy. * oo ;
!ba.!ill probably see him pushing s gl&ﬁi>l!f%'naﬁgééiﬁ§§%iébyi}
: et s




street, The csert has & gesoline stove and over this stove he
pops oorn end sells it to the thromg on Clark street]/ Fe ‘
ghaoges Clark street becsuse, although most of the people that
he meets are poor, still they sre of & liberal; reckless sort,
and hed sooner give their momney to ome-legged Tomy then to put
it in the bank,
Sometimes On Derby Day or Chicégo Day when there is &
arcwd in towm Tony rents s faded blue suit of glothes with
brass buttone end goes out orn sState street snd begs, It is
strenge how much essier it is t0 get money when your leg has
been teken off by &8 gcernom bsll ther wher it hes been crushed
by & car wheel, This is beosuee people sre patriotig, S e D)
Of sourse Tony hes s femily; ell pocr people have ghildren;
he keeps them in & besement on Clsrk street next to sn opium
Joint; they plsy in the streets by dey snd on hot Summer nights
they go up on the sidewalk and watgh the thromg until they fsll
@sleep, Perhspe the boys will grow up end be hanged; the girls
will most likeiy always stey on Clsrk street, Tong goes out on
the street with his cart every night exgent vwher it snows, One =
day he wemt out in a spow storm end fell down snd broke his
wooden leg and it hsd t0 be fixed with neils erd irom rings-but -
= this story is sbout his other leg, the one he lost some years
ago, -

Tony was born ir the moet besutiful spot on the most R
besutiful leke in the world, A% Belsgio on lske Como, VWhen
= he was & child he used to sit on the hish promontory awd look ~a
BN s oégugi_ihékéiéar. deep, blue waﬁgr below nim end the soft blue F
e . sky ebove end the great éilenﬁrmonttains with the spow oespped

= peaks, soross the leke. Fe did rot know how besutiful it wes
o . - / v

. .. prtil yeaws efter wher he 1ived in Chiocego, Virgil lived in the
.~/ City 0f Qomo et the Other end of the lske,-but this wes 2,000 |
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yeers before Tomy's dsy. Ir Itely Tony'se mother had & little
garden where she r;aised ;egetables srd tock them with Tony
e _to the little brick merket squere in Belsgio, where che cold them
to W But es Tony grew older he beseme |
embitious srd wante thing more thesn the poor straw-covereﬂ
e hut the little gerdem, the daily vim_tn_zha—mazket squeare

> _———— opd the few nent;ngﬂo brought. An agent -’.;

_ef 8 tremsportetion sompany ome dey found Temy snd $ol%- him “of

A ———————————

JMMM we\ﬁ\\ﬂen\tif\il\as livres spd five timea
Mﬁ%&ggnt‘ﬁn&,{d t0pive hims ticket snd get the pey
from thé-rsilroed ocompsiy efﬁ“r\ha\got~a job ‘$n_America. 350 he
bié his mothe }tm?to\?m Eizd moened in
, the hysterical mepmer~wf the very poor, M&to Genoa —
. aailed sway, Ee stood on the steersage d‘w

:—;/_—\fryine-ulad hills erd@ the terreged flower gardens of Tfii\—\

— \“z
until were out of sighi, :

oi-bye, while

— -

— e —&Y len in teu vork, pessed through the querentine snd

Cestle thhen the sgent of the steamship compsuy 00k
him in hand . He JolBez 4 gemg of his fellow seumtry-men who
wer2 building = rsilroed out

Fis sountrymen 4id not own 623

the roasd; they sirmply etcod in & grs genk snd shoveled dirt .

from morming until night. The men who owned the d 1ived in s

Few York and Tondon and Paris snd spert their time gt the ses-

shore or enywhere else they wished to go, After peesing from

sand bsnk to send benk, he finelly drifted to Chieego, where he
Joined the Itslisn colony, zot naturslized erd merried and

commenged to rsise & femily end to vote., In the ocourse of tire -~
2 Tdny got & good s‘t"éady job im the"’i'l;;lroad yarde slonz the r?yai’
end begen to forget the ﬁhores of Italy, with 11:3 vines 8L rosea :
_exd ite eternal soft blue sEy ‘ony nem/iaa sn g.d—acated men ; |
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. dirt out from between the verious switohes o thet the fracks

_‘V‘Q\fnrniahed w @ little stick ebout twelve inches long, a A
= ‘ |
‘half ineh wide end-en eighth of en ingh thigk, end ell he P

t0 speak English except & few broken sentences thst he needed
every day, but even in Italisn he was not leerned or bright. FHe
knew how to shovel sand, to turn & switgh, to get out of the
way of & moving trein, to obey the foremen's orders end to do
whet the righ people told him; most poor people do this lsast,
especially at elestion time,

