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2d Session. No. 86.

REVIEW OF THE LABOR TROUBLES IN THE METALLIF-
EROUS MINES OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION.

JaNvary 13, 1904.—Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary and ordéred to be
printed.

Mr. ScorT presented the following

STATEMENT PERTAINING TO MATTER CONTAINED IN SENATE
RESOLUTION NO. 50, SECOND SESSION FIFTY-EIGHTH CON-
GRESS.

To fully understand and appreciate the conditions referred to in
Senate resolution No. 50, relating to a strike of the metalliferous
miners in the Cripple Creek district, Teller County,and in San Miguel
County, Colo., which conditions have necessitated the intervention of
the governor of Colorado, through the State militia, for the preser-.
vation of peace and order, the protection of life and property, and of
the right of every man to pursue his lawful vocation without molesta-
tion or interference, a brief review of the labor troubles of the past
twelve years in the metalliferous mines of the Rocky Mountain region
is necessary.

During all these years an alleged labor organization, known as the
Western Federation of Miners, has been endeavoring, with consider-
able success, to obtain a hold on this particular industry through the
unionization of these mines, and the history of this campaign, with
its record of murder, arson, dynamiting, and riot, to say nothing of
the more petty crimes, such as assaults, intimidation, threats, and per-
sonal abuse, all committed for the purpose of intimidating and coer-
cing men engaged in earning a livelihood, is enough to shock humanity.

No parallel can be found for it in the labor history of the world
unless it be in the Molly Maguire organization, which maintained a
reign of terror in the Pennsylvania coal fields prior to 1877. During
times of comparative peace the career of this organization has been
marked by nocturnal assaults and secret assassinations, while now and
again they have broken out into open warfare amounting to insurrec-
tion. Whenever a mine owner has assumed to stand against their
aggressions or to employ as laborers men not members of this organi-
zation his life and his property has been the forfeit. Criminal, eruel,
untiving, militant, political parties have obeyed their behest, honor-
nble judges have been retired to private life for decisions to them
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The history of the Coeur d’Alene was repeated in Leadville, Colo.,
in 1896. For months business was paralyzed, and the entire com-
munity terrorized. The sheriff’s office and the district court were the
strikers’ most able lieutenants. The number of lives sacrificed in this
struggle will never be known. This trouble finally culminated in the
destruction of the Coronado mine by dynamite, and the loss of a num-
ber of lives. It was then that the governor of the State tardily called
the troops, and after some months order was again restored.

In 1901 the Smuggler-Union mine, at Telluride, Colo., became
involved in trouble. with the Western Federation. The mine was
using what is known as the contract system, i. e., the miners were
paid according to the amout of ground broken instead of by the day.
It was admitted that a man who was willing to do a fair day’s work
could earn the union scale, which means a minimum of $3 per day for
eight hours’ work, but nevertheless the federation demanded that this
system be discontinued. The management refused to abandon the
contract system, and a strike followed. Some nonunion men were put
at work, and on July 3 an armed body of union men attacked the
mine, killed and wounded several persons, dislodged the nonunion men,
and took possession of the property. The nonunion men were driven
into the hills, and with their wounded were compelled to find their way
on foot to places of safety.

The union miners maintained possession of the mine until a settle-
ment was finally forced. In connection with this riot one of the most
remarkable telegrams that ever went over the wire was sent to the
governor b{l a member of the State senate and a confidant of the gov-
ernor, for the purpose of informing the latter as to conditions.

Tt was
as follows:
To His Excellency James M. OrMAN,
Governor of Colorado, Denver, Colo.:
Situation unchanged. Miners have peaceable possession of mine. Manager Collins
here. Life not in danger.

W. 8. BuckLEY.

The governor, to his credit, immediately demanded that the posses-

sion of the mine be delivered back to the owners, and threatened to
send the troops if this was not done. He sent, however, a commission
toinvestigateand to endeavor to make a settlement. On this commission
was Mr. Coates, the head of the State Federation of Labor, and Hon.
Theron Stevens, judge of the district court at Telluride, whose union
sympathies are notorious. A settlement was effected, and then and
not till then did the miners surrender possession of the mine to the
owners. Ever since this trouble the Telluride district has been kept
in a state of constant terrorism. Thereis scarcely a prominent citizen
or mine operator whose life has not been threatened and in constant
danger. anager Collins, of the Smuggler Union, mentioned in the
above dispatch, paid the penalty for his opposition to the Western
Federation. He was shot in the back and killed as he sat at his library
table in the evening with some friends.

A number of arrests were made for this murder, among them Vin-
cent St. John, president ot the Telluride Union. A grand jury was
impaneled (n procedure resorted to only in extreme cases in Colo-
rndo) nnd indictments found. These indictments were quashed on
somo technienlity by the above-mentioned Judge Stevens, and the
judicinl progedure so neeangod that on being discharged from custody

LN
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St John and his colleagues had a chance to escape, and they are now
fugitives from justice. In addition to the murder of Collins a num-
ber of men have mysteriously disappeared since the riot of 1901.
Such was the condition at Telluride when the present strike was called;
such is the legitimate labor organization (for it is so called by the
Denver News, Senator Patterson’s paper), which the Telluride opera-
tors have had the temerity to resist; such are the law-abiding citizens
Wl_llqése rights under the Constitution are being interfered with by the
military.

After the Smuggler-Union riot an agreement was entered into
between the Telluride operators and the Western Federation of Miners
regulating the wages, hours, and conditions of labor in the Telluride
district. This agreement was for a definite period, and had a con-
siderable time to run when the present difficulties arose. The cause of
this difficulty was not any dissatisfaction with-working conditions or
wages in the mines. Certain employees in the mills, not covered by
the agreement were working ten hours a day and the federation
demanded that their working %ours be reduced to eight. It was the
desire of the federation to have work discontinued on the mines for
the purpose of aiding the mill workers and at the same time avoid the
odium of a direct breach of their contract obligation. The method
was unique and effective. Owing to the topography of the country
all the mines of this district, with one or two exceptions, have to board
their men in boarding houses located at the mines. The help in these
boarding houses was not covered by the above agreement, but was
afliliated with the Western Federation. This help was called out in
sympathy with the striking mill men, and the union men in the mines,
looking for an excuse to quit in the face of their contract, of course
did so, on the ground that the mines could not victual them. The
Liberty Bell mine, however, owing to a more advantageous loca-
tion, was still able to operate, and later on the men on this mine were
called out.

The federation thereby openly and flagrantly violated its solemn

contract, a thing, however, which is in no way new to it. All the
Telluride mines remained shut down for some months, for the old
methods of the federation were adopted and men did not dare to work
under its ban. The sheriff, the mine operators, and many of the lead-
ing citizens called on the governor for protection in caring for and
operating their properties, and after some delay the troops were sent.
Since that time the mines have been enabled to open, and affairs are
rapidly assuming normal proportions.
_ At Idaho Sprin;',}s a strike was called by the federation about the
first of the year. The methods invoked at other places were brought
into g)lug here, and the affair culminated in the destruction of a portion
of the Sun and Moon plant by dynamite. One of the perpetrators
was killed in the explosion. He carried a card of the Western Feder-
ation. A number of persons, including several of the prominent
union leaders, were arrested for this crime, and their trials are now in
PrOEress,

So it will be seen that in all these strikes the Western Federation
hus not only indulged in coercion, picketing, threats, and intimida-
tion, but has resorted to riot, arson, bloodshed, and general disorder
e waoll, nnd inoall of these loealities, in times of outward quiet,
amsiniilba, intimidntion, nnd oven murder have been committed for the
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¥urpose of forcing men mto the union. There can be no individual
reedom where this organization gains a foothold.

During the past few months the Cripple Creek district has been the

center of the disorders generated by the Western Federation, both

because it employs more labor than any other mining camp in the

State, and because the federation looked upon it as one of its strong-

holds and the best place to strike a decisive blow. To fully under-

stand the situation there, it is necessary to have some knowledge of

the strike of 1894, with the circumstances surrounding it and the set-

tlement reached. '

In 1893 Cripple Creek was but two years old. It was removed from
the other districts of the State and operators found difficulty in securin
experienced miners. As a result each operator did the best he could,
regardless of his neighbors, and_there was no uniformity either as to
wages or as to hours of labor. Most of the mines were working nine
hours and the balance only eight. Late in this year the eight-hour
operators tried to place their mines on the nine-hour basis, which,
generally speaking, was in vogue throughout the State. In the mean-
time a union had been formed in the district, and about the time of the
effort to increase hours this union affiliated with the Western Federa-
tion of Miners. '

At first the strike involved only the mines which were aamt;temptin{;l
the change, but soon the strikers demanded an eight-hour day on a
the mines, with a minimum wage of $3 per day, and with one or two
exceptions all the mines were drawn into the diﬂicultﬁ. The miners
took possession of Bull Hill, the highest eminence in the district, for-
tified it, and completed an organization with military precision. From
their stronghold excursions were made throughout the district. Houses
and stores were broken into; men supposed to be antagonistic to them
were taken from their homes and beaten up; powder and supplies were
stolen, and a state of terrorism inaugurated. Early in the year Mr.
Locke, superintendent of the Isabella properties, was waited on by an
armed mob and taken to the outskirts of the district and warned to
leave and never return. He complied with the warning. Warrants
were sworn out against some of the leaders of the strike, and a band of
special deputies was sworn in to serve them. These deputies were
ambushed, captured, and taken to the strikers’ headquarters on Bull
Hill, where they were held as prisoners for some time and then released -
on the promise that they would not return.

David H. Waite was then governor of the State. After this law-
lessness had been going on for some time and the sheriff found that
he could not cope wiéx the situation, he called on the governor for
troops to aid the civil authorities. The governor sent the troops into
the district, and with them Adjutant-General Tarsney as his personal
representative. General Tarsney, immediately on his arrival, went
to the headquarters of the strikers, on Bull Hill, and consulted with
the leaders. After this consultation he immediately advised the gov-
ernor that the troops were unnecessary and the latter withdrew them.
They were in the district only about one day. :

After the departure of the troops in January, this sanguinary con-
test went on with renewed vigor. The sheriff was powerless and the
strikers had full control of the situation. Many valuable Il)roperties
were in the absolute possession of the mob and some of them were

worked to obtain the sinews of war,  Some men disappeared, muny
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were beaten up, and lawlessness reigned supreme. This condition of
affairs continued until about May I, 1894. At that time a band of
about one hundred deputy sheriffs, who had been sworn in, arrived at
the outskirts of the district and went into camp. '

The miners i)repared to attack them and the deputies withdrew to a
point some miles distant. As the miners were moving to attack the
deputies they saw Sam McDonald going toward the Strong shaft house.
McDonald was superintendent of the Strong and Gold King mines
and had incurred the enmity of the union. Previous to that time a
delegation headed by one Hugh O’Connell had waited on McDonald at
the Anna Lee shaft, where he was working, for the purpose of driving
him out of the district, as they had Locke. MecDonald came out of the
shaft and stood the crowd of some fifty men off with two six-shooters.
When the union men saw McDonald ‘going toward the Strong, they
started in pursuit, firing at him as they came. MecDonald ran into the
Strong shaft house and aroused the two men, Jack Goodhue and Charles
Robinson, who were watching there. They attempted to escape, but
found themselves surrounded, so McDonald stood off the crowd, which
had now reached the shaft house, while his gompanions went down
the shaft. He then followed them, taking his Winchester with him.
The three went to the third level, the lowest in the mine.

The strikers then dropped a quantity of dynamite with a lighted
fuse attached down the shaft, but McDonald, as he went down, closed
the trap at the second level and the powder was exploded at this point,
doing no damage to the men, but destroying the shaft. The strikers
then planted dynamite under the shaft house and machinery, which
they exploded, entirely destroying the surface improvements. After
the destruction of the plant, the timbering of the shaft was set on
fire. The three occupants of the mine only escaped death by suffoca-
tion by reason of the fact'that the workings were connected with the
surface by an old shaft, which afforded ventilation. An effort was
made to close this shaft without success. After fighting fire and facing
death for about thirty-six hours, without food, McDonald and his com-
panions were induced to come to the surface on the promise that they
would not be injured, but would be given safe conduct to their friends.
Instead, however, they were taken to Bull Hill, repeatedly hung up
by the neck, almost to the point of death, and were made to suffer all
conceivable indignities, and to promise that they would divalge noth-
ing which they knew, but would leave the district and never return.
Instead of being released, however, they were held prisoners until
the exchange of prisoners hereinafter mentioned.

On the night of the day on which the Strong mine was dynamited
the miners made an attack on the deputies. A number of persons were
killed on both sides, and four of the strikers were captured and taken
to Colorado Springs, then the county seat, Teller County not having
been organized at that time. The union immediately began negotia-
tions for an exchange of prisoners, and this was agreed upon. The
prisoners held by the sheriff were released, but the sheriff found that
the union had not released McDonald and his companions, and again
apprehended them. Soon after this the exchange was effected. By
reason of the indi‘%nities heaped upon these men on Bull Hill, Robinson
went insane and Groodhue was entirely broken in health. McDonald,
made of stronger fiber, remained in tge district, and has borne a con-
spicuous part in the contest which has been going on there.
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In the meantime the sheriff had been organizing his forces and soon
after the Strong riot found himself in command of about 1,100 depu-
ties. For the purpose of assembling and equipping these men, El Paso
County had appropriated the sum of $125,000. These men were sent
into the district in charge of W. S. Boynton, one of the county com-
missioners. They went into camp one evening prepared to move onto
Bull Hill the following morning. The sheriff again became alarmed,
instructed Boynton to defer action, and called on the governor for
troops. This request was immediately acquiesced in, but the condi-
tions under which they were sent, and the orders under which they
acted, are novel, to say the least. They were not sent in to preserve
peafe or to restore property to its rightful owners, but to protect the
strikers.

The military assumed full control in the district, and, with the civil
authorities superseded, there was but one thing for the operators to
do, and that was to settle on the best terms possible. The settlement
was made, and the agreement of settlement has since been known as
the ‘“ Waite agreement,” as it was negotiated by Governor Waite on
behalf of the miners’ union. He was appointed by them for this pur-
pose by power of attorney, and it is probably the only instance in the
labor history of this country where the governor of a State has acted
as the agent for one party in a controversy of this character and bas
forced a settlement by virtue of his control of the military arm of the
government.

In addition to the provisions ultimately inserted in the agreement,
Governor Waite insisted that only union men be employed in the mines
and that all strikers who had been engaged in acts of lawlessness should
be immune from arrest. These two points were resisted by the oper-
ators and were finally waived. The agreement ultimately entered into
and signed by Governor Waite, as the representative of the union, pro-
vided that eight hours should constitute a day’s work; that the mini-
mum wage about the mines should be $3, and that there should be no
discrimination against union men in the hiring and discharge of labor.
This agreement has controlled the Crip})]e Creek district with regard
to hours and wages ever since 1894. The wage scale in effect at the
time the present strike broke out was as follows:

Trammers, single-hand miners, firemen, and ordinary laborers.............. $3. 00
Timbermen, machine helpers, ete. ... . ... ... 3.50
MABNINE PRI, =0 oo s e S s o G g, S S § = 5 S SRS & 080 S N b
Engineers, foremen, and shift bosses .. ... ... ... ... _..... 4.00 to 5.00

Since the strike of 1894 there has been no trouble between the oper-
ators and the men employed on the mines. The living and climatic
conditions are excellent, the district is accessible, and the above scale
of wages far higher than the average paid in the metalliferous mines.
It is probable that employer and employee would have worked together
in harmony for many years had it not been for the pernicious influence
of the Western Federation. But nondiscrimination is no part of the
plans of this organization, and the 1894 trouble was scarcely over before
the federation started its campaign for the unionization of the Cripple
Creek district, of which the present strike is the sequel. The contest
has been along the usual lines.  The federation has been militant, tire-
less, andd eriminal,  The operators, satisfied with the results they were
gebting, entelows of the condition into which they were drifting, and
with no conerote or offoctive orgnnization, wore in no position to offer
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nny effective resistance. The peace officers of the county, elected by
union voles and often selected from the union membership, closed
their eyes to crimes committed in the name of unionism. '

"The list of crimes committed in the Cripple Creek district during
the past few fears for the purpose of intimidating men into joining
the union or leaving the district: Martin Gleason, superintendent of
the Wild Horse mine, who had incurred the enmity of the union, was
found in the bottom of a deserted shaft with his head crushed in;
numerous men have been taken from their homes or have been way-
laid going to or from their work, and beaten up, sometimes almost to
the point of death. A partial list of these crimes, all committed in the
supposed interests of unionism, has been published and is appended
hereto. This list can be fully authenticate&f. No serious effort has
cver been made by the peace officers to put a stop to this class of
crimes, and the men engaged in them have been immune from punish-
ment. In the fall of 1901 the union posted notices throughout the
district calling on all men who were working in the district to join the
union, and stating that any who failed to do so would have to suffer
the consequences. This is an admonition the meaning of which is
well known wherever the Western Federation has gained a foothold.
At this time the beating up of men and kindred crimes went on at an
alarming rate. It was the purpose of the union at this time to demand
the unionization of the district, and for a considerable time Cripple
Creek stood on the verge of a general strike. The operators met and
posted notices at their mines that unless the beating up of men ceased
the federation would be held personally responsible for them. A
strike was averted. ;

The present trouble in the Cripple Creek district had its beginning
in May, 1903. At that time Article V, section 1, of the constitution
of the federation, contained the following provision:

It shall be unlawful for any union to enter upon a strike unless ordered by three-
fourths of its resident members in good standing voting.

At this time the men in the mines were thoroughly satisfied with
their wages, hours, and conditions of employment, and had the matter
of calling a strike been submitted to them, it would have been voted
down almost unanimously. An indirect attack was therefore made
through the mills treating Cripple Creek ore. A strike was called on
these mills, which extended over a considerable period of time, and
in the course of which the militia was ordered to Colorado City.
While the executive committee could not call a strike without submit-
ting it to a vote of the men involved, this committee did have the
gower of establishing a boycott, and certain of these mills were

eclared unfair and the mines were ordered to discontinue shipments

to them. Many of the mines had contracts with these mills, being the .

mills of The United States Reduction and Refining Company, and
these mines were compelled to shut down. About this time, however,
the mill strike was settled through the mediation of a commission
upl )oin?cd by the governor, and the Cripple Creek men were out but
n few days.

Soon after the settlement of this strike the annual convention of the
federation met in Denver, and at this convention two radical changes
wors mado in the policy of this organization:

I, The foderation adopted socialism, and pledged the organization
t the piromotion of that doctrine.
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2. They amended their constitution with reference to the calling of
strikes. 'The provision above referred to was repealed and the power
to call a strike was lodged in the hands of an executive committee.

Soon after this the federation set up the claim that the mills had
not lived up to the terms of settlement and an investigation was made
by the commission previously appointed by the governor. The com-
mission reported that the terms of settlement had been adhered to by
the mills, but notwithstanding this report a second strike was called
on the mills of The United States Reduction and Refining Company.
Almost immediately, and on the 10th of August, 1903, the miners in
the Cl'i{)ple Creek district were called out in sympathy with the strik-
ing mill men, but this time the call included not only the men work-
ing in the mines which were shipping to the ‘‘ unfair” mills, but in
those which were shipping to *‘ fair” mills, or not at all, as well. The
thoroughness with which the federation had succeeded in unionizing
the mines is shown by the fact that within a few hours after the strike
was called on August 10, 1903, not a wheel was turned in the entire
district. It is admitted that had the constitution of the federation
not been amended as above outlined, it would have been impossible to
call this strike, as 90 per cent of the men would have voted against it.

Senator Patterson’s paper, the Denver News, in commenting edito-
rially on this phase of the situation, in its issue of September 26, 1903,
among other things, says: :

In the first place, the News expresses the opinion that the strike was unwise and
without sufficient justification. The miners’ unions committed a fundamental blun-
der when, at the late national convention in Denver, they placed it in the power of
the executive committee of the general organization to declare a strike and maintain
it until the committee saw fit to call it off. An executive committee from several
States can not have the close sympathy with each separate camF that men possessing
such vast powers should, and men thus distantly separated, unless they possess most
extraordinary wisdom and self-restraint, are liable to exercise such power without
proper consideration. It is a conceded fact that when the strike was ordered there
was never more cordial relations between the mine operators and their men. There
was no grievance complained of by the Cripple Creek unions. Merely because
another strike was on in a single mill miles away, the executive committee ordered
the Cripple Creek strike upon the theory that the mine operators, rather than suffer
the loss incident to a forcible closing down of their mines, would help the executive
committee coerce the offending mill at Colorado Springs. It is stated that the strike
was ordered and inaugurated without consulting the 4,000 miners who went out.
Loyal to their organization, the miners went out, hundreds of them regretting that
loyalty to their organization required that they should. * * *

The News believes that the different unions committed another grave blunder
when they permitted them to be annexed to the socialistic political programme.
Such unions should keep aloof from all political organizations; particularly should
they shun a political organization whose avowed aim is to cultivate ¢class conscious-
ness’”’—that is, imbue its members with the conviction that the social and industrial
bodies of the country must be arbitrarily divided into two classes—the capitalistic
and the laboring classes, and that the former is the unrelenting enemy and oppressor
of the latter. * * *

" Up to the time the strike was called the mine operators of the
Cripple Creek district had no effective organization, but they imme-
diately organized and elected an executive committee to which was
confided the conduct of the strike. Inasmuch as no grievances had
been lodged against them, and because the pretended grievance of the
union was entirely beyomi their control, there was no common ground
upon which worker and owner could meet. So the Mine Owners’
Associntion decided to immediately open their mines, giving prefer-
ence to the men who had gone out on the strike, but announcing af
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the sume time that unless old employees responded promptly their
places would be filled.

The record of the Western Federation of Miners in the Cripple
Creek district and elsewhere was carefully considered, and it was
decided that the rule of this organization was detrimental and mena-
cing both to employer and employee on account of the principles on
which it was organized and the methods which it had adopted. The
declaration of the mine owners with respect to the reopening of their
mines was as follows:

A general strike has been called on the mines of the Cripple Creek district by the
executive heads of the Western Federation of Miners.

