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Penalty for je. o p -
exceedingle, ifany feq ry-keeper shall demani

gul rates,

From revised

bills of 1779,
ch, LXXXII,

Preamble.

LAWS OF VIRGINIA,

land of John ¢ i
(-,-(:gg ltx;;;!(8[.]1;{(;:;‘1;:'13'!)011, in the county of Jefierson, -
a man one shilling
sjaid Jal‘xd across the Ohio rive
l\un,‘!m' a man hine pence, and for o horse the

And for the transportation of wheel carriages tobsame‘
cattle, and othey heasts, at the places E;lbr’eswidac(cl‘))
ferry-keepers may respectively demand and ;aké tlle
Same rates as by law are established at other ferries _lf

I, to the mouth of Mill-

or receive from an
Person or persons whatsovver, uny grenter rates thag

ar.e hereby a”o\\‘(‘l] for the i YRR e O Clrriipe of ;
thing, he shall, for every socl ol tirh nh;m.l "‘“)’
to the party grieved the |[|'l|l:|||l||'|| or |:|.- -I-.'.l'y
el and ten shillingss 1o i pei i il with c'm‘t's'”l;:—
; sts, &

ore o qustice ol the
1 prace ul the county wh e ¢ of-
legiee shall L o ool : Kie Mis of

CHAP. XXXIV.

An act for extablishin o relicious free
dom."

.[. WHIIREAS Almichity Clod bt created  the
mm_d free; that all attempts o influcnce i by wmporal
punishments or burthens, or by civil inenpac imtjion‘s
tend only 1o beget habits of hypocrisy and meanuess,
and are a departare from the ‘;)'Iaxl of the Holy author
of our religion, who being Liord both of body and mind
yet cholse not Lo to propagate it by coercions on either.
as was in his Almighty power to do; that the impiull;-
Sésfin;r::i)?'o‘:?‘%JL:rs a,];],d rulleras, ?ivi!fas _:w-ll FiT
ol m,op-. e g themselves ‘out 1.’1”1::]'1'..1])('

R C et assumed dox.m.mon over the (with
2.0l 1ers, setting wup their own opions and mades of
mlnkmg_ as the only true and infallible, and us sueh en-
‘deavourmg to 1mpose them on others, hath established

® §, k i
(‘m'nl;z[ll\c %}r‘_eambl_e to this act, some variations have been made
X sty}z ::;qglglal bll([, :tx,s rcpiorted by the revinors, which render
t s elegant, though the se is not aflecte e the
oo thay 1814?1):1,,4‘. g the sense is not allected. See the

s to the mouth of Silver creek for
pryg ' > L
» and for a horse the same; from the

OCTOBER 1785--10th or COMMONWEALTLH.

and maintained false veligions over the greatest part ot
the world, and through all time; that to compel a man
o furnidh contrthations ol woney for the prnpng;:ilim:
of onions which he disbolioves, i sinful and tyl‘anni»
caly bt even the boccige bl o upport this or that
tenchier of i o rellgnns porstinsim, is depriving‘
I o the conmboavinbide Hhevty ol giving s contribu-
ot the parteabar pastor, whiose morals be would
mnhe live jrattern, o whose posers he feels mont |N‘A'--
windve o riehteopsaess, and is withdrawing from the
ity those temporary rewards, which proceeding
from an approbation of their personal conduct, are an
additional incitement to earnest and unremitting la-
bours for the instructicn of mankind; that our civil
rigghts have no dependence on our religious opinions,
any more than our opinious in physics or geometry;
that therefore the proscribing any citizen as unworthy
ithe public confidence by laying upon him an incapa-
oty ol being called o ofiices of trust and emolument,
uibogs ho profess or regounee this or that religions o-
P, e depriving: hiin mnrainsly ol those |n"|\"l|(‘;_"l'.<
s v nntipes oo whoeh i common with his fellow-
catieens e hios aonatural vight; that it tends only to
corcupt the principles of that religion it is meant to en-
courage, by bribing with a monopoly of wordly ho-
nours and emoluments, those who will externally pro-
iess and conform to it; that though indeed these are cri-
winal who do not withstand such temptation, yet neither
we those innocent who lay the bait in their way; that
to wufler the civil magistrate to intrade his powers into
the field of opinion, and to restrain the profession or
prapagntion of principles on supposition of their ill
tonitiney, woa dangerous fallacy, which at once de-
oy all veligions liberty, because hie being of course
mdge ol thist wndency witl make bis opinions the rule
ol judgment, nid approve or condemt the sentiments
of others only ns they shall square with or differ from
his own; that it is tme enongh for the rightful purpo-
ses of civil governmunt, forits officers to interfere when
principles break out into overt acts against peace and
good order; and finally, that wuth is great and will
prevail if left to hersell, that she is the proper and suf-
ficient antagonist to crror, aud has nothing to fear from

the conflict, uniess Ly human interposition disarmed of

her natural weapons, free argument and debate, errors



None com-
pelled to fre
gquent, or sup-
port any reli-
gious wor-
ship. All free
to profess, &
byarggument
to maintain
their religi-
ous opinions.

Declaration
that therights
by this act as-
serted, are of
the natural
rigchts of man.

LAWS OF VIRGINIA,

ceasing to be dangerous when it is permitted freely tv
contradict them:

11. Be it enacted by the General Assembly, That ne
man shall be compelled to frequent or support any re-
ligious worship, place, or ministry whatsoever, nor
shall be enforced, restrained, molested, or burthened
in his body or goods, nor shall otherwise suffer on ac-
count of his religious opinions or belief; but that all
men shall be free to profess, and by arguament to main-
tain, their opinion in matters of religion, and that the
same shall in no wise diminish, enlarge, or affect their
civil capacities.

III. And though we well know that this assembly
clected by the people for the ordinary purposes of le-
gislation only, have no power to vestrain the acts of
suceoeding assemblion, countituted with powers equal
to our own, and that therefore to declare this act to be
irevocable waould be of no cffect in law; yet we are
free o declare, and do declare, that the rights hereby
asserted are of the natural rights of mankind, and that
if any act shall be hereafter passed to repeal the pre-
sent, or to narrow its operation_ such act will be an in-
fringement of natural right.
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