He had s very simple, easy job. The yards were sbout s
quaerter of a mile vide erd & mile or two in length; the tracks
were laid so closely side by side thet he could hardly stend
safely between them, A hslf & dozen roede rsn their trsins aéd
switched their cars end engines along the traesecks, and from morn-
‘ing until night the yard wes slive with trains end cere srd
erngines moving up end down, [0 one csme to the ysrds exgept
the railroed men whose duty celled them there, Somewhere about
the middle of the yaerds wae &n eleborste system of switshes which
made it poesible for & train north of the switech to run south =2
orn track pumber one asnd then sfter pessing & switching tower
gradually turn off from treck to treck until it r:p away
from the city on trsck eight or ten or twelve or any other that
the yerd mester chanced to choose, This switch wes salled a
"puzzle switch" end indeed it was & puzzle to eslmoet every one
exgept the few who h&d menaged to mester the intricste design,
The switeh wes worked by s man in the gower who gcommended & vdew
of the yarde end every one in them erd who knew from signels
on whish track to send the flying cars,. Tony hed nothing to do 3
with the uuitoh: tts meahaniam wae far beyond tﬁfflﬁfifh&"‘jﬁgr7£

hqzizon of hie nind Qony 8 work was 0f the gimplest XIMi; he
-\
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had\gg do wes to get down on hia krees and clesn the éf:j/gnd
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could be joined tozether by the men in the tower, For thst he
got %40 & month, which wes & good price where nothing but
mugole was needed snd not mush of that, The only biains that
he ocould use for this job were enmough to dodge & moving trainm,
Of sourse eny One who was cereful sould keep off the trasck when
sn engine was sbout to pass, but still if you had & boy end knew
t¢hat he was living out there in s wildermess of rsilrosd tracgks
elive with moving cars snd thst day sfter day he must dodge these
traine end thet s miss-step or & forgetful momert or the blunder
& of some one else meent certesin death youmight not sleep very
soundly at night, The sons of reilroad presidents and gerersl
mexegers end gerersl gsounsel never take these jobs,

Well, Tony used to walk sround the tragks end inspest the
switches end csrry his little stiok in his hend, After & year
or so0 he felt perfeetly &t home end had learned te salculste about
where & train would land after it psssed the tower of the "puszzle
switeh", To be sure, he had nerrowly esceped desth & number of
times-but he had esceped-snd he never thought of geé&ting a safer
Job; he would not have known snything better them this to do, end
besides if he hed thrown up the job some one else would hsave
gome to take his plage, Fe got slong pretty well in the Summer
time but im the Winter, when the snow fell fast end the wind blew

herd, it was not an eéay Job, Eis clothes were none too werm,

end his hsnde were often numb--snd the hours dregged very wesrily
&8 he weded eround the ysrds holding his little stick in his
¥ purple hsnd, Née'waa obliged to go to work in the nﬂrning-betore'
1>}K déylight end work until long sfter dsrk, end even Tony ofteﬁ
\ fi; ; '_shonght ha esrned every cent that he got. Perhaps you ° ould A
%;ig; | ‘nOb\\ ve atood it; you might hsve purpasely slippad snd fell #ff 

'\a:iiﬁzs nnéer he at wheele of & moving trein £ud been dome ctth it
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at onge; but ronyrnever thought of this; there were sgeveral
hungry 1itfle Itelisms thet he had to feed,snd elthough he said
nothing about it emd reslly thought nothing sbout it he 1pyea'
__these little waifs who were growins uvp om the straet Then-— —
S szein you must mot thirk thet 1ife wes eg herd to "eny s 1t
geems to yow, (0d is very merciful; Fe does not tagger the
wind; to the sho;ﬁmia@bs:“but Te tempers the shorn lambs to the
winde, But even Tony thought he ought to get more psy in winter

than W%&Eﬁvﬁkms herder snd the wear ad tear
ol

e ///Jmm;_hnn in A_gt‘he\gpt lesg in ¥inter time. The wages

///oi the poor sre mot peid aocording to the gmount of life tha
aast-er ‘gets, but accordimv 6 t;heﬁ;uaber of lives that sre offered
for the-job, end these were more iu Winter time,