At the time this strike was called, and, in fact, ever since the settlement of the
labor difliculties of 1894, the most entire harmony and good will has prevailed between
the employers and the employed in this district. %Vages and hours of labor have
been satistactory and according to union standards, and general labor conditions
have been all that could be wished.

Notwithstanding all this the heads of the Western Federation have seen fit to com-
pel the cessation of all labor in the district, not because of any grievance of their own
against the Cripple Creek operators, but for reasons entirely beyond our control. No
more arbitrary and unjustifiable action mars the annals of organized labor, and we
denounce it as an outrage against the employers and the employed.

The fact that there are no grievances to adjust and no unsatisfactory conditions to
remedy leaves the mine operators but one alternative and that alternative they pro-
pose to adopt fearlessly. As fast as men can be secured our mining operations will
be resumed under former conditions, preference being given to former employees,
and all men applying for work will be protected to the last degree.

In this effort to restore the happy conditions which have sorlong prevailed, we ask
and confidently count on the cooperation and support of all our former employees
who do not approve the methods adopted, as well as of the business men of the dis-
trict, who are equal sufferers with us. i

In the resumption of operations, preference will be given to former employees, as
before stated, and those desiring their old positions are requested to furnish their
names to their respective mines at an early date.

Among other work which had been stopped was the running of what-

is known as the El Paso tunnel, an enterprise which was being carried
into effect for the purpose of draining the mines of the district. It
was not a mining enterprise in any sense of the word, and was in the
nature of a public work, inasmuch as it would drain a large area of

round, open ug well-known ore bodies, and furnish employment for
ﬁundreds of additional men. The fact that work was stopped on this
tunnel shows conclusively that the pretended grievances of the feder-
ation against the mills was a mere subtertfuge, and that the real pur-
pose of striking was to unionize the Cripple Creek district. This fact
was admitted by Mr. Hayward, secretary and treasurer of the feder-
ation, in his Labor Day speech, delivered soon after the strike was
inaugurated.

As an initiative in the direction of resuming operations, the mine
owners concluded to complete this tunnel. The sheriff was asked to
meet the cxecutive committee of the Mine Owners’ Association for the
purpose of going over the situation, that the latter might know what
“protection could be expected for men who went to work, and he did
0 meet them, but expressed considerable reluctance so to do, and stated
at the inception of the meeting that he was a union man, and the whole
trond of his conversation showed that his sympathy was in that direc-

tion.  As n matter of fact, the sheriff of the county is a member in
‘ﬂ"m‘ standing of Distriet Union No. 40, and was selected for his posi-
tHon on (hit necount.  I'rior to the commencement of the strike he had
Isned depution’ commissions to almost every pronounced labor leader

I thiie diakalot,
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With 4,000 men out on strike, but two regular deputy sheriffs were
appointed in addition to the usual force. From the attitude of the
sheriff it was plain that no adequate protection could be expected from
that source. He refused to swear in more than two or three deputies,
who were to be mere watchmen on the properties, and with only this
limited protection it would have been utterly futile to have endeavored
to resume operations, and men could not be secured to go to work
feeling that their lives were in danger.

After ascertaining that no such protection would be offered by the
sheriff’s office as would enable them to secure men for the work in
hand, the operators decided to take care of this phase of the situation
themselves, and on about the 20th of August fifty armed men as guards
and enough miners to continue the work on the tunnel were thrown
into the Kl Paso mine and operations were immediately resumed. The
sheriff sought advice as to whether or not it was within his power to
disarm these guards, and was informed that he could not do so. The
work on the tunnel progressed rapidly, and, assured of protection, men
were not only secured to complete same but to man the El Paso mine,
which is adjacent thereto, as well.

After the work on the tunnel was well under way, the operators
took steps to open other properties, but it was impossible to do so under
the same conditions as prevailed at the El Paso, both because of the
immense expense which would have been attendant upon such a course
and because the conditions surrounding other mines were not such that
workmen and guards could be housed and provisioned within the limits
of the property. It was therefore decided to endeavor to open the
Golden Cycle mine with a limited guard, the workmen going to and
from their homes.

No sooner was this attempt made than a system of picketing was
established at this (Froperty, the pickets being in charge of union
leaders who carried deputy sheriffs’ commissions. Not only were
intimidations and threats used, but firearms were brought into play to
prevent men from going to work.

On about September 1, one J. T. Hawkins, a justice of the peace,
was assaulted in the town of Altman, in broad daylight, and brutally
beaten up, the reason for this assault being a decision made by him
which was obnoxious to the union.

On the same night a Mr. Stewart, a man nearly 60 years of age,
who had been working on the Golden Cycle mine as a nonunion car-
penter, was taken from his house by five masked men, was brutally
beaten up, and was finally shot in the back. Although he recovered,
his life at the time was despaired of.

The sheriff took no measures to apprehend the perpetrators of these
deeds, or to prevent union pickets from interfering with workmen.
Through the efforts of the superintendent of the Golden Cycle mine,
once Ed Minster was arrested for the crime of shooting old man Stewart
and assaulting Hawkins. He was placed in charge of the sheriff in the
county jail. The district attorney was out of town but returned that
evening, and the next morning telephoned the sheriff’s office that he
was preparing information against Minster for assault with intent to
kill, and that the mittimus wouid be placed in the hands of the sheriff
within fifteen minutes.  Before the mittimus could be issued, Minster
wan rolensod, has nover sinee heen npprehendod, nlthough it was gener-
illy undorstood he was nbout the district for some days aftor his
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release. The only excuse given for the release of Minster was the
statement of the deputy sheriff, who said he did not ““want to offend a
whole raft of people.” Minster is still a fugitive from justice.

It was after these occurrences that the mine owners, realizing that
their property and the lives of their men were in jeopardy, and that
men could not be secured to go to work under these circumstances,
determined to call upon the governor for troops unless the sheriff could
offer some substantial assurance of assistance. The sheriff was asked
to meet the executive committee of the Mine Owners’ Association, and
did so with some reluctance, but would give them no assurance of pro-
tection, and in effect admitted that he could not control the situation.
He, however, agreed to look over the situation and to meet the execu-
tive committee later in the day. Several efforts were made to bring
about this meeting, and the sheriff at length flatly refused to keep his
engagement. It was then that representatives of the association were
sent to him and a demand made that he ask the governor for troops.
This he flatly refused to do, and the request was therefore made by the
Mine Owners’ Association, by the Citizens’ Alliance of Cripple Creek,
and by the mayor of Victor. The telegram sent the governor by the
association discloses the grounds upon which this request was predi-
cated, and I therefore copy it in extenso:

SePTEMBER 2, 1903.

His Excellency Jaxes H. PeaBoDY,
Governor of Colorado, Denver, Colo.

Sir: A condition has arisen within the Cripple Creek mining district which aon-
strains us to call ugon you for the State troops for the preservation of the property,
peace, and good order of the district. Eversince the present strike in the district was
called by the Western Federation of Miners they have pursued a policy of threats
and intimidation to prevent men desirous of going to work from pursuing their usual
vocations. This action of the Western Federation culminated on yesterday in the
display of violence in a number of instances.

On yesterday morning large bodies of men congregated at the Golden Cycle mine
and by threats and violence attempted to prevent men from going to work on that
property, going to the extent of backing their threats by the display of weapons.
At hrigh noon, in the town of Altman, one J. T. Hawkins, a justice of the peace, was

brutally assaulted, the reason therefor being that he had rendered a decision in a,

criminal case obnoxious to the members of the union.

On last night one Thomas M. Stewart, a nonunion employee of the Golden Cycle
mine, was taken from his home in Independence at about 8 o’clock by five masked
men and was then brutally assaulted and afterwards shot. He now lies in the hos-
pital at the point of death. The reasons for these assaults, as stated by the assailants
and bystanders, were that the union had seen fit to designate these men as ‘‘gcabs”
and ‘‘scab protectors.” At 2 o’clock this morning one of the guards at the El Paso
mine, while pursuing his duty in the protection of that property, was fired upon by
unknown men, who made their escape. For all these offenses but one arrest has
been made, that being the party who displayed the gun at the Golden Cycle mine
yesterday morning.

We have certain information that a large number of desperate characters have
recently come into the district, many of whom were leaders of the Cripple Creek
strikers and rioters in 1894, and whose purpose in coming can only be to do mischief.
After a thorough canvass of the situation, we are absolutely convinced that the
sheriff’s office is wholly incapable of handling the condition which has arisen, and
that unless you grant us the protection asked this condition will be continued and
a reign of terror inaugurated in the district which will result in great loss of both
life and property. The sheriff has been asked to call for your intervention, but
has declined to do so, notwithstanding that his active force of deputies consists of
but two more men than are maintained in times of quief, and notwithstanding
that it is clearly apparent that his office is wholly -incapable of meeting the present
emergency.

Before sending the troops, the governor of the State sent a commis-
sion, consisting of General Chase, Major McClelland, and -Attorney-
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General Miller, to investigate as to the necessity therefor, and it was
on the recommendation of this commission that the troops were finally
sont. It has seemed necessary to go into all these matters somewhat
fully, both for the purpose of showing the motives of the Mine Own-
ory’ Association in combating the Western Federation of Miners and
the conditions which actuated the governor in calling out the militia.

The mine operators claimed from the start that the men who left
their employment were not in sympathy with the strike, and that they
only needed protection to return to work. The results whick followed
tho calling of the militia fully vindicated their contention in this
respect, for within six weeks after the effort was made to open the
mines every mine in the district that desired to work was running with
its full complement of men. These men were not imported strike
breakers, but consisted almost entirely of such nonunion men as were
in the district and union men who were opposed to the methods of the
Federation. . Out of some 3,000 men that%ave been put to work under
the auspices of the Mine Owners’ Association but 150 were brought
in from the outside. .

The fight of the Mine Owners’ Association against the Western
Federation of Miners is not a contest against labor unions, but it is a
contest against a particular organization which the mine owners believe
to be vicious and criminal, and a menace not only to their interests
but to the interests of the men who desire to work without molestation.

The grounds of this opposition are tersely set forth in an interview
given out by the secretary of the association on October 17. In this
interview these grounds are enumerated as follows: ’

They have twice during the past six months called out over 4,000 men in the
Cripple Creek district, not one of whom had a complaint to make as to the hours of
labor, the wages paid, or the working conditions in the Cripple Creek district. Their
pretended grievances were wholly beyond our control.

2. These men were called out without notice to the mine owners and without con-
sulting the men involved, 90 per cent of whom were opposed to the strike. Where
the strike power of a labor organization is lodged in the hands of a few men, who can
exercise it without regard to the wishes of the members of the organization and at
the dictates of selfishness and caprice, such an organization is a menace to industry
as represented both by capital and labor.

3. The Western Federation of Miners is more a political than a labor organization,
and has declared openly for socialism. It teaches that the employer and employee
are natural enemies. We believe that the employer and the employee are natural
friends and should work together for their mutuval advantage, and that any organiza-

tion which endeavors to engender strife, hatred, and opposition between the employer
and the worker is the enemy of both.

AS TO LABOR AND WEALTH.

4. The Western Federation of Miners prints the following on its union cards:
““Labor produces all wealth. Wealth belongs to the producer thereof.” No com-
ment is necessary on this proposition further than to say that Cripple Creek is a
high-g]tiade camp, and that ore stealing runs into the hundreds of thousands of dollars
annually.

5. The Western Federation is not only vicious in its principles, but eriminal in ita
methods. The boycott and the sympathetic strike arec among the least pernicious of
the means adopted by it to achieve its ends. In addition to this, resort is had to the
whole gamut of crime, from threats and intimidation to deadly agsanlts and the
destruction of property. It is un-American in its principle sand a menace to society.

The constitution of the federation provides among other things: “We declare
more especially our object to be * * ¥

“Ninth. To demand the repeal of conspiracy laws that in any way abridge the

l'i;.;[l‘lt of labor organizations to promote the general welfare of theiv membership.”’
This provision speaks for itself. It can only mean that this very orgnnization
demands from the legislature immunity from punishment for the class of erimes to

which such frequent resort has been had in the past.
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As above stated, as soon as the militia entered the district and
offered the men desiring work the protection necessary, matters imme-
diately began to assume their normal condition.

Prior to the coming of the militia the district had become the resort
for criminal characters, but when the militia arrived, and after some
arrests had been made, this class of people immediately began to leave.
The only persons arrested and retained for any considerable length of
time by the military were Sherman Parker, the president of District
Union No. 1, and of the executive committee of the strikers, Charles
McKinney, “Slim” Campbell, and one Lafferty. Writs of habeas
corpus were applied for in bebalf of these men, and on the proceed-
ings which followed they were released. At the time of the hearing
of the habeas corpus Eroceedings the Denver News referred to these
persons as ‘‘men without a blemish on their name,” although they
were all known as criminal characters. Since their release their record
fully vindicates the action of the militia in causing their arrest. Sher-
man Parker is now in the county jail, charged with the Vindicator
explosion and the attempted train wrecking hereafter referred to.
McKinney is in jail at Pueblo, Colo., charged with attempt to wreck
a train on which nonunion men were returning from work. ‘‘Slim”
Campbell, soon after his release, shot and killed a woman in Cripple
Creek, and is now a fugitive from justice. Although this murder was
committed in the most populous part of the district the sheriff’s office
failed to apprehend him, although it had ample opportunity to do so.
Lafferty has left the district, where he is now wanted by the authorities.

After the hearing on the habeas corpus, and when men of the char-
acter of the above thought they had nothing to fear from the militia,
a number of them again returned to the district, and while things were
progressing smoothly on the surface and the mines were rapidly fill-
ing with men, this criminal element, which dominates the Federation,
was not idle.  On November 21, 1903, while Charles H. McCormick,
superintendent, and Melvin Beck, shift boss, of the Vindicator mine,
were going into the sixth level of the mine an infernal machine was
exploded, from the effect of which both men were killed. This is the
explosion referred to in Senate resolution No. 50. That it was a dia-
bolical assassination, committed by the most hardened criminals, no
one who has investigated the circumstances surrounding it can doubt.
The head lines of the Denver News, in referring to this assassination,
are as follows:

Assassin in camp.—Superintendent and boss of the Vindicator mine blown to atoms
by infernal machine at 600-foot level.—Clues which seem to make certain that explo-
sion was result of foul play.

And in its issue of November 25, the head lines of the same paper
state:

Fragments of infernal machine furnish undeniable evidence in Vindicator mine

atrocity—undoubted proof at coroner’s inquest that death of Vindicator employees
was result of foul play.

The news matter following these head lines fully established what
they stated.

The above mentioned resolution says that this assassination was
investi%ated by a coroner’s jury, composed of ‘‘ good, law-abiding citi-
zens of Teller County, who, after a most careful, painstaking, and
impartial investigation, did officially report that they were unable to
determine whether said explosion occurred by accident or design.”
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To be sure, this assassination was investigated by a coroner’s jury,
but this jury was selected in the same manner as other official acts b
the civil authorities of Teller County have been done. It was weﬁ
known before the evidence was taken that this jury would protect the
union in their investigation, if that were possible, for a goodly pro-
portion of them were union men (according to the Denver News,
one-half of them), and the others were well-known union sympathizers.
Iiven with such a jury, the verdict was of an absolutely negative char-
neter, and is as follows: '

We, the jury, find that Charles McCormick and Melvin Beck came to their death
on the 21st day of November, 1903, at 11 a. m., from the effects of an explosion at
the station of the sixth level of the Vindicator mine, located in the Cripple Creek
mining district. From the examination made at the mine and the evidence intro-
duced the jury is unable to determine the exact cause of the explosion.

' Cras. KErreLsoN, Foreman.

Among the members of this coroner’s jury was one Dan Griffith,
who has been president of, and is now financial secretary of Victor
Miners’ Union No. 32, and who is known as one of the most active
labor agitators in the whole district. It is only necessary to mention
this instance to show what the character of this “‘impartial ” investi
gation really was. Even the sheriff of the county, whose union sym-
pathies are well known, in his testimony before the coroner’s jury,
gave it as his opinion that the killing of these two men was an inten-
tional assassination. At the same time that the coroner’s jury was
making its investigation, and on the same evidence, Lyman White,
the State inspector of metalliferous mines, made an investigation, and
reached a conclusion that this explosion was a deliberate design to
destroy life and property. In fact, there is not a circumstance sur-
rounding this calamity save such as point to a direct and deliberate
assassination - of McCormick and Beck, and the verdict of the
coroner’s jury, noncommittal as it was, created almost as much indig-
pation as did the assassination itself. :

Another crime which was attempted, but which was not carried into
effect, and which the resolution referred to fails to mention, was at-
tempted about this time. On Saturday night, the 14th day of Novem-
ber, 1903, Charles McKinney and one Foster attempted to wreck a
train on the Florence and Cripple Creek road, about 3 o’clock in the
morning. This was the train which gathers up the men from the
pight shift throughout the district, and carries them into Cripple
Creek. "On the night mentioned, however, there was a ball at Victor,
and, in addition to its usual load of non-union men, there were proba-
bly one hundred men, women and children returning from this ball.
The place where the attempt was made was on a sharp curve, and over
a precipice down which the train would have been thrown at least
200 feet. The tools used by the train wreckers did not work pro-
perly, and on this occasion they failed to accomplish their purpose.

A second attempt of the same character was made on the night of
the 16th, but the plot was discovered, and after McKinney and his
companion had succeeded in removing all the spikes and plates from
the rail warning was given to the train, and later the culprits were

arrested.  MeKinney has confessed to this attempt at train wrecking,
and says in hin confession he was offered $500 by Sherman Parker, the

resident, of the execotive committee of the strikers, for wo doing,
F’urlcm' gnve MeKinney's companion money with which to leave the

dintriet, In this nttempt at tenin wreckding, Mi, Diyls, siother notive
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union Jeader, is implicated. Had this attempt been successful, from
one to two hundred persons would have lost their lives. It was these
crimes and a general condition of lawlessness in the district, and the
presence of a large number of criminal characters, which could only
bave resulted in further bloodshed and loss of property, that induced
the governor to declare Teller County in a state of insurrection and
thereby suspend the writ of habeas corpus. The effect upon the dis-
trict and upon the lawless characters has been most marked.

The resolution above referred to gives certain statements attributed
to Adjutant-General Bell, and says that they were ‘issued by him for
‘the government of the militia 1n the field in said Teller County.”
This is entirely erroneous. General Bell did indulge in certain state-
ments, among them those attributed to him in the resolution, but they
were not issued as a proclamation and were not issued for the govern-
ment of the military in the field in Teller County, and as he afterwards
stated, were not given for publication. They merely embodied his
conception of what constitutes military law and had no bearing upon
the Cripple Creek situation whatsoever. As a matter of fact, ever
since the governor’s proclamation was issued, Colonel Verdeckberg has
been in charge of the militia, and the only proclamation ever issued for
the government of the military forces in Teller County in connection
with the governor’s proclamation was issued by him. This proclama-
tion was as follows:

PROCLAMATION.

HeapQuarTERS, TELLER County MILITARY DISTRICT,
Camp Goldfield, Victor, Colo., December 5, 1908.

The district of Cripple Creek, in Teller County, State of Colorado, now being in
possession of the military forces of the State of Colorado, who have come to restore
order, maintain public tranquillity, enforce peace and quiet under the laws and Con-
stitution of the United States and the State of Colorado, the colonel commanding the
military forces of the State of Colorado, in the Teller County military district, by
order and authority of the governor and commander in chief ogthe State of Colorado
and the National Guard of Colorado, makes known and proclaims the object and
pu.liposes of the government of the State of Colorado in thus taking possession of the
Teller County military district, and the rules and regulations by which the laws of
the United States and the State of Colorado will be, for the present and during a state
of insurrection and rebellion, maintained for the plain guidance of all good citizens
of the United States and the State of Colorado, as well as others who may have been
in a state of insurrection and rebellion against its authority.

There exists in Teller County, State of Colorado, one or more organizations con-
trolled by desperate men, who are intimidating the civil authorities and who are set-
ting at defiance the constitution and laws of the State of Colorado so that the
citizens of said county of Teller, by reason of threats, intimidations, and crimes
committed by certain lawless persons in said county, are unable to enjoy their civil
rights, in the judgment of the commander of the military forces holding it, and it is
now found to be necessary to preserve order and maintain quiet by the administra-
tion of military authority. The military district commander therefore will cause the
county to be governed, until the restoration of municipal authority and his further
orders, by military authority, as a measure for which it would seem the previous
recital furnishes sufficient precedent.

. All persons in possession of arms, equipments, and munitions of war of any descrip-
tion are required to surrender the same on or before 12 o’clock noon, Tuesday,
December 8, 1903, to the military district commander, taking his receipt for same.
Any person or persons failing to surrender the said arms, equipments, and munitions
of war will be arrested and confined in military prison, and further punished as occa-
sion may require.

All persons well disposed toward the good government of the county and State
will receive the safeguard and protection in their persons and property of the mili-
tary forces of the State of Colorado, and will be protected in their persons and
property as heretofore under the laws of the United States and the State of Colorado.
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All persons who may heretofore have given aid and solicitation to any of the
humtn}(n'e-mentioned organizations, or have been in their service, who shall return
to peaceful occupation and preserve guiet and order, holding no further correspond-
ence nor giving aid nor comfort to the heretofore-mentioned organizations, will hot
be disturbed, either in person or property, except so far, under the orders of the
military district commander, as the exigencies of the publi¢ service may render
necessary.  All rights of property of whatever kind wil be held inviolate, subject
only to the laws of the Umt;edp States and the State of Colorado. All inhabitants are
enjoined to pursue their usual vocations} all shops and places of business are to keep
open in the accustomed manner, as in times of profound peace. Keepers of all public
houses and drinking saloons will be held responsible for all disorder and disturbance
of the peace arising in their respective places.

A sufficient force will be kept in the county to preserve order and maintain the
laws. All disorders and disturbances of the peace, done by combinations and num-
bers, and crimes of an aggravating nature interfering with the military forces or the
laws of the State of Colorado, will be referred to a proper authority for trial and pun-
ishment; other misdemeanors will be subject to the municipal authority, if it chooses
to act. Civil causes between party and party will be referred to the ordinary tribu-
nals.

