Conversations between D, W, Watson and Ben Ahakuelo

At the Honolulu Pollce Btation

WEDNESDAY , JANUARY 20, 1932 2:10-3:15 p.m.

W. Well, Ben. This is a hell of a mess you are in, isn't it?
B, Yes.

W. If you had followed my advice and stayed away from that gang on
Bethel St. this would never have happened, isn't that right.

B. Yes. I have no job that's why I went there.
W. EHow long are you going to stay here in jail?

B. We were going home Saturday but my lawyer said to stay until invesﬁ’#?f
gator comes from Washington. _ S

W. Ben, you remember I helped you get your release from parole and tried
to look out for you when you came back from the mainland. I Have tried -
to be your friend, haven't I? . L
B. Yes. You helped me many times.

W. When I gave you that paper--your release from parole--you remember _fP3
what T told you? Remember I sald if you got into trouble it would be

bad for those who backed you up and got your release?

B I reaewber.

W. How long were you out of jall before we got the release?

B. Hore than one year,

W. 1T wanted to make sure because some people think we should not have.Q ff
helped you. The way I feel, Ben, is that I would do the same thing Lo
again for you. I think you are a good boy, Ben, and if you ever get out of

this mess you should leave Hawaii, go to some other place and start all R
over. o

B. My brother told me that, too. He said its better for me to 20 away;ffi
W. I have been thinking a great deal about your case, Ben., I can't help';f
thinking that you may be shielding someone. Are you afraid to tell some-= .
thing? You know I helped you before and I will help you again. You B
don't need to be afraid to tell we the truth, you know that, don't you? .

B. ¥r. Watson, I'd tell you the truth. I don't %now anything about,thiSﬂf
job. I never saw that haole woman. o

W. Didn't you see her out at Waikiki.

B. WNo, I Just saw her at the hospital.
W. Had you ever seen her before?
B

« No.
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W. While you were out of jall didn't you try to find out if someone else
could have assaulted that haole woman?

B. Yes, I try all the time to find out. I told the detective about some
boys but they don't do nothing. They just bring Joe Kalau down here and
he tells an alibi and gets away with it.

W. What makes you think Joe Kalau knows something about this case?

B. He was a good friend of mine before but when I get into this case he
don't speak to me. I pass him on street and he never look at me. One time
I don't know whether during trial or after, but one time I saw Joe Kalau
and I said to him "lucky for you fellows, we have to stand in court i
for what you fellows did". He never say nothing, just walk away but he looks -
like he feels kind of funny. L

N. Did you ever ask Kalau aboult the case?
B. Another time--next time I see Kalsu I walk up to him and I just said "Théf?f
detectives are looking for you". He never say nothing, Just walk away like .
he don't hear. Then he come back to me and he sald "What did you say to me! ..
and I saild "You know what I said. I said the detectives are looking for you". =
He never say no more. He don't get mad--he just walk away. That's vwhen T
went down to police station and told the detectives.

W. Did they arrest him then?

B. They go and bring him in. He told them he wanted to play football that
night so they take him out from jaill and let him play and after he change
clothes from uniform they bring him back. But he told them lots of alibis
and gets away with it. '

W. What made you think Kalau knew asbout this case?

B Because he was out to the dance that night. I saw him there with sonme
other boys. I think some other boys know about this job.

W. Who are the other boys?
B. Ahakuela then named the following, giving the nationalities. Joe Kalau,ﬂ 5¥
Hawallanj; Eix Toe, Korean; Duck Feet, Hawaiian who hangs sround Rizal cance .
hall; Felicio, 8ilipino who works at the Hawaiian Pines; Kekahuna, who o
attends Kalakaua school.

W. Did you see these boys at the dance?

B, Kalau was there, and he has a leather jacket. Good one, too. 8ix Toe was _f
there and Felicio was there. :

W. Wnat makes you think Kekahuna was with these boys?

B. Kekahuna told one boy, a friend of mine, that he knows about this case,.
He sald something to this boy.

W. VWho is the boy he talked to?¥

B. DBoy On Tai. You know On Tal--his young boy. He told him at the dance hailg
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W. Did you tell the police all these names?

B. I told them. I tcld David Hazo.

W, Did the police guestion these boys?

B. 411 I know is they questicned Kalau but he got away with alibis.

W. Ben--you are going to have a hard time getting out of all this. Lots -
of people think you boys are gullty.

B~ 411 I say is I don't know about this job. I never touched any hsole quﬁ
an. _

W,-- You boye lave caused Lotc of trouble., All thehaole people on the
mainland think you boys are gullty and they are blaming the Hawalians.

They!re not going to let you boys get ofi. You know what hap ened
to Joe Pzhahawai?

B, They killed an innocent boy. Joe didn't know about that case.

W. Ben, suppose you had a wife and scnebody beat that wiie and assault
her. You would like to kill the msn that attack your wife?

B. BSure, but Joe's not gullty of that.

W. Suppose after scmecne attack your wife 1f you saw tnat man you wouldnftjj
kill him unless you were sure?

B. No, I'd want to be sure.

W. The people who killed Joe are not dumb, Ben. They were sure before
thiey shot him. They were just as sure as you would be before you shot
anyone., And they think the rest of you boys are guilty.