Well, ome mrsing Tm}y ceme down to wOrk while it wes still
dark, The wind was blowing and the snow wes drifting fest. Fe
to0k his stick end weunl down th; yards snd oommensced workirg &t
the tracks, The towerman was slrosdy there; in feot he hed been .
there 911 $he time Tony knelt down on E‘heground reached out
his hsnd end oomsnoed plcking the snow out mm between the
tracks, 'As he ¥melt or the ground one log extended baok over
spother tragk, Fe glanmd‘ up the trsck end beyond the tower end
et the other side of the yards hrmm glare of s heodlight
from sn emgine stspding still, "‘?_ny wes g0 used t0 engines

#nst this geve him no slerm, Fe thought thet if it ceme down ’;
e it would pése upOn sbobher track, snd besides he vould heer it ’ ﬁ
E: = if it ceame, I you ever work in a ysrd ydn will leern that 'm ;
’ csunot give ell of your time to dodging trains; you must MBMf f' >
\ <
i‘ - work end muet deperd upom your eyes snd esrs and els0 upon m = J
- 7 :.‘.ﬂ
=a fellows who work with you, = = ~

- m grade of the yard wag tmrd thu southend the e
g - B R 2N - ,
e e — ,;"
b = ST '—t/:— ;;’—)—'___/—» "_,-




r =%
/,/
= l/
— porth of where I0ny was cleaning Out the switeh, This particulsr

engine hed no sers atteched snd was goins south t0 bring some
sars of gosl up into the ysrds, Thgxengiie\atapggd 2 few mom
before it resched the "puzzle ewitsoh"; them it got\%he gizpel,
released the brekes end dropped gently down beyord the tower,

Ho g%etm wes needed to move the engine down the ~yards aid the
snow muffled the sound of the wheels; both the engineer snd the
towermsn might heve seer Tony's little red lentern down &t the
gwitdh, but if they looked they knew thet it wss only e tresck-
men whose busineps it was to zet out of the way. Eo warnihg was
= given ag the engine asrept slovg, In fast there waes nc reed of
@ werning; & msn should loock cut for himself, Well, Tony wes
lesning over the tragk, with his left leg etretched out behird,
He hesrd no sound, The morming wes 0 raw snd 00ld thst his
hende and fege were numb, &nd &8 Xhe lesned over the tresck in

the grest, gold, horrible yerds, he hsd & visicn of the promontory
where he used to git when & boy., Cnge more he séw Thet wonder-
ful blue Itelisn sky, thet enmschenting suecep of cleer, blue

weter snd the high, greem, snow~gspped mounteins risirg from ite
edge-snd then = mighfy mege of iron seemed to fall upon hies leg,
The engine psaesed over him, o one even saw him, but he shouted
& until the men ip the watsh tower heard his ary. . 2
Tony was taken to the hospitsl; his mengled leg was cut

g eway. FEe took & vecetion of & couple of months end then went

15 - back home end he brought suit sgeinst the ocompany to resover

M

e —— .
/}4;:T;~ two borrowing money snd running in debt in the expectation of
the great fortune thet his lewyer said he sould get. Tony wes

% dsnages £ o —7ony end hie femily lived & yesr or

%o have 60 per cent of it for himself-he did rot know exsstly =5

how much that meant, but he knew that it wes & gradf Geal,
— _ s
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i - Finslly the csse ocsme off, Tony's lewyer elsimed thet the

sompany wes pegligent becsuse the towermsr should have seenm
2 Tony's lentern azd not sent the engine down upon him while he
2 ~ . wss kmeeling over the switoh; sleo thet the engineer should
i neve werned him of the spprosshing engime and thst the
'tgﬁaks were too near togsther snd that the ysrd was s dengsrous
”;n§funaafeplaoe for s traskmen to work, The Judge refused to
;éllow the lawyer to prbve snything sbout Italy or the trens-
:ﬂbortation gompany or Tony's family or how c¢0ld it wes or his
vigion of Teke Qomo, Ee said that these hed nothinz to do with
the sase, as doubtless they had no%, The Judge told the Jury
thet if Tony did not kmow betber then %o work in such & dengerous N
ﬁlaoe he assumed the risk and they must return a verdist for the
defendant, whish of course they did, 3
mopy 4id not quite understend what it ell meant, In fact
he ws8 nervous snd unessy 'sll through‘the sase, nmush more so
than down on the network 6f tracks shere the engines were moving
around him, He sould not seem to mske the Judge &nderstagd
whet he said, The Judge was s very greati man, but Tony could
somprehend the grestness of the Jadso better then the Judge
seemed to understard the simplicsity of Tony.
I% hes been & number of years einge Topy lost his lez aéd
7 his smse, &nd &8 he shoves his popeorn waezon up snd down Clark
street he wonders if he is nct sbout &8 well off with his wooden

leg @s when he was out on the tracks picking spow sway from the

switeh with his 1ittle stisck,
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