No publication, either by newspaper, pamphlet, or handbill, reflecting in any way
upon the United States and the State of Colorado, or its officers, or tending in any
way to influence the public mind against the Government of the United States and
the State of Colorado, will be permitted; and all articles of news, or editorial com-
ments, or correspondence, making comments upon the action or actions of the mili-
tary forfies of the State of Colorado or the organizations above referred to, will not be
tolerated. :

The military forces of the State of Colorado came here not to destroy but to make
good, to restore order and the government of laws in place of the passions of men;
to this end, therefore, the efforts of all are well-disposed persons are invited to have
every species of disorder quelled; and if any soldier of the military forces of the
State of Colorado should so far forget his duty or his obligation as to commit any
outrage upon any person or property, the military district commander requests that
his name be instantly reported to him so that he may be punished and his wrongful
act redressed.

All assemblages of persons in the street, either by day or night, tend to disorder,
and are forbidden.

And, finally, it may be sufficient to add, without further enumeration, that all the
requirements of order and good government will be imposed so long as in the judg-
ment of the Colorado authorities it may be necessary.

And while it is the desire of these authorities to exercise this- government mildly,
it must not be supposed thatit will not be vigorously and firmly administered as
occasion calls.

By command of Colonel Verdeckberg: .

(Signed) - H. M. LiBsy,
First Lieutenant and Adjutant, First Infantry, First Brigade,
National Guard of Colorado, Adjutant of the District.

HeAapQuarTERS, TELLER CoUNTY MILITARY DISTRICT,
Camp Goldfield, Victor, Colo., December 7, 1908.

GENERAL ORDERS, NO. 2.

The date mentioned in proclamation dated these headquarters, December 5, 1903,
on which all arms, equipments, and munitions of war are to be surrendered to the
military district commander at 12 o’clock noon, Tuesday, December 8, 1903, is modi-
fied and extended to read 12 o’clock noon, Saturday, December 12, 1903.

By command of Colonel Verdeckberg:

/Signed) H. M. Lissy,
Flirst Lieutenant and Adjutant, First Infantry, First Brigade,
National Guard of Colorado, Adjutant of the District.

This prochntion, moderate in its utterances, has been adminis-
tored with oqunl moderntion,  The number of arrests mndo under it
" e ) o . W

have boon bt fow, and in w very liege majority of cases where

M. Doo, KU ¥
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arrests have been made informations have been filed against the
parties arrested in the district court, and the prisoners turned over to
the civil authorities. :

We believe that a careful investigation of all the facts will show
conclusively that Governor Peabody not only acted fproperly in send-
ing the troops into the field, but that the conduct of the troops while
in the field has been above reproach. Toomuch credit can not be given
to Governor Peabody for his brave and patriotic stand in connection
with these matters. The times were trying and the conditions critical,
and had not the %overnor acted promptly it is hard to conceive what
the result would have been.

If the military has been guilty of any indiscretions, they have not
been such as reflect upon the personal rights and privileges of citizens,
and it is to be regretted that the real controversy should be hidden by
sensational journalism which has brought to the fore matters that
were in no way germane to the real issue.

The conditions surrounding the Cripple Creek and Telluride mining
districts and the action of the governor in sending the troops into these
sections, has been examined into by Maj. Gen. J. C. Bates, of the
United States Army, at the instance of President Roosevelt. His
report to Lieutenant-General Young, Chief of Staff of the Army, is as
follows:

I find that the disturbances at Cripple Creek and Telluride amounted to insur-
rection against the State of Colorado, in that mining, milling, and other business was
suspended there by reason of intimidation, threats of violence, and that the civil
officers were not able to or did not maintain order.

The militia of the State has been employed, and is now employed; at Cripple
Creek and Telluride. I think the employment of the State troops necessary at both
these points, and that they are now giving proper protection to life and property.
At Cripple Creek work has been resumed at the mines, and at Telluride one mine has
resumed operations, and owners inform me they propose to open other mines as
rapidly as they can secure workmen. It is probable that military guards will have
to be maintained at the points mentioned for some time, but I understand it is the
intention to reduce the force as rapidly as circumstances will warrant, though in my
opinion no material reduction can safely be made for some months. At this time

nited States troops are not needed.

There is an unsettled condition at the coal mines both in the Trinidad, or southern
district, and in the new, or northern district, which may develop into such disorder
as to require the use of troops. Should this occur while the whole available force
of State troops is employed at Cripple Creek and Telluride, which is now the case, I
think Federal troops will then be needed. At present, I understand no violence is
being offered in the coal districts. But little coal is now being mined in the Trinidad
district and none in the northern district. Efforts are being made to increase the
output from the former and to open up the northern mines.

I learned of no conditions, such as interfere with United States mails, ete., that
would make it the duty of the Federal Government to interfere without application
from State authorities.

This independent investigation fully vindicates the course adopted
by Governor Peabody.

The investigation proposed by the above resolution is for the pur-
Fose of ascertaining ‘‘whether or not there is at present a republican

orm of government in this State (Colorado) and in the several coun-
ties thereof.”

If such an investigation were inaugurated it ‘would be found that,
for a long time past, in many sections of this State there has not been
an independent government—not because of any action of the governor
of Colorado or of the militia of the State, but because these sections
have been dominated and controlled by the Western Federation of
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Miners. Peace officers, and sometimes courts, have been under their
sway. The fundamental rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness have been by them denied.

The man who contended for the privilege of working and of selling
his time to the best advantage possible, unless he did so under the
dictates of the union, has had no rights which the union felt bound to
respect.

rom the Coeur d’Aléne to the San Juan this organization has left
a trail of coercion, intimidation, violence, and bloodshed. But these
conditions are in a fair way to be remedied. And when peace shall
have been finally restored in Colorado; when law and order again pre-
vails in every mining district in this State; and when every man shall
feel safe to pursue his vocation without fear of assault and assassina-
tion, then, and not till then, will this State enjoy a republican form of
government in the fullest and broadest sense of that term. But this
result is in a fair way of accomplishment, and when it is accomplished
it will be due, almost entirely, to the fearless and patriotic stand taken
by the governor of this State in upholding the supremacy of the law.

C. C. Hamun,
Secretary Mine Owners and Operators Association,
Oripple Creek, Colo.

o
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STATEMENT OF THE WESTERN FEDERATION OF MINERS.

Mr. ParreErsoN presented the following

STATEMENT OF THE WESTERN FEDERATION OF MINERS IN
ANSWER AND REBUTTAL TO CERTAIN ALLEGATIONS CON-
TAINED IN A STATEMENT OF MINE OWNERS AND PROPERTY
OWNERS IN COLORADO, RELATING TO THE LABOR DIFFICUL-
TIES EXISTING IN THAT STATE.

FEBrUARY 20, 1904.—Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary and ordered to be
printed.

STATEMENT.

In support of ‘the resolution introduced by Senator Patterson, of
Colorado, the Western Federation of Miners desires to submit a reply
to the lengthy statement introduced by Senator Scott, of West Vir-
ginia, in rebuttal of the fabricated and unsupported assertions con-
tained in said statement. The document introd%ced by Senator Scott
to the United States Senate brands the Western Federation of Miners
as a criminal organization and has been introduced for the sole pur-
pose of poisoning the public mind. In order that the honorable body
which compose the Senate of the United States may have a clear con-
ception of the objects and aims of the Western Federation of Miners
we hereby present the preamble of our organization:

PREAMBLE.

We hold that all men are created to be free and should have equal
access and opportunity to the enjoyment of all benefits to be derived
from their exertions in dealing with the natural resources of the carth,
and that free access and equal opportunity thereto are absolutely neces-
sary to man’s existence and the upward progress of the buman race.
Since it is self-evident.that civilization has, during centuries, made prog-
ress in proportion to the production and utilization of minerals and met-
" als, both precious and base, and that most of the material prosperity
nnd comforts enjoyed by mankind are due to this progress, it is highly
fitting and proper that tho men who are engaged in t%e hazardous and
unhenlthy oceupntion of mining, milling, smelting, and the reduction
of ores shonld recoive n just compensation for their labors, which shall
ho proportionnte to the dangers connected® therewith, and such pro- -
tootlon from lnw we will remoyve noodloss vlak to life or health, and for
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the purpose of bringing about and promoting these and other proper
and lawful ends, and for the general welfare of ourselves, families, and
dependent ones we deem it necessary to organize and maintain the
Western Federation of Miners, and, among our lawful purposes, we
declare more especially our objects to be:

First. To secure compensation fully commensurate with the dangers
of our employment and the right to use our earnings free from the
dictation of any person whomsoever.

Second. To establish as speedily as possible, and so that it may be
enduring, our right to receive pay for labor performed, in lawful
money, and to rid ourselves of the iniquitous and unfair system of
spending our earnings where and how our employers or their agent or
officers may designate.

Third. To strive to procure the introduction and use of any and all
suitable, efficient appliances for the preservation of life, limb, and
health of all employees, and thereby preserve to society the lives and
usefulness of a large number of Wealtﬁ producers.

Fourth. To labor for the enactment of suitable laws and the proper
enforcement thereof.

Fifth. To provide for the education of our children and to prohibit
the employment of all children until they shall have reached at least
the age of 16 years.

Sixth. To prevent by law any mine owner, mining company, or cor-
poration, or the agents thereof, from employing detectives, or armed
forces, and to provide that only the lawfully elected or appointed
officers of the county, State, or province, who shall be bona fide citi-
zens thereof, shall act in any capacity in the enforcement of the law.

Seventh. To use all honorable means to maintain and promote
friendly relations between ourselves and our employers, and endeavor
by arbitration and conciliaton, or other pacific means, to settle any
difficulties which may arise between us, and thus strive to make con-
tention and strikes unnecessary. ¥

Eighth. To use all lawful and honorable means to abolish and pre-
vent the system of convict labor from coming into competition with
free labor and to demand the enforcement of the foreign contract-labor
law against the importation of pauper labor from any foreign country,
and also to use our efforts to make it unlawful to bring persons from
another State, Territory or province to take the places of working-
men on a strike, or who may be locked out, by means of false repre-
sentation, advertisements, or other misleading means.

Ninth. To demand the repeal of conspiracy laws that in any way
abridge the right of labor organizations to promote the general wel-
fare of their membership, and also to use our influence to bring about
legislation which will prevent government by injuction by either
Federal, State, or provincial courts. To procure employment for our
members in preference to non-union men, and in all lawful ways coop-
erate with one another for the purpose of procuring a just share of
the product of our toil and mutual advancement in order that the gen-
eral welfare of the membership and their families may be steadily
advanced and promoted.

Tenth. To use our united efforts to discourage the contract-labor
system, and, as soon as practicable, to abolish the same, believing the
said system to be detrimerftal to the best interests of organized labor.
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[for the further enlightenment of the members of the United States
Monnto, and in order to show that our organization is a legitimate body,
wo quote the following from the constitution:

Mo, 2, Tho objects of this organization shall be to unite the various persons work-
i In nnd nround the mines, mills, and smelters into one central body, to practice
thome virtues that adorn society, and remind man of his duty to his fellow man, the

wleyatlon of his position, and the maintenance of the rights of the workers.

I'revious to an applicant being initiated to membership in the West-
orn Federntion of Miners or taking the obligation, the following assur-
nneo In made: -

'l hody exacts no pledge or obligation which in any way conflicts with the dnty
yon owe to your God, your country, or your fellow-man. i

The Western Federation of Miners was organized in Butte, Mont.,
on May 15, 1893, and for ten years the organization has kept inviolate
the principles enunciated in the preamble and constitution.

Bocnuse of the success, growth, and strength of the organization,
und hecause of its progressive spirit in defending the humblest of its
members from the tyranny of corporate op(f)ression, the Federation
hus been assailed, not only by the federated might of the smelting
trust and the various mine-owners’ associations, but corporation jour-
nils owned and controlled by magnates in the mining and smelting
Industries have loaded their editoriai columns with slander and vitupera-
tion in obedience to the mandates of the moneyed fraternity that
molded the convictions of mortgaged editors. The Western Federa-
tion of Miners has never Wageg a battle except in self-defense. All
utrikes that have arisen can be traced to the encroachments of corpo-
rations, whose managers received their orders and instructions from a
foreign source. :

In support of this assertion, John Hays Hammond, an Englishman,
is the guiding spirit of the Venture Company, which company con-
trols a large interest in the Ceeur d’Alenes of Idaho and the Cripple
Creek and San Juan districts of Colorado. John Hays Hammond is
the gentleman who figured prominently in the Jamieson raid in the
Transvaal. Were it not for the humanity of Oom Paul Kruger, Mr.
Hammond would have met the fate of a traitor. The prime movers
in the Cripple Creek district in the strike of 1894 were residents of
Colorado Springs, a city which is known throughout the United States
as ¢ Little Lunnon.” At this time we find James Bradley, of Cceur
d’Alene fame, who made an unsuccessful attempt to reduce wages in
Idaho in 1899, organizing a Mine Owners’ Association in California.
This newly-born organization of the Golden State claims to have a
fund of $850,000 for the avowed purpose of destroying the Western
Federation ot Miners.

In the strike of 1901 in the Telluride district in Colorado Arthur
Collins, another Englishman, introduced the contract-fathom system,
in order that tbe miners in America might be placed upon the same
basis as the miners of Cornwall, England. The document of the Mine
Owners’ Association, as introduced by Senator Scott, holds up the
Western Federation of Miners as an organization of lawbreakers and
criminals, and in refutation of these infamous aspersions cast upon the
character of our membership we quote the following from ex-Lieu-
tenant-Governor Hutchinson, of Idaho, who was interviewed by a cor-
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respondent of the San Francisco Examiner in regard to the confessions
of ex-Governor Steunenberg:

I do not understand the animus of the above, and I have carefully refrained from
an expression, but if the governor did testify as quoted in the Examiner I am willing
that he should bave the glory. His deputy governor may not be afraid of *“man or
consequences,” but I would not want to be ambitious politically with his record. I
haye 250 miners under me, and every one of them belongs to the Western Federation
of Miners, and do not know of one that is a criminal. e have handled off and on
4,000 men in five years, and I believe that the criminal records of Owyhee County do
not show one criminal among the number. Two of these men went north to test
Sinclair’s permit business, and neither of them would seek work without a permit to
do so, and they were 1,000 miles from the seat of the trouble at the time of the
explosion. One of these is studying for the ministry, and is a careful, conservative
man, and has been working for us for years without complaint.

A big mine is really an underground city, and while underground and in different
streets we do not need sheriffs or police. % know something of miners, their virtues
and their faults, and I should say that Governor Steunenberg picked the right man,
because if it is true that he was sick he was incapable of taking care of business, and
if the lieutenant-governor had been sent he would not have made every metalliferous
miner, from the Joplin mines to Klondike and from the United Verde to Cape Nome,
acriminal. Ihavebroken bread with them, drank with them, prospected with them—
yes, I have belonged to their organizations. Therefore the governor selected the right
man to do the work he wanted. As a citizen and taxpayer of Idaho I believe the
necessity for troops in the Coeur d’Alenes would soon cease if the present permit sys-
tem, asenforced by Governor Steunenberg’s putty deputy governor, Bartlett Pear Sin-
clair, were abolished.

I want nothing to do with men that wear masks or have fearful solemn oaths,
and they have no more to do with true labor organizations than do the Mafia in New
Orleans to any benevolent secret society. The men under me belong to the Western
Federation of Miners. Their number is 66. They are composed of as true and
liberty loving a class of people as any organization in Idaho. When they are stamped
as criminals in Washington, either by the governor or his putty-self-molded-man-
afraid-of-nothing, it is time to call a halt. For one, if Governor Steunenberg or
De-putty Governor Sinclair have political monuments on account of their permit,
system 1n north Idaho I am willing that they stand on them; if they have political
gtl;avesi I am going to help fill them, and after reading the Examiner I bought a scoop
shovel.

If the members of the Western Federation of Miners are men with
criminal records, why have our membership been permitted to regis-
ter their names upon the rolls of the various fraternal organizations,
such as Masons, Knights of Pythias, Red Men, Woodmen, Maccabees,
Yeomen, Elks, United Workmen, etc.; and how was it that Sherman
Bell, the new adjutant-general of the State, was proud to accompany
the drill team of the Knights of Pythias of the Cripple Creek district,
which won the world’s prize at the encampment at San Francisco, and
who were nearly all members of the Western Federation of Miners?

Why was it, if the members of the Federation were criminals and
law-breakers, that the mine operators have frequently declared that
the miners of the great gold camp were the best in the world, and why
have they made such strenuous efforts to influence these ‘“criminals®
to return to work? Search the records of every penitentiary located
within the jurisdiction covered by the Western Federation of Miners,
and you will find no member of the organization behind the walls of a
prison, and you will find no man serving a sentence on account of his
affiliation with the Federation or on account of his connection with-
any strike. The mine-owners’ document charges the Federation with
‘““murder, arson, dynamiting, and riot.”

Permit us to call the attention of the United States Senate to the
reckless slaughter of human life that may be laid at the door of the
mine operators.
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In Scofield, Utah, some three or four years ago, nearly 300 miners
wore killed by an explosion, which resulted on account of the failure
of the mine owners to comply with the law governing ventilation. In
Muy, 1901, o disaster occurred in Fernie, British ‘Columblg,, where 137
men lost their lives and a coroner’s jury brought in a verdict of culpa-
hle negligence against the company, and this ““ criminal” organization,
the Western Federation of Miners, immediately sent a representative
with 3,000 for the relief of the widows and orphans. Before all of
the hodles were removed from the mine, Manager Tonkin reduced the
wiyren of those who survived this blood-curdling disaster. )

Ilf. should be fresh to the memory of the members of the United
Mtates Senate concerning the appalling disasters which have taken
place in Tennessee, Wyoming, and Pennsylvania, and all of which
could have been averted if the mine operators had placed a bhigher
vilue upon human life than dividends and complied with the laws of
the respective States. Inorder that the Senate may realize the wanton
merifice of human life in the mines and the mine operators’ responsi-
bility for the same, we quote the following from the editorial columns
of the official organ of the United Mine Workers of America:

Within the past ten months there have been two explosions in coal mines which
toul b28 men their lives—338 in Wyoming and 190 near Pittsburg. This is the second
niflonal convention within three years that has been horrified by an appalling mine
dlmnster. There were lost in the Iroquois Theater fire in Chicago, four weeks ago,
nhout 560 persons. That disaster resulted in the most rigid examination of every
(heater and public building in the United States. Scores of theaters have been
olosed and their owners compelled to obey the law and provide gafety for their
patrons. The mayor of Chicago, along with six other public officials, have been

ndicted by the grand jury for neglecting to enforce the laws regarding public
buildings.

)uNow %sotice the difference: No one is obliged to go to a theater, but men are com-
pelled to work in the mines. A failure to compel the proprietor of a theater to
properly secure the safety of his patrons results in the indictment of the men respon-
#ible for that failure. Within the past three years in four mine accidents, whereby
872 men have lost their lives, over 500 women made widows, and over 2,000 children
made orphans, there has not been a single indictment of operator, foreman, or
inspector. It seems unnatural, nay, a brutal state of public conscience, that these
mining accidents—let us call them accidents—can go on regularly and not excite an
indignation that would remedy this state of affairs. Why is the life of a theater
patron of so much more consequence than that of a miner? In the first case thereis
u clamor set up which results in indictment of derelict officials, while in the other
there is a brief paragraph in the papers and the matter is forgotten.

Let a girl or a young woman be murdered under suspicious circumstances, and the
bloodhounds of the law and the vigilantes of the press pursue the matter to the last
extremity. Column after column is used, the whole matter illustrated for weeks; but
let a score of workmen meet their death through some unlawful act of their emyloy-
ers, and after a little squib oblivion is reached in the matter. Itis extremely doubtful
that outside of the mining communities that 100 persons in the country can tell
where those four accidents occurred. In this latest disaster the accounts are so
meager that one can not at present tell where the blame for it rests. But we are sure
of this one thing: Such an accident can not occur in a properly ventilated mine. We
have this from the highest mining authorities in the world. No man is allowed to
lnmzticc law or administer medicine unless he is declared competent by a proper

ribunal. .
'This is done to protect the lives and property of the people from incompetent
persons.  Why should not the same rule apply to mining? If the law can protect
wople from quacks and pettifoggers, why should not the mine workers be protected
h‘nm the ignorance of their fellows. Itis true that a pick may strike a pocket of
gua and canse disaster, but nevertheless no man should be permitted to enter a mine

until he had shown that he was not a constant menace to life and property because
ho knew nothing of the perils which lurk ina mine.  They tell us these men are over-
pidd—that their demands for decent wage and safe conditions imperil the prosperity
of the country.  Mereiful God! The prosperity thal demands a constant repetition

of those horrors iy not (1t Lo survive an honr,
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In Park City, Utah, at the Daly-West mine, 35 miners were killed
by an explosion of giant powder that was stored in the mine by the
company contrary to every safeguard which common sense should
suggest.

In November, 1901, 22 miners lost their lives by being suffocated on
account of a fire which destroyed a boarding house that was connected
with the tunnel of the Smuggler Union mine, a property that was then
under the management of Arthur L. Collins. The law had not been
complied with, for the doors of the tunnel were not so adjusted as to
prevent the flames and smoke from entering the mine. The mine
operators shed no tears for the sacrifice of these 22 miners who were
smothered to death, but when some unknown assassin pulled the trigger
and ended the life of one man, Arthur L. Collins, a mighty wail went
up and the finger of suspicion was pointed at the Western Federation
of Miners. '

It is only but a few days ago when 15 men were hurled into eternity
at the Independence mine, inthe Cripple Creek district, through defect-
ive machinery and an incompetent engineer who was imported by the
Mine Owners’ Association as a strike breaker, and in whose ignorant
keeping, for mercenary reasons, was placed the lives of all the men in
the mine. Scarcely had the Associated Press contained the report of
the horrible calamity when the Mine Owners’ Association, together
with Bell and Peabody, intimated that a crime had been committed
and that the Western %’ederation of Miners was probably responsible.
%‘he folllowing is the verdict of the coroner’s jury, which will speak

or itself: °*

We, the jury, find that the above-named men came to their deaths at Stratton’s
Independence mine on January 26, 1904, by the engineer, Francis T. Gellese, losing
control of the engine there in use and pulling the cage into the sheave, thereby part-
ing the cable and precipitating the cage, loaded with the above-named men, down
the shaft to their deaths.