B. A1l I know is Joe was not guilty and I am not guilty. They think Jeoe
was dumb, but he wasnt't dumb. This fellow Wight, he's a dirty guy. He puts
lies into your mouth. He tried to get Joe to sign a paper of what he said.,;
Just because Joe didn't talk much Wight thought he was dumb but Joe read

that paper first and wheme Wight put lies into his mouth about Ida having _5
a jacket, Joe scratched that out. T

W. Ben, are there any other fellows besides thicse whose names you gave
me that you think might know about this case,
B. One haole man says he knows about it
A girl coues to see me and she told ae.
haole's name and tell zme tomcrrow.

but he no iike tc come down.
whe's going to find this

W. Ben, I'm.goimg te try to help you if you will work with me. I'm
going te find out about these boys whose names you gave me. When

this girl gives you the hacle'!s name you write it down and I will
be back tomorrow to get his name.
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Conversation Yhursday, January 21, 1932
2:05 to 4-10 p. m.
B, That girl didn't ccae.
W. You don't know the nacle's name?
B. Maybe shne come later. ©She told me she see me today.
W. Did you hear about Lyman assaulting that woman last night?
B. Yes, last night we heard about that.

W. 1 have been worrying about this trouble of yours, Ben. The more I thin
about it the more I think you are not telling everything. R

B. What?

V. I think you are hiding sowething frow ame, Ben. Why don't you tell me t.
truth? Why try to protect those other boys. You are the only Hawaili Tl
left. These people shot Joe, and now there's only you, two ) GO
Japanese boys and one Chinese boy. Those other boys wouldn{t help you-~ -~
they are going to squeal, Ben. They're golng to blame you Just ag sure i
as hell. SRR

B. If I know anything I tell you. Even if I know about my best friend
I'd tell on him. : :

W. I understand they are golng to try yoﬁ boys one at a tiwe next time}'  T
B. 1If our lawyer wants, they will.

W. Ben, they'll try you one at a tise whethop you like it or not. Do yduﬂﬂ
know why? Because Ida is zoing to sgawk. He's golng totell. What do you
think they killed Kahahawal for? Because Ida told. R

B. HNo, I asked Lda many tices and he say people tell lies. He say he neve:.
told anything. He said these men take him up to Pali and try to throw hiim
over but they were afraid because ocne automobile was parked there. They -~
didn't kill him because he never fight back-- Joe fought those people,
that's why they shot nim.

W. Ida wouldn't admit to you that he sauealed.
Killing Joe for nothing. They KNO
blame on Joe. He's a Hawsiisen,

But those people are notﬁ;i
W he wa.s guilty. That Japanese put the
Ben, and so us.ce you. - B

B. I know Jee is innocent and I am innocent.

W. All the haoles on the mainlisnd are blaming the Hawaiians, Ben. And =
these people that killed Joe blome you fellows. They got cne Hawaiian, and -
Ben-- you are going to be next. They're going to get you Just as sure as -
you are alive right now. Even if it takes L0 vears, you'll never know when. .
you are liable to get it. Jce got ofr easy-~they just sihot him. The next
—tise, Ben, they're goin%eto torture you rellows. It's going to be hell, -~

B. I wight as well die. I'm not afraid. If I wag guilty I'd feel funnyﬁﬁﬁ
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I don¥t. I'm going home and if they want to shoot me, alright.
W, If you take my advice you'll stay right here. The thing for you ta
do is to come clean. Tell me all the truth. How much did you drink that
night? Maybe you were drunk and don't remember everything. LR
B. No, I remember everything.

W, Did you sleep in The gar--maybe these other fellows attacked this WO
man while you were asleep in the car. : ‘ e

BE. I ¥now when we left the dance we followed that other car. We never
went down Ala Moana way. The only thing--maybe those other boys

did this job before they pick me up. DBut I know Takal was not

in it because he was at the dance with me.

W, Which boys to you mean?

B. Maybe Joe and Ids and Chang saw that voman before they {ick
ug up. I don't think so though because Joe was & funn fellow.
He was my best friend and I know he never care for girls.

W. Jaybe he cared for girls after he had a few drinks.

B3, ©No. He could have plenty of girls up school sireet but he
never like.

W. This fellow Chang is & predty tough hombre, isn't he?

3. No. Joe was tough. He was in plenty of trouble before. One
time he almost kill one Hawaiian men at & house, This man kicked
the dog and Joe Punch him. He broke that Hawailans jaw.

W. What time did those fellows plck you and Takai up?
B, Just before the dance was OVEr.
W, ‘That was 12 ofclock?

B. Yes, but Ide say they canme pack bo the dance ab 11:30 and that
naole woman say she left at 11:35. 1 don't know, mayte Iéa bullshit
about his time.
w. Didn't the other bo.s &ver say anything to you about them
being mixed up with this haole woman case.

. svs sui bhing tell them maybe
B, They always said they don't know nothing. ;}teln nem mayLe

: 11 i vatfor fal up me and Taxkal bulb the &1@dyb
§§§yng? t%lgl g?sbﬁégieagggﬁgp%ﬁem,pbécause gven if my begt friend
do this thing I'd tell.

