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THY RIOLOGY GROUP OF CHICAGO
BY
CLARENCE DAFFO™.
I was one of the Tirst t9 stert this Blolegy Group. 1t
came about in a rather singuler way. I have been telking «11 my life
on all kinds of guestions. I was getting 2long ana I thought if T ever
wventet to know anything about an of them I ought +o stucy them.
some of ug geot a few peonle together to really stucy, to say nothing

ouricelves, but to listen to others. %e had a rather narrow escape in

the class., But we escaped, all vight. I do nnt need to sy how we
deciced to settle that guestion, when it has been running now for
eleven years, £nc we hope to run it for sometime longer.

I really have enjoyed it, oena I thin't the other membersg hav-,
I fancy I have learned something, even, I think, that hos unsettled
sore of thc oninions I once held. - 0f courze, it is & pretty good ides
to unsettle one's opiniong because one cen ~ake speeches and write
books £ to what one believes and then. after one leern.. sorething, on=
can u«rite books enc meke speeched to show that the others were vroug.
Poth wavs worik. If they did not, one woulc heve to ston after a while,

for one coulun't mske eny more speeches, I have often had peoule

remark to me, sfter some of my debetss with sorme of these profes:iors, in




wondsrment, ez to how much I *mo:. It is not & question to mervel zboi 4

de

at 211, T heve hau greet advantages. I do not me:n inheritecd: I mesn
acquired. Since we sterted this Biology Cle.., wc have found ont :hout
all there iz, I was just discussing with one of the membters whet we could
take up next yeer. Ve cennot think of anything that we heve not hec

re startea with biology. Vie had a firut class teacher,
Pr. Herrick, who i3 a resl bhiologist. T'e had him for a vy

¥

ear ana part
of #nother. e found ovt #11 he knew. "¢ got the whola thing end
he could not tell us any more ebout it. So ve have gotten through
with biology en¢ we know that subject thoroughly.

Then we started on anthropology. We had to of the very best

teachers, Professors Thomas end Sterr. %ie found out ¢ll there wes

@

atout enthropology. got all through with it. S we hza those two
subjects fully maotered; we were tiologists snu enthropologists.

Next we tecklec psychology under Professor Carr. He is en
excellent teccher. We founa out &ll thers was in psychology, =o we
got through with that, too.

“e haa Professor Cole from the Field Musgeum, who tolc us #1]

about primitive races, the dwerfs, pigmies, gients, =né all those

things. we got sll of that. So ve kne: that, too.
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Then, we had Profes;or Case. T thought there wac

of whiech we might learn & little., T supwose I had

one sutject, nerhens,

z 13t et $tho

cpirit of & mis ionery in this thing. ™y early religious treining had

hoen neglected come, too. Ve got hola of Profesuor Case and ha gave

us some lecture: on religion. I remember very well what astonishment

gfeeted my recommendation thst ve should have some lectures Ly Professor

Cas2 on religion. I do nnt know whether the sntoni:hment was 6 ek

¢t thet ve woula have a arofcsi.or from e theologic:

ceuse I shoula suggest it. Myhow, ve took it, snc 211 marvel at +h

1 seminery, or be-

things we did not mor beforo. "ell, we fouau out £11 thers vz to

kno« about religion.

e had our olu friecnd, vhom we 211 migs ancu mourn, Profeissor

Foster, on philosophy. There vore few men who could disen8s & philo-
5 L f s

sophical question z: Profeusor Foutor coula do it.

we learned all about philoconhy.

Then we got an idea thset Professor Case knew some other things

e hed him and

A nc, in order tn fill in the time, we asked him to pive 08 sozs Joc=
s g

turss also on philosoply. e founc he was even sounder on philo-ophy

1

then he weo on religion. ve lesrned thst thoere were 3till other things

that he knew, Y2 got him to give us a coursze on %

b

he history of eiwiti—

«

zation. We learned thet the EBabyloniens esme from Pabvlor

Greeks ceme from Gresece; that the Romens crme fror

Jews——-T con't rememwher where they camz frow, but I

4
o

ink from New Yori,
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wasn't it? Anyhow, we learncd all about it., pnc reelly, T munt 58y,
I think if w2 hed taken Profesor Cau- in the beginning v would hav- hag
no nead of theso othop Prof. . ors. Yo have not yot found a sutject
that he was not master of. of coursc, he hag hig limitetions. Vg
could not got ény history boyona 327 Av Dy and th n thopes vas & hlank
well; that i3 whoro he end-d.

There is somcthing which Profrssor Cas. has that, is not common
to colleg.: profescors., He hes e feculty of telling what he knows.
Lawyore have th faculty of t-1ling it vh-th-p ¥ know it or not] As
a rulc, thos: who know s thing +217 do pot hav: th- faculty or tclling
it well.  Prof.zsor Casc has this faculty to & marvelous dogr--,

Hov, whin you think of £11 the great Subjocts we have cover-. —__
most of the ficlc of human knowledge-—-it is not strangs thet I cen
debate with thooo colleg: profcssors vho only knov one thing, . 71 realls
have an advanteg: ovor thom. A1 T hawe to do is to sic thor onto
comothing that is not in their lino, 1like the dactor who dicn't knoy fny -
thing about fover, but who copld throw th: petirn+ into fits ard curs
the fits.  Thet is the aotrot of 14, . T hewe boen taught 211 of it by
“Xp~rts in various ficlds 80 I hav> 211 thzt a11 the rast of th g havr, .

Wt hed senge enough when wn Organiz.d this class to g9t anaeipl-
ists in all. these verious ficlds of thought, anc w- hag 8onse enough to
1=t them do the telking, snd we hag Sense enough to liston, sng thet is
qaits an art, Probebly non~ of ys imagine how hara it hes benn

sometimes; but we dig it, ana wn hov- geined T it, we have gainog




in fellowship. Mnd while I lik- to think of th: lsarning of thesc men who
ars masters in their lines, I like to think, too, of ths intimescy it hes
brought sbout between us.

W 217 admire and respect sné ~oszibly ¢nvy their rips seholir-
ghips their leasrning, snd minds which oxeninc subjrets; wtterlsy ragorc-
lass of the resulte. The unconscious exemple of fincinp out ths
truth is the rareast thing that can be & cheracteristic of any mind.

It is the habit and thought of our lives to jump &t sone
conclusion and want it that weay. Then we recad the papors during o
political cempaign, they ars thosc papers that sre on our side bhoeous
woe went 1t to come out that wey. ind when we merghall our argum:nic
anc our roasons we try to prove thet which we wish to prove. Thias i-
an #lmost hoprless impeaiment in the scarch for knowledg- . Eut we
have all watchad the workings of thess professors' minds, observed

anc utter

thoir absolute fairness, * i";ithorough inve
disregard of results.

The only effort is the pursuit of truth. The pursait of truth
may be e barren thing. I ask mysclf over and over again whv I want to
get at the truth? Of course, being a pessimist, T know it will be ais-
agreeabl; when I fina it. I approach every subjsct with the certain
knowledge that it will be disagreeable when I find it. The onlv raszson,
I suppose, any men really wents to get at the truth is because he hes

the Urge in biwm to do it.

E. M. Maclaskzy

Headquarters for DARFO™ LECTURES
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