And we further find that if the management had not neglected the usual necessary
precautions the said casualties might have been reduced, if not avoided.

The usual precautions referred to, which were not taken, are as follows:

First. No man is required to preside at the collar of the shaft while hoisting men.

hSecond. No safety device was in use on the cable to prevent the overwinding of
the same.

Third. Men were loaded and unloaded without placing the cage upon the chairs.

Fourth. The disk brakes of the hoisting engine were detacheg from their usual
positions and were useless.

We, the jury, would recommend that all safety appliances and the precautions
herein named and recommended be adopted and used, not only by the Stratton’s
Independence mine, but by all mines in this district not now using the same,
thereby reducing to a minimum the damage to life and limb that men working in
mines are subjected to.

We further recommend that a competent extra man should stand near the engi-
neer while he is hoisting or lowering men, whose duty should be to render any
assistance needed.

Traomas M. Hamiu, Foreman.
Frang Axins, Clerk.

JoaN HorGan.

T. S. LELAND.

R. W. Reeb.

J. L. TorPING.

In reference to the charge of ‘“‘arson” the insurance companies
would, in all probability, pay a handsome reward for information as
to who, or by whose orders, certain mills in the Cripple Creek dis-
trict and elsewhere were burned in order to obtain the amount of the
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Iwines policy. The Senate might ask as to who were most inter-
patudl In the destruction of mills that were insured, and whose machinery
hnd outlived its usefulness in the treatment of ores?

In reforence to the charge of dynamiting, the Senate might inquire
i o who were most interested in the blowing up of assay offices in the
Cripple Creek district, where ore thieves, it is said, deposited their
llgh grade, and who are responsible for the dynamiting of houses of
prominent union men who reside at Newcastle, Colo. : ,

The Western Federation of Miners has been charged with the
axplosion which occurred at the Vindicator mine, which resulted in
the denth of two men. The mine at the time the explosion occurred
wis surrounded by the State military and no union man was permitted
o como within close proximity to the property. The secret of the
oxplosion could probably be told by the superintendent of the prop
orty and the men who lost their lives on the 600-foot level of the
Vindieator. The coroner’s jury brought in the following verdict:

W, the jury, find that Charles McCormick and Melvin Beck came to their deaths
il Mo 216t day of November, 1903, at 11 a. m., from the effects of an explosion at
tha statlon of the sixth level of the Vindicator mine, located in Cripple Creek mining
Wlutelet, From the examination made at the mine and the evidence introduced, the
Jury In unable to determine the exact cause of the explosion.

CuarLes KEerrieson, Foreman.

Notwithstanding the verdict of the coroner’s jury, Lyman White,
the commissioner of mines, made an investigation and reached a con-
olusion that the explosion ¢ was a deliberate design to destroy life and
property.” Mr. White was the choice of the mine operators for the
ippointment which he now holds, and felt obligated to show his appre-
ointion for his masters. Mr. White was busy after the Independence
neeident, and in his desire to show his gratitude for the political
orumbs that fell from the table of the Mine Owners’ Association he
now stands charged with perjury, with brilliant prospects of becoming
fumiliar with the interior architecture of an institution that is main-.
tnined by the State. ‘

The Western Federation of Miners was charged with conspiring
to blow up the Sun and Moon property at Idaho Springs, and a court
and jury have exonerated every member of our organization from
that charge.

The federation has been charged with the blowing up of the
Strong mine, in the Cripple Creek district, in 1894, in which mine
Senator Scott is largely interested. Two of the members of the fed-
eration were convicted by a judge and jury at Colorado Springs, the
city which has won the title of ‘“Little Lunnon” on account of the
English aristocrats who have camped under the shadow of Pikes
Peak. These two men served but a short time in prison when it
hecame apparent that they were convicted through prejudice, and a
Republican governor granted them a pardon.

f Senator Scott and the Mine Owners’ Association of Colorado
believed that these men were guilty why was it that Samuel Strong,
the original owner, was afterwards arrested, charged with the crime,
and why was it that such strenuous efforts were made by Senator
Seott and the stockholders of the property to convict Mr. Strong of
the erime of dynamiting?

The Western Federation of Miners is charged in the document of
the mine owners with ““ riot.”  Wa desire to eall the attention of the
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Senate to the fact that 89 men were arraigned before the courts to
answer to the charge of riot, many of whom are prominent mine
owners of Clear Creek County, Colo. These 8) men are the ‘‘law
and order” brigade who made a nocturnal assault upon 14 members

" of the Western Federation of Miners and drove them from their
homes at the point of deadly weapons.

When these men, who had violated no law, appealed to the governor
for protection to return to their homes, he referred them to the civil
authorities of Clear Creek County, knowing full well that the sheriff
and his deputies were tools of the mine owners and took part in the
expulsion of these fourteen citizens, who afterwards returned and were
exonerated by a court and a jury of their peers. In Telluride, Buck-
ley Wells, the manager of the Smuggler Union mine, after securing
five rifles from the office of the Telluride Journal, headed a mob and
marched the streets in company with Meldrum and Runnells, despera-
does, who glory .in their criminal records, and who feel flattered in
being recognized as the partners of Tom Horn, who was executed in
Wyoming for the murder of a little boy. .

It was at the instance of this mob that Sheriff Rutan, of San Miguel
County, took eleven men who had been arrested on trumped-up charges
and escorted them to Montrose, the capital of another county. The
cases against these men have been dismissed, but, through the influence
of the Mine Owners’ Association and the Citizens’ Alliance, who abso-
lutely control the civil authorities, these men have not been permitted
to return to their homes. The only excuse offered by the sherift for
removing these men to another county was that the jail was over-
crowded, notwithstanding the fact that after their removal there
remained but one prisoner in the county jail. The men were able and
willing to furnish bonds for their appearance in court, but it was evi-
dent from what has since transpired that it was the purpose of the
authorities to exile these men from their homes.

At Dutch Flat, Cal., several months ago three members of the

Western Federation of Miners were met by a mob, who, at the instiga-’

tion of the mine owners, tarred and feathered their victims, solely
because they delegated to themselves the right to organize a local
union.

The charges of murder, arson, dynamiting, and rioting made by the
mine owners against the Western Federation of Miners comes with
poor grace from a combination of men who have not hesitated to
violate every law to subserve their own interests and defeat the efforts
of organized labor in its struggle to improve the conditions of its mem-
bership. :
ThepWestern Federation of Miners for years has struggled to place
upon the statute books of the various metalliferous States throughout
the West an eight-hour law as a sanitary measure for the protection
of the life and health of all men employed in mines, mills, and smelters.
In this we have been successful in Utah, Montana, Nevada, the
Territory of Arizona, and the province of British Columbia. When
the legislature of Arizona enacted the eight-hour law and the same
was signed by the governor, going into effect June 1, 1903, the mine
operators refused to comply with the law, and when the miners of

orenci and Clifton went on strike in support of the law that was
enacted, the governor sent out the armed forces of the Territory to
awe and intimidate the striking miners, and, furthermore, called upon
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fhe P'rosident of the United States for Federal troops, who immedi-
maly complied with the request of the governor, backed by the mine
iperntors. : 5 )

" ‘lhm-us miners were forced by military might to violate the Terri-
forlnl law and go back to the mines to work a nine and ten hour day.
I'lve of these men who resisted the efforts of the mine operators to
fores them to violate the law have been convicted of conspiracy and
Wre now languishing in prison, martyrs to the unholy greed of the
i huw and order” mine owners. The law, which was part of the organic
luw of Utah, and which was assailed by the mine operators, was car-
pload by the Western Federation of Miners to the Supreme Court of
the Uhited States, where its validity was sustained by Justice Brown
lnnding down a decision which left no doubt as to its constitutionality.
Thoe same law was enacted in the State of Nevada, and was again
pasniled by the mine owners, but the Western Federation of Miners
pnrriod the measure to the highest tribunal in that State and its con-
ulltutionality was again upheld. At the last general election in the
Hinte of Idaho a constitutional amendment was submitted to the people
demanding of the legislature that an eight-hour law should be passed,
but the legislature, influenced by the mine operators, failed to pass

law. . ;

th?“or several years past in the State of Colorado the Western Feder-
stion of Miners has labored for the passage of an eight-hour law.

* When, finally, an eight-hour law was enacted in 1899, the mine own-

ars and the smelting trust joined hands, and_through their influence
with the supreme court of the State the eight-hour law, which was a
fucsimile of the Utah eight-hour law, was declared unconstitutional.
At the general election of 1902 a constitutional amendment was sub-
mitted to the people making it imperative upon the legislature to pass
an eight-hour law, and this amendment was carried by a maiorlty of
over 40,000, the largest vote ever recorded for a constitutiona amend-
ment in the history of the State. Again the mine operators of the
State, the Colorado Fuel and Iron Company, and the American Smelt-
ing and Refining Company strangled the political will of the people,
us expressed at the ballot box, by brazenly debauching the supposed
representatives of the people. ) )

The law, as demanded by the sovereign will of the people, was
defeated, and this crime, that was committed by a legislature that was
bought by the corporations which are now fighting the Western Federa-
tion of Miners, is a far greater crime than all the acts that have }_Jeeg
committed under the tit%es of “murder, arson, dynamiting, and riot
that have been charged against the victims of corporation conspiracy.
The Western Federation of Miners is only demanding that which the
govereign citizenship of the State have demanded at the polls, and we
leave it to your honorable body to determine who are the greater
criminals, the combinations who bribed the legislature, or the men
who refused to work ten and twelve hours in the poisonous gases of

ines, mills, and smelters.

J The cause of the present strike is due to the fact that the Western

Federation of Miners has been ever vigilant of the interests of all its
unbers. )

lll((l)" the 14th of February the Mill and Smeltermen’s Union No. 125,

of the Westorn Federtion of Miners, were forced to .“%t,l‘ll(u a blow on

the induntrinl field ngninat the arroganes of the mill trust, whose
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employees were denied the right to organize for self protection under
the penalty of a forfeiture of employment. Previous to the Western
Ifederation of Miners sending an organizer to Colorado City to estab-
lish a local of the Western Federation of Miners, the employees of
the mills had maintained a local union, which was disrupted and shat-
tered through the employment of Pinkertons by the corporations, who
furnished the names of every man in their employ who dared to become
a member of the local organization. When the Western Federation
of Miners invaded the domain that was considered sacred to MacNeill,
Fullerton and Peck, and organized the Mill and Smeltermen’s Union,
corporation coin secured the services of a Benedict Arnold in the union
by the name of A. H. Crane, who, for Judas money, prostituted his
manhood and betrayed his fellow-men by furnishing the corporations
the names of every man who sought shelter in the membership of
the Western Federation of Miners.

As rapidly as the names of members of the union were furnished by
the traitor to Manager MacNeill, of the mill trust, they were discharged
without ceremony. The union at Colorado City bore with patience
this discrimination until patience became so abused ‘“ that it ceased to
bea virtue.” The representatives of the Western Federation of Miners
called upon the management of the mills, protesting against diserim-
ination, but all efforts to bridge the gulf that lay between the union
and the mill owners were fruitless, and the strike was declared on the
14th of February against the United States Reduction and Refinin
Company. It was but a short time when the Telluride and Portlanﬁ
mill owners joined hands with MacNeill and entered into a compact
that was backed and supported by the Mine Owners’ Association of
Colorado to fight to a finish any and all efforts of the Western Feder-
ation of Miners to establish the right of the mill men to organize for
their mutual welfare and collective prosperity.

The management of the mills spared no effort or expense in endeav-
oring to secure men to take the place of the strikers. ~ In their efforts
to keep smoke curling from the stacks of the great plants, which, in
in the language of Baer, God bad placed in their custody, boys from
the schoolroom were accepted and used as ‘““scabs” in the poisoned
and fetid atmosphere of the mills. The strikers conducted their cam-
paign in a most peaceable manner and. their eloquent and moral per-
suasion left the mills in a condition which baffled the managers whose
haughty contempt for unionism forced. the battle. Secret meetings
of the mill owners and representatives of the Mine Owners’ Associa-
tion were held, and a plot was batched that would bring the State
militia to the scene of action to assist the corporations in their infa-
mous assault upon the right of labor to organize. The governor of
the State became a willing tool to serve the interests of the corporate
masters, who in all probability but a few months before furnished
the ““sinews of war” to aid him in reaching the goal of his political
ambition. ;

When the mill owners and the representatives of the Mine Owners’
Association realized that the strikers were masters of the situation and
were able, through moral persuasion, to prevent men from usurping
their places, a picture was drawn by tke corporations to present to the
governor that would justify the legality of the State militia being
used to break the strike. '
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On the 3d of March, at the hour of noon, the governor delivered the
following order to the adjutant-general: ‘

[Executive order.]

Denver, Covro., March 3, 1903.

Opdered: 1t being made to ap%ear to me by the sheriff of El Paso County and other
pood and reputable citizens of the town of Colorado City and of that vicinity in said
tounty, that there is a tumult threatened, and that a body of men acting together by
fureo with attempt to commit felonies and to offer violence to persons and property in
{thio mnid town of Colorado City and that vicinity, and by force and violence to break
ind resist the laws of the State, and that the sheriff of El Paso County is unable to
preserve and maintain order and secure obedience to the laws and protect life and
property, and to secure the citizens of the State in their rights, privileges, and safety
wnder the constitution and laws of this State in such cases made and provided.

I therefore direct you, in pursuance of the power and authority vested in me by
the constitution and laws of the State, to direct the brigadier-general commanding
the National Guard of the State of Colorado to forthwith order out such troops to
Immediately report to the sheriff of El Paso County as in the judgment of the
brigadier-general may be necessary to properly assist the sheriff of that county in the
tm(’«‘nrcement of the laws and constitution of this State, and in maintaining peace and
order.

(tiven under my hand and the executive seal this 3d day of March, A. D. 1903.
James H. PeaBopy, Governor.
The ApJuTANT-GENERAL, STATE OF COLORADO. :

The order of the governor calling out the State militia to proceed to
Colorado City came upon the people of the State of Colorado *‘like a
peal of thunder from a cloudless sky.” Many doubted the story that
was flashed from one to another, but as soon as President Moyer and
Becretary-Treasurer Haywood ascertained the truth of the report the
following address and appeal was drafted and furnished to the Denver
Post and Rocky Mountain News for publication.

We herewith produce a portion of the above-named address:

LABOR’S ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE OF COLORADO.

The chief executive of the State of Colorado has ordered the State militia to Col-
ordo City. The governor of this great Commonwealth, after giving audience for
poveral hours to Manager MacNeill and the representatives of the Mine Owners’
Amnsociation, men who are pecuniarily interested in the degradation and subjugation
of labor, sends the armed power of the State to aid the merciless corporations in
domanding their  pound of flesh’” from the bone and muscle of men who have borne
the tyranny of greed ‘“until patience has ceased to be a virtue.”

Manager MacNeill acted as a deputy of the sheriff and handed to the governor the
following letter: .

“I hand you herewith a communication from the Portland Gold Mining Company,
operating a reduction plant in Colorado City, and from the United States Reduction
and Refining Company, from which I have received requests for protection. I have
roceived like requests from the Telluride Reduction Company. It has been brought
to my attention that men have been severely beaten, and there is grave danger of
destruction of property. I accordingly notify you of the existence of a mob, and
nrmed bodies OF men are patrolling this territory, from whom there is danger of a
c¢ommission of felony.”’ . i

1t does not appear from the letter of the sheriif that he made a personal investiga-
tion of the (.'.nn(llltions exigting at Colorado City. The communications from the cor-
porations to the sheriff of El Paso County actuated the sheriff in placing in the hands
ol Manager MacNeill, a member of the corporations, an order to Governor Peabody,
and upon the Ht,mngtin of this letter, which MacNeill carried from the sheriff to the

governor, tho armed forco of the State is to be %)]a(-,ed at the diﬂnosal of the corpora-
tionm, to ho utilized in intimidating labor to fall upon its knees in mute submission
o the will of oppressors. The governor, without any apparent investigation as to

the tragh o neenrney of the representations of corporations, sends forth the armed
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guards of the State to subserve the interests of soulless combinations, who gloat in

arrogance and haughty despotism as their dividends are made more corpulent, coined
from the misery and debasement of the laboring man. No word came from' the
citizens of Colorado City to the governor stating that there was a mob or insurrection.
Depending absolutely upon the unsupported representations of the corporations and
a letter from the sheriff, an official who, from his letter, has failed to make a personal
investigation, the governor of this great State has become a willing tool in the hands
of corporate masters to place the armed machinery of Colorado in the hands of cor-
porations to debauch the manhood and the independence of American citizenship.

WHO DID GOVERNOR CONSULT ?

It does not appear that the governor even consulted a single solitary
citizen of Colorado City, but, relying on the testimony of interested
corporations and the sheriff of ¢ Little Lunnon,” who is the vassal of
the mining corporations, he issues an order to the State militia to
shoulder the rifle and become an auxiliary of the corporate interests in
defying a battle of manhood against greed. The governor listened
attentively to the gory story of MacNeill, the representative of the cor-

orations. Why did he not summon the representatives of labor and

ear their evidence as to the conditions at Colorado City? Is there
only one side to a story when the interests of the corporations are to
be subserved and labor humiliated ?

As soon as it was learned by the citizens of Colorado City that the
State militia had been called out by the governor and ordered to Col-
ordo City, the mayor and members of the city council held a meeting
and the following protest was telegraphed to the governor:

GovERNOR PEABODY: Itisunderstood that the militia has been ordered to our town.
For what purpose we do not know, as there is no disturbance here of any kind.
There has been no disturbance more than a few occasional brawls since the strike
began, and we respectfully protest against an army being placed in our midst. A
delegation of business men will call on you to-morrow with a formal protest of the
citizens of the city.

J. F. FAULKNER, Mayor.
GEORGE G. BIRDSALL,
Chief of Police.
JoaN McCoacs,
City Attorney.

J. F. Faulkner, the mayor of Colorado City, made the following
personal statement to a representative of the Rocky Mountain News:

The only trouble we have had since the strike began was yesterday afternoon,
when there were a few street fights. These disturbances were quickly quelled and
the offenders were arrested. %here were no gun plays. The men simply fought
with their fists, and probably the employees of the milf; who came down town were
given the worst of it. However, I am not fully acquainted with the nature of the
quarrels. The boys have been disposed to be peaceable ever since this labor trouble
began, and I have been constantly assured by the officers of the union that they
would do all in their power to keep their pickets from making any trouble. I can
not see, for the life of me, how the governor came to act as he did. ~ Why, it is abso-
lutely absurd to have soldiers patrolling our streets. There has not been a sign of
trouble here to-day, and if there had been there is little doubt in my mind but what
we could have stopped it in a minute. Some of our citizens will wait on the gov-
ernor to-morrow and try and induce him to keep the troops outside of the city lim-
its. I think that we can convince him that we can well take care of ourselves here.

Chief of Police George G. Birdsall, of Colorado City, was inter-
}rieﬁwed by a reporter of the Rocky Mountain News and spoke as
ollows:

I have talked with a number of people during the afternoon and they are all
exceedingly indignant at the thought of having the militia come among us.  If some

E .
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r)uhlu had arisen which we experienced difficulty in handling then there might
nve beon some cause for sending soldiers over here, but nothing of the kind has
The assaults have been mainly fist fights, which are apt to take place
#wl nny time. I do not know of a case where a %un play has been made within
my Jurisdiction. If I could foresee that men involved in this labor trouble here
wonld resort to the use of weapons I might become scared myself, but the boys have
nover appeared to take that course, nor do I believe they will countenance such
methods in trying to win their fight. They know, as well as all good citizens, that
they must have the public behind them, and I am sure they do not care to employ
foreo to win their victory. .

In the face of the protests that came from the mayor, chief of police,
nnd city attorney and citizens of Colorado City the troo]gs were sent.
The history of this move by the mill owners is well known. The
whole scheme was concocted 1n Governor Peabody’s reception room
the day Manager C. M. MacNeill, of the Standard mill, delivered to the
governor Sheriff Gilbert’s communication. Besides MacNeill, several
rominent mine owners were present. Then it was decided to send the
rl'oops to Colorado City to intimidate the strikers. There could have
heen no other purpose in the plan. There was no violence to sup-
ress—no indication that any violence would be committed. There
nd been no destruction of property, no overt act of any description.
Only one striker had been arrested since the beginning of the strike.
Previous to the strike being declared, the following letter was pre-
sented to the mill managers by the Mill and Smeltermen’s Union of
(lolorado City:

We respectfully present for your consideration a schedule relating to employment
und wages in and about the mills. This schedule has been carefully considered by
the members of Colorado City -Mill and Smeltermen’s Union, No. 125, W. F. of M.,
und they deem it a fair and reasonable minimum scale for the services in the various
lines of work, and inasmuch as throughout the immediate surrounding places a like

r higher scale is in effect, it is evident that both the em({)loyer and the employees
rg a scale not lower than the one presented as just and equitable. Should there
any part of the schedule, however, which appears to you as not being fair and
Just we will be glad to take the matter up with you, and assure you of our willing-
ness to look at things from the company’s standpoint as well as our own, and do that
which will promote harmony and justice.

We are greatly aggrieved over the discharge of individuals who have been, as far
I8 we are informeda.,ggithful employees of the company, and the only reason for their
lismissal being the fact of their membership in this union.

We do not o%)ject to the company discharging men whose services as workmen are
unsatisfactory. We are not now nor do we intend to uphold incompetent men nor
insist that they be either employed or retained in the employment of the company,
but we must and will protect men in their rights to belong to the union, even to the
extent of discontinuing to work for any company which so discriminates against them.