CRN A ¥ ; ] i %
W. Ben, you know what Kaikapu did-- you XnNOw who he is*

B, Yes.

4.  You know he attacked that woman on Wilhelmina rise--thatb giple-—

and he beat her and assuaul bted here.
B. Yes, he told everything., He admit all.

W. Don't you think that fellow should bve killed. vYould you help
string him up--hang nim?
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B. 7Suret Anybody that®s gullty should die., If I was gullty 1I'd
rather die, '

We Ben, g@n’t you think of anything theat you have not told me?
I am afraid you are trying to shield these other boys. Why
should you be here in Jail when you might just asg well be out of
here--—away from Hawsii?

Bs T wouldn't shield even my best fréend on a job like this. I
know nothing about it. fFhey asked me what I d4id that day. They
wanted to know where I was from gix O'clock until three o'clock
in the morning. I told them I was home at six o'eclock. After
that T went down to the joint where I met Takal and 3iki. Takal
was going away so he says "Let's have & farewell drink. BSo weg
had & drink of beer and then I had another one., Then

we went to Correas place where they were having a luau and they
brought some plates of focd out to us and some beer. Those
fellows kad beer and they ate pig for chaser. It wasg about

8 o'clock wher we went there. after while we go oub to the dance
at Waikiki. ‘Pakai and me stayed at the dance and the othenls

went back to the luwau. They said they would pick us up later.
Wren they came back Tor us it was just before the dance ended,
They said they had to take S iki and another Chang home because
those fTellows were too drunk. VWhen they came after us there was
%ust Ide, Xahahawai agd Chang. Ve grove right down and followed
hat othér machine. They lett me off and I went home, I was home
at 12:15 o'eclock. We neVer went down aAla hoana.

W. Did you see this haole woman after the dance?

B. I never saw her, Waybe those guys saw her before they picked
us up. I ask them that many times but they say no. They saild
to me that they swear they never touch that woman.

W. lNaybe they are lying. You lknow they wouldn't admit it to you.

B. T know what I say is true. I am a catholic and when the father
came down here he asked me if I touched that haole woman and I

t0ld him the truth that I never touched her., Jog Kehahawal was

& oatholic too and his father made him go to confession every

four days and Joe always says the same $hing that he was not
guilty.

o
o

W. Ben, maybe you didn't touen the woman, If the gthars touched
ner and you were just there and din't tuke part in it, don't be
afraid to tell me.

B. I don't know what you mean.

w. Tlere is what I mean, Ben. Maybe you wers with the other buys
when when they attacked this haole woman. Haybe you didn't touch
her but vou are afraid to tell what you saw. Low ¥ookﬁJBem? Ir
that is the case you can tell me about it, There are DlZ men

in this town, who want to get this cuse cleaned up. If you

¥now anything at all don't be afraid to btell because .

i7 you tell you can probatly get a short sentence, you will thgn bew
free, there 15 a reward offsred in this case and you ca&n go away and
start life all over agaln.

B. It wouldn't be easy for me To g0 awady. Ttm just ths same &8
married.

W, Thet's all right. You can get married and bake your wife with
Joue




B. A1l T know is that I don't know about this Jjoh.

W. VWhy don't you try to find out frowm Ida and Chang if they end Kahahawai
attacked this woman before they picked you and Takai up at the dance?

B. I try to rind out. Everyone thinks we boys are good rriends but I've
got no use for those Japanese. They think they are too good. You ask the
people upstairs and they will tell you that sbout five days ago I fought
with Takai right here in jail. i

We What did you fight about--~over thiscase?
B. No. We right over cards and I tock a poke at Tekai.
W, Will you try to find out something from these boys?

B..Sure. Yestsrday when you come here they want to know from me where I am
going and T told them I was going hone, '

W. What did they say when you came back?
B. They want to know where I have been and I said I was getting ready to
go nome. I fool them. They said if I'wm going home they are going home
too. Then I told them my friend came to see me and they don't say any
more,

We Did you know Lyman and Kaikapy when you were in Jjall before?
B, No, T never saw those fellows there.
#. When you were sent to Jail the other time how long did you stay?

B, The Judge gave me four wmonths, He shook hands with us and saild he
would let us go byt the society people pay too much attention,

W. How did they treat you in jeil?

B, They treat me all right. You know those fellows can get out of Jjail
easy. One boy down there wanted me to run away with him but I said no
because I had only four months to do. I said I was a short timer and he
sald he would have to serve three years., I told him I would watit ultil
the four months were over and if they didn't let me go then T might run
away,., But they let me go alright.

W. How could you get away from the prison.

1

B, That's easy. When they tfake prisoners cut to work arouand town do you
think the gusrd westches all the time?

W. I'11 bet the guards go to sleep.

B. Sure they sleep. All you have to do i3 walk away while they sleep.
If T wasn't a short timer I would have run away.

W, Well, Ben. I have to go now. I'1ll come to see you again. You find
cut what you can from Ida and Chang but don't trust those fellows because
they won't help you at all.

B, I'1l telephone to you when I can tell you something.