We, as members of the union, desire the prosperity of the company, and as far as
our skill and labor go will do all we can to promote its interests. We can not under-
stand how any fair and reasonable company should discriminate against union labor,
for it is engaged in building hospitals to care for the sick and disabled; it furnishes
 helping hand to the widows and orphans of its deceased coworkers. And in this
connection we might say, as you are aware, employees are, in law, held to assume
the risk of about all the dangers in their employment, and when one is injured or
killed and the question of assumption of risk is not involved, the courts usually
declare that the injury was occasioned by contributory negligence, and in either case
the company is held not liable for damages, so there is not any other source to which
the crippled employee may turn except to his union for that pecuniary aid of which
he absolutely stands in need, and likewise, if he dies from his injury, his widow,
orphans, and dependent ones have no other source of support except from the bounty
that they receive from the union. This being true, certainly the company or its
oflicers are not justified in diseriminating against men and punishing them by depriv-

tinkon place.

ing them of employment because they belong to an institution organized for such
wholesome nnd praiseworthy purposes.
Renlizing that you will require some fime to consider the accompanying scale, the

eommittee will enll upon you Februnry 26, and oxpect o definito answer.,
pon Y =0,
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This letter was signed by the official committee of the union, but
the letter received butlittle courteous consideration from the managers.
When all overtures of the union failed to bring about an amicable
adjustment of differences, the strike was declared as a last resort for
iustice.

The three leading daily newspapers of Colorado recognized the
justice of the strike.

The Rocky Mountain News, in its issue of March 7, had the fol-
lowing editorial on the ¢ Duty of the Governor:”

Governor Peabody’s position in regard to the labor trouble at Colorado City is—(1)
that he will take no steps toward recalling the troops or in any other direction until
next Monday develops the situation in Cripple Creek in regard to the shipment of ore
to the mills where the men are out, and (2) that he has done all that his duty requires
him to do, and will make no move, of his own volition, toward trying to get an
agreement between the men and the mill owners, or a conference between them, or
submission of the dispute to arbitration.

Such a view of the duty of the governor to the public is exceedingly narrow. His
office charges him with the duty of doing everything in his power to insure the peace
and prosperity of the State. At the present time there is no single matter in which
he can render more real service to the State and its people than by using his personal
and official influence to bring about a settlement of the strike in the mills at Colo-
rado City. Failing to move in that direction he fails in his highest duty as governor.

Should Mr. Peabody persist in that determination no other conclusion will be pos-
sible than that he favors the mill owners and wishes them to win, whether they be
rigII;t or wrong. :

is call for the National Guard was made after a consultation only with a sheriff
who had utterly failed to use the power of his own office, and with Manager MacNeill,
of the mill trust. The governor took their report for everything. He did not ask
the men for a statement. He did not consult with the people of Colorado Springs or
Colorado City. He did not send anybody down to inquire into the merits of the
quarrel or into the truth or falsity of reports of threats against property.

Almost every governor who has occupied the executive chair of this State has been
called on to interfere in labor difficulties or has voluntarily interested himself to
secure their adjustment. They have all felt that they were governors of the whole
people, and that whatever would tend to bring about an understanding or to promote
good feeling wag part of their duty.

There is no longer any serious attempt to deny that Sheriff Gilbert, of El Paso .

County, was negligent or willfully unmindful of his duty, and that the stories of threat-
ened danger at the mills were wild exaggerations. The sheriff would have had no diffi-
culty in procuring as many deputies as he required to preserve good order near the
mills. He did not try to get them, but, instead, in company with the manager of the
mill trust, rushed to Denver to procure an order from the governor that the National
Guard should do police duty in El Paso County, at a cost to the State of from $1,500

to $2,000 a day, or about $50,000 a month. The expenditure for the army isat a rate

sufficient to swallow up about one-half of the entire revenue of the State from its
4-mill levy. The presence of the soldiers is itself an irritation, and the irritation is
increased by the conduct of two or three of the officers, who seem to be on the ground
ag direct representatives of the governor and the mill trust to dispose the forces with-
out regard to the opinions of General Chase, whose is'in nominal command.

The legislature is in session and it is the business of that body to take official
notice of the situation. A petition was presented in the house yesterday, signed by
a large number of citizens of El Paso County, protesting against the presence of the
military. A majority of the house, voting almost strictly on party lines, refused the
petitioners the courtesy of having their paper read. By a vote of 29 to 19 it was
ordered laid on the table after only a few lines of it had been heard.

The legislature, or the senate, if the house will not act jointly, ought to appoint a
committee to visit the scene of the trouble immediately and report.

Matters will come to a focus in the Cripple Creek district on Monday, and a strike
on a number of mines in that district may result if the mill difficulty is allowed to
drift without action by the governor or the legislature. It will be no less than a
crime against the people if both the executive and legislative branches of the State
government do nothing toward securing an adjustment.
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The Denver Post contains the following in its issue of March 6:

This is the telegram sent to the Colorado City mill managers by the Denver Post:
YAre you willing to submit to arbitration the trouble between your company and
the mill workers employed by you, the arbitration board to be appointed by joint
urrangement of parties involved? Please answer at our expense.
“Tae Dexver Post.”

This is the reply:

“There is no trouble between our company and mill workers employed by us.
Onr employees are now-and have been perfectly satisfied with wages and treatment.
Wuges paid by us more and hours of labor less than ore reducing plants with whom we
compete. Our employees don’t ask to arbitrate. Our plants are full handed, and all
our employees and plants require is protection from the violence of outsiders not
uan)lu ed by us. We would be pleased to have your representative visit our plants

und fully investigate.
“C. M. MacNEILL,

¢ Vice-President and General Manager
““United States Reduction and Refining Company.”’

In the same issue of the Post the following editorial appears:

(. M. MacNeill, stand up!

Was not this telegram ofp yours indorsed by the other mine managers?

Is it not true that it is a subterfuge?

Is it not a brazen falsehood from beginning to end?

Is it not a carefully worded telegram, prepared to hoodwink the people of Colorado?

Is it not intended to make the people believe the mill managers are more sinned
against than sinning?

Are you not laughing at your own cunning and flattering yourself that you have
made a master stroke and have fooled the people?

Your answer to each of these questions, if you are truthful, must be:

l‘Yes.”

Read your own telegram, Mr. MacNeill.

““There is no trouble between our company and mill workers employed by us.”

Isit not a fact that your employees are on a strike? ’

You must answer ‘‘yes.”

“Our employees are now and have been perfectly satisfied with wages and treat-
ment.”’

Is is not a fact that your wages were so low that the men were hungry more than
half of the time?

Is it not true that your employees were forced to pay insurance and medical assess-
ments and trade in your stores?

Is it not true that many of your employees were forced to live in tents because you
would not pay them enough to pay for a house?

To each of these questions you must answer ‘‘yes.”’

‘‘Wages paid by us more and hours of labor less than ore-reducing plants with
whom we compete.”’

You know that is a barefaced lie, don’t you?

Is it not a fact that the Woods Investment Company pays higher wages for less
hours of work than do you?

Answer ‘‘yes.”

“‘Our employees don’t ask us to arbitrate.”

Is it not a fact that they have offered to arbitrate and you refused?

Ig it not a fact that yousay ‘‘there is nothing to arbitrate’’ to these men?

Is it not a fact that you are trying to break the union?

Is it not a fact that you have refused and do refuse to recognize the rights of men
to organize?

Do you not know this right is guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States,
that gives to every man the right of liberty and pursuit of happiness?

Do you not know that you are seeking to deprive these men of their liberty and
deprive them of their happiness by grinding them down to the level of serfs?

ou must answer “ Yes” to these questions or tell a deliberate lie.

HOur plants are full-handed, and all our employees and plants require is protec-
tion from the violeneo of outsiders not employed by us.”’

Do you not know that liow teem in every word of that sentence?

Creadthly an you hinve conchod that sentence, do you not know that it will not fool
the people of Colormdo?

In 16 it w faed thisd your plisnts aee not Toll-handed?
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Is it not a fact that there has been no violence? :

'Iis it n‘(P)t a fact that you had the troops called out knowing that there had been no
violence?

Did you not have the troops called out to awe men who were asking only that you
pay them money enough for their labor to allow them to live decently?

Is it not a fact that citizens of Colorado Springs and Colorado City to the number
of hundreds have signed petitions to Governor Peabody declaring that there was no
violence?

Do you not know that these troops are costing the State of Colorado $2,000 a day
and that there is absolutely no use of them in Colorado City?

Is it not a fact that you have those troops there just to excite violence?

You must answer ‘‘ Yes.”’

Is it not true that your company has $12,000,000 of watered stock and you pay
dividends on starvation wages?

Answer ‘“Yes.”

Don’t you know that you must answer ‘‘ Yes”’ to these questions?

This is what the Western Federation of Miners stands for:

““To secure compensation fully commensurate with the dangers of our employment
and the right to use our earnings free from the dictation of any person whomsoever.”’

Do you not indorse that for yourself personally? .

Answer ‘“ Yes.”

Is there any reason why every man should not indorse that?

You must answer ‘‘ No.”

Here is another point the miners stand for: 2

““To establish as speedily as possible, and so that it may be enduring, our right to
receive pay for labor performed inlawful money, and to rid ourselves of the iniquitous
and unfair system of spending our earnings where and how our employers, or their
agents or officers, may designate.”’

Is that not right?

Will you consent to anybody dictating to you how or where or when you will spend
your salary?

Here is another point the miners stand for:

To use all honorable means to maintain and promote friendly relations between
ourselves and our employers, and endeavor by arbitration and conciliation or other
pacific means to settle any difficulties which may arise between us, and thus strive to
make contention and strikes unnecessary.

Does this not show that your employees are ready to arbitrate?

Is it not an honorable and fair stand for a man or men to take?

You must answer ‘‘ Yes.”

Mr. MacNeill, stand up.

You are the Baer of Colorado.

The Cripple Creek Daily Press, of March 11, 1903, contained the
following editorial:

You were elected by the people of the State of Colorado, and when you took the
oathland assumed the duties of the office you did so as the servant of the whole
people.

Your acts during the past few days incline to the belief that you are not aware of :

this. You are evidently laboring under the impression that you are the servant of
the corporations.

As chief executive you are commander of the State militia, and, as such, are
directly responsible for the acts of the militia in the field on duty at your command.

You stated that the militia was sent to Colorado City to preserve ti;e peace.
wD_on"?t you know that your soldiers are doing all in their power to incite the strikers

riot’

Don’t you know that your soldiers are every day violating the law they are sup-
posed to enforce?

Don’t you know that the soldiers have confiscated the property of the strikers
withouftf; process of law and have refused to return said property to its rightful
owners

Don’t you know-that citizens have been denied the right of the public domain by
the militia?

Don’t you know that you are keeping the militia there when it is altogether
uncalled for and unjustifiable?

Don’t you know that one of your officers invaded the strike headquarters and
abused the men found there and was very profane in his language and ungentlemanly
in his conduct, and that his language was calculated to stir up strife and incite the
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men to some act whereby he might have some justification for keeping the troops
there?

Don’t you know that this same officer has stated he would picket with soldiers the
homes of the strike leaders,-and don’t you know that such an act would be wholly
contrary to the spirit of the Constitution, which guarantees every citizen the right of
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness? ‘

Don’t you know that your acts have been contrary to law and justice?

If you are not aware of these facts we take this method of informing you.

Now that you have been informed, what are you going to do about it?

Are you going to permit this outrageous condition to disgrace the fair name of
Colorado?

Are you going to be the governor of Colorado for the benefit of all the people or
for the moneyed class? :

You stated that no labor skate would be permitted to run your administration,
but you did not state that no corporation skate could dictate your policy.

A ‘great many believe that you are being influenced by corporation skates in con-
nection with the strike of the Colorado City mill men.

And don’t you believe they are fully justified in this belief? -

Of course we do not expect you to reply to these questions, because your actions
are all the reply that is necessary.

The mass meeting that was held in the Cripple Creek district, and
the meetings of other organized bodies in various parts of the State,

rotesting against the military being held in Colorado City as a strike-
Ereaking power, and the urgent demands that the differences be sub-
mitted to a board of arbitration, caused the governor to visit Colorado
City on the afternoon of March 11.

The Denver Post in its issue of March 12, after the governor had
returned to Denver from Colorado City, had the following to say
editorially:

THE PEOPLE WANTED ARBITRATION, NOT MILITARY REVIEW.

If Governor Peabody did not want his visit to the scene of the strike at Colorado

City to result in honest arbitration, he took exactly the right course.
e visited with the military. He had a heart-to-heart consultation with the mill

owners. He talked familiarly with the ¢ strike-breakers,”” usnally known as scabs.

But he failed to have anything to do with the men whose wrongs are the cause of
the strike. He neglected to consult with the citizens who know both sides of the case.

What the people of Colorado want is arbitration. The governor gave them a mili-
t%ry rgview. W hat the strikers want is justice. The governor gave them the cold
shoulder.

Does the governor court the worst?

The Rocky Mountain News had the following editorial in its issue
of March 14: ‘

SOME ADVICE BY REQUEST.

Governor Peabody said yesterday that the News had been criticising him so freely
that he would like the paper to tell him what it thought he should do to bring
about arbitration of the Colorado City strike.

Whether the governor’s expressed wish was an outburst of petulance or was caused
by a real desire to receive a suggestion, the News does not know, but it will try to
give the best advice it can. n

The first thing the governor should do to bring about arbitration is to believe that
there ought to be arbitration, and then to act as if he believed it. So far as the press
and public have been able to discover from the governor’s words and actions, he has
never given any intimation to the mill owners that he thought they should recognize
the union and arbitrate the differences. Never has he made any declaration to the
publi¢ that he thinks there should be arbitration.

As a first step toward facilitating arbitration, let him make the public statement

“that ho thinks the mill ownors should accept the proposal of the Western Federation

of Minerm and that thoy will desorve to be condemned if they fail to aceept it.
The governor should undermtand thnt the peoplo of this State, almost. without
exeoption, look on him a n paetlsn of the bl owners and think that the mill

M, Do, L, De-Y ]
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owners would have agreed to arbitration long ggo were it not that they expect to
have his full support whether they be right or wrong. This belief in the minds of
the people may do the governor an injustice, but if it does he is responsible for it,
and he only can remove it.

The conviction that the governor stands with the mill owners took deep root when
he called out the National Guard and rushed it to Colorado Springs. Manager Mac-
Neill, of the mill trust, came to Denver carrying in his pocket the request of Sheriff
Gilbert for troops. Nobody had any idea that troops were to be asked for. There
had been no disorder to warrant their entry on the scene. The sheriff of El Paso
County had made no effort to employ the peace force of the county. The municipal
authorities of Colorado City were preparecf alone to keep order.

But the governor and Manager MacNeill went into private conference and when
they came out the order to the troops came with them. The governor did not go to
Colorado City himself. He did not send anybody to investigate. He took the ex
parte statements of the manager of the mill trust and the request of an incompetent
sheriff as his warrant for sending a small army to Colorado City at an expense of
over $1,500 a day to the State.

Then the governor pushed aside the recognized officers of the National Guard and
gave some kind of a personal commission to Sherman Bell and James H. Brown,
both of whom have conducted themselves in exactly the right way to provoke
trouble. The appointment of Sherman Bell to be adjutant-general of the State troops,
beginning in April, is itself an indication of the most extraordinary ignorance or
recklessness on the part of the governor. A harebrained adventurer like Bell is
about the last man in the State who should be placed in a position so responsible as
that of adjutant-general.

The public conviction as to the governor’s mental attitude was fixed by his recent
trip to the scene of the strike. He talked with the men working in the mills, but
refused to go to a meeting of the strikers to which he was invited. Instead of spend-
in% the evening talking with the strikers and learning their opinions, he chose to
hold a social function in the Antlers Hotel. At another time a public reception in
the Antlers would have been in good taste. Under the circumstances which took
the governor to Colorado Springs it was in the worst possible taste, and no man with
an ounce of good judgment in public affairs ever could have been led into such an
indiscretion.

If the governor has any wish to invite public confidence in himself and his admin-
istration, he will recall Bell and Brown from Colorado City, revoke Bell’s appoint-
ment as adjutant-general, and require Brown to confine himself strictly to the duties
of his proper rank in the guard. .

The proposition of the union is that the mill owners shall select one arbitrator, the
Western Federation the second, and those two the third, the finding of the board to
be binding on both sides. ‘

If the governor believes that proposition to be fair, let him say so.

Then let the governor. notify the mill owners that if they will not accept that
proposition at the meeting this afternoon he will withdraw the National Guard from
Colorado City and will issue a statement to the puplic saying that the mill owners
are not disposed to be fair.

If the governor will take that attitude an agreement to arbitrate will be reached
betf)otre to-day’s sun goes down. If he says there must be arbitration there will be
arbitration.

The citizens of Colorado City to the number of more than 600 signed
a petition, which was presented to the governor requesting that the
State militia be recalled, but the governor remained as adamant to the
petition. Various petitions from different parts of the State flooded
the legislature, which was then in extra session, demanding that the
troops be recalled.

The governor could no longer maintain his position that *“ there was
nothing to arbitrate.” Public sentiment became so strong that he was
forced to use his office in bringing together both parties to the contro-
versy. The governor requested the mill managers and the repre-
sentatives of the Federation to meet at his office in the afternoon of
March 14 for the purpose of obtaining further personal information.
The Federation was represented by President Moyer and Secretary-
Treasurer Haywood, Wgo secured the temporary services of an attor-

b |
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ney. The mill owners were represented by their managers and
attorneys. The conference lasted from 2 o’clock Saturday afternoon
until 8 o’clock Sunday morning, with the following results:

Terms of the Portland mill: . :
First. That eight hours shall constitute a day’s work, in and around the mills,
with the exception of the sampling department, which may extend to ten hours per

day.

gecond. That in the employment of men by this company there shall be no dis-
¢rimination between union and non-union labor, and that no person shall be dis-
charged for reason of membership in any labor organization.

Third. That all men now on strike shall be reinstated within twenty days from
Monday, the 16th day of March, A. D. 1903, who shall have made application for
work within five days from said date. . . )

Fourth. That the management of the Portland Gold Mining ComFany will receive
and confer with any committee of the Colorado City Mill and Smeltermen’s Union,
No. 125, at any time within said twenty da,i,s upon the subject of a scale of wages.

Dated at Denver, Colo., this 14th day of March, A. D. 1903.

Frank G. PEck,

For the Portland Gold Mining Company.
CHARLES MOYER,

For Mill and Smeltermen’s Union.

Terms of the Telluride Mill: )

First. That eight hours a day shall constitute a day’s work in and
around the mills, with the exception of the sampling department,
which may be extended to ten hours per day.

Second. That in the employment of men by this company there
shall be no discrimination between union and nonunion labor, and that
no person shall be discharged for reason of membership in any labor
organization. ) .

Third. That all men formerly employed by the Telluride Reduction
Company shall be reinstated in the same positions which they occu-
pied in the mill at the time it closed down, it being understood that in
the new mill now under construction by the Telluride company that
there will be certain positions in the new mill which did not exist in
the mill as formerly operated, and that the agreement of the Telluride
company to the reinstatement of men shall agply to the positions in
the new mill which were in existence in the old mill.

Fourth. That the management of the Telluride Reduction Company
will receive and confer with any committee of the Colorado City Mill
and Smeltermen’s Union, No. 125, within any time after thirty days
from the date upon which the mill is placed in operation to consider a
wage scale.

Fifth. The Telluride Reduction Companz further agrees that dur-
ing the period of construction of this mill that it will employ as many
of its old employees as it finds practicable so to do. ) :

Manager MacNeill, of the Standard mill, who had at all times main-
tained a stubborn attitude, practically forced himself out of the con-
ference with the Portland and Telluride mill managers. President
Moyer and Secretary-Treasurer Haywood, at the request of t‘he gov-
ernor, accepted an invitation to meet the manager of the Standard
mill on Sunday, March 15,at 11 o’clock. The meeting took place at the
governor’s office, but all efforts on the part of the Federation repre-
sentatives to bridge the gulf were unavailing. Manager MacNeill
refused to reinstate the strikers, made no mention of the wage_s'he
would concede to his employees, nor would he consent to a recognition
of the union.
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The povernor agreed that he would withdraw the State militia pro-
viding the Western Federation of Miners would withdraw the suits
that were entered against officers of the Colorado National Guard. If
tho representatives of the Federation had refused to accede to the
demands made by the governor, the people of Colorado would have
had the inestimable privilege of continuing to donate $1,500 per day
as an expense account for soldiers on dress parade.

After it became known that the Telluride and Portland mill mana-
gers and the representatives of the Federation had arrived at a satis-
factory settlement there was general rejoicing, but amidst the jubila-
tion there could be heard strong words of denunciation for Manager
MacNeill of the Standard, who repudiated with haughty arrogance the
reasonable demands of the Federation representatives.

The governor failed to keep his promise that he would immediately
withdraw the troops, and the delay of the governor in issuing his
order recalling the State militia caused the following to be issued from
the headquarters of the Western Federation of Miners on March 17:

The representatives of the Western Federation of Miners, since the strike was
declared at Colorado City, have at all times held themselves in readiness to confer
with the mill managers for the purpose of bringing about an amicable adjustment of
differences. Formonths previous to the strike the officers of the Federation labored
early and late to bring about an honorable settlement which would prevent any
open rupture between the mill managers and their employees. The officers of the
Federation have given a respectful hearing to representatives in all departments of
business and at all times have shown a disposition to submit their grievances to a
board of arbitragtion. Had the mill managers manifested as earnest a desire to pour
oil upon the troubled waters as the Western Federation of Miners, the people of the

State of Colorado would never have been compelled to forward protests against the
executive of the State for his loyalty to corporate interests.

The governor, toward the close of the interview Sunday morning,
admitted without any solicitation that the representatives of the West-
ern Federation of Miners had gone more than three-fourths of the
way and had been more than fair in bringing about a settlement, and
that he would at once issue an order to withdraw the troops. The
governor admitted, after his personal investigation of affairs at Colo-
rado City, that he was unable to connect the strikers with any viola-
lation of law. In the interview that was held Sunday at the governor’s
office to arbitrate with Manager MacNeill the governor receded from
his former agreement to withdraw the troops. He asked the repre-
sentatives of the Western Federation of Miners for a further conces-
sion, namely, that he would immediately withdraw the troops provid-
ing that the Federation would withdraw all suits against the officers of
the State militia. The representatives of the Federation were again
magnanimous and accepted the proposition of the governor.

he governor intimated that we promised there would be no strike

in the Cripple Creek district. It would have been impossible to have

made this promise while MacNeill refused to recognize the Western

Federation of Miners. He refused to arbitrate and is largely respon-

?1ible for the situation that confronts the people of the Cripple Creek
istrict.

Charles Moyer, the president of the Federation, took his departure
for the Cripple Creek district on the afternoon of March 16 to hold
a conference with the members of District Union No. 1 as to future
action in reference to the Standard mill, whose manager absolutely
refused to recognize the Western Federation of Miners or their rep-
resentatives in the settlement of the strike. i
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President Moyer, after arriving in the Cripple Creek district, imme-
dintely went into conference with the district members, and it was
ngreed at said conference that the mines that were shipping ore to the
unfair mills should be requested to refrain from so doing or that the
mon on such mines would be called out. The conclusion arrived at by
the meeting was not put in execution until 4 o’clock in the afternoon
of March 17, at the request of a committee of business men, who labored
with MacNeill for a settlement of the strike. The committee of busi-
noess men failed to induce MacNeill to accept the terms proposed by
the representatives of the Federation, and the ultimatum of District
No. 1 went into effect. )

On March 17 the governor issued an order recalling the troops, and
on March 19 the State militia returned to their homes, and on the lat-
tor-mentioned date the governor appointed an advisory board to secure
ull the information obtainable from both sides of the controversy and
to make a full and detailed report of their conclusions in the premises.
"The advisory board that was appointed by the governor as a committee
of investigation resolved itself into an arbitration tribunal, regardless
of a protest entered by the Western Federation of Miners. This pro-
tost was based upon the grounds that the Federation had no voice in
the selection of the advisory board. ) .

The advisory board, on reaching Colorado Springs, went into a con-
ference with the representatives of the Mine Owners’ Association.
The conference lasted several hours behind closed doors, and after
adjournmert nothing was divu]ﬁed as to the results of the meeting.

The advisory board met with the strikers on the night of March
96 in Knights of Pythias hall in Colorado City, and after listening to
several addresses from the members of Mill and Smeltermen’s Union,
the meeting adjourned. ' .

The advisory board, on the 27th of March, received testimony from
the strikers. The evidence presented to the board showed a condition
in Colorado City that almost beggars description. It was Froven
beyond the shadow of a doubt that the employees of the mills were
unable to support their families on the miserable wages of the mill
trust. The testimony was of a character that made the coal barons of
Pennsylvania look like philanthropists. : ) . )

A committee of mining and business men of the Cripple Creek dis-
trict visited Colorado City in the afternoon and presented a proposition
to President Moyer to the effect that the strikers would be taken to
the Cripple Creek district and given employment, providing the strike
was declared off. The proposition was rejected by President Moyer
and the Mill and Smeltermen’s Union. )

The Rocky Mountain News of March 28 had the following tele-
graphic report of the visit of the mining and business men’s committee
from the Cripple Creek district: > )

A committee arrived from Victor this afternoon and immediately
went into conference with President Moyer and the union officials in
Colorado City. )

The committee was composed of Thomas Cornish, Frank Hart,
Charles Lee, Nelson Franklin, J. B. Cunningham, and J. H. Gardner.

They are business nnd mining men of the gold camp. Representatives
* of Distriet Union No. 1 wore present. John Harper, president of
the Vietor nnion: Dun Griffis, soerotary, and 1. Easterly came in the

I

Interests of the union nt YVietor,
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The committee was firm in its efforts to bring about an adjustment.
“We will put your men to work,” they said to President Moyer,
“‘pending the time Mr. MacNeill will take to reinstate your men.

e can find room for 100 or more. Mr. MacNeill has given a verbal
promise to reinstate your men and will do so. He dare not do other-
wise in the face of public sentiment in this State. We can guarantee
the reinstatement of your men. By next Monday morning every man
now on strike will be given work in the Cripple Creek district if you
will but say the word.”

Mr. Moyer and the union officials wished a written statement. If
Mr. MacNeill is willing to reinstate the men they consider that he
should say so, not only verbally, but that it should be one of the stipu-
lations in the agreement. He should do as the managers of the Telluride
and Portland mills have done, and insert a positive clause as to when
the men will be reinstated. Myr. Moyer said: ‘““ We want to know that
our men will be reinstated. Let Mr., MacNeill do as Mr. Peck and
Mr. Fullerton have done, and insert the time limit. All we want is
the change in the clause which specifies as to when the men shall be
put to work. Our men have homes here, and they will not leave.

The following ultimatum was delivered by President Moyer, of the
federation, on March 81 to Charles D. Hayt, chairman, and members
of the advisory board:

GENTLEMEN: The Western Federation of Miners since its birth has never ignored
the rights of any element of society. It has been the disposition of the organization
to avoid, by all honorable means, a war between the employer and employee.

‘We realize that when capital and labor confront each other on the industrial bat-
tlefield that various interests suffer through a long and protracted struggle. The
aim of our organization is to build and not destroy.

We appreciate the efforts of the operators and the business men of the Cripple
Creek district who have demonstrated their amity in cooperation to avert a struggle
that may paralyze the industries of Colorado.

The Western Federation of Miners entertains for many of the mine managers of
the Cripple Creek district the highest regard, and are not ungrateful for the fairness
and justice that have prevailed in the far-famed mining district since the days of
1894. It is our desire that the cordial and friendly relations that have existed for
%ears between the miners and their employers of the Cripple Creek district shall not

e disrupted if it is possible to maintain such relations by an honorable adjustment
of the present differences.

The propositions submitted to the Western Federation of Miners by Manager Mac-
Neill are vague and misleading. While his propositions may have the veneer of a
disposition to act honorably and fairly with the members of the Mill and Smelter-
men’s Union No. 125, they admit of interpretations that question his intentions of
dealing justly with organized labor in the future. It seems that his propositions
have been draited to furnish loopholes through which he might escape if emergen-
cies arose.

The Western Federation of Miners can not accept, in honor to the organization,
the propositions as presented by Manager MacNeill. The acceptance of Manager
MacNeill’s basis of settlement would be dishonorable to the managers of the Port-
land and Telluride mills, who have met the Federation on fair ground and honorably
adjusted the differences of contention.

But while we refuse to accept the conditions of settlement as we interpret them
from the propositions set forth by Manager MacNeill, we will demonstrate our feel-
ing of appreciation for the public, the business interests of Colorado, and the advisory
board who have labored zealously to bring about an amicable settlement.

The chairman of the board, in an official communication addressed to the publie,
expresses the belief that the differences seem one of form as to the agreement rather
than upon the result which we think will be certain to follow if either of the propo-
sitions shall be adopted.

The chairman and the members of the advisory board have certainly placed a
charitable construction onthe propositions of Manager MacNeill; the Western Federa-
tion of Miners, to be ag magnanimous and as generous in the construction of Manager
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¢ E'N-Nvlll’u propositions as the advisory board, are willing that you place Manager

weNeill on probation and give him until the 18th day of May, 1908, to carry out the
l‘ufn and impressions of the advisory board. : 5 . S
You may give him a fair trial and an opportunity to reinstate the men m\_'ol\'fi
il thereby prove his sincerity as to his conduct toward organized labor in the
“‘l\'{’?\’}zrunt this concession in appreciation of those who have assisted and dealt fairly
With us and whose interests would suffer through a prolonged struggle. -
Wa make this concession in appreciation of the advisory board and of those parties
who have interested themselves to prevent an industrial conflict.
- CeariEs H. MoYER.

The ultimatum of President Moyer was presented to Manager Mac-
Neill by the advisory board, and the strike which lasted a period of
forty-seven days passed into history. o _

The refusal of the governor to incorporate in his call convening the
logislature in extra session a recommendation for the enactment of an
slrht-hour law resulted in the smeltermen of Denver presentin the
lu*lowing petition to the manager of the American Smelting and Refin-

1 .
‘““ (,ompany. DEeNVER, Covo., June 17, 1903.
W the American Smelting and Refining Company: ‘ ’

We, your employees, holding membership in the Denver Mill and Smeltermen’s
Union, No. 93, W.'F. M., desire to call your attention to the fact that thousands of
the members of our organization are enjoying the privilege of an eight-hour workday,

il are receiving for the same a compensation in many instances far above that now

ing paid by your company for ten and twelve hours for the same class of labor.

of. only is this so, but the large majority of workmen engaged in producing the ores

hich are reduced in the smelters operated by your company are ‘working but eight

Euurs and are receiving for the sgme al\twage exceeding that of the highest paid twelve-
ir workmen employed in said smelters. )

oll\k'ter due consigerition we have concluded that, owing to the hazardous and
unhealthful nature of our employment, we are at least entitled to the same condition
nnd system of working as others employed in the production and reduction of ores,
i hereby request that beginning July 1, 1903, a day’s work, which now consists
ol ten amf, twelve hours in and around the smelting plants known as the Globe
und Grant, located in the city of Denver, be reduced to eight hours.

We believe this request to be a just and righteous one and sincerely trust that your
tompany may see the way clear to granting the same.

Respectfully,
[8EAL.] . Joe Scorr,
ANTONE STANSKE,
RoBERT WITHERS,
Parrick F. Hamaway,
WiLLiaMm L. SmrTH,
Hans Orson,
CuARLES NARDIS,
Commilttee.

The petition was ignored, and a strike of the Denver smeltermen
followed on the 3d of July. The American Smelting and Reﬁmn%
(lompany immediately applied for police protection and later secure
un injunction, nowithstanding the fact that this company had not com-
plied with the laws of Colorado and were not entitled to equity in the
courts of the State. In substantiation of the statement we submit the
following:

Mic. 11, Every corporation, joint stock company, or association incorporated by
or undor any general or special law of this State, or by any general or special law of
Wity foreign” State or kingdom, or of any State or Territory of the United States,
Beyond tho limits of this State, shall, within sixty days after the 1st day of January

i eneh yenr, commencing with the year 1902, make and file an annual report in the
olllee of the secretary of state.
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Dexver, Covo., July 16, 1903.
This is to certify that the American Smelting and Refining Company, a foreign
corporation, capitalized for $100,000,000, has not paid their annual State corporation
license tax for the years 1901, 1902, and 1903.

[sEAL.] Joax A. HoLMBERG,
Auditor of State.

StaTE oF COLORADO,

Office of the Secretary of State.
Unitep STATES OF AMERICA, State of Colorado, ss: ey w

I, James Cowie, secretary of state of the State of Colorado, do hereby certify that
I have caused the indices of this office to be carefully examined, and do not find that
the Alréx(;ezrncan Smelting and Refining Company has filed an annual report for the
year i

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the great seal of
the State of Colorado, at the city of Denver, this 16th day of July, A. D. 1903.

James Cowig, Secretary of State.
By TmmorrY O’CoNNOR, Deputy.

In order to prove that the American Smelting and Refining Company
was one of the chief factors in bribing the legislature and defeating
the enactment of an eight-hour law we submit the following:

DEenvER, Covo., February 3, 1903.

Dear Sir: Pursuant to your request that you be kept advised of the situation in
Colorado State }eflslat,ure in regard to proposed legislation, we 'beg to inform you
that the Senatorial contest being now out of the way, both branches of the legislature
have settled down to the other business of the session.

Several bills have been introduced providing for an eight-hour law in respect to
labor employed in smelters and underground mines. These bills are being vigor-
ously contested by the American Smelting and Refining Company, the Colorado Fuel
and Iron Company, and other corporations more directly interested in defeating the
measure than is the Union Pacific Railroad Company. We think the contest will
be a close one in respect to these measures, as the labor element is still very power-
ful in the politics of this State. We think the bills above mentioned are all so far
introduced which are prejudicial to the company’s interests, directly or indirectly.

Very truly, yours,
TeLLErR & Dogrsey,

General Allorneys.
Horace G. Borr, Esq.,

President, Omaha, Nebr.

We make the claim that the American Smelting and Refining Com-
pany is in a better position to-day to accede to our demands than it has
been for several years. The perfecting of machinery and the displace-
ment of labor which has been brought about through inventive genius
has enabled the smelting trust to treat ores cheaper than ever in the
history of the country.

On Monday, August 10, the miners of the Cripple Creek district
responded to the call of the district union and threw down the imple-
ments of their hazardous vocation. The walkout in the Cripple Creek
district has been the result of the arbitrary action of the United States
Reduction and Refining Company in the treatment of members of the
Western Federation of Miners.

The commission, together with the business men of the Cripple Creek
district, made eloquent pleas to the committee who had charge of the
strike to place the manager of the mill trust on probation, actuated by
the belief that Mr. MacNeill would grant ultimately the demands of
the Western Federation of Miners. President Moyer declared an
armistice until the 18th of May. When the delegates met in the
eleventh annual convention of the Western Federation of Miners on
the 25th of May, the situation was minutely surveyed, and the con-
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Adnaus of opinion was unanimous that the mill trust antagonized every
pinciple of orﬁanized labor, and that Manager MacNeill had no inten-
on ()lJ giving the slig}iltest recognition to the demands of the Federation.

The members of the Cripple Creek District Union No. 1 exhausted
syvory effort to bring about an amicable adjustment of differences that
would be fair and honorable between employer and employee, but
fiulled to clear the sky of the storm that was gathering and which has
now burst between organized labor and organized capital. |

The Denver Post, in its issue of August 11, under the caption of a
" Page of history that won’t stay turned down,” has the following to
HILY:

Impending in Colorado is what is believed to be the greatest fight ever waged
hustween the mining interests and their employees. ]

Many blame this condition of affairs to corporate interests whose influence pre-
yonted the enactment of an eight-hour law by the fourteenth general assembly in
panponse to the demand of more than 70,000 voters of Colorado. By a majority of
Iore than 40,000 the people of Colorado demanded of the legislature an eight-hour
bill in mine and smelter and kindred industries.

T'he political platforms of the Democratic and Republican parties declared in favor
of an eight-hour law, and on this platform every one of the 65 members of the house
and 85 members of the senate was elected. Ty

In both house and senate the corporations got in their work in the beginning of
the session. Although Stephen, a Republican, in the house, and Moore, a senator,
Introduced eight-hour bills—No. 1 in each branch—these bills were made light of
und jobbed throughout the session of ninety days only to defeat the will of the peo-
ple and obey the dictates of the corporations. J ;

In the two political State conventions and in the State election the corporations
were idle. They bided their time. They knew it was not necessary to spend money
olther in conventions or elections. They knew that it could be done easier in the
legislature. How well the representatives of the corporations had gaged the situation
Iy npparent. They were successful in keeping down an eight-hour day. y

e Stephen bill included ‘“underground workings attending blast furnaces in
smelters or ore-reduction works, stamp mills, chlorination or cyanide mills, leeching
works, attending smelting furnaces producing metal or matte.”” The Moore bill,
included “underground mines and workings, smelters, chlorination or cyanide ore-
reduction works and blast furnaces.”

The introduction of two bills, one in the house and one in the senate, was only
for confusion and as an excuse to dicker and fight through ninety days, so that the
eight-hour law would fail and the demands of the people of olorado could be
ignored and the demands of the corporations granted.

While there is seemingly no connection between the various strikes and the labor
troubles, all are traceable in a general way to this failure on the part of the legislature.

First came the strike of the Colorado City mills, when the governor rushed the
troops to that point. There was a partial settlement of this trouble and the men
returned to work.

Numerous minor strikes in scattered mines followed, including one in the Sun and
Moon in Idaho Springs, and then the men in the Globe and Grant smelters in Denver,
numbering 1,000, walked out. » ]

Starting Monday was the walk out of miners in the Cripple Creek district, and now
comes word from Telluride that the miners of the San Juan district, commenting on
the mistakes of the legislature, have demanded that they be given an cight-hour duy
not Jater than September 1.

There is no doubt that the demand of the San Juan miners will be refused, result-
ing in a general walk out of the men in that district. That the trouble will sproad to
every mine and kindred industry in Colorado there can be no doubt.

This means idleness for thousands of men; loss of millions of dollars to the State;
crippling of every business in Colorado. .

This demand for an eight-hour law dates back a dozen years, when the miners’ and
gmeltermen’s union requested an eight-hour day. Out of this request, indirectly,

yorhaps, grew the troubles in Leadville, the Cripple Creek district, the Telluride
c'\lﬂl.ric.t,, Aspen, and other distriets, the smelter strikes, and other difficulties. It was

1o forover end these differences that the miners and smeltermen brought about the
sbmimion to (ho people fornn aight-hour day that peace might be guaranteed. The
sanuent wiw indorsod by nomajority of more than 40,000 votes, but the corporations
tofontod 1 in tho leglslntaro,

¥



26 STATEMENT OF THE WESTERN FEDERATION OF MINERS.

Realizing now that they can not hope to secure from the legislature needed relief,
the miners and smeltermen of the State have taken the matter in charge, the result
of which will be the greatest struggle ever waged in this or any other State between
the unions on one hand and the allied corporations on the other.

The document of the mine owners, introduced by Senator Scott,
declares that ‘““on account of the machinations and methods of the
Western Federation of Miners, the metalliferous mining industry of
the West has been in a chaotic state for a long period of years. That
a person was operating his property one day under satisfactory condi-
tions was no guaranty that he would be able to do so the next.

The Mine Owners’ Association of the Cripple Creek district, on
August 12, two days after the strike was called, issued a public state
ment, which contained the following:

At the time this strike was called and, in fact, ever since the settlement of the
labor difficulties of 1894, the most entire harmony and good will has prevailed
between the mine owners and employees in the district. Wages and hours of labor
have been satisfactory and -according to union standards, and general labor condi-
tions have been all that could be wished.

It is strange that there is such a contrast in the document framed
by the mine owners to be considered by the United States Senate
and the public proclamation that was issued on August 12. With
reference to the strike of 1894 the document of the mine owners con-
tains the following:

The settlement was made, and the agreement of settlement has since been known
as the ‘“ Waite agreement,’” as it was negotiated by Governor Waite on behalf of the
miners’ union. He was appointed by them for this purpose by power of attorney,
and it is probably the only instance in the labor history of this country where the
governor of a State has acted as the agent for the one party in a controversy of this
character and has forced a settlement by virtue of his control of the military arm of
the government.

In addition to the provisions ultimately inserted in the agreement, Governor Waite
ingisted that only union men be employed in the mines and that all strikers who had
been engaged in acts of lawlessness should be immune from arrest. These two points
were resisted by the operators and were finally waived. The agreement ultimately
entered into and signed by Governor Waite as the representative of the union pro-
vided that eight hours should constitute a day’s work, that the minimum wage about
the mines should be $3, and that there should be no discrimination against union
men in the hiring and discharge of labor. This agreement has controlled the Cripple
Creek district with regard to hours and wages ever since.

This statement of the mine owners is silent upon the matter of dis-
crimination, and this silence is probably due to the fact that the
Strong mine, in which Senator Scott is largely interested, as well as
other mines, including the Ajax, the Elkton, and El Paso, made a
specialty of discharging union men. It isa well-known fact that it
has required eternal vigilance on the part of the unions of the
Western Federation of Miners to maintain the partially fair condi-
tions which existed prior to the present strike.

Some three years ago the mine operators met in a secret caucus
in Colorado Springs and formulated a plan to merge the various
mining properties into a foreign syndicate, ask for the appointment
of a receiver, then reduce wages, and call upon the Federal Govern-
ment for troops to assist them in the infamous scheme of violating the
agreement of 1894.

The present strike has been one of the most remarkable that bas
ever been waged in the history of organized labor. During all the
present conflict there has been no violence on the part of union men,
and at all times the civil authorities were amply able to maintain law
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und order until the advent of the State militia. President Moyer, in
un address to the members of the Western Federation of Miners, on
August 15, at Pinnacle Park, in the Cripple Creek district, counseled
the miners in the following significant words: ‘I sincerely trust and
advise that nothing be done during this trouble that will be in violation
of the law. If men should feel it their duty to take a position against

ou who are striving to procure your rights you will do nothing but
ﬁarm your position %)y resorting to violation of the laws.”

Notwithstanding the fact that the strike had been in progress for
nearly a month without any violation of law, yet the governor, on the
4th of September, dispatched Brig. Gen. John Chase, Lieut. T. E.
MecClelland, and the attorney-general of the State, N. C. Miller, as a
commission to visit the Cripple Creek district and make known to him
the findings of their investigations. The following, clipped from the
Rocky Mountain News, will give an idea of the work performed by
the commission:

The hasty departure of the governor’s commission this morning satisfied the
striking miners that the visitors had come to a conclusion to advise calling out the
troops. The commissioners arrived at Victor last night at 9.30 and were met at the
train by a committee from the Mine Owners’ Association. After a consultation of
about one hour the commissioners came to Cripgle Creek, arriving here at 11.40.
They were met at the depot and taken to the Mine Owners’ Association headquarters.
One hour later Sheriff Robertson was notified that he was wanted, and remained in
conference for about two hours. A special train was then engaged and the three
commissioners went over the Short Line to Colorado Springs, leaving at 4.10 this
morning.

Union men were not consulted. '
The following statement was issued by a unanimous vote of the
board of county commissioners:

‘Whereas the board of county commissioners of Teller County have been advised
that the governor of the State of Colorado has sent the militia to this county for the
pretendes purposes of suppressing a riot that does not now and never did exist, and
to protect property and individual residents of the county that are not in danger; and

&herea,s it has ‘been falsely reported throughout the State that property and life
were in danger in Teller County, now, therefore, the board of county commissioners
of Teller County, do protest— . : .

First. That the property and individuals are as safe in this county:as elsewhere in
the State. ) .

Second. That the sheriff of Teller County is perfectly able to handle the situation
“here, and has been authorized by the board to employ any and all deputies neces-
sary to protect property and life, which, in the opinion of the board, he is doing.

Third. That there has been no unusual assembly of men and no more violence than
at other times. That the parties guilty of the late agsanlts will be apprehended by
the civil authorities and prosecuted. The State troops can in no way aid in appre-
hending these parties. o

Fourth. That the citizens of the county are law-abiding and are
power to avoid trouble. eh

Fifth. That the governor of this State, without cause thercfor, has sent the militia
to this county, and by so doing engenders ill feeling, prolongs the strike and does
a great injury to the Cripple Creek mining district. i -

Sixth. It is the judgment of the board of county commissioners that the commis-
gion sent by Governor Peabody to this county to investigate the strike situation was
not sent for an honest purpose, but as a cloak to cause the people of the State of
Colorado to believe that the law officers of Teller County were unable to handle the
wtrike situation. :

This statement is made because the commission sent by the governor did not
mitke an honest. investigation of the situation. The commission reached here at

doing all in their

0,80 p. . Trnesday and left ab 4 o'clock Friday morning, remaining in the camp

T

loga than eight hourn,
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Sheriff Robertson issued the following statement:

The commission sent by the governor of the State of Colorado to investigate the
strike situation in Teller County called on me at midnight Thursday, the 3d instant.
I went to the National Hotel, at Cripple Creek, reaching there at about 12.30 a. m.
Friday. I was with the commission about two hours, and fully explained the situ-
ation. I stated to the commission that I had authority to employ all the deputies I
needed and that I had the situation in hand; thatI had made arrests, and was going
to make more; that there was no trouble, and that I had every assurance that there
would be none. But in three hours after I left the commission the members thereof
departed for Denver, and I believe there is no occasion for the militia here, as I can
handle the situation.

There is no trouble in the district, and has been none, as well as no unusual
assembly of men. Saloons are closed at midnight. The sending of troops here is a
usurpation of authority on the part of the governor. The action of the governor
will have much to do toward injuring the district to such an extent that it will be a
long time before recovery will be had. As sheriff of Teller County I do solemnly
protest against the militia being sent here at this time.

H. M. RoserrsoN, Sheriff.

On the afternoon of September 5 a mass meeting was held by the
citizens of Victor, and, after listening to addresses, t,%)e following reso-
lutions were adopted and circulated for signatures, to be forwarded to
the governor:

‘Whereas a certain detachment of the Colorado State Militia has already been
landed in the Cripple Creek district, with others to follow; and

Whereas according to published statements of Adjutant-General Bell, printed this
morning, martial law is threatened in every incorporated and unincorporated town
of Cripple Creek district; and

Whereas the vilest sort of misrepresentation has been employed in the effort to
have the camp invaded by military: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, By the people of Victor and the entire Cripple Creek district, that we
deplore the action taken by Governor Peabody in sending troops to Teller County,
and condemn the same as unwarranted by the facts, and as anarchistic in its incep-
tion, spirit, and consequences. F

We do hereby most emphatically protest against the threatened declaration of
martial law in the community of Cripple Creek district as a further invasion of our
rights and liberties as American citizens.

We protest that Mayor French, Postmaster Reardon, and Banker Rollestone, who
corralled the governor’s advisory commission while the same was on its brief and
stealthy visit of ‘‘investigation’ night before last, do not represent the people of
Victor in asking for the State soldiery. The necessity has not existed for troops, and
the people have not asked for them. Instead of being a lawless community, as a
few high-toned anarchists seem to want the outside world to believe, the Cripple

Creek district is one of the quietest and most peaceable of its size of any community .

in the country.

Two comparative trifling instances of lawlessness have occured in the home camp
since the miners’ strike was declared, but these all fair-minded people will agree are
liable to happen at any time and at any place. :

We deprecate the strike that is now on, and upon this occasion do not wish to go
into the merits of the unfortunate controversy, but we do wish to express our confi-
dence in the ability of our county and city officials to maintain law and order and
protect life and property.

In the Denver Post of September 5 the following statement was made:

Members of the Cripple Creek District Mine Owners’ Association guaranteed the
expenses of the troops ordered to the Cripple Creek district before Governor Pea-
body would agree to sign the order. He was not willing to order out the troops,
despite the seeming urgency of the case, because of the financial condition of the
State. He stated his position frankly, and the mine owners finally agreed to bear
tl;he expense of calling out the troops. They will ask the State to reimburse them

ater.

The estimate of the daily expense made yesterday is said to be far too low. During
the first ten days the soldiers are entitled to $2 per day. During that period, there-
fore, the average daily expense is expected to exceed $2,000, and it may be as high
asd$2,500. After ten days the daily expense will be reduced to from $1,200 to $1,500
a day.

|
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Certificates of indebtedness will be issued drawing 4 per cent interest. They
will be drawn against the military fund and the mine owners will cash them and
carry the State—*‘it may be for years and it may be forever.” i

E. A. Colburn, president of the association, and W. A. Bainbridge, treasurer, made
the agreement on behalf of the mine owners. Governor Peabody admitted yesterday
that such an arrangement had been made, and said that inasmuch as no class of per-
sons would derive more benefit out of the restoration of normal conditions in the
district than the mine owners, he did not consider it unreasonable for them'to pay
the expense of the militia.

The mine owners do not relish having to pay the freight, believing that the State
is required to maintain peace within its borders and protect -the lives of its citizens
and the property which they own. However, they decided that it would be better
to pay the cost and resume production in their mines than to wait indefinitely and
take chances on their property being damaged.

What the total cost will be is problematical.
$40,000, and it may be much more than that.

Here is an open and direct confession from the governor of the
State to the effect that if the mine owners were willing to pay for
the use of the State militia, the armed power of the State was at their
service. The governor, in his shameless disregard of the rights of
the laboring classes, unqualifiedly and brazenly admitted that inasmuch
as no class of persons would derive more benefit out of the restoration
of normal conditions in the district than the mine owners, he did not
consider it unreasonable for them to pay the expense of the militia.

The citizens of the city of Cripple Creek heYd a meeting on Sep-
tember 6, and after listening to able addresses in denunciation of the
action of the governor, the following resolutions were adopted;

Whereas a detachment of the Colorado State militia have already been landed in
the Cripple Creek district, with others to follow; and

Whereas, according to public statements of Adjutant-General Bell, martial law is
present in every incorporated town in the Cripple Creek district; and

Whereas the greatest misrepresentation has been employed in the effort to have
the camp invaded by the soldiery.

Resolved, By the people of Cripple Creek and the entire Cripple Creek district in
mass meeting assembled in Cripple Creek this 6th day of September, 1903, that we
deplore the action taken by Governor Peabody in sending troops to Teller County
and condemn the same as unwarranted by the facts and most anarchistic in its incep-
tion and spirit, and consequently we do hereby most eraphatically protest against
the present declaration of martial law in the communities of the Cripple Creek dis-
trict as a further invasion of our rights and liberties as American citizens.

We protest that those people who corraled the governor’s advisory commission
while on its brief visit of ‘‘investigation” Thursday night, do not represent the
people of Cri%ple Creek in asking for. the soldiery. The necessity has not existed
for troops, and the people have not asked for them. Instead of being a lawless com-
munity, as a few high-toned anarchists seem to want the outside world to believe,
the Cripple Creek district is one of the quietest and most peaceable for itssize of any
community in the country.

Two comparatively trifling incidents of lawlessness have occurred in the whole
camp since the strike was declared, but these, all fair-minded men agree, are liable
to happen at any time and at any place.

We deprecate the strike that is now on, and upon this occasion do not wish to go
into the merits of the unfortunate controversy; but do wish to express our conlidence
in the ability of our county and city officials to maintain law and order and to protect
life and property.

In addition to the protests of the sheriff of the county, the board of
county commissioners, the city council of Victor, the citizens in mass
meetings at Victor and Cripple Creek, a petition was circulated and
signed T)y 3,000 citizens, which was presented to the governor, calling
for the withdrawal of the military, but the petition was denied, as the
mine owners were paying for the use of the soldiers, and the governor
soemoed to hoe undurnbli'\;nl,imm to fulfill his contract. On September
10 two nerests wore mndo withont clinrges, warrant, or process of law,

It is not likely to be less than
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From this time dates the reign of military mob rule in the State of
Colorado which has called forth the resolutions introduced by Senator
Patterson.

Even the chairman of the board of county commissioners, P. J.
Lynch, who is a member of the Western Federation of Miners, was
forced to suffer the humiliation of being taken from his home and
brought to the military camp of Generals Chase and Bell to explain
his conduct for daring to express his opinion as an American citizen.
The liberty of every citizen who has not been inaccord with the brutal
programme of the Mine Owners’ Association has beenthreatened. The
judiciary, which law and all established precedent have declared shall
be free and untrammeled, has been invaded by the military power of
the State, and the judge upon the bench has been forced under pro-
test to submit to the arrogant decrees formulated by the mine opera-
tors and enforced by the militia under the command of an executive
who has subverted the highest office in the gift of the people of the
State to serve the corporations in their bruta% ersecution of men for
no crime save that they were members of the Western Federation of
Miners and loyal to the principles proclaimed by that organization.

During the session of the district court the city of Cripple Creek
bristled with bayonets and even a Gatling gun was taken from Camp
Goldfield and placed in close proximity to the court-house, commanding
all approaches. The roofs of buildings became the camping ground
of sﬁar shooters, and the court room was filled with detachments of
militia for the purpose of having an influence upon the decision of the
court in the trial OF the four men on writs of habeas corpus. John H.
Murphy, attorney for the Western Federation of Miners, and ex-
Attorney-General Eugene Engley protested in vain against the presence
of an armed soldiery in the court room, but their protests were fruit-
less and they finally withdrew from the court, refusing to remain while
the court was stacked with the implements of war. Judge Seeds, after
listening to the lengthy argument of Attorney Crump in support of
the position of the military authorities, took the same under advise-
ment, and the next day readered his decision, which denied the right
of the militia to subordinate civil law or arrest citizens without war-
rant or process of law.

When the judge had finished the reading of hisdecision and ordered
the military authorities to release the four men who were held as pris-
oners, General Chase arose in the court room and refused to comply
with the order of the court. The prisoners were taken back to the
military ““bull pen,” and in the meantime Governor Peabody called
into consultation with him Judges Hayt and Helm, both of whom have
occupied seats on the supreme bench of the State. After several
hours of consultation an order was issued by the governor to the mili-
tary authorities in the Cripple Creek district to comply with the order
of the court, and the prisoners were released and permitted to return
to their homes.

The State militia on the night of September 29 committed an out-
rage that is without precedent in the history of this country. The
Victor Record, a daily paper published in the heart of the Cripple
Creek district, championed the cause of the miners, and gave space
in its columns for the publication of the official statements issued by
the members of the executive board.

The printing establishment was raided by a band of arrogant mili-
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tnrists, and the editor and manager, George E. Kyner; Walter Sweet,
circulator; H. J. Richmond, foreman; Frank M. Langdon, linotyper,
und George Basham were *“bull penned” by the Cossacks, whose dig-
nity had been wounded by the publication of the truth. They were
kept in the bull pen for a period of twenty-four hours before being
dnhvered to the civil authorities on writs of habeas corpus. :

During the latter part of the month of November military authori-
ties in the Cripple Creek district practically. placed the towns of Inde-
pendence and Altman under martial law. Iollowing the Vindicator
explosion the following-named parties were arrested and placed in the

military ¢“ bull pen:” Charles G. Kennison, W. F. Davis, John School-

craft, Gus Johnson, J. B. Isbell, Bob Rowland, Victor Poole, Harry
Williams, Ed Fleming, H. P. Jones, Sherman Parker, Frank Chase,
and Bob Adams. No one was allowed to enter or leave the towns of
Altman and Independence and civil process was suspended.

The imprisonment of these men took place previous to the proc-
lamation issued by the governor declaring qualified martial law in
Teller County. On December 4 the following came from the executive
chamber of the State:

SPECIAL ORDER No. 543,

DeceMBER 4, 1903.
Maj. H. A. NAYLOR,
Commanding Officer Troops, Cripple Creek District,
Teller County, Colo., Camp Goldfield, Victor, Colo.:

You will proceed with a cavalry escort of 50 men and have Maj. Tom E. McClelland
accompany you and read aloud the following proclamation in the city of Victor first,
Goldfield second, Independence third, Altman fourth, Cripple Creek fifth, and Ana-
conda sixth, namely:

State or CoLorapo, Execurive CraMBER, Denver:

PROCLAMATION.

Whereas it appearing to my satisfaction that there exists in Teller County, Colo.,
one or more organizations controlled by desperate men, who are intimidating the
civil authorities, and who are setting at defiance the constitution and laws of the State
of Colorado, and that the citizens of said county of Teller by reason of the threats,
intimidations, and crimes committed by certain lawless persons in said county are
unable to enjoy their civil rights; and

Whereas the civil authorities of said county of Teller do not appear to be either
able or willing to control such bodies of men, or prevent the destruction of property
and other acts of violence; and

Whereas on Saturday, the 21st day of November, A. D. 1903, in said Teller County,
State of Colorado, certain persons, at present unknown, did then and there blow up
th(la shaft (i[ the Vindicator mine, and thereby wantonly destroyed property of great
value; and

Whereas at said time and place two employees of said mine were instantly killed
by said explosion; and !

Whereas but a few days previous thereto an attempt was made by certain lawless
persons to derail and wreck a passenger train of the Florence and Cripple Creek
Railroad by the removal of spikes and the loosening of rails, thereby endangering
lifo and property; and

Whereas said destruction of property, with attendant loss of life by mob violence

us nhove set forth, is but a repetition of outrages covering a long period of time just
pised in said county, during which time citizens have lost their lives without the
offondars being apprehended or punished therefor; and

Whaorens the elvil anthoritied have shown themselves either unable to deal with
thewo erimbnnds wnd o bring them to punishment or else are unwilling to perform
thobe duty by reason of threants nnd Inl.‘miclu!imm or through fear or subserviency to
pich hiody of Tuw o wnd wrimin] o, mo that nostde of lawlessness exists in said

aonnty ol Teller, the Divws wre el b detimwes, and ths eitizons nee nnable to enjoy
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the rights guaranteed them by the constitution and laws of this State, and by reason
of these conditions it appears that life and property are unsafe in said county; and

Whereas I have reason to believe that similar outrages may occur at any time,
and believing the civil authorities of said county of Teller are utterly unable, unwil-
ling, and making no practical attempt to preserve order and to protect life and
property:

Now, therefore, I, James H. Peabody, governor of the State of Colorado, by virtue
of the authority in me vested, do hereby proclaim and declare the said county of
Teller, in the State of Colorado, to be in a state of insurrection and rebellion.

In testimoney whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed the
great seal of the State in the city of Denver, the gtate capital, this 4th day of Decem-
ber, A. D. 1903.

[sEaL.] James H. Peavopy.

By the governor—

Attest:

James Cowik, Secretary of State.
SHERMAN M. BELL,
Brigadier-General, Adjutant-General, State of Colorado.

By command of James H. Peabody, governor and commander in chief.

Previous to the issuance of the above proclamation the following
telegram was sent to the President of the United States:

DeNvVER, December 1, 1903.
His Excellency, THEODORE ROOSEVELT,
President of the United States, Washington, D. C.:

At the present time officers of the State of Colorado, under the guise and pretext
of enforcing law, have ordered a large number of reputable and self-sustaining citi-
zens and residents to leave Telluride, Colo., under penalty of being imprisoned or
otherwise severely dealt with. These -citizens and residents are not guilty of any
crime against the laws of the State or United States. The Constitution and laws of
the United States pertaining to civil rights are being flagrantly violated, and we call
upon Erou under the civil rights statutes and under section 1988 of the Revised Stat-
utes of the United States to investigate conditions prevailing there and give to these
personsd who have been so outraged the protection guaranteed to them by the law of
the land.

ExecutivE BoArDp, WESTERN FEDERATION OF MINERS.
By WiLLiAm D. Haywoob, Secretary.

The section of the revised Federal statutes referred to in the tele-
gram reads:

SEec. 1988. Whenever the President has reason to believe that offenses have been,
orare likel$ to be, committed against the provisions of chapter 7 of the title ‘‘ Crimes,”’
within any judicial district, it shall be lawful for him, in his discretion, to direct the
judge, marshal, and district attorney of such district to attend at such place within
the district, and for such time as he may designate, for the purpose of the more
speedy arrest and trial of persons so charged, and it shall be the duty of every judge
orother officer when any such requisition is received by him to attend at the place
and for the time therein designated.

The following appeared in the press dispatches in reference to the
telegram forwarded to President Roosevelt by the executive board of

the Western Federation of Miners:
W asHINGTON, December 2.

President Roosevelt to-day received a telegram from the executive board of the
Western Federation of Miners strongly urging him to protect the rights of the miners
who have been ordered to leave the Telluride district in Colorado on penalty of
imprisonment. The matter is in the hands of the State authorities of Colorado, and
it does not appear at this time that the Federal Government, through the President,
can properly take action on it. The Secretary of War, who was consulted by the
Colorado authorities, has expressed the opinion that the Government can not inter-
fere legally in the trouble in the Telluride district at the present juncture. Among

officials who have counsidered the subject, it is believed that the rights of the miners

will be protected fully by the courts.
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Secretary-Treasurer Haywood was likewise instructed to send the
following telegram to the president of the Telluride Miners’ Union:

DenvER, December 1, 1908.
(tvy E. M1LLER,
President Telluride Miners Union, Telluride, Colo.:

Advise all men who were ordered to leave town as a result of alleged vagrancy
trials to remain in Telluride. The justice of the peace, nor any other official of the
county or State, can not compel persons to leave any place where they choose to live.
The Constitution and statutes of the United States concerning civil rights make it
unlawful for officers to deny these rights. Howe, Rutan, and others are subject to
punishment in the United States courts, and the law will be duly invoked. You
nre assured of the hearty support of the Western Federation of Miners.

5 & ExgcuTIivE BOARD.
By WirLiam D. Haywoop, Secretary.

The Western Federation of Miners has at all times courted the fullest
investigation of conditions, as the following telegrams will show:

DEexnvEr, Coro., December, 6, 1903.
Hon. Hexry M. TELLER, .
United States Senator, Washington, D. C.: i
In behalf of the metalliferous miners of the State of Colorado, will you personally
re%uest President Roosevelt to immediately investigate conditions in the San Juan
and Cripple Creek districts, Colorado? :
ExecuoTivE BoArD, WESTERN FEDERATION MINERS.
By Crarres H. MoYER, President.

Denver, Coro., December 5, 1908. -
Hon. T. M. PATTERSON,
United States Senator, Washington, D. C.:
In behalf of the metalliferous miners of the State of Colorado, will you personally

X recauest President Roosevelt to immediately investigate conditions in the San Juan
B .

Cripple Creek districts, Colorado?
Executive BoARD, WESTERN FEDERATION MINERS,
By CaarLEs H. MoYER, President.

‘W asHINGTON, D. C., December 6, 1908.
Mr. CaArLEs H. MOYER, i
President Western Federation of Miners, Denver, Colo.: .
Yes; will see President early to-morrow and urge him to immediately personally
investigate as you request. Will wire his response.
T. M. PATTERSON.

W asaINGTON, D. C., December 7, 1903.

CHARLES H. MOYER,
President Western Federation of Miners, Denver, Colo.:

Senator Teller and I called upon the President this morning, presented your dis-
patches, and approved the request. The President stated that under present condi-
tions he had neither the power nor the right to take such action as you request.

T. M. PATTERSON.

While the President declined to investigate conditions at the request
of the miners, yet Maj. Gen. John C. Bates, at the instance of the
President, came to Colorado and examiined into the conditions sur-
rounding the Cripple Creck and Telluride mining districts. He re-
ported to Lioutenant-General Young, Chief of Staff of the Army, in
‘l)ul't ns followns ““1 find that the disturbances at Cripple Creek and

‘wlluride amountod to insurreetion ngainst the State of Colorado, in
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that mining, milling, and other business was suspended there by reason
of intimidation, threats of violence, and that the civil officers were not
able to, or did not, maintain order.” It is strange that another officer
of the United States, Capt. H. M. Burge, of the Navy, discovered no
insurrection in the district, and donated $500 to the striking miners.
It is a well-known fact that while Major-General Bates was on his tour
of investigation in Colorado he was the guest of the Mine Owners’
Association. General Bates states that the civil officers were not able
to, or did not, maintain order. There is no better way to refute the
above statement than to introduce the signed statements of the Hon,
Judge William P. Seeds and the sheriff of Teller County.

William P. Seeds, the district judge of Teller County, in reply to
the statements published in the press as coming from the governor
and attorney-general, casting reflections upon the civil authorities,
issued the following signed statement to the public:

My attention having been called to certain interviews of the governor and the
attorney-general of this State, so generally reported to the public press, that I am
constrained to believe those officers to be correctly quoted. I realize fully the deli-
cacy of one occupying a judicial position in making public comment as to official
acts. However, when the chief executive and the attorney-general of the State, par-
ticularly in times of public excitement, make declarations so flagrantly opposed to
the recorded truth, it becomes my duty, both to myself and to the public, to make
a statement of the facts.

1t is not my desire nor within my province to publicly discuss the conditions pre-
vailing in Teller County, and I have refrained from commenting as to the wisdom of
the acts of the governor acting within the purview of his authority.

It is reported in these papers that the governor has issued the following orders:
‘“Rearrest the men as soon as they are given their liberty on habeas corpus and hold
them at Camp Goldfield until further instructions. I am determined that these men
shall not go free without trial.”

Further, that the general is reported to have said: ‘“The chief executive is of the
opinion that it will be impossible to have miners’ union officials tried on the informa-
tion filed against them while Judge Seeds holds court in the district.”

Again: ““If these men are given their freedom without a trial, radical steps will
have to be taken.”

Again: ‘‘There seems no special reason why these cases should be rushed through.
It will be impossible for them to be properly presented, and when they are fairness
will not be done, judging from the present status of affairs.”’

I find also the following language attributed to Attorney-General Miller: ‘‘The
governor and his attorneys will try to prevent an immediate hearing of the cases, as
they say, to permit the people to become composed. Their hope lies in the fact that
Judge Seeds will leave the district January 1, giving up hisseat temporarily to Judge
Lewis.”

It is inconceivable that these officials can make declarations of this character and
at the same time be advised as to the truth, and I must believe that the facts and cir-
cumstances connected with the habeas corpus proceedings must have been misstated
and misrepresented to them. In order that the exact truth may be known 1 give
the following verbatim report of the proceedings had and done at that time:

“Mr. CruMp. In cases 2445, 2446, 2447, 2448, 2449, and 2450, being six writs of
habeas corpus issued on behalf of the various petitioners against the military officers,
Colonel Verdeckberg, Major Naylor, and Major McClelland, I have filed returns on
behalf of all the respondents generally in the six cases. Cases 2048, 2446, and 4450,
being the petitions of Patrick Mullaney, Victor Poole, and W. B. Easterly, the
respondents are here in court with the bodies of those respective petitioners. The
answer in each one of those cases to the writ is substantially as was made in a prior
case here, and which your honor held to be insufficient to authorize the military
authorities to longer hold the petitioners. Mr. Hangs hag appeared for the petition-
ers and has filed to each one of these three returns a demurrer or perhaps a motion
to quash.

‘?Mr. Haxes. A motion to quash.

“Mr. Crump. Itisalso the same motion which your honor sustained on a prior case.
I don’t desire to argue the questions of law which are presented in these matters,
and under the precedent which your honor has established and which is the law in
this district—at least now—I assume that orders will go directing the respondent to

.
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release each of these petitioners, and I only desire upon the entry of that order to
reserve an exception in each cage, and I will say to your honor that as soon as that
order is made it will be complied with by the respondents.

“Mr. Hanas. I presume the order will be to sustain the motion to quash?

“The Court. Motiontoquash will be sustained and the petitioners will be discharged.

““Mr. Crump. Respondent excepts. ”

“The Courr. That is, in those three cases; that is the order; in the case of the
three petitioners’ names—Easterly, Poole, and Mullaney.

“Mr. Crump. In the other three cases—namely, Kennison, Davis, and Parker
cases—under my instructions they have not presented the bodies of the petitioners
in court, but in lieu I have filed answers, returns to the several writs, setting forth
in addition to the matters in the other cases just disposed of the fact that the dis-
trict attorney has been presented with affidavits charging each of these petitioners
with crimes under the Jaws of the State. I am informed by the clerk OF the court
and by the district attorney that these informations charge murder, conspiracy to
murder, and conspiracy to derail a railroad train, and have been filed by your honor.
Is that correct?

““The Courr. That is correct. Bring those informations, Mr. Clerk.

““Mr. Crump. No question being made on the record, I desire to move in those
three cases that Mr. Hangs’s motion be denied and that the respondent in these three
proceedings be discharged, and thatan order directing the capiases to be delivered to
the sheriff of this county, to whom we will forthwith deliver the bodies of these
respective prisoners upon those capiases.

“ Mr. Hanes. We object to that order at this time. It is no defense to a petition
for habeas corpus that an information has been placed in the hands of the district
attorney which might lead to the filing of criminal informations, and we will say
this, that we will not object or notinsist upon the petitioners being brought in here,
but we do insist that the capiases issue and they turn them over to the sheriff prior
to the dismissal of these petitions for habeas corpus. They have signified their
willingness to do that. In order to comply with the writ they must actually deliver
the custody to legal authorities or they must turn them loose to comply with the
writ.

“Mr. Crump. We are not going to turn them loose, of course.

““Mr. Hanes. The court would have the right to put them under bonds at once or
command them to the custody of the sheriff. We think these matters should not
be passed up until the prisoners are delivered to the sheriff. Then we consent to
the cases being dismissed. That is in reference to Parker, Davis, and Kennison.

¢ Mr. CromMp. There is no necessity for that. This order was made in prior cases in
this manner and as the court has already held in the other cases. We have justified
and performed now all these respondents had to do, and it is with the district
attorney to perform his duty, which has been done. The sheriff can have these
prisoners either at the camp or if the sheriff of this county desires it the officers in
charge will deliver the bodies of these prisoners to the sheriff here. That will be
done on the desire of the sheriff.

“The Courr. I will pass the matter for the present and suggest that the officers
deliver these respective petitioners to the sheriff at the jail of Teller County, and
upon the sheriff ’phoning the clerk or informing him that he has the parties in
custody, the order will be made discharging the respondents. You understand that,
gentlemen, officers?

“Some Orricers. We do. .

“The Court. And that these suggestions onthe part of the court be complied with
forthwith on the part of the officers.

“Mr. Crump. During the afternoon?

“The Court. All right.”

At no time since the advent of the military into this district has any prisoner
charged with crime by that authority been discharged or released by this court under
# habeas corpus proceedings or otherwise, and in all cases where discharge has been
‘xrnnted by habeas corpus it has been purely for the lack of any information author-

zing or even suggesting to the court the commission of any offense or the violation of
nny public law on the part of the individual detained. In all other cases where either
nlidavit or information has been filed against such individual for the commission of
nny offense he has been remanded to the custody of the sheriff of Teller County and

°

bul fixed commensurate with the offense charged.

It will be observed in the proceedings just had that neither the military nor the
lognl ropresentative of the rnvurlmr offered or presented complaint as to the commis-
wlon of any offonse upon the part of any of the prisoners.  Wherein any complaint
Wit nede the prisoners wore nevested nied comiitiod under eapinges issued from this
uourt,  An 1o the Sato maggeentinge tha rashing of telal of theso cases, 1 desire to say

s
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thatin all cases the bonds are made returnable on the first day of the next term of
court, which convenes the first Tuesday in February next. This is true in all these
cases without exception, and there has not been an intimation on the part of the
counsel for the State, or the legal representative of the governor, or the defendants,
or anyone in their behalf, suggesting a trial prior to that time.

It will be seen from this statement of facts that there could be no foundation for
the quoted comments of the State officials unless it be the decision of the court in
the habeas-corpus cases of some weeks since, and my conviction and conclusion at
that time I must reaffirm and reiterate.

WiLLiam P. Seeps.

After martial law was declared by the governor, Sheriff Robertson
was interviewed, and spoke as follows:

I gtill hold that the lJaw has been enforced by the civil authorities of the district.
Never at any time have I hesitated when a warrant was placed in my hands, and I

ave done everything in my power to apprehend those who have committed crimes.
I did not ask for the militia, and when 1 was told this afternoon that martial law
would be declared I did not believeit. I have known since this strike started that it
was the object and intention, if it could be brought about by the governor’s advisers,
to declare martial law, and from present indications they have succeeded.

After the governor had ordered the State military to- Telluride he
declared that they were sent there on the conditions that agitators,
idlers, and trouble breeders would be driven from the camp and that
he would use the blanket warrants to that end. The wholesale arrests
of members of the Telluride unions followed. Members of the union
were arrested and convicted of vagrancy, and worked upon the streets
because they refused to return to work in the mines on the terms dictated
by the Mine Owners’ Association. These men were property owners
and had visible means of support. The union at Telluride maintains a
splendidly equipped hospital, which was erected by the union at a cost
of $32,000. The soldiers battered down the doors of this building and
forcibly compelled the members of the union to leave the meeting that
was in session. The men were thrown in jail and next day were
deported to the adjoining county and warned never to return.

Approximately 75 members of the union were exiled from their
homes and are still refused admission to the county. Vice President
J. C. Williams, of the Western Federation of Miners, a citizen of
California, was among the deported, and Hon. Eugene Engley, former
attorney-general of the State and attorney for the Western Federation
of Miners, came under the ban of the Mine Owners’ Association and
was forced to leave the county. A Mrs. Mahoney, who had been
employed as a cook at the union hospital at Telluride, was taken from
the train at Montrose and refused the right to return to her home at
Telluride. The actions of public officials under the administration of
Governor Peabody prove that the men who were supposed to be the
‘“servants of the people” have been in league with the corporations of
the State to shatter and destroy organized labor. The following let-
ters, which we submit, will demonstrate how Colorado’s public officials
place themselves under obligations to serve the interests of the corpora-

tions:
SratkE oF CoLoraDO, EXECUTIVE CHAMBER,
Denver, May 25, 1903.

GeNTLEMEN: If consistent with your rules please furnish me transportation for my
son, James C. Peabody, from Denver to Cheyenne and return, good until June 10,
and oblige,

Yours, very truly, James H. PEABODY,
Governor.
Messrs. TELLER AND DORSEY, :
Attorneys Union Pacific Railroad Company, Denver, Colo.
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DexvERr, Coro., May 12, 1903.
Drear Sir: Next attached you will find a request from Sherman M. Bell, adjutant-
"m:.leral of the State, for annual transportation over the lines of the Union Pacific
ilroad Company. The adjutant-general is in a position to be of benefit to the rail-
r)ad company in case of labor troubles or similar occurrence and we understand that
b is customary for the other railroads in this State to furnish him with such trans-
rtation.
- His office is an appointive one and at the time we sent in this year’s pass list the
present incumbent had not received his appointment. We recommend the issuance
0l this transportation, if it seems proper to you.
Yours, very truly, "
TeLLER & DoORSEY.
Hon. W. R. KeLLy, General Solicitor, Omaha, Nebr.

StaTE oF CoLORADO, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’'S OFFICE,
r Denver, Colo., May 27, 1908.
GENTLEMEN: I herewith acknowledge receigt of annual transportation No. B2501,
d on lines of the Union Pacific Railroad Company in Colorado and Nebraska for
fhe ensuing year.
Kindly accept my thanks for same, and with kind regards, I am,
Very respecttully,
SEERMAN M. BELL,
‘ Adjutant-General State of Colorado.
Messrs. TELLER & DoORSEY,
Attorneys Union Pacific Railroad Company,
307 Boston Building, Denver, Colo.

: DexvEr, Coro., July 10,1903.

- GentLEMEN: Will you kindly let me have a round-trip pass, Denver to Greeley,

my wife, to be used next Tuesday? I will be much obliged to you for the favor.
Yours, truly,

Bl

N. C. MirtLER, Attorney-General.
Messrs. TELLER & DoRSEY.

State oF CoLORADO, EXECUTIVE CHAMBER,
; Denver, August 81, 1903.
GentLEMEN: Finding myself wholly unable to enjoy the privileges extended
irough the Southern Pacific pass from San Francisco to Ogden, I have the honor to
turn to you herewith, and thank you sincerely for your trouble in the matter,
hich I may at some future time invoie in my behalf.
Respectiully, yours,

Janes H. PEaBoDY,
! Governor.
Messrs. TELLER & DoRsEY,

Attorneys Union Pacific Railroad Company, City, Boston Building.

StateE or CoLoraDO, SUPREME CoOURT CITAMRERS,
Denver, August 29, 1903.
GienrLeMeN: Please accept thanks for transportation inclosed in your favor of
to-dany. i
Yours, sincerely,
W. H. GABBERT.

Maossra, Trnier & Dorsry, City.
Dexver, Covo., June 13, 1908.
Duan B Mr . B, (ooke, doputy clerk of the supreme court of this State, has
Wghonted Aelp teaoeportntion, Denver to Couneil Bluffs and return, and half rate
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from Council Bluifs to Chicago and return, good for sixty days. THe desires to go
East, leaving here on Wednesday next. ] k
We are anxious to accommodate Mr. Cooke if it can be done consistently with
our rules under the present condition of affairs. Mr. Cooke’s position is such that
e has frequently been able to and has rendered us valuable services in connection
with matters in which the railroad company was interested, especially in connection
with the tax litigation of a year or two ago. : ) ;
If you think it proper to give Mr. Cooke what he asks, kindly so advise us by wire
upon receipt of this and we will obtain the transportation and the half-rate order
from Superintendent Deuel.
ours, very truly,

Hon. W. R. KeLLy,
General Solicitor, Omaha, Nebr.

TeLLER & DORSEY.

State oF Cororapo, SUuPREME CoURT CHAMBERS,
' Denver, Colo., June 16, 1903.
My Dear Sir: I thank you most sincerely for your favor. I asked Mr. Rogers to
speak to you, because he knew better than any one else what I had done for the rail-
road attorneys, and stand ready to do whenever I can. I hope to be able to prove
my appreciation of this favor.
Yours, very truly,

C. C. DorsEey, Esq.

JorN B. CooxE.

These are but a few of the many letters which might be submitted
to show the system of bribery which places the corporate collar on the
necks of public officials. We have presented the facts as they have
and do exist in Colorado. The ablest constitutional lawyers of the
State, Platt, Helm, and Riddell, have rendered an opinion that martial
law can not be lawfully declared in this State. The Army and Navy
Journal, a recognized authority on military and naval affairs, has the
following to say on the Colorado situation: ,

Assuming the correctness of newspaper reports concerning the recent clash between
the civil authorities and the militia authorities in the State of Colorado, there is
a curious condition of affairs in that State resulting from the unwise neglect to prop-
erly provide for the military forces of the State. * * * As there were no State
funds available for the pay, transportation, and maintenance of the troops, the mine
owners agreed to advance to the State the money required for the purpose indicated.

CIVIL PROCEEDINGS SUSPENDED.

From the hour of their arrival civil processes were suspended. Arrests were made
without warrants, alleged disturbers of the peace were cast into priscn without process
of law, and the sheriff’s request that the prisoners be surrendered to him wag denied.
Finally an application was made to Judge Seeds for a writ of habeas corpus in behalf
of two miners who had been locked in the military guardhouse. When the men
were brought into court 300 troops were posted around the court-house, two gatling
guns placed in a commanding position, and sharpshooters placed on the roofs of
neighboring buildings. When the matter came up for a hearing General Chase con-
tended that while martial law had not been formally proclaimed, its existence was
implied in the governor’s order commanding the troops to maintain order. He held,
therefore, that the court was without jurisdiction.

PRESIDENT JACKSON WAS FINED.

The experiences of Colorado are an illustration of what may happen when the
enforcement of military authority is intrusted to men not trained in its exercise.
As the employment of martial law is analogous to the exercise of the right of seli-
defense by an individual it is difficult to fix a limit to it when the extremity is sul
ficient to clearly demand its exercise. But a soldier who undertakes to exercisc I
assumes the very gravest of responsibilities and subjects himself to penalties againyl
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hilch there is no protection. During the war of 1812 Gen. Andrew Jackson declared
rtial law in New Orleans, which was then threatened by the advancing British
y under General Pakenham. Jackson arrested a local civil judge who questioned
nuthority and confined him in the barracks. When the war was over the judge
his turn arrested General Jackson and fined him $1,000 for gross contempt of court.
liis was a good deal of money in those days, but Jackson had to choose between
yhg; it and going to prison. Pay it he did, and it was not until thirty years after
rgnt ongress provided for its repayment with interest.

WHEN MARTIAL LAW 1S PERMISSIBLE.

There has always been a dispute whether there is any authority for the declara-
Alon of martial law without the action of Congress, it being held by the strict con-
Mlructionists that the authority to proclaim it belongs strictly to the National
Pgiﬁlature. Halleck holds, however, that in a case of public danger at once so

mmminent and grave as to admit of no other remedy the maxim ‘““‘Salus populi
Muprema lex”’ should form the rule of action and that a suspension of this writ
En.beas corpus) by the executive and military authorities of the United States would
justified by the pressure of a visible public necessity; if an act of indemnity were
Mquired it would be the duty of Congress to pasgit. * * *

PEABODY ABUSED POWERS.

A proclamation of martjal law is proper and customary, ‘though it is not essential
when the necessity is imminent.”” = A suspension of the writ of habeas corpus is per
msubstantially a form of such declaration, but the mere presence of troops to assist
I maintaining order does not justify such a departure from the ordinary methods of
Wnforcing law. The soldiers are called upon to assist the civil authorities and not to
,agfy them and to obstruct the exercise of their authority, as these Colorado guards-
men seem to have done. The governor’s action in ordering the troops to the scene
of the strike, in spite of the sheriff’s denial that any trouble existed, while it did not

ceed his powers, was a step of questionable wisdom. But that he should virtually

jorrow money from the mine owners to maintain the troops whom he had assigned
b guard their property was a serious reflection upon the authorities of the State.

- That virtually placed the troops for the time being in the relation of hired men to
{hie mine owners, and morally suspended their function of State military guardians
of the public peace.

It was a rank perversion of the whole theory and purpose of the National Guard,
and far more likely to incite disorder than prevent it. The assumption that the
mere ordering of the National Guard to a given point amounts to a proclamation of
martial law was a lamentable display of ignorance.

- This affair in Colorado is of importance to the whole country, for it is just such
#buses of military authority by ignorant and reckless officers of State organizations
%ﬂt nourish the superstitious dread and prejudice with which the unthinking are

i l:fht to regard every move-looking to the development of our military resources
und the maintenance of the national defenses in the required state of efficiency.

- The people of this nation for a century and a quarter have celebrated
the anniversary of that great epoch in American history, and dedicated
with parade and speech the memorable 4th day of July in commemo-
ration of the notes of liberty that rang from the old casting suspended
in the tower of Faneuil Hall, signalizing the birth of a Republic whose
people had groaned beneath the yoke of king rule. Each succeeding
year the people have gathered in city, town, and hamlet and boasted of
the justice and freedom contained in the Declaration of Independence.
The eloquent tongue and the poetic pen have paid tributes to our lib-
orty and made us feel that here in this land where Columbus planted
the Cross—the emblem of Christianity—men were kings and women
wore (ueens, armored and shielded with a panoply of sovereignty that
proclnimed defiance to every species of despotism.

Henrts that beat. for a bronder liberty in the kingdoms and mon-
irtchion of the Old World longed to leave the crumbling dynasties of
ﬁl!gul oppression nnd tyvanny and eross the trackless deep and build

omos pon the bosom of w intion whose constitution was built upon
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the shattered ruins of deposed imperialisn.  The scourged and down-
trodden of bayonet-bristling Europe, as they trod the decks of ocean |
steamers mounting wave after wave, bearing them nearer and nearer
to the land of promise, felt and believed that here in a New World, |
where royal domination was strangled to death, manhood would
develop, and citizenship would be forever fortressed by the inalienable
right of ‘“life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

The great mass, upon whose. shoulders rest the stability of this
nation, have been lulled to sleep, and while they slept, in the belief
that human liberty was safe, a silken thread was woven, which to-day
has become a mighty cable which the power of a Hercules or a Samp- |
son can not break. On the soil of boasted freedom has risen an
oligarchy of wealth that knows no law, that recognizes no liberty
save the unbridled licenses of the mercenary brigand. The charter of |
76 is as lifeless as the dust of the patriots that sleep in the voiceless
tomb, and that document, which called to arms the pioneers who con-|
secrated its every word in a baptism of blood, has been torn from the
hand of the subjugated slaves in the isles of the Pacific and stamped
with the brand of sedition and treason.

The sacred souvenirs of American liberty have been desecrated by
the polluted and sacrilegious hand of lawless monopoly, and individual
liberty, clothed in the shoddy fabric of wage slavery, has been
sentenced to death. For more than half a century the domain of
human rights has been contracting under the arrogant and untram-
meled sway of corporate mi%ht, and pirates on the sea of commercial-
ism, drunk upon the wine of opulence, have no vision for the flecks
of foam that can be seen upon the rising billows of hungry desperation,
threatening to engulf a world in an ocean of blood. We have thrown
wide the gates of this republic and beckoned to the millions of Euro-
pean brawn and brain, who were chanting requiems over the grave of
buried liberty, to come to our shores and dwell in this paradise where
humanity has been taught that ‘all men are created equal,” but now
in the morning light of an infant century, liberty is a corpse, assassi-
nated by the dagger of military anarchy.

Upon the industrial battlefield for a quarter of a century in this
nation has been heard the dying wails and groans of labor’s victim.
The pistol of the hired corporate murderer and the rifie of the uni-
formed soldier have poured their missiles of death into the ranks of
labor, and moneyed nobility has applauded with cheers the wanton
slaughter. The soil of every State of our Union has been wet with
the blood of labor’s martyrs to appease the thirst of soulless greed.
The commandment ‘‘ Thou shalt not kill” has found no place in the
lexicon of commercial avarice. The ‘“government of the people, by
the people, and for the people” has become the government of trusts
and corporations, and citizenship without property has no protection
under the constitution of State or nation.

The labor history of Pittsburg, Homestead, Lattimer, Chicago, and
Coeur d’Alene, and the usurpation of civil liberty in the Cripple
Creek and Telluride districts of Colorado proclaim beyond the ques-
tion of a doubt that the reign of justice has passed away and that cor-
porate wealth, backed and supported by all the awe and intimidation
concentrated in the machinery of military power, are to be used in

. crushing the rebellion of organized labor against the invasion of solidi
fied commercialism. The Dick military bill, which was written upon
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e Federal statutes appropriating to the President of the United
ites far more power than was ever enjoyed by a Russian Czar, might
Woll cause the people to ponder and ask themselves, *“ Whither is the
Mopublic drifting¢”
civilization that demands the implements of war to protect it is
homed, and the great mass whom plutocracy has destined to bear the
Brunt of conflict will not be carried off its feet by a patriotism that
Mbtablishes commercial supremacy at the expense of human life.
bt nation is only strong whose yeomanry bask in the sunlight of a
Mborty that is free from the noxious eflluvia of an atmosphere that
breeds in the human heart the germs of murder. Wrong was never
rig hted by the bullet or the sword. The savage and the barbarian
¥ho use the club and spear have as high a conception of justice as
b-called civilized society that slakes its thirst in blood through the
lished steel of Gatling gun and cannon.
: Wrong maintained and perpetuated by all the modern machinery of
War may have a temporary triumph, and right may be put in prison,
it the spirit of justice that will be as eternal as humanity itself shall
peat its demands until the thundering voice of the mighty millions
ball shake the pillars of a system that has molded and invented the
iichines of blood and carnage. The poverty of the world born in
greed shall weld together the links of a chain that shall circle the
flobe, and the plebeian disinherited mass shall come together in a fra-
iernity whose brotherhood will sweep from the face of our planet the
st vestige of that tinseled pageantry that marked the era of war.

WESTERN FEDERATION OF MINERS.
CHARLES MOYER, President.
Wu. D. Haywoop, Secretary- Treasurer